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BirdLife's Global Seabird Conservation Programme & the Wild Bird Federation of Taiwan

r I Taiwan is a powerful fishing nation and has one of the largest longline fishing fleets in the world. Currently,

more than 500 Taiwanese longline fishing vessels operate worldwide, targeting various species of tuna.

Many of these vessels operate in the Southern Ocean (south of 30%), an area where the incidental bycatch of

seabirds has been shown to be particularly problematic. Unsustainable numbers of Albatrosses and Petrels are

killed when they attempt to snatch the baited hooks of the longlines and are dragged underwater and drowned.

On a recent visit to Taiwan, we were thus very pleased to hear of the significant steps that have been taken

by the Taiwanese government to address this problem. In a meeting with representatives of the Fisheries

Hthe H+H—M | 9




Administration, the Deputy Administrator, Fisheries Administration — Council of Agriculture, Mr James Sha,
outlined the progress made to date in Taiwan. Among the most significant steps, is the recent launch of a
scientific observer programme for Taiwanese longline fishing vessels operating on the high seas. These
observers are required to quantify the bycatch of seabirds on these vessels. To date six observers have been
deployed in the Southern Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans. Observers receive an intensive three week
training course and will spend up to three months at sea on cach deployment. During the first training course,
Dr. C.C. Cheng, Acting President of the Wild Bird Federation of Taiwan, was invited to lecture trainee

observers on the conservation status and threats faced by Albatrosses and Petrels.

All vessels fishing south of 30°S are instructed to use bird-scaring lines and to set lines only at night (two
mitigation measures known to significantly reduce the bycatch of seabirds). Since 1996 the Fisheries
Administration had subsidized approximately 150 bird-scaring lines. Taiwan follows the guidelines of the
Food and Agricultural Organisation's (FAO) International Plan of Action (IPOA) to reduce seabird bycatch and
is in the process of producing it's own National Plan of Action (NPOA). This despite the fact that Taiwan is not
recognized as a sovereign state by this United Nations based organisation. Furthermore the educational booklet
originally produced by Nigel Brothers Catch Fish not Birds has been published in Mandarin and distributed to
longline fishing vessels.

r. Sha informed us that these measures had successfully reduced the bycatch of seabirds from 0.1467

birds/1000 hooks set, to 0.0355 birds/1000 hooks set. Japan and Taiwan also have an Action Plan to
deter Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing (IUU). This plan is based on the “one list” system. The
system works by encouraging bi-lateral listings of legal vessels that are recognized between the countries. In
other words rather than blacklisting ITUU vessels (that change names at the drop of a hat), all legal vessels are
listed and landings and trade controlled via this list.

n Kaohsiung, one of the largest longline fishing ports in the world, meetings were held with the Deep Sea
Fishery Research and Development Centre and the Taiwan Deep Sea Tuna Boatowners Association. Here
we were pleased to hear that seabird mitigation measures were covered in training courses for officers of
longline fishing vessels. The Tuna Boatowners Association in turn had assisted 140 Albacore longliners to
install automatic bait casting machines, as well as 70 boats with bird-scaring lines. Both organisations noted
that although much has been done in Taiwan, they welcomed outside technical assistance to reduce the seabird
bycatch problem. In this regard the Wild Bird Federation of Taiwan hopes to organise an Asian focussed
technical workshop in Taiwan. This workshop will focus on sharing technical and

practical information on which mitigation methods
work best and ways to further reduce seabird
bycatch and improve fishing efficiency. Given the
importance of the large Asian longline fleets, this
workshop could be a significant step towards
reducing global seabird mortality on longlines to

sustainable levels.
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CAN ECOTOURISM HELP SAYE BIODIVERSITY ?
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