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Focus

Woei-horng Fang

In February,1999, some 281 species of birds were recorded in Taipei, Yunlin, Chiayi, Pintung, Tainan, Ilan, Nantou, Penghu,

Miaoli, Hsinchu, Taoyuan, Changhwa, Taichung, Hwalien, Kaohsiung, and Taitung areas of Taiwan. The following list are some
important or interesting sightings.

Birdname Number Date Site Observer Note

Chinese Pond Heron 2 02/16 Nantou TR ELiik Rare winter visitor

Great Bittern 2 02/26 Tainan {41 B Rare winter visitor

Schrenk's Bittern 1 02/27 Ilan oA el ekt Vagrant

Eurasian Spoonbill 1 02/18 Tainan A Rare winter visitor

Mandarin Duck 8 02/06 Ilan 20550 Rare resident

Baikal Teal 1 02/21 Ilan JEE5 Rare winter visitor

Mountain Hawk-Eagle 1 02/20 Kaohsiung  {if i it Rare resident

Formosan Partridge 4 02/07 Taipei e Endemic species: random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 2 02/19 Tainan a2 Endemic species; random sample
Common Pheasant 7 02/22 Hwalien  #37% Rare resident

Mikado Pheasant 21 02/20 Taichung  #iin] Endemic species; random sample
Pheasant-tailed Jacana 9 02/18  Tainan WA Rare resident

Long-billed Plover 4 02/21 Taitung s Vagrant

Temminck's Stint 2 02/28 Ilan TTHAFE Rare winter visitor

Asian Dowitcher 2 02/21 Chiayi LR ERA Rare transient

Eurasian Woodcock 1 02/01 Hwalien P pa Rare winter visitor

Nordmann's Greenshank 2 02/05 Tainan {1 B Vagrant

Long-billed Dowitcher 1 02/28 Taipei i e Rare transient

Saunders' Gull 120 02/02 Taichung  #EH40 Globally threatened

Lanyu Scops-owl 1 02/21 Taitung fhoH Endemic subspecies

Savanna Nightjar 1 02/18 Taitung [ A E Rare resident

Black-capped Kingfisher 1 02/28 Taipei [T Vagrant

Dark-grey Cuckooshrike 2 02/20 Kaohsiung {535 Vagrant

Large CuckooShrike 12 02/01 Kaohsiung 8 jfi % Rare resident

Ashy Minivet 1 02/19 Chiayi wIFE Rare transient

Daurian Jackdaw i 02/05 Ilan &7 Vagrant

Formosan Magpie 12 02/03 Nantou A3l Endemic species; random sample
Yellow Tit 6 02/13 Hwalien FrS Mg e Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Barwing 3 02/28 Taichung  $iffil Endemic species; random sample
White-throated Laughingthrush 7 02/05 Nantou FEHHL Rare resident

White-whiskered Laughingthrush 250 02/07 Taichung  FRIE% Endemic species: random sample
White-cared Sibia 50 02/07 Taipei R Endemic species: random sample
Steere's Liocichla 30 02/14 Taichung  Ztrj4=iff Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yuhina 50 02/07 Taipei et Endemic species: random sample
Styan's Bulbul 345 02/07 Pintung LR Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Whistling Thrush 6 02/07 Taipei a Rt Endemic species: random sample
Collared Bush-robin 23 02/20 Taichung  #fin] Endemic species; random sample
Dusky Warbler . 1 02/11 Taipei Hrhdg=n Vagrant

Flamecrest 47 02/12 Taichung  Fteh 4= Endemic species: random sample
Japanese Paradise Flycatcher 1 02/13 Ilan Ze i an Rare transient

Pechora Pipit 1 02/14 Taipei thg Rare transient

Water Pipit 2 02/07 Pintung wlial Rare winter visitor

Common Starling 12 02/07 Hsinchu it Rare winter visitor
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation, March 1999

By Associate Secretary-General: Wei Meili; Translated by Dan Chamberlin

[ 1999 Important Bird Area (IBA) International Conference ]
s

The 1999 IBA International Conference: Methods, Results, and Applications will be convened on 15-16 March, and
a summary of the meeting agenda is available to all birders. In addition to the designated participants, there are 80
places available for interested parties to attend.  You can use the meeting agenda sheet to send your application to
WBS Changhua before 5 March. Do this as soon as possible.

The Focus on Site Management Workshop will be held in conjunction with the IBA conference. Are there any
connections between these two events? President Kuo has written about the focus of the international conference
from beginning to end: the topics. explanations, results, and the long-term goals and objectives of our bird societies.
Details are in this issue of Fei-yu. Attending the Focus on Site Management Workshop will be 18 distinguished
guests from 16 foreign countries, while the IBA conference will be attended by 11 guests from 10 foreign countries.

The scope of all of the 56 designated IBA sites have been entered into the computer, and area calculations have been
completed. We thank Chia-chun’s friend, National Taiwan Univ.’s Geography Research Institute student Liao
Hsuanming, who rapidly completed this difficult task.

Progress reports on all sites will be presented at the IBA conference; these will be given in Chinese with
professionals being used for simultaneous translation into English. The translation of all announcements and related
executive items was overseen by Changhua Normal Univ. Biology Dept. We thank the Biology Dept. for working
on this task even with stopping classes; they also donated NT$100,000 for two days of snacks and lunches, etc.
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[ Congulations!!]

WBS Kaohsiung has formally registered to become a member of the CWBF, and on 20 Jan, passed the investigation
of the board as reported in Fei-yu. -On | Mar., they officially became the 15th member society.

WBS Kaohsiung was a founding member of the CWBF, so this is a reunion for everyone. We want to extend them
all our support, so please pass the word.

[ Taitung’s Chihben Wetlands Forum ]
On Sat., 6 Feb., president Kuo, Wei Meili, Jiachuan, and Sihui headed for Taidung to attend the Chihben Coastal
Wetlands Conservation and Golf Course Management Forum sponsored by the Taidung County government. At
this event, we marveled at the progress of the people of Taidung. The WBS Taidung and Taidung Sustainable
Development Council invited Taidung County assembly members Huang Lihsiang and Hsieh Mingchu to participate.
WBS Taidung has gone through many channels in an effort to save the life of the Chihben wetlands, such by using
the internet, consulting with the Council of Agriculture’s (COA) conservation division, and joining this public
forum. The people of Taidung have shown great devotion, reasoning, and awareness; the people living near the
wetlands have such an advanced conservation consciousness, that we from the CWBF and other conservation
organizations feel immense respect for them. It was very evident the council member Huang Lihsiang, who opened
the forum with the words that the Chihben wetlands should be preserved for posterity, had done some research on
this situation.

. The county government officials who attended were the ones most lacking in conservation and ecological concepts.
One official said that “the Chihben wetlands is just water that collects at the end of a big drain; you can’t call flood
waters a wetland™.  The Civil Administration’s Chief Lai (a combined conservation and recreational areca
management unit) said that if true wetland resources are to be conserved, then the conservation organizations should
state what is meant by “wetlands”, and not just habitually oppose development. The Chief of the Education
Ministry Chen  Jianhsian said: “The Taidung County government is competing to hold the 2001 country-wide sports
meet, but they lack only a golf course. There are over 70 golf courses in Taiwan, but not a single one in Taidung
County. They hope to raise the quality of life by--hitting golf balls. Wetlands can be cultivated, why is it necessary
to be in Chihben? v

0.According to the Jierdi Development Co.: They wanted to cooperate with the government in protecting precious
natural resources; but when conserving natural resources, shouldn’t you first define wetlands? Both the Ramsar
international convention and the COA have classifications for wetlands. Or according to what is shown in the
EPA’s 1995 coastal wetlands research report, at present Taiwan has 22 listed wetland sites, but not including
Chihben. He hope that everyone will work to clearly resolve the status of Chihben! We appreciate that the
government wishes to develop the Chihben area, but the Jierdi Co. should cooperate and increase the size of this
wetland. At present the plan is to create a *Swan Lake’, but of only 2 ha in size, otherwise it might allow the water
to overflow, thus causing a disaster, spreading discase, etc.

-A local resident opposed to the development said that there is just one environment, and the people of Taitung must
deeply consider what the special characteristics of Taitung are. Just bringing in the Far Eastern department store
and Watson’s will not attract people to come to Taitung. WBS Taitung has provided migration season pamphlets to
help children know and understand the Chihben wetlands, and children are even yet conducting investigations into
nature.  After they know all the birds in the pamphlets, they will not need to depend on the books, because they will
have developed concepts of nature, they will really know these organisms, so we must maintain our environment!
Another local aboriginal resident said that “for 15 years we have known Jierdi, and for 15 years we have been cheated,
We hope that Jierdi will truthfully tell what is in their plan--is there to be a wetland covered by a golf course? The
aboriginals have been paying taxes for years, but we have had no land to cultivate.”
2.Even though wetland conservation has been voiced by many local citizens, the county officials just only use words to
support conservation, insisting that there is no wetland, only a water collection area at the end of a drainage canal.
3.The arca of the proposed development is 313 ha, including 86 ha for the golf course, and the area which WBS
Taidung wishes to save is only a small piece, but the benefits to the development agency would be great.  President
Zongwei Yang asked an important question that, although the golf course has received construction approval from
the Sports Council, has the development received the approval of the county and city residents after they have had a
chance to examine and consider the project?
President Kuo said that development and conservation can both proceed together; government officials can advance,
local industries can prosper, and environmental quality can be enhanced. It is a pity that in the end the reaction of
the Taidung County officials was to just speak grandiose words about sustainable development, and the living
environment. The revolution is not complete, so everyone must continue to press forward with this issue.

14.0n Sat. 7 Feb. was an activity at the Chihben wetland to heal the damage done.  Nearly 100 individuals concerned

about the environment came and dug some sand to fill in the malicious opening of the drainage canal, and the level of
the water rose 7 cm.  In addition, a Crested Goshawk which had been nursed back to health by the WBS Taipei was
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released to the wild.

[ Black Kite Dance Troupe—Introductory training for birdwatching guides ]

15.The CWBF secretariat commissioned WBS Keelung to develop an introductory training program for birdwatching
leaders, and the next stop will be Tainan. We hope that all interested birders in Chiayi, Tainan, Kaohsiung, and
Pingdung will come and brings your friends. This is a great activity for good friends to enjoy together.

[ COA chief, Peng Zuokui, visits Chiku]

16.The COA’s (of the Executive Yuan) chief Peng Zuokui attended the 1999 migratory bird general survey results
presentation meeting, put together by the CWBF (leading agencies: COA, Tainan City govt., Tainan County govt;
responsible agencies: CWBF; sponsors: ROC Wetlands Conservation Foundation, WBS Tainan, Tainan County
Black-faced Spoonbill Conservation Coalition, WBS Kaohsiung, National Taiwan Normal Univ. Prof. Wang Ying’s
wildlife laboratory, and the service center set up by Su Huanchih).

17.Conserving Chiku—the COA takes the lead

a. The COA chief took the initiative to be concerned for the globally threatened Black-faced Spoonbill (BES) and the
situation with its critical wintering habitat at Chiku. Suggestions of area residents were noted.

b. Taiwan’s highest level conservation officials took charge of the regional coordinated BFS investigations held on 29-
31 Jan., through the use of receiver and search equipment for a radio tracking device; this has far-reaching
significance.

c¢. International significance of Taiwan’s conservation efforts:

e In 1993, Taiwan began conducting investigations of the BFS, starting with gathering data here on the island, and
later participating in an international satellite tracking project. ~ All activities have received good support from the
COA.

e Taiwan actively supported (in 1998-1999) the Vietnam portion of the regional coordinated BES investigations; this
was a concrete development for conservation and education for our country.
18.We sincerely thank the birders from WBS Kaohsiung for their help, going beyond the call of duty in completing the
drawing of the poster, WBS Tainan arranged the location of the press conference, President Chen Chenghsu together
with Wetland foundation’s Prof. Ong Yitsong planned the field trip to the important wintering ground of the BFS at
Chiku, the Sitsao reserve, and lagoon and all was well organized. Especially the climax when Chen Hsiangchin led
the COA head to count BES and find the location where the radio tracker was located. In addition, NTNU Prof.
Wang Ying’s research lab asked the COA head to fill out a questionnaire about “tourist level of recognition of BFS
and opinions on the establishment of a reserve”. The Wetlands Foundation asked the COA head to sign the petition,
“Friends of BFS”, and he said that it was his honor to do so. :

19. That day it was announced that the total count for Taiwan was 362 birds, in fact the total for this year is 364, with an
estimated total world population of 490 birds.

[ Hsintien River Practical Use Plan ]

' 20.This meeting was held at the invitation of the Taipei City Development board, on 8 Jan., and CWBF Research
Division’s Li Jianan was dispatched to attend discussions on the provisional report for this project. Members of
many departments of the city government, many Taipei County and City representatives, two academic
representatives, NTNU's Education head, and only one civic organization, the CWBF, were in attendance. But we
wanted to be sure that important points concerning wild birds could be heard. The entire plan’s main points concern
practical uses of the river banks and high tidal areas next to the water, to provide multi-use activities including
recreation, education, culture, and exercise. The proposed plan suggests using as little of the ecologically sensitive
areas as possible during construction to minimize harm to the environment, but all birders must keep a close watch on
this process. Within the plan there are many parts which use wet areas to create recreational areas--a large portion
of which is in the Waterfow] Reserve Area. Will there be an effect on the waterfowl? Everyone must pay close
attention to this point.

2

.The WBS Taipei was invited to attend this meeting, but unfortunately were unable to attend. We could be better
assured of this plan if the opinions of the WBS Taipei were included in it.

[ CWBF Participates in Society ]
22.As a way to give something back to society, the CWBF has held lectures on the beautiful natural systems of Taiwan’s
wild birds. This was a successful effort at getting the word out, but there were some additional valuable aspects
like: ‘

a. In taking the first step in educational outreach, a part of the people who came and participated were the rank and file
of the bird club volunteers, including many eager housewives, such as Hsu Shihbao, Lee Liru, Peng Yuelan, Cheng
Chengmei, Liu Chunyu, Hsu Lifan, Lee Chiulan and a large group of their children. They worked together to
smoothly carry out the activity. It was deeply important for the amount of work that was needed, we sincerely
thank them all.
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b. This activity revealed a possible source of new members for WBS Taipei.
23.We hope that all bird societies can take the first steps to participate in the local society, with continuing activities in
the long term. This will certainly contribute to planting the seeds and binding the hearts of people together for
ecological conservation.

[ CWBF's Fei-yu editing and printing ]

24.Each month the CWBF sends out this special publication, with excellent articles; all member societies also show
strong efforts, and we thank everyone for your complete support, and together we can use Fei-yu to write bird
watching and conservation history.

25.The thing that has gotten us the most excited has been the entry of Tainan, Ilan and Kaohsiung societies; this is truly
a historical occurrence.

26.0ur monthly task of reporting each society’s accomplishments and sending them out across the country can only
succeed by the efforts of the experts in each society; our editor Hsiu-chen has given outstanding service, it is she who
confidently ensures the success of Fei-yu, it is she who set the pace every two weeks for catching up, helping us to
stay on track; Yunchen is also a great help.  Urgent papers are difficult to deal with, but after all, this is the source of
the CWBF's service to our members nationwide. Fei-yu always receives a variety of important articles, with each
society’s cooperation and support; this is the cornerstone of our success. At the CWBF we have just one expression:
hard work!  We thank you all, especially the members of the present board who have supported us in our efforts and
given us room to err, improve, and grow.

[ Number of Members for the New Year]
27. On 25 Feb. the members (and representatives) of each bird society for the year 1999 were as follows:

Keelung 100 (7) Taidong 83 (6) Changhua 139 (7)
Taoyuan 144 (7) Ilan 131 (7) Tainan 89 (6)
Nantou 83 (6) Penghu 73 (6) Pingdung 86 (6)
Chiayi 109 (7) Taipei 922 (15) Hualien 97 (6)
Kaohsiung 261 (8) Hsinchu 170 (7) Jinmen 30 (6)

Total: 2450 members (107 representatives)

28.Starting from this issue of Fei-yu, we will no longer send out issues to people who have not paid this year’s
membership dues, and each society should finalize these lists.  Yearly membership dues can be divided and sent in
at the end of March, June, September, and December.
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