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SPECIES japaneses Waxwing, Bombycilla japonica

LOCATION Yen Ming Shan, Taipei
DATE 31 DECEMBER, 1988

While walking along the road above the car park at Yen Ming Shan, I noticed a bird
fly into the top of a bare tree in front of me. When looked at through binoculars
(10x40) the bird was clearly a Waxwing Bombycilla sp. but the speices could nct be
clearly determined.

The bird then flew towards me and landed at eye level @20 meters away from me
in another three. At this point, the red tips to the tail feathers could clearly be
seen and the bird was identified as a Japanese Waxwing. The bird remained in the

tree for a further five minutes before returning to the original tree where there
were numerous mistletoe plants whose berries it was presumably feeding on.

Description

A stocky bird, similar in size to a Grey Starling Sturnus Cineraceus with a
noticable crest on the head.

HEAD .

Long crest held vertically above the head. The head was a beige/sandy colour
with a black mask through the eye and extending onto the nape below the crest.

UPPERPARTS

These were a similar beige/sandy colour to the head. The tail was greyer and
marked with a red band across the tip. The wings were again a similar coour but
marked with red on the wing coverts and blue edges to the wing feathers.

UNDERPARTS

Chin and throat black, Upperbreast as upperparts., The lower breast/belly were
paler, tinged yellow.

GENERAL

The birds overall appearance was of a wild bird. It did not show any signs of
having been kept in captivity and behaved as a wild bird.

I have previous experience of this species in Japanese, Bohemian Waxwing in
Europe, Alaska and China and Cedar Waxwing in USA.

XORBRA REH & BE K ES 208 » Peter Kennerley 44 R 774E12 A 31 HEEIE B
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