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Dear all,

In this autumn, two Korean ringed Black-faced Spoonbills
were found in Hong Kong this autumn. One Black-faced
Spoonbill carrying a red ring with number 'K37' on right leg
and three smaller colour rings in yellow (from top), red,
yellow on left leg was seen with other 80 BFS feeding in the
channel of drained Pond 12 at Mai Po Nature Reserve on 19
November 2003. This bird was ringed at the breeding site in
South Korea on 4 June 2002. It was then seen in Taiwan in
October 2002. This bird was firstly recorded in Hong Kong.
The other Korean Black-faced Spoonbill carrying a yellow
ring on left leg, red and green rings on right leg was seen
and photographed in Mai Po on both 5 November 2002 and
4 November 2003. It was received the rings as a chick in the
summer 1998 in North Korea. This bird was also recorded in
Japan at its first winter, in Vietnam in December 1999 and
January 2003. This is the first Black-faced Spoonbill
recorded in four different countries. It is also the only one
known longevity record of this species - eight years old, but
it is very likely that, as a large waterbird, the Black-faced
Spoonbill could survive much longer.

From these sightings, we can know that the Black-faced
Spoonbill can change their wintering grounds in different
winters. Some more information is available in the Bulletin
Board and Black-faced Spoonbill webpage of the Hong
Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS) homepage
www.hkbws.org.hk <http://www.hkbws.org.hk/> .

The Black-faced Spoonbill Research Group of the HKBWS
is also collecting information of the colour-ringed Black-
faced Spoonbill. If you see any spoonbill (both Black-faced
and Eurasian) with colour rings, please record the date,
place, ring number (some birds carrying rings with
numbers), colour of rings and send information to
bfspoonbill@hkbws.org.hk

Regards

YU Yat Tung

Convener of the Black-faced Spoonbill Research Group

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
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