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November 28. 2005

Ref.:0941479478

To distinguished editorial staff of
Science,

This is to respond to Dr. Gao s response
on page 235-6 in Science vol 310 in
which he said he believed that there was
H5N1 avian influenza in Taiwan. As the
Director General of this Bureau. 1 will
point out once again that his information
is incorrect and this will cause negative

impact to Taiwar s reputation.

The fact is that on 9 Dec 2003, our
Coast Guard discovered 6 smuggled
ducks cast from a China fishing boat
off shore of Kinmen island. All the
ducks were destroyed immediately
and tracheal swabs were sampled for
further identification. No local avian
had contacted with the smuggled ducks.
H5NI1 virus was later isolated from the
swabs. This case had been posted on
ProMed of the International Society for
Infectious Diseases and showed that
Taiwan is still free from H3N1 avian
influenza. As to H5N2 virus found in
Changhwa and Tainan prefectures. it was
identified as low pathogenic following
the tests recommended in the OIE
Standard-Manual of Diagnostic Tests
and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals.
However, all the chickens in the infected
farms were stamped out. The final report
of this incidence was submitted to the
OIE in April 2004, even though the
OIE does not require member countries
to report the low pathogenic avian
influenza occurrence. From the facts
presented above, it is clear that Dr. Gao

. . . .
s quote and implication are erroneous.

HPALI has never presented in this country
and the government has been taking all
the necessary measures to prevent the
invasion of bird flu. Taiwan devotes to

I , .
maintain its and the world s animal

mmm 22 | th 3 R ) - 2005 H206 B




BEERS

health status through being an active
member of the OIE and WTO. Science
is an unparalleled scientific journal in
which all published papers have been
scrutinized to ensure their content s
accuracy. Quality of a journal is subject
to the depth and accuracy of the papers
included. Both cannot be separated.

Therefore, your earliest clarification of

this matter is requested and appreciated.

Best regards,
Watson H.T. Sung

Director General
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