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A Black-faced Spoonbill found in a new site in Korea

The individual seems to be a Juvenile, with its black wing tips
and yellowish tip of the bill. And the individual seems to be the
same one with the bird who was found on the same area on
May 1, 2008, by the participants to the Children’s bird painting
festival. The guides of the festival reported that they saw a
Eurasian Spoonbill, but failed to take a picture. It seems that
they mis-identified the bird as a Eurasian Spoonbill.
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Mission impossible-rescuing a Chinese Crested Tern, the first day

A report of a rare Chinese Crested Tern with it's
lower mandible stuck in a plastic bottle prompted
volunteers from different birding societies to visit the
islet of the Matsu Tern Refuge. Amongst hundreds of
Great Crested-Terns, the birdwatching team found 20
Chinese Crested-Terns consisting of 15 adults and 5
chicks. The bird in trouble was one of the adult birds.
The team tried to use a mist net and a gun net to
catch the injured bird but it was so difficult because
the birds flew up in the air whenever the rescue team
got on the islet. The team knew that this situation is a
“Mission Impossible” .
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The Yungan wetland was identified as an IBA in 1999
and as an important wetland in 2008. However,
the landowner Tai Power Company plans to set
a Photovoltaic System on the wetland which will
heavily damage the natural habitat for thousands
of migrants. The stand of the kaoshiung Wild Bird
Society is clearly that, 1) They are supporting green

8 SEPTEMBER 2008 | FEATHER

] \Sline wetland

power development but are against setting the
Photovoltaic System on the wetland, 2) The overall
planning of the Yungan wetland should include
ecology, saline culture, seashore conservation,
ecotourism and the delineation of a Wildlife Protected
Area, 3) an Environmental Impact Assessment is
required. So far, Tai Power Company agreed to move
the plant to the north and KWBS promises to closely
monitor further development.
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May 30, 2008

Yong Chang Jang (yongchangjang@hotmail.com)

A member of Civil Team to Research Masan Coastal Ecology

A Black-faced Spoonbill Aztasea rminor was found
on May 29, 2008 in Changpo Bay of Masan City,
South Korea.

The individual seems to be a Juvenile, with its
black wing tips and yellowish tip of the bill. And
the individual seems to be the same one with the
bird who was found on the same area on May
1, 2008, by the participants to the Children’
bird painting festival. The guides of the festival

S

reported that they saw a Eurasian Spoonbill, but
failed to take a picture. It seems that they mis-
identified the bird as a Eurasian Spoonbill.

This is the first time that a Black-faced spoonbill
was found in Changpo Bay, a tidal flat of about
8 square kilo meters. It is about 50 km west from
the Nakdong River Estuary, where the Spoonbills
regularly visit, and 25 km south west from Junam
Reservoir, where Cranes regularly visit.

The Masan Municipal Government has a plan
to reclaim this tidal flat, to make an industrial
complex. The government reported in 2007 that
a foreign investor promised to invest 4 billion US
Dollar in the reclamation project.

However, according to the research in 2007
by the Civil Team to Research Masan Coastal
Ecology, the tidal flat of Changpo Bay is purifying
the sea water of Masan Bay, which is notorious

of its industrial pollution and annual red tide

occurrence. A threatened species of shellfish,

Clithon retropictus, which is protected by the law,

was found in this tidal flat by the Research Team

in 2007. And a group of 28 Cinereous Vultures,
Aegypius monachus, was also found spending

i

eé"
i
i

Masan;8=F R 8

the winter of 2007 in the rice paddy near the
Changpo Bay.
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AT EHEITE & M R R £ ERI(1998~2007)E L WISA36 SIEEE - HE S EDIRIA B E LB E
EERET RN - SR AR LB E S MRS - B—A1h16 E2E1998 FF1999 EFZE
(BEREBHI SRR - £ TRR20 £22003 - 2004 - 2007 EABILESHDPE (avianbotulism) 5
BULRAE (bumble foot) SARERIEICIES « EE MBS (5 &) PEEBEME (resight probability) &
£1.00 SRFESNBE VST ETABEEROERNBUE RGNS | B—HTRE (11 &) D5
SHEMBEERER0.67 - 1.00 - 0.86 - HTFRAT7 EEH1.00 - FRLIMBAT= EH R EL B EIEET
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BE EBEZHRASARBRE HNEZJMSMEELERISBOEE - £ _BHPBEBERIEE (MARK
program, model selection) & - BIRAISFHNBERRZIBER - WEMITPRPIG ZSHRFR - K8
BEHEER0.97 ARB _HRBAAENIRCERERARE  MABIFSRRELE  PAUEEMEE
ir1.00 - EFMFEFEBRABESHNE—BHPRBETMEEEE (survival rate) JBEER - FIEZS
Hr B4t P & 2R AT 3R - FE20004F ~2003 £ - BIIEFEFELE T8 - 2002 FLF1FERIETRIE0.66 -
ERE-—FEREABSTESRPE - SHZBWMEER 2 ERYEFEI1.00 - 55 #2003~2006%F
ZiFEHEBL00-083-062-072  HP2004 EL2FHNFIERE  BRUEEENETASEESEPS
g2 -

E #it5 : #Fat(banding) - B A ¥ (resight probability) - #FFi& % (survival rate) ~ ISR EFE S (avian botulism) -
E]

Bt EE(bumble foot) -
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# @Chia-Ying Chen@®Collin Chen@Liang-Li Liu

Habitat Fidelity and Survival Rate on Mark-Resight g
Data of the Black-faced Spoonb111 banded in Taiwan |

ad irtment of Agronomy, National Taiw versity/d93621202@ntu.edu.tw
2 BI wck-faced Spoonbill Conservation Association/Tainan bfsa38@yahoo.com.tw

-_——

i

@ Department of Tourism and Hospitality Management/Kainan University lapueekou@mail knu.edu.tw

The Black-faced Spoonbill (Zzza/ea mr0r) has a restricted distribution in the coastalarea of eastern
Asia and is regarded as an endangered species. The number of globalpopulation in 2007 was 1765,
and about half population stayed in Taiwan during the winter.Scientists tried to band with color-rings
and then observed whether it comes back in the lateryears or not. We focus on 36 individuals’  mark-
resight data in Taiwan from 1998 to 2007 anduse MARK program to estimate their resight probabilities
and survival rates. The markedbirds were separated into two groups, the healthy birds and the cured
ones. The first group,with 16 individuals marked in 1998 and 1999, and the second one with 20 birds
recoveredfrom avian botulism or bumble foot in 2003, 2004 and 2007. The resight probabilities ofadults

14 SEPTEMBER 2008 | FEATHER



(N=5) in the first group are all 1.00 which

represents the high returning fidelity atwintering
sites in every year, whereas the juveniles (N=11)
are unstable to return theirbanding places in
the first three years (0.67, 1.00, 0.86 ). However,
the 11 young birds becameloyal to wintering
sites when they grew up in the next 7 years.
According to the modelselection (MARK
program) in the second group, the resight
probabilities among birds wereconsidered as no
difference, its value is 0.97 (approaching 1.00).
That' s because allindividuals of the second
group are adult. Compared with the survival
rates between adultsand juveniles in the first
group by model selection, there is no significant
difference. Wecombined these 2 subgroups,
the lowest value of survival rate is 0.66 in the
winter of 2002which had the botulism outbreak.
In the second group, the survival rate was 1.00,
0.83, 0.62,and 0.72 from the winter of 2002 to
the winter of 2005. The lowest value, 0.62, in
the winterof 2004 was also caused by avian
botulism.

Keyword: banding, resight probabilily, survival rate, botulism.
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Fir UG 32 FF & 3 & r B 22 B R FE O RS - SR SRR -
BZHEANRFEERTHAER (Wang 2001) - B
i#% (Ueta et al. 2002) - ZH#FIA (Wang and Chen
1997, Liu 2006) ~ 8t Z & ¥ (Kim 2005)5% %

FEHMARERS  BEEHENER - KW -
EREENNEZSRHME (fidelity) - LURTFER

(survivalrate) 77 EIRIERFT RIER B ERZ -
BAREBRELURTFEENERTFGZE  OJ#H
SEERE—MIECFEREANBERE (resight
probability) sk & B2 3 (capture probability) 7l
PLT#E (Cooch and White 2006) - &2 1FiBERN
Efe  wamEHAEt I - Rt Bist - BRIERA
EEEMBEAEERERE S BHEHERBEE
EOHENTE YL S BF SMNERZACER (Liu 2007) -
AMAFEBAERMARNZFNE - @0t ERE
Bfepemitt B IRMZL BEEN - BHEREE—F
Rat BRI R E TR - DUIRIR ISR SR
ETERER Bt 7 SR LU R E B -

W9 7735
— -~ B

1997 12 B~ 2007 & 2 A 36 EE 8=
ﬁnﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ’f‘" wHEFrEEAROSEEEINE

- ARFCRBREEE O oA T ERH -

E—I5H] : £1998 F£~1999 FEEIENBMSIETH
K EEMEENS LR ERIEMNEHRSE (Ueta et
al. 2002) sf&E a4 AR EE 2 2R 3% (Liu 2003) - [t
EN TEFEeE  ENEERREREENEA
#h 73k - YRS PR TR = A IR AR RCIERE L 16
£ 7£1998 FHEM T4 £k - BIETEL998
FIK ~ 1999 FHEMT7 Ll BFSEMS (Chen
2003, Liu 2003) -
ETRFH Fﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ, TEFMAEEIL20 & -
EEERESERIBIEL  BEMLAEEEIE - £2002
FJEK ~ 2003 4] - 15 %B’Sa%l‘%}ﬁaﬁf@ﬁ ==L
a9 5 E (Shiauet al. 2003) ; #2003 &% - 2 &
BAMUEE ; £2004 K - 2 EAFEEC BSEH
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FERFIERERF b - 20 1B RS 7E 56518 B A R 4T R B R
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MRANRTHEXRABE - B—{EEEHF(Cooch
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capture history probability

11 b,y N
110 [ & pdtl=py) N
e = p.(1-é,p,)
| aipsti-gy ~HP0r
101 d (1= p s N
100 (1-8) A

;< ll- p )l =9.) =1-dp-d(l-p)é.p,
¢, 0= p1e (1= py)

frequency

LD i%(capture history) “110" #&m@afdEc]
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(likelihood function)# :
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Black-faced Spoonbill in Tainan

7 B3/ PR

The discovery of the Black-faced Spoonbill is a
legend in Tainan. It was first identified and named
in Japan in 1849. The first record in Taiwan was
done by Robert Swinhoe in 1863. The earliest
record done by Taiwanese was by C. W. Yen and
B. H. Chen on January 9, 1974. In the early years,
Taiwan hosted almost two-thirds of the Black-
faced Spoonbill population. Now a synchronized
census by four Tainan local conservation societies
is held every year and more international efforts
and scientific study continue to be devoted to
the research of Black-faced Spoonbills. Ever since
1990, the Black-faced Spoonbill population has
been growing fast and it reached a record 2000
birds in 2008.
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I was told many years ago that Lijia is great place for

ijia

Year in 2006. Lijia is situated in the valley of Alishan Scenic Area with the elevation between 1100-1400m. It

is a beautiful and quiet mountain village. 65 species of birds were recorded in this trip and star was Russet | ‘

Sparrow; a rare bird in Taiwan.
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Tem in trouble This article describes the mtlmare
relationship between Lin Chen and the Chinese
Crested-Tern. The difficulty in taking photos of the
terns on the mudfiats shows the photographers’
passion for these birds.
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- EYES ON I-LAN, EYES ON BIRDS =

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the I-Lan Wild Bird Society. The socie
was established on September 19, 1998, but the history of birdwatching and
study in I-Lan had started long before the establishment of the society.
Situated at the north-eastern coast of Taiwan, there are many wetlands in
I-Lan which attract tens of thousand's winter migrants. However, the continued
deterioration of habitats and wetland loss is worse today than in the past for
birdwatching. The society vows to take on the responsibility to protect the
environment for the future generation.
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' Birding in the Philippines
- By Desmond Allen

Lying just south of Taiwan is a unique

agglomeration of more than 7000 islands offering
some of the most exciting and challenging
‘ birdwatching in Asia. No other country in the
region has islands with such different sets of birds
on islands that are close together, nor such a
| proportion that are considered endangered.
The country appears to be a typical archipelago
of islands separated by a risen sea level. A chain
of four large islands runs north-south while a
‘ collection of medium gfﬁgb‘?”small-sized islands
punctuate the seas bet ‘l"r‘_"them and Borneo.
But despite the proximit;y' of many of these islands
i to each other they have aVery«;omplex geological
history. Many islands were created by rising kse:';
Iévéis after the last Ice Age.uBut,so'mé parts have ,:

a
oy

nd Asia, others'have - =
i : - e e e s




aw -):)_ -« e .
» 42 4
* +f }Tf*r ,}ft f.. v -* <
o o T > = f.l. " —_l; i el b
T 4 g;ﬁﬁii < % g R sy SER
T '(P J‘ = \I -nr }‘ :TT‘ ,—” "o
+ T+T 5 J} & %S U T e ¥ f f:‘-
t » e T ¥-¢f
4 £+ Piley T ;;,t v - T
W N
2 +*;f{ bl e’ ¥ ,
1 e
*} + l’ﬂ¢*'4tf}'%,i-*’+r+ '+
i 2 3 ‘L"r 3 ) <
“1_‘, 1 e 2 +
A + J’f ‘f Ducks
+ @ Gilexander PJ:OM
eCandaba Ducks
MARE  BECKLHEEBFMNSHH - WBEEAERE A | split off from Borneo, while several have been

FF - mMECKIRMERABRIE T - EIL - R 51
AL TREMER - SEM T SESEEL - B
MElE F —ERSISEBREEAS ALTEZENIMT -
EEEEAKNB00ES - EP1/3ERHEE - 815
KREFSERFEERN - AEARBMEHFTRANWE -
BRSNS - REER - EERAEEREL2
BEIER -7 BXEE - 181E&/5 - 18 1855 - 101&
RS - 6 25 - 11785615 - 171E5685 - BBKEN
WhEARER  BRERABBERNEEE - A9 -
RZBESHES0-100FRIHIRE 212 - BURAEST S

WEBT - BE  NMABRSEEEPHNRED - 1§
VHERNFB AT MRS —REE - RMEFEERE
BRPSIEBIE -

R 1t 75 FRAA S 02 - 17 LT 3 o P ) (B
AAEBEB IR SRR LR E R - BER
I H AORB RSB 151 57
P — /B B S TS O TE R R B L E - E
oh A BB LT EACERE 7 A - RIS — R
SMBARSSEIEREMM c FREERLS.
“Handseme Sunbird T84 L1 - oM - S5

 AERSEE AR A TR

thrust out of the Pacific Ocean and have never
had any connection with their neighbours. So,
many have remained isolated for a very long time,
| allowing for the evolution of diverse avifaunas
and creating a fascinating area for ornithologists
and birdwatchers. Altogether about a third of the
roughly 600 recorded bird species are endemic,

including the dramatically large Philippine Eagle,

by some measures the largest eagle in the world,
| and Asia's smallest bird, the Miniature Tit-babbler.
Other endemics include 12 flowerpeckers, 7
sunbirds, 18 babblers, 18 flycatchers, 10 hornbills,
6 kingfishers, 11 parrots and 17 pigeons, as well
as the endemic family of Rhabdornis. No birders

have yet seen all the endemics, indeed several
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hunting pressure is intense (despite wildlife
protection laws) so birds are usually shy. These
factors make birding in most parts of the
Philippines challenging. Moreover, only a small
proportion of the endemics is widespread
throughout most of the larger Philippine islands.
Most of those that are seem well adapted to
secondary forest and therefore to be the ones
most easily seen by a first-time visitor: Red-keeled
Flowerpecker, Handsome Sunbird and Elegant Tit,
Stripe-headed Rhabdornis, Colasisi and Philippine
Bulbul should be looked out for in flowering

or fruiting trees. You are also likely to hear the
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hooting calls of Philippine Coucal and White-

eared Brown-dove, and perhaps even Yellow-
breasted Fruit-dove but you need to be lucky to
get good views. Many can be seen on a short
visit to the Manila area although to see a large
number of them requires travelling to several of
the major islands.

Most of the non-endemic residents are
widespread Asian species. A century ago, most
of the Philippines had been covered in tropical

forest for thousands, in places millions, of years.
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|Receeled Flowermecker

Dicaeum Haematostictum

eRed-Keeled Flowerpecker by Bobby Kintanar
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The common birds were the native endemic

forest birds that had evolved in isolation. In the
last 50 years most of the forest has been cleared,
often for agriculture but also for the timber. These
areas have now been colonised by widespread
Asian birds that make up the majority of the easily
seen residents. They include Olive-backed and
Purple-throated Sunbirds, White-breasted Wood-
swallow, Pied Fantail, Mangrove Blue Flycatcher,
Striated and Tawny Grassbirds, Yellow-vented
Bulbul and Pied Bushchat, all of which might be
new for Taiwanese birders.

The rest of the avifauna cornprises migrants
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ePalawan peacock pheasant --Benedict de Laender
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and vagrants: the islands lie on the same major
migration pathway for northeast Asian birds as
Taiwan and are also a major wintering ground
for several species that seem to pass to the east
of Taiwan, such as Gray's and Middendorff's
Warblers. The country is extremely important
wintering area for many waders but their numbers
and distribution are still poorly known.

The northernmost islands, the Batanes and
Babuyans, have much in common with Taiwan's
Lanyu and the Ryukyu Islands of Japan: typical
birds are Brown-eared Bulbuls and Whistling
Green Pigeons, but even here one of the islands
has its own special endemic - the Calayan Rail.
These islands are plagued (and protected) by
rough seas, though, and can be difficult to visit.
Crossing the seas to the main island of Luzon
produces a big change in the bird-life. Luzon is a
major endemic bird area with about 30 of its own
birds, as well as sharing another 50 Philippine
endemics with other islands of the Philippines.
These can, in theory, all be seen either in the
forests of the long Sierra Madre chain along the
east coast, or in the Cordillera mountains to the

northwest. However, some endemics, including
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e\White-Eared Brown-Dove--Bobby Kintanar
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the Worcester's Buttonquail and the Brown-
banded Rail have not yet been seen by even the
most hardcore of birders.

Many of the endemics can be seen easily at
Mt. Makiling, just a two hour drive south from
Manila. Specialties include both of the fabulous
Malkohas: the Red- or Rough-crested and the
Scale-feathered, each with its bizarre, punk-style
'hair-do', as well as some of the more difficult
birds such as Indigo-banded Kingfisher. About 3
hours west of Manila is the forest reserve of Subic
Bay. Here hunting has been prohibited for years
and many species that are rare elsewhere can
be seen at close quarters. Several green parrots
- Blue-naped parrot, Green Racquettail and
Guaiabero - can be seen more easily here than
anywhere else. Even within Manila itself there can
be good birdwatching: the coastal lagoon hosts
a variety of waders and heron species, including
thousands of Black-winged Stilts, as well as the
endemic Philippine Duck. Nearby grasslands have
Middendorff's Warblers and Grass Owls though
planned developments will surely eliminate these
in the future. A day's travel north of Manila will
bring you to Banaue and its famous rice terraces.
The hills and mountains to the north of here, such
as Mt. Polis, still have some forest that supports
colourful montane endemics such as Flame-
breasted Fruit-dove, Metallic-winged Sunbird and
Whiskered Pitta.

Just about visible to the south of Manila are
the mountains of the neighbouring island of
Mindoro. This has at least six of its own endemic
birds although some, such as the Black-hooded
Coucal, are very hard to find owing to their
shyness and the scarcity of remaining lowland
forest and others, such as the Mindoro Imperial
Pigeon, owing to frequent foul weather in their

mountainous habitat.

| To the southwest of Mindoro lies one of the

best islands in the country for birdwatching -
Palawan. This and its small satellites were close to
Borneo during the last ice age, and its avifauna

includes many birds in common with that island



and mainland Southeast Asia. It has seventeen
endemic birds of its own, many of which can easily
seen at the spectacular St Paul's national park
not far from the capital town of Puerto Princesa.
These include the gorgeous Palawan Peacock
Pheasant and the Blue-headed Racquettail.

Lying centrally in the Philippines, east of Palawan,
is the fertile and hence densely populated
region of the Visayas. This agglomeration of
islands includes at least two endemic bird
areas. The West Visayan islands of Negros and
Panay have at least ten of their own endemics,
including two hornbills and the improbable
looking Flame-templed babbler. Birders usually
visit the Mt. Talinis area in the south of Negros
for the hornbills and babblers. In the north of
Negros, Mt. Canlaon may still be the home of
the Negros Fruit-dove, a bird to look out for as
there have been no reliable sightings since its
discovery in 1953. Almost touching Negros, and
yet with a very distinct avifauna, is Cebu. This is
the unique home of the Black Shama and the
hard-to-see Cebu Flowerpecker. Check out the
Cebu Biodiversity Conservation Foundation and
arrange a visit to the remnant forest at Tabunan
for a chance of seeing these.

Other nearby islands with distinctive endemic
birds of their own include Tablas with its odd
drongo, Siquijor with a unique bulbul, and
Camiguin Sur with a distinctive hanging parrot
and bulbul. East of Cebu lie the East Visayan
islands of Bohol, Leyte and Samar. These share
many endemic species with more southerly
Mindanao but Leyte and Samar have their own
Pygmy babbler and Miniature Tit-babbler, the
latter another bird whose distribution remains
completely unknown.

The second largest island in the Philippines,
Mindanao, has the second greatest number of
endemic birds, though it shares many with the
East Visayan islands. Many are montane and
most can be seen on Mt. Kitanglad. It can be
easily reached via a flight to Cagayan de Oro,
followed by transport to the Malaybalay area.

Apo Myna, Black-and-cinnamon Fantail and Red-
eared parrotfinch are specialties of this area.
The majestic Philippine Eagle breeds regularly
here, though active nests are not available to
birdwatchers every year. Lowland forest can
be hard to access though, and in many places
is only protected by law and not by action.
Many endemics can still be seen in the PICOP
concession near Bislig in the east of Mindanao but
as more virgin forest is cleared by settlers weekly,
probably for not many more years. Other forested
areas popular with birdwatchers include the west
side of Lake Sebu in South Cotabato province,
the slopes of Mt. Apo, and the watershed areas of
Zamboanga. There are a few trouble spots within
Mindanao but the majority of accessible areas are
both friendly and safe.

Southwest of Zamboanga lies the Sulu
archipelago. Some of the Sulu islands are still
plagued with bandits but Tawi Tawi to the south
is recovering from years of trouble and may
become open to birdwatchers in a few years time.
Endemics include the Blue-winged Racquettail,
the Tawi Tawi Brown-dove, and the Sulu Bleeding-
heart, a pigeon that has not been reliably
recorded since its discovery over a hundred years
ago.

Many other islands have rarely been visited by
birders and anyone with a camera has a chance
to document some interesting new discoveries.
Vagrants arrive with typhoons or perhaps by
miscalculation or may just be overlooked.
Eurasian Starling and Eurasian Spoonbill have
recently been documented as new to the country
by alert bird photographers. There is huge
potential for new seabirds, in particular; although
lying on the edge of the west Pacific only four
petrels and two shearwaters are so far on the
country list.

i he }-’Wirllp}:\m@s !'1"5 so much to offer the

i i
visiting birder!
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According to the National Geographic Magazine,
Gwaii Haanas National Park reserve in Queen
Charlotte Islands is ranked as the No.1 National
Park out of the whole of North America. In
addition, there is an island named SGang Gwaay
in this archipelago has been reserved as a World
Heritage Site in 1981 by UNESCO for the ancient
Haida culture.

Moreover, Bird Life International has declared
over eight IBA sites in this Northwest Rainforest’

s archipelago of the islands situated along the
Pacific Flyway, and every migratory bird flies
through there twice a year. These reports drew me
back to ten years ago; one of my friends from the
birding club said to me: "If you want to view sea
birds such as a Puffin, Auklet, Murre or a Murrelet
in one birding trip, you should go to the Northern
Islands between Vancouver Island and Alaska.”
After checking through the National Parks
website, apparently, these sea birds were breeding

in huge numbers, and article further emphasizes
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this information stating that: ‘Fishermen running
north before storms have run through ducks
in water for hours. This would have been an
amazing sight to behold; the image of hundreds
of flapping wings filled my eyes.

As mentioned previously the abundance of
species should make it a great birding spot,

however there is a lack of information about



birding tours and routes planning on the
website. And no any local birder information
could be found on the www// birdingpal.org.
In addition to this the weather can be poor and
very unpredictable; some people even refer to
the park as 'the edge of the world’ due to the
rugged aspect of the island; no roads, trails and
a lack of facilities such as rough accommodation.
Access to the park is also very limited; there are a
very limited number of boats and floatplanes.
Just days before we departed some of my friends
phoned me and said “Don’ t go birding there
in the summer, it'" s only good for fishing” . They
subsequently decided to stay at home which
made us reconsider the whole plan, obviously
they didn’ t think that going for only eight
species of breeding sea birds on a trip of eight
days was worth it.
Eventually, my wife and I made this so called
‘the edge of the world’" bird trip, a rough
eight-day northwest boating trip. We took four

days ferry round trip starting with two days up

v

""-';Wé;:'- 4 %

4

‘inside

from Vancouver Island via west coast

passage’ to Prince Rupert and connected
with another night ferry to the Queen Charlotte
Islands, and came back with another two days
down with same route. Regarding the four days
boat trip in the archipelago, we ran into a boating
group with two young guides and four Japanese
tourists. We decided to go on this trip mainly
because you are only young once, why not make
the most out of the adventure.

Eight species with little wings were in the park;
they seemed to have plenty of food and were
very isolated and safe from disturbance. Seabirds
“land”

which makes spotting them all the much harder.

" "

spend most of their time at “"sea” not

Very different from sea bird’" s busy soaring and
charting through the air of Central America, these
mysterious Northwest sea birds are small in size,
silent and flying about few feet high above the
water.

Birding along Northwest cost of America was
a challenge at this time of the year. We knew
seabirds were possible anywhere, but we did not

know where and at what time was best to see
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FORK-TAILED STORM PETREL, JIK'lIGA OR SDAAGWAANA
Occanodroma furcata

The fork-tailed storm petrel is the smallest
seabird. It has a bluish-grey body with black
around the eye. The Leach’s storm pelrel,
Oceanodroma leucorhoa (Vieillat), is blackish-
brown with a white rump patch above the
forked tail.

Storm petrels feed far offshore, picking small
marine animals from the surface of the water
while slill in flight. They feed a single chick

a regurgitated plankton mixture. Most young
fledge in August and September. About 115,000
petrels nest in the area.

PIGEON GUILLEMOT, SGAGADAWAA or JAAD XAWS

Cepphus columba

The pigeon guillemot has a

black body with a white patch on
the upper wing marked by a black
triangle. its feet and the insides of
its mouth is bright orange. It makes
a characteristic ‘'weeee’ call.

Groups of pigeon guillemols are
commonly seen feeding close to
shore. The birds usually have two
chicks, and throughout the day the
parents feed the chicks bottom-
dwelling fish such as blennies and
sculpins, which the birds catch

in the shallow water. The chicks
usually fledge in August.

Dovtald Gunar

RHINOCEROS AUKLET, HLAGWAATS'I or 7UHUU

Cerorhinca monocerata

The rhinoceros auklet has distinctive white
head plumes and a yellow “horn” at the
base of the upper bill. They fly close to the
water, beating their short wings rapidly.

They lay one egg, in a burrow in a forested
area. The parents return to the colony at
night to feed their young whole fish. The
birds sometimes can be seen near shore
at night with their bills full of fish.

Pl Gran

TUFTED PUFFIN, KUXAANA

The tufted puffin has a distinctive, large orange
bill, with a white face and yellow head tufts,

The birds use their short wings to “fly”

underwaler in search of prey. The adults [
generally feed within sight of land and parents

may make many trips a day to carry fish back |
to their young in burrows.

The horned puffin Fratercula corniculata prefers
the open marine environment but has been seen
singly or in very small groups mingling with
1ufted puffins and rhinoceros auklets near rich
feeding grounds like Cape St. James.

anad Guny

ANCIENT MURRELET, SGINXAANA
| Synthiiborampitus antiguus
|

The ancient murrelet has a grey back with
a white stripe above the eye that extends

onto the back of the head, a black bib and
a white breast.

Ancient murrelets have been studied

intensively on the islands. They lay 2 eggs

and both parents share the 32-day incubation duty. During the night,
usually around the end of May, parents and their 2-day old chicks depart |
for the sea. They have been known lo travel up to 50 kilometres away
from the colony by the following day. An estimated 238,000 breed in
Gwaii Haanas.

Dol Gunn |

COMMON MURRE
Uria aalge

The common murre has a dark,
sooty brown head and back with
while underparts. It has a distinctive,
long, slender, pointed bill.

Murres generally breed on the thin
ledges of sea cliffs where they lay a
single egg on the ground. Chicks are
fed one fish at a time throughout the
day. One parent, usually the male,
accompanies the chick to sea when
it is approximately 20 days old.

Dol Gunn

CASSIN'S AUKLET, HAJAA
Ptychorampiis aleuticus

The Cassin’s auklet has a dark
grey upper body with white to light
gray below and a while spot above

pale eye.

They lay a single egg and return to
the colony at night to feed their
chicks regurgitated plankton, Breedin
coincides with the plankton bloom

in the northeastern Pacific. About
165,000 breed in Gwaii Haanas.

Dowald Gunn
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MARBLED MURRELET, TS'ALANGAH

Braclhyrlampiues marmoratus
The marbled murrelet has a L P

dark brown upper body, and its
underparts are mottled brown
and white.

Pairs are commonly seen on the
water close lo shore. Because
few nests have been found, little
is known about the marbled
murrelet’s breeding biology.
They nest inland in trees where
they lay a single egg.

Domalid Guant




them. In the end, my journal showed that I had
listed 48 species with 8 of them being breeding
sea birds from over the Queen Charlotte Islands,
which was exactly what I wanted them on my life-
list. I certainly felt like I deserved it.

In closing, birding over here is definitely
challenging and sea birds are very unpredictable
if you don’ t know where they are, however, with
the rich cultural heritage, rainforest, ocean and
gorgeous scenery of the Northwest coast, the trip
to the Gwaii Haanas National Park was defiantly a
once in a lifetime experience and one that I would
highly recommend.

I would like to thank Gwaii Haanas National Park Visitor
Guide for kindly permitting me to use these photos of birds
and interpretation in my trip report, and to submit them to
the bi-monthly "Feather"”of Chinese Wild Bird Federation

(Taiwan).
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Bird List -

Pacific Loon / Yellow-billed Loon / Common Loon
/ Double-creasted Cororant / Pelagic Cormorant
/ Great Blue Heron / Canada Goose / Mallard /
Harlequin Duck / Bald Fagle / Sandhill Crane / Bristle-
thighted Curlew? / Black Oystercatcher / Mew Gull
/ Herring Gull / Glaucous-winged Gull / Common
Murre / Pigeon Guillemot / Ancient Murrelet /
Marbled Murrelet / Cassin’ s Auklet / Parakeet Auklet
/ Rhinoceros Auklet / Tufted Puffin / Belted Kingfisher
/ Red-breasted Sapsucker / Northern Flicker /
Northwest Crow / Cormmon Raven / Pacific-sfope
Flycatcher / Violet-green Swallow / Tree Swallow/
Barn Swallow / Chestnut-backed Chickadee / Varied
Thrush / American Robin / Swainson’ s Thrush /
Hermit Thrush / European Starling / Cedar Waxwing
/ Townsend Warbler / Fox Sparrow / Song Sparrow
/ Dark-eye Junco / Red Crossbill / Brown-headed
Cowbird -

Marmmal List :
Red Squirrel / Steller’ s Sea lion / Harbor Seal /
{ Killer Whale / Black
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Haida Gwall Watchmen

In the past, Haida watchmen were posted at strategic positions.
around a village to = the alarm in advance of an approaching
enemy. Watchmen also crowned poles as carved figures protecting
the village from evil spirits.

Today, from spring until autumn, the Haida Gwaii Watchmen serve
as guardians at the following old village sites:
* K'uuna Linagany (Skedans)

ks, Anthony Island)

NOTE: T'aanuu and K'uuna Linagaay are located cutside the
boundaries of the National Park Recerve, but within those of the Haida
Heritage Site.

‘Watchmen live in camps at the ancient villages ensuring that these
sites are respected. The Watchmen, although not tour guides,

provide a wealth of knowledge to people who visit each site.
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The construction of Suao-Hualian Expressway
was sent back to The Ministry of Transportation
and Communications in April, 2008. However, the
premier of The Executive Yuan Liu Chao-shiuan
suddenly announced that it will be built on 6, July.
Because The Executive Yuan didn’ t have estimates
and discussions, there were many contradictions in
their announcements, including the name, budget
resource, and so on.
The Government brought up the policy of the
construction of Suao-Hualian Expressway in 1999,
and it passed the Environmental Impact Assessment
( EIA ) in short four months. The EIA of the
construction of Suao-Hualian Expressway ignored
that it will pass more than ten kinds susceptible area.
Because the construction of Suao-Hualian Expressway
was decided by political considerations instead of
professional assessment, it was predestined that full
of frustrations.
Ministry of Transportation and Communications
Taiwan Area National Expressway Engineering Bureau
changed the route for avoiding water seepage fault
in 2006. It was obvious that Environmental Protection
Administration didn’ t have thorough investigation
in EIA of 2000. They just made an endorsement for
election politics and didn’ t assess the impact of this
construction. However; the analysis on the difference
of the environmental impact in this time stifl is a
‘pass before investigation and assessment” typical
case.
Any policies have high political considerations are
complicated and controversial. The ruler shall make
policy by objective and professional assessment to
convince people.
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