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Development of Bird-watching Ecotourism
in Taiwan

SU/RIR A B ERERABRBERES F - 2 LEEEI RS

Liang-Li Liu, Tourism and Hospitality

Management, Kainan University, Taiwan

We have reviewed the definitions of
ecotourism from different demands and
tour types, and regarded as that the
definition of The International Ecotourism
Society (TIES) which is a Responsible
travel to natural areas that conserves
the environment and improves the well-

being of local people is very good to
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Bird-watching Ecotourism of Taiwan.
That’s because we have very friendly
environments of bird-watching, such as
long-term history of conservation, strong
support by the public and the Government,
and also good communication ways to
understand bird name and avian ecology.
The developing procedures of this wildlife
ecotourism in Taiwan of our opinions are
emphasizing the complete and sustainable

ecosystem, encouraging all stakeholders to



get eco-labeling accreditation, and trying
to find the profits from tourists for local
people and bird guides.
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Principles of Bird Tourism

M ELEE OB PER
(#13F ABirdlife International Asia Partnership Bird Tourism Charter for Asia)

The Bird. Tourism Charter for Asia aims to harness
the potential of bird-focused nature tourism as a
positive force for biodiversity conservation that
brings benefits to visitors and hosts alike, through
setting out and promoting best practice.

This section presents the eight principles of bird
tourism, grouped under four themes : species; sites;
habitats and people. For each principle, examples

are given of how the principle could be applied by
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visitors, tourism operators, site managers, NGOs

and/or governments.
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What have we learnt from the incident of a Red-

Crowned Crane

A Red-Crowned Crane was found shot
in a military airport. It was named Dan-
Dan thereafter. After having being taken
cared by Taipei City Zoo for 3 years, it was
send to Korea for releasing in the wild.
Unfortunately, the bird crashed its wing in
a flight, and then died. Why was it shot in a
Military Airport2 Why was it send to Korea
for releasing in the wild? If this is a lesson,
there is a lot we should learn from it.
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Changhua County

We conducted a wintering raptor survey
during Dec. 1st 2008 to March 13th 2009 at
Dacheng wetlands, and recorded 8 species of
diurnal raptors. Circus spp. had the highest number,
a total of 21 individuals, including 17 Eastern
Marsh Harriers (Circus spilonotus), @ Pied Harriers
(C. melanoleucos), and 2 Hen Harriers (C. cyaneus)
were identified. This is the first report of the three
Circus spp. sympatric wintering in Taiwan. The
maximum number of Circus spp. was counted on
Jan. 6th 2009 including 15 Eastern Marsh Harriers
and 1 Pied Harrier. In addition, the endangered
species, Oriental White Stork (Ciconia boveiana),
was also found wintering at Dacheng wetlands. Due

to habitat change caused by afforestation policy at
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2008 Wintering raptor survey in Dacheng wetlands,

X/H G FEE REH

Aoku wetlands, Dacheng wetlands have become
the most important wintering ground of Circus
spp. in Taiwan. Because of the unique habitat
preference of Circus spp., we need more actions on
conservation to protect Dacheng wetlands.

Rey Words:Dacheng wetlands, individual
identification, Eastern Marsh Harrier, Pied Harrier,

sympatric wintering
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Discover the enchanted Galapagos island

X/B EREEREY

Feburary 12 2009 happens to be the 200th anniversary
Darwin giving up the ghost. It is also the day fie published
(THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES ) that fias been around
for 150 years . Scientists and supporters for evolution
theory all over the world are slated to hold more than 280
symposiums in over 31 countries to pay their respect and
honor fiim whom change the fiuman thiought . No wonder
Britains were crazy about fiim , more than 300 memorial
activities were feld in U.K,, and the royal post company
will even issue 10 post stamps titles Darwin . I am proud of
Jfollowing in the great biologist*s footprint to Galapogose
island and shareing my records and experiences with all

birdwatcher colleagues.
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From Galapagos travel to think about and memorize the

contribution of Charles Darwin in Evolutionary theory

The Galapagos Archipelago is among the fighest [(ist of
destinations on ecotourism in the world: It is also famous for

fearless and unique wildlife and are of immense importance to our
understanding of the natural world. The islands fave been called’
“a living laboratory of evolution”.

- We travelled to Galapagos Islands in January, 2004. In eight-day
tour of Goat cruise, we saw many faunas such as Giant Tortoises,

. Marine Iquanas, Land Iguanas, Green Turtles, Sea Lions,
Penguins, Pelicans, Frigatebirds, Tropichirds, Boobies, Darwin
Finches, Flightless Cormorants and so on. There are also beautiful
basaltic landscapes and magnificent volcanic lava fields in several
islands. :

Charles Darwin went to Galapagos Islands in 1835 and stay there

Jfor 5 weeks. During the visit, fie noted the differences in bills of
“various finchies. He also noted the similar differences in the shape
of shells on Giant Tortoises. From thiose observations, combined
with many other findings, led to the publication of “ The Origin
of Species”, which becomes one of the most influential books ever
published. We think about Charles Darwin and memorize him
for his great idea on Natural Selection which led to the theory of
‘Evolution.
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B2 : Sturniculus lugubris
%I43 : Asian Drongo Cuckoo
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TROGLODYTIDAE

wom T T T TR

SITTIDAE

AF#  STURNIDAE

A | Acridotheres cristatellus Crested Myna ER T+

R4S  |Surnus nigricollis Black-collared Starling £5 5%

EAA A Sturnus sturninus Purple-backed Starling

A g Sturnus philippensis Chestnut-cheeked Starling

EW4 Y  |Swurnus sinensis White-shouldered Starling

ks |Sturnus roseus Rosy Starling

A S  |Surnus sericeus Red-billed Starling

Kirh | Sturnus cineraceus White-cheeked Starling

ek S |Sturnus vulgaris European Starling

L TURDIDAE

& M % & ¥ |Mvophonus insularis Taiwan Whistling Thrush Eed

@ 2 5 & ¥ |Myophonus eaeruleus Blue Whistling Thrush &5

a i bt  |Zoothera sibirica Siberian Thrush

G Rl  |Zoothera aurea White's Thrush

fpsbt, |Zoothera dauma Scaly Thrush

S8 Turdus hortulorum Grey-backed Thrush

13 Turdus cardis Papanese Thrush

X Turdus merula Eurasian Blackbird

R 2 Turdus poliocephalus Island Thrush #Hz

Qi Turdus obscurus Eyebrowed Thrush

g Turdus pallidus Pale Thrush

AL Turdus chrysolaus Brown-headed Thrush

B3t Turdus ruficollis |Red-throated Thrush

koL Turdus naumanni Naumann's Thrush

PLEL ¥ Turdus eunomus Dusky Thrush

L Brachypteryx montana 'White-browed Shortwing 4% 52
MUSCICAPIDAE

B &3k% |Luscinia akahige apanese Robin

SRS Luscinia komadori |Ryukyu Robin

Eermas Luscinia svecica Bluethroat

] \Luscinia calliope Siberian Rubythroat

[£:& ] Luscinia cyane Siberian Blue Robin

AR#SA  |Luscinia indica White-browed Bush Robin EL¥+d

h#

CINCLIDAE

F W% |Luscinia johnstoniae Collared Bush Robin 1%
ge Luscinia cyanura Orange-flanked Bush Robin

S L8RS, |Luscinia sibilans Rufous-tailed Robin

4% Copsychus saularis Oriental Magpie-Robin - 54
i, |Phoenicurus ochruros Black Redstart

LY |Phoenicurus auroreus Daurian Redstart

& &Y |Rhvacornis fuliginosa Plumbeous Water Redstart ks
a1k,  |Chaimarrornis leucocephalus |White-capped Water Redstart |25
% Myiomela leucura White-tailed Robin i
IHA Enicurus scouleri Little Forktail

Ebiyh Saxicola torquatus Common Stonechat

b3 L) Sexicola ferreus Grey Bushchat

ek Oenanthe isabellina Isabelline Wheatear

i K Oenanthe oenanthe Northern Wheatear

SR 8 (Ocnanthe deserti Desert Wheatear

Eng Monticola solitarius Blue Rock Thrush

g  |Monticola gularis White-throated Rock Thrush
aihalh  |Rhinomyias brunneatus Brown-chested Jungle Flycatchey
B Muscicapa striata Spotted Flycatcher

R Muscicapa griseisticta Grey-streaked Flycatcher

¥ ) Muscicapa sibirica Dark-sided Flycatcher

pA T Muscicapa dauurica Asian Brown Flycatcher

ELEE Muscicapa muttui Brown-breasted Flycatcher

SR Muscicapa ferruginea Ferruginous Flycatcher

aRi Ficedula zanthopygia Yellow-rumped Flycatcher

WA Ficedula narcissina Narcissus Flycatcher

SR8 %8 |Ficedula mugimaki Mugimaki Flycatcher

oo i Ficedula parva Red-breasted Flycatcher

KM ay  |Ficedula hyperythra Snowy-browed Flycatcher F=¥41
SHHH  |Cvanoptila cyanomelaena Blue-and-white Flycatcher

e Eumyias thalassinus Asian Verditer Flycatcher

WA Nilava vivida Vivid Niltava e
R Culicicapa ceylonensis Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher

DICAEIDAE

Dicaeum concolor

Plain Flowerpecker

Dicaeum ignipectum

NECTARINIIDAE

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker

LR K Hy % |ethopyga christinae Fork-tailed Sunbird -
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Cross strait meeting for conservation of Chinese Crested Tern

A I 4 w >l Wit v sy, Py, ympp | e _J VY [’
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Specialists from BirLife International, Fujian Birdwatching Society, Zhejiang Wild Bird Society and

Chinese Wild Bird Federation(BirdLife in Taiwan) gathered in Fuzhou for a 2-day meeting for

conservation of Chinese Crested Tern on Apr. 11-12. Searching for a new breeding site in 2009 is the

goal agreed by all participants.
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