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Aleutian Terns in Tai Dung ., sive muieen)
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Previous experience of species :

(SMM)

recorded around 100 Aleutian Terns

: Reasonably good. I had personally
(the vast
majority adults) on migration in Chi Gu, Tai Nan
County, over a two year period prior to seeing this

individual.
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M 351838 %2 Account of Find :

It's quite unusual for me to allow myself to be
dragged away from Chi Gu after the fall migration
has started, but the prospect of an August trip to
Lan Yu and Moluccan Scops Owl Otus elegans
(together with a spot of sea-watching in Tai Dung)
with TZY and his family seemed to be well worth
the sacrifice. The trip had started rather well, with a
pretty good sea-watch in Ken Ding producing a
Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel and some nice
(Crested S.

bergii, Black-naped §. sumatrana, Common §.

views of some commoner tern species

hirundo, Bridled S. anaethetus and Brown Noddy
Anous stolidus) . However, it was soon to stumble
as we found both boats from Ken Ding and, later,
from Fu Gang were all cancelled for the times at

which we intended to sail!
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As compensation, we took the decision to spend a
few days sea-watching along the coast of Tai Dung
County, with most time being spent at Fu Gang and
at Cheng Gung. We arrived at Cheng Gung at
around mid afternoon on Friday. The sea-watching
from this location was quite excellent, with
numerous Bulwer’ s Petrels Bulweria bulwerii
(ca. 500 in the afternoon) and smaller numbers of
Swinhoe's Oceanodroma monorhis  (maybe 80) |
all close inshore. Some terns were around, mostly
Common and Crested, though quite low in number,
and one Aleutian Tern had flown north not far
offshore earlier to the discovery of the

photographed individual.
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After a couple of hours of sea-watching, I noticed a
smallish, rather dark looking tern sitting of
driftwood far to the north of our sea-watching
location. This bird was far too distant to identify
for sure so no identification was made, though the
thought that it could be Aleutian had crossed my
mind. About half an hour later, YXC found a small,
unusual looking tern on driftwood about 80m
offshore from our location, doubtless the same
individual that had drifted on the current towards
us. A quick glance at the bird confirmed its identity
as an adult Aleutian Tern. It was really very dark
blue-grey, much darker than Common Tern, and
had a strong, similarly colored wash through the
underparts. The white forehead was readily visible
which, as this bird was adult, could only make it an
Aleutian Tern. Rather fortunately the bird
continued to drift nearer and nearer on the piece of
driftwood at which point TZY exclaimed “Hey! 1
have my digital camera!” After something of a
struggle due to the waves, and great diligence from
both TZY and TIJL, two shots of the bird were
taken which, although a little grainy, clearly show
the most important identification features of

Aleutian Tern at rest.
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After about 20 minutes of entertaining us at close
range, the bird flew back north and out to sea. At
such close range, the usually rather difficult to see
features of the wing, in particular the narrow black
trailing edge to the secondaries, were readily
visible. On the upperwing, a clear, defined white
leading edge was a prominent feature as was a
in the outer

clear dark wedge or “nick”

primaries, much as in Common Tern.
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The bird fished for a moment around a small
fishing boat about 200m offshore before heading
north until out of view. In total we had observed

the bird for around 30 minutes.
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MiHERHEE Detailed description :

A relatively small looking tern. Overall plumage
tone was a rather deep bluish grey both on
upperside (mantle, scapulars and wing coverts)
and through the underside from upper breast
through to lower belly and vent. The cheeks of the
bird were then contrastingly white, with crown and
nape black except for forehead which was white in
very clearly defined “patch” . A narrow black
eye line ran through the eye and lores to the bill
base, producing a head pattern rather like Bridled
Tern. The bill was relatively small, short and spiky
looking and black with vague suggestion of being
pointed “upwards” . The primaries were darker
than the rest of the upperparts, very long, (longer

than tail} , and curiously also held pointing
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upwards in vaguely curved

“scythe” shape. A white leading
edge to the wing (from the carpal
inwards) was also visible when the
bird was sitting. The legs were short

and black.
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In flight this bird was really rather attractive,
appearing quite short-necked and short tailed
(especially in comparison to Common Tern) . A
dark

primaries formed by darker outer primaries

““ . . ”
wing-nick  or wedge was present on the

contrasting with paler inners (as in Common
Tern)

and white tail was much stronger than in Common.

, and the contrast between the dark mantle

The bird also had a very clearly defined white
leading edge to the forewing, much more sharply
defined than in any Common Tern and again a
product of a much darker mantle. The white
forehead was very clear when the bird was
approaching creating a rather striking pattern due
to the combination of forehead and leading edge,
and the bill again seemed to be held at an upwards
look

angle in flight giving a rather “cute”

(especially with “no-necked” appearance) .
Wingbeats were also a little quicker than those of a
typical Common Tern and the wing looked more
tapered (pointed) .
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Most importantly, at such close range, diagnostic
features of the underwing were quite easy to
observe when the bird eventually flew. The
underwing coverts appeared to be a rather silvery-
white and contrasted sharply with the dusky,
bluish-grey body and flanks. When flying, the
narrow black trailing edge to the secondaries
(broken on inner primaries, with a dusky smeared
trailing edge on outer primaries) was also readily
visible. I know from experience that this feature
can be very hard to see at certain angles so we were
very fortunate to have a bird so close! There was
also a small translucent panel on the inner
primaries visible from below and when the bird

was banking.
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Of the four observers who saw the bird, none

dispute its identity as adult Aleutian Tern.
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BB EREEEEE Note on AleOutian Tern :

As mentioned before, I have personally recorded
around 100 Aleutian Terns migrating through Tai
(Chi Gu)
This individual is the first opportunity I have had to

Nan County before seeing this bird.
photograph Aleutian Tern in Taiwan (though I did
not take the photo!) . Aleutian Tern is a regular
passage migrant through Taiwan’ s waters in both
spring and autumn. I first saw Aleutian Tern in
September 2002 when I recorded a rather paltry 6
migrating south with Common Terns offshore from
Chi Gu! In the fall of 2003 I spent much more time
looking for Aleutian Terns from Chi Gu and
recorded 73 between mid August and mid
September. In spring of 2004 I also recorded
(22)

migration in May. Almost all of these birds were

several Aleutian Terns on northward

summer plumaged adults (indeed only two
juveniles in September 2003 ) . It therefore appears

that Aleutian Tern is a “regular’ or “not

uncommon’  passage migrant in Taiwan in both
spring and autumn, and uses both east and west
costs. It seems likely to me that a substantial
percentage of the population of Aleutian Terns
migrates through Taiwan as it does not seem to be
recorded with any regularity on the west coast of
North America, though is annual in both Japan and
Hong Kong. It is, however, a highly pelagic species
and, whilst it may occur in inshore waters, is
unlikely to be found “inland” . It probably
migrates through Taiwan rather quickly. Hence the

lack of records to date for the country.
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#% 5F Additional information

Experience of similar medium-sized tern species.

MRS BB E AR : (-

(SMM) : Good. Most similar species to Aleutian

Tern in Taiwan is Common Tern of north-eastern
race S.h. longipennis, a relatively abundant fall
passage migrant through Chi Gu, of which I have
recorded many thousands. In addition 1 have also
seen Common Terns of nominate race or other in
Europe where it is numerous, smaller numbers in
Taiwan, and good numbers on the Great Lakes of
North America. Other medium-sized terns I have
experience of are Bridled S. anaethetus (Asia) |
(Asia) , Roseate S. dougalli
(UK and Asia) , Arctic S. paradisea (Europe) ,

Sooty S. fuscata

Forster's S. forsteri (Canada and one vagrant in
UK) , Black-naped S. sumatrana (Asia) , Black
(Europe and Canada) , White-
winged Black C. leucopterus (Middle East and
Asia) and Whiskered C. hybridus

Middle East and Asia) . I have seen numerous

(F

Chlidonias niger

(Europe,

individuals of all with the exception of Sooty.
SCRfpAL R JT 1R CEE)

2005 FE 196 B - P E R 3] |07

\\.

b - coocown ]

(=



i

€
&

-

toonN

[ 2 am a§ OF -

s 08 | R

=N-5--0 1

7 SUNEEE S ICHET Wil

WEEHRTIGH R 4E3] -

W 7 Swinhoe HITRFRERFE

Swinhoe (1863) B 2CHIge & MR kAT
il o (AT ALEREMESES (O.cd.) EMELUE
[Alf - (H7E s Sl A £@ H 1 o] 5 0 B4 ol 2L
it 45tHH o Meinertzhagen (1923) HIFEHEFE
AEF Swinhoe M7 % » #il{% Momiyama, Ishii
&Takizawa (1928) fiIFFE 8 i ) B AR AA S B
LR P W R T o ol M A () i R o M e AR
Oriolus chinensis swinhoii ( H#&MEibaEis -
Takasago oriole) ° {HANHI{1EF A Hachisuka &
Udagawa fi> 1951 5 & 19 36 3 78 8 F K
Momiyama et al > 1928 skH20Y AR MHERF &
i 65 B e[S S O Al 5 (] RE A ) 37 855 - S E (1]
BB B S — A A BRAE -

Swinhoe (1863) [MHZE ]S EEER 3 H
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(EBERREVERENEE)

i (Oriolus chinensis) X % ¥ » AW FAEH L5 2788
B EEEBERIALHGT— HARLZRTHPGHE o B LA S LR
HAeFRALG BB HHA c A LETEARFREFEAARFINHLELE
%694 A5 (Oriolus chinensis diffusus » VAT %% O.cd.) AR5 A £
FEE - -BRABAE S PRBELF B S Y BB - P Swinhoe H
EEUANTBRIRS  7HALATFRRAGEARBEIARE » 2 HZ
Ho 2R AT RERMA NG S o ARV AR N B 2 &8 )T BAGL A R B #E
teFE (Ocd.) BRI—EAE s 2R RALMAR - BHERLGEAAE—3
BEEAE TR AT A IR o AT 1995 FREF 5 AR 9 % K@M A
SRFBETTMNBRENFT - EEBEGRAFTTLT o LLEIFHREMLE
AT RAMRBRGF B E - 124R & 5 0742 BB ITFHP I T AL AT
FABE IR B I B K P 45 T L
ALEBARAOBEHAEEARMB LR T A (248E) OHE  HE—F

W ABEBAFHGE HAL | K

JESE A b 5 A G A AT A T M i Bk A BERH
il 32175 33 L B Eh B S A A AR IR R (5
HE A A E AR S R S - RE R
S o 50 B[ # A0l A A Ak B R G T B e
A FA RS O c.d nEFR S - {BIRAT A A
B E| Swinhoe & Wi & w2 2RSS
RBEFRBMARKTAEE - REEAKE
A& FR AL 7 11 38 B i S EEE ] EE A
REFK EFA @B IE T S A SUBK » P& FEHE
I Y2 A B GETE H  AE GEE SR SRR ]
JEE TR 2

Meinertzhagen (1923) Fi530 @ &N 6
fEEHAE  (O.c.d.) 4740 Ussuriland | H A<
i~ R EAE ~ PR AR ~ AR (Al
IR E) A o PR T E AR AL - 8



[va

s AR (R ) AR o
FBRAY S TEHD B - BEAE R JEE A - A -
FI & 55 1 5 I8 26 33 20 25 (I8 g fifi 1) 51 55 77 7E
(¢f. Meinertzhagen 1923, Dickinsson 2000) ©
Dickinsson 3¢ % i 5 & — ff {75 &) {88 plg nv &
MR - a8 SL i fTERLER ~ B IRM ~ R EM
RO b A5 5 AS () Y = 9 ¢ Bl BT (R T A

(il )

A% (Oberholser 1926, Kuroda 1927, Gilliard
1949) < [K [tk 38 LE BRIl 42 /& B oy HEai
Y EE BERHR o 3T B AR B R Bk 5 Bl B s
FA D 28 2 G 2 3 S U & A B I E A T BT
IR R s (FlECER O R A
A5 LLE an el (AL 2 H -

FEH YRS SRR ~ BOKME IS r
WA B LUR (el BRI A (BLER R
FRERFS G K O dBTEREE ) Sl BiEa &
FRL T A P A T BT T A B A 1 O 1R
i ] A RE 9 $F 0 X FF Momiyama et al
(1928) Firfes e R A nfin) Gk - A&
{H RIS AS2AEE O.cd. » TS G
FS e iinE -

N SESBERIEEESEESREEE ?
e (B EE) 15002 K5 LLgE
P E M i E (AREEACER) ATk
(8508 « Swinhoe (1863) f& T ({EFHE
BRFST ) o Rk S A SRR A - (HASSE (R
22 58 (I 2 (@ B dp B 8 BE Y AL 2 4L AR
(Meinertzhagen, 1923) HHHEEZEF - IE40

Swinhoe MG HSEHEE ~ AT A A Rt Ef
B R B (R E BRI ) FLRT RS th
HB A SR > 1A —ERALEHY o SR
5 O.c.d. B HE A AR AL s - LS FLe
Meinertzhagen (1923) FUEREE—E < I ATH]
0 {8 s R P B E T s R AN R ML (2 -

Bz 1 BT HELEA 5 94 o R 8 (B AR TE A
[AlEEFE L5 WA 22 ¥  Kuroda (1927) #iisi
O.c.d.fi 6 ~ 7 mm TiME B85 o FAM =g
b HE T A [ AR O.c.d AT IR Bt AT A
LA EE R s e A BB g i E R
BRI % o BREME TR
T B EME T RS HA 0.5
~ 2 mm * HEET RO - S
HiSREL O.c.d. 1N[F] -

A B 7 ] R KR TR A B R A ] Y
T\ o i B FE 2 B A A B R R R AR A il
Frale O HEE S —LZER : Ocd WHE
RERHI) o T MRS 2 G Bl ) R AR KA
fe e {EL 2 o BB ) 25 G Ok IR 1B {5 R
#E o bR T HOKEES (FRBFERM) DOES S
FIEREREEL ~ BT ~ JEERMR SBEH
FUIRE 52 3 WA (1A RF 128+ F UL AT A 2 e i B
] i 88 2 ] — B

AR | AT S (0 e A7 =6 B A A0 2Ky
PERR TSGR G I AR BB TP EEER Ocd. A
HETRAS (IR - e E s S — (i ea e - 5 H E
HTEEER R Momiyama et al 1928 SRR BAY
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Oriolus chinensis swinhoii tp 4 L& st a5 —1F
SUHR A W HEAY Robert Swinhoe  (SR7E{R) o

B FUIENSEESUCIRIESR

Swinhoe (1863) 1RIFHEMVFEE] 100 %4
HIAY & S FE S0 3 A IR AR S T -
R EREE - R EEHEEPEEIL S - 1
B R B R G B AT E R A A H SR
R B E - LL 1997 BITEHEE S i A8k
th#g1 -3~ 7TARESE9ATE 124
8 s 6 H 11 % » Hith HipMatE L - Hepo
F e e L B &) BS e AR B - 9 AT H)
TERF R0 7 BT B = B A S 2 B B R 0
(1) ZEA ] b 0 S 7 RO s i 0 38 B S R
L7 TR SR EIFRIR ARG
B o {HET U1 A A BE S0 R (B 22 B Ak 3k
P 20 BRI Y A T R R SRR - S
(24/09/2004) HEINE K (HEHE K Penshing )
OB TESF IR S50 o H IR A e RE Y H R R R
AH @I B Je R A E AR AR A P
B (Ocd.) MKESAREEEEE (0. c
swinhoii) < Ktk 9 H EF Py 55 85 2 @5 S n]

IR )

mmmm 10 | P ER ) - 2005 F 196 B

RE Pk A fhE R 2 &R S s o
Swinhoe #5115 ¥ FE S0 S S (L 3 H Ry M
BRSBTS R KRB BE - HF S5 AW
B S B HERE (O.cd.) BT %
ET A B o

B BRI KEESRYRER
EEHBEEERHRK ~ =72 ~ BRIEFR%E
H it S (RGN S ) B 5 i L fth Sl [
BIGHUE SR RS R EIRE (1) HREETE
SARATIE R RALENT » (2) HdREMEEE
10mm LA F iy o (47 45 s s+ 2 47 B 1 5
AR » (3) RERIRMABTIHAI 1 50
(0 {ELHE €E 803 AS T 1o ARSI AE fep LABSPSE R IR
R IRAANE I o DLE = RS R FE HH i K R I
(1 H S ANMHBLEERE (O.cd.) A — KB »
HL SRS (O.c. swinhoii) JREUAREZERI -
TE VAT 0 1L B 1 3t B REEEE T 38 /K S B A ]
8¢ 580 7 B O AR O o o R A T T A
figg o ALERRERK T IL AT K 2
5 RS R T R Bl At 3
B~ ERETI R ? A HREY
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JETE Swinhoe A5 Y 1850 -t k2 4 2= b

il E RS E it A RO S B M
(Swinhoe, 1863) ° H [t R 3558 7K 35 I 5 A [F] ik
R ERR 3 - RIHEE E 1998 & 3% KL
ZU ] ) e B A S BB 1 A 2 SR il T
T WAl R A EAE R ZE R K o BESRRK
o Y L2 B R IR AT S BT N B
GRES) MIAIFE » (245885 H ik 2 E
fE MR I RELF I (R AT

W i% 5B

G N A SRR - R G
I 435 v e 00 R SRS 3 [ — e B 8 K b [ —
{F o P & AT ER AR (2 e 478 WA 1 B A
JrHt - 3 A R A EE B R A o IR o BRA
k7 R A 2 B v e B A TR A

W 5

TEATRFEAET & h SO 2 195 ~ WIS A
2 B35 A ATE LA T 31 B 3% 2RO A
B oOMSCE - s~ FRERGE - mRR S X
ft ~ #8%E -~ Olmn ~ San4 - Poh - Tong *
Lean LLBe 42 RS »
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