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The Structure of bird commt
Yilan’s wetland

Wild Bird Society of Yilan has implemented a research
of the Structure of bird community in Yilan’ s wetland
from 2001 to 2007. This report was a result of it.
244 species from 52 families were recorded. The
total number of birds recorded in the research was
716,882. The peak year during the research was 2001
that 202 species were recorded and the least year
was 2004 that 143 species were recorded. Regarding
birdwatching, April is the best month followed by
March. The research was done by volunteers of Wild
Bird Society of Yilan, especially Jia-Hsin Ho, chief of
research section.
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Using Stable Hydrogen Isotope to Study Autumn Migratory
Patterns of Siberian Rubythroat at Kaoping River, Taiwan
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Institute of Wildlife Conservation, National
Pingtung University of Science and Technology
Hui-Shan Lin and Yuan-Hsun Sun

We collected feather samples of Siberian
Rubythroat (Luscinia calliope) from Kaoping
River, Taiwan from November 2007 to March
2008. Using stable hydrogen isotope ratios
of feathers (6Df), we examined the migratory
patterns of this species. In addition, we provided
the 6Df of grown feathers at Kaoping as a
reference. Results revealed the 6Df of feathers
grown at the Kaoping area varied slightly (-37 +
7.7%0, n = 9) and its calculated stable hydrogen
isotope ratios of precipitation (6Dp) was similar
to that of real value.

At Kaoping area, the 8Df of tail feathers was not
significantly different between hatch-year (HY)
(-100 + 12%o, n = 51) and after-hatch year (AHY)
birds (-100 + 12%o, n = 19). This suggests
that populations of Kaoping was from lower
latitudinal zone (with a 95% confidence interval),
ranging from southern Russia to North Korea.

At Kaoping, 6Df was negatively correlated
with capture date; that is, birds arrived early in
November-December were from wider latitude
while in January-March only were birds from
lower latitude. This implies that transient birds
in earlier migration season were from higher
latitudinal zone.

Based on our results, Siberian Rubythroat
demonstrates a so-called leap-frog migration in
autumn.

Key words: deuterium, Luscinia calliope, migration,

stable-hydrogen isotope ratio
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The subcommittee of Environmental Impact

Assessment ( EIA ) Review Committee decided
that a new thermal power plant in Chang Hua
Coastal industrial park should not be built in
April,12,2007. Because Chang Hua Coastal
industrial park has been established for twenty
years, but the factories set in just occupied
half of the industrial park. And the air pollution
will impact the environment a lot, because the
location is the biggest breeding grounds of the
little tern. According to the reviewing procedure,
the decision of the subcommittee should be
decided by EIA Review Committee in next
month meeting. But Environmental Protection
Administration (EPA) disobeyed the procedure,

)6 NOVEMBER 200800 5 /8

and agreed Taiwan Power Company to withdraw

the case avoiding the risk of disagreed decision.
According to the contrary explanation of EIA
Act Article 13 item 2, the developer could
not withdraw the case before the decision is
made. But EPA ignored the explanation of the
regulation to protect Taiwan Power Company.

A government organization exploits the legal
loophole is the worst example. If the developer
can withdraw the case before the subcommittee
decided to disagree the development, there
were no case could be decided to should not
develop in the future. And the EIA system will be
destroyed by state-operated business and EPA.
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Bird Watching Station

In the November issue of this magazine, the author wrote about
the distribution of Gulls and Terns in Taiwan. This time he informs
us about the best sites to find there birds. The offshore islands of
Matsu and Penghu are best places for summer time observation.
On the Taiwan, the West coast is better than East coast, especially in
Changhua, Yunlin, Chiayi and Tainan.
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Black-naped Tern/Sterna sumatrana :
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There tt is, sttll

Park of Maulisun is a such a good plac:e is Miaoli.
Here I encountered Scaly-breasted Thrush and
took a photo of it. When you see it with your
heart, you' Il see different face of it accordingly.

 And whenever you see it, there it is, still.
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Three Japanese biologists airlfg with three aborigional people
made a research trip to Mt. Duluan at East Taiwan in June 9-14,
1933. 22 species of birds were recorded and Tawny Fish Owl
and Fairy Pita were 2 rare species among them.
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Japanese White Eyes are really love water. They took

cold bath even it is 15°C outside. I put some small

tubs for them to take bathes. When they were aware
that the tubs were for them, they enjoyed themselves

very much.
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Red or dead

Every four years the [IUCN Red List for birds, compiled by BirdLife International,
provides a complete inventory of the conservation status of the world’s

" avifauna. The 2008 list shows a further deterioration, but also evidence
' | that conservation action can work.
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Every four vears the IUCN Red List for birds, compiled by BirdLife

International, provides a complete inventory of the conservation status of the

2

world s avifauna. The 2008 list shows a further deterioration, but also evidence

that conservation action can work.
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A rescue for tarred sea birds in Korea

In the morning of December 7, 2007, an oil spill occurred from a collision of two ships near the
Port of Daesan on the Yellow Sea coast of Taecan County, Korea. The accident heavily affected
the seabirds on the coast. Joining with soldiers, policemen, villagers and volunteers, members of
the Korean Wild Bird Society went to rescue. The volunteers tolerated the strong smell from the

crude oil. Many birds were killed by the oil spill, among them, Black-tailed Gulls had the highest
mortality.
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A pair of introduced Pin-tailed Whydahs from South Africa has
been sighted at the riverside of Dajiashi since 2004. The birds
have bred there ever since and on July 20 this year the first
photo of a young juvenile was taken. Through discussions on
the flicker website, the bird was positively identified as a Pin-
tailed Whydah. The strangers have finally made this place their
home.
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L. Chinese Wild Bird Federation
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A New Beginning
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