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Typhoon Murak heavily damaged the natural

environment of Wutai, Pingtung in August 2009.
The population of Russet Sparrow was adversely
influenced. When I went up to the mountain arca
of Wutai at the end of October, it was deadly
quiet with Russet Sparrow in sight. Then during a
survey done in Jan. 2010, 5 Russet Sparrows were
recorded. A month later, 8 were found. We know
that these birds live close to human and though the
population is slowly growing, it is far less than the
population before the typhoon. We need to do more

for them.
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Problems in managing and classifying invasive bird species of Taiwan

We have encountered an increasing problem of
invasive birds in Taiwan. To manage invasive bird
species, two stages of researches were conducted.
In the first stage, a quick assessment on the
invasive potential of exotic bird species was
developed; and in the second stage, an evaluation
system of classifying invasive bird species into
three categories of management was determined,
including Category A of top priority, Category B
of the second priority and Category C of the third
priority. A total of 36 invasive bird species have
been suggested in the management list with 9
species of Category A, 12 species of Category B
and 15 species of Category C.
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Threskiornithidae (.88 #l) |Threskiornis aethiopicus R RE0RE A
Phasianidae (##!) Pavo cristatus EEEfL e A
Phasianidae (H#l) Phasianus colchicus karpowi = e (B PIEEE) A
Corvidae (18%]) Urocissa erythrorhyncha #1825 A6/ op Bl BE & A
Muscicapidae (85 AFESER]) |Copsychus malabaricus RIEEE/ ERNE A
Columbidae (MEa8%]) Geopelia striata WS A
Ploceidae (#3325 H) Ploceus cucullatus REHHE A
Viduidae (#ERH) Vidua macroura HEM#ER/RCE A
Sturnidae (B #) Acridotheres burmannicus AEMRE A
Sturnidae (185 %]) Gracupica nigricollis SHERE B
Sturnidae ({fRE %) Acridotheres tristis x )\ B
Sturnidae ({5 H) \Aplonis panayensis RS B
Sturnidae (1R & #l) Acridotheres fuscus I\ E B
Sturnidae (1R 2 H) Acridotheres javanicus BEN\E B
Sturnidae (B #l) Sturnus malabaricus EERE B
Timaliidae (EEH) Garrulax chinensis BHERE B
Timaliidae (FEH) Garrulax canorus AERE B
Estrildidae (8 H) Lonchura malabarica EEREXR/EENE B
Estrildidae (18{5&H) Lonchura atricapilla EENRIBRBEYE B
Corvidae (1EF!) Cyanopica cyana =R B
Estrildidae (1815 H]) Lonchura maja BEEME B
Muscicapidae (¥ A FEHER]) |Copsychus saularis #5108 C
Pycnonotidae (35%) Pycnonotus jocosus JARER:E C
Sturnidae (1R B Hl) Gracula religiosa NhER C
Emberizidae (¥5%) Paroaria coronata e C
Estrildidae (#8{C& ) Padda oryzivora M C
Timaliidae (HEH) Garrulax sannio =Y C
Estrildidae (1§75# %) Estrilda astrild eIt E C
Estrildidae (i§15&H]) Estrilda melpoda BHEBICE C
Fringillidae (%) Serinus mozambicus SR AT C
Cacatuidae ([ElER¥5iEHL) Cacatua galerita SEIC B BA RS S/ A5 C
Cacatuidae (ElE¥5ER]) Cacatua alba EN=NENEE T TN Cc
Cacatuidae (ElBE¥5I5H]) Cacatua goffini XS E RSB/ NE c
Cacatuidae (JElgE2585H]) Cacatua moluccensis 5 65 [ 98 85 15 C
Psittacidae (E5iEH) Trichoglossus haematodus PEH KRR EERT [0
Psittacidae (#8518 %) Eos bornea PRS-y EniETEAREY C
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EREZIIESEBEEHNRBENTEY - BE - RENOIRBELIFZEERN - HPISARNELERE
YtE - BRESNEEERREES - MAYENNA - #ALESHMLE  BARBERAZREMLH
HE —HZR ELERIA/IREER  CHESUHENTEE -  FEEARNENT  LER
ZENGIEY - EHRENRE D - MIEZM -

BFEAR - 1995 - MG BESEBNESKNAERS - MEEAGHBEEEST -

Fl/vin - 1999 - EMEIMESNRIER W 2R - BIS 7: 45-58 -

Shieh, Bao-Sen, Ya-Hui Lin, Tsung-Wei Lee, Chia-Chieh Chang, and Kuan-Tzou Cheng. 2006. Pet trade as sources of
introduced bird species in Taiwan. Taiwania, 51(2): 81-86.
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We used a questionnaire to investigate the predation
risk of feral domestic chickens by wild animals
from 2003 to 2006. In all, a total 240 cases of
wild animal predation were recorded during this
period, with a high 88.8% of the attacks done by
the Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus. The
hawk attacks were more frequent in winter (47.1%)
and fall (38.3%). In all the attacking events, 80%
of the victims were sub-adult and female. The age
of chicken killed ranges between 8 to 14 days old.
Seventy-three percent of the hawks were caught

by farmers and executed while only 13% were

D 5SPRESRBRESLSHREAR MXE

IIEENRAPHEDNRETRNAT (BAFE) /BBE

H

SEHE ( Macaca cyclopis ) AMERERIEES
e BLERBRWETISETS - 28 ER - H
BEIEY  EREREREMNIER - RTREEMS
REEERZNSHOEARE ARG
EREPUARBANER  FEEARES - BEF
BEMINRAE  EEA TESEMMEIERELEWL
FTEZTUENER - EREIHE - TEEI (Anas
poecilorhyncha ) #l/NK¥§ ( Anas crecca ) TE18
ERERMAABETRNERERE - E2EME
REZNEEMSCELLMWEEBRE (TTHREBE
al - 1999) - MAMB L ERERRESFOHS

il

il

released. [E B B8 Bl o 2 BB Bl B 48 A IR 1T 28 A SR T 48 AR Y 8

(E5E - £&E= - 1990) - AtERBEEBEE

AER BERRNANEDTEBLEN RIRNEMH 5K FEABHERSFENES
wWHR2HE  BAHRFREHLEHVEESE XM [HIEKH -

R - HEERNE] E RS At AIEE T A
DIERBEMERNER - FZEAEARBHEND
MESHINYE TEELTHKRBEUSHAR
Wi BEEEEHEANBENTSEETER -
BMERN S ( Gorsachius melanolophus ) ~
HAE (Otus lettia ) MBEEE ( Accipiter
trivirgatus ) S XBER  EREAWHHUEERE
RES  BEHVYSHEN - GRELREESA

BRTYIRBEEEENBOYE BREHUS
RERBMMERBEIN B ERALEHEER
b BREEEBYEINSRAEES  SEERE
BPREMHERIHNEE  BREMHACBIEAR
BEMNGESY  BUETEEFEENTEHY
BEME - AEMENGREHR - EMNERER
IAZERUNES - Al - BELABFEHESR
BHSIRIEEZHIE ( Shawyer et al., 2000 ;

FREL - BUEEIR - ABRBEBMZBEENERLY  Henderson et al., 2004 ) - M 1990EHI % -
&1 AEREERAZEE SR R EEEI T TR E

Bz 0-7 8-14 16521 22-28 29-35 3642 4349 50-56
kS 18.4 52.1 11.8 7.7 52 4.8 0 0
zF 12.8 446 23.1 11.4 6.7 1.2 0.2 0
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SEtAMtMEEESKERAENEERL  HEA
58 ( Ketupa flavipes ) BEIBABERE  —F
RAERT2BTEANBEBR (HTHE -
2004) - WIREESKATFRER  EEBEEDPE
e (MXE - RBREM ) - EZFR - UEHE
BOBIMEKAE ( Spizaetus nipalensis ) 1A A
RESMMWIHIERLCE (HICE) - 2005 ) - BLE
PERANEEEEEABREASRZENEESE -
MEAWKRENTE  BEIJEERNSHEENE
PEZEIMT ( Thirgood et al., 2000 ; Treves and
Karanth, 2003 ; Graham et al., 2005 ) -

BTEIRIAGENESHREEXMELEWNE
EHER - B52003~2006F 2 - T A BEREHT
MEEsSEaBE R - LOBEMHRBG B E P ERi
EBFENT  KF - BlE- HESHMEHLSBEE
BE - EELHEBENRBESRNZEEBEENE
ZENERENS  LIEKHEESEHRTARIE
BEMEH @ AFENEERE  BEYHER
50  REAEREHEEZENEEH M ES  LE
fEElREt o REBWENERBR  4EMHBET
SMRENM IR F2408 - ARNYEXE

_

EIRITE
RESEARCH

B3 HRIRARBEEMEEERDE -

LIBEEM (2132 ) G A8 D - HEEEBEAS
HINEE [l ( Accipiter virgatus ) - F RINEEE
( Herpestes urva ) & -

BEEMAseErsAwlE  AEEREER
BRBERY  FEREREUEBREMNREHF -
BAFEHHEERE  TENSEPRUGH
(#XES - 2008) - EEEMBENEES
EEE WIE WHHES SFIARKE
H - BRER2M - BEHAKN3SX - WEBETAS
THHE HEEgRHREN2~-3ERAALA -
BEEEBRHEIMRSDIEE ( Reverse Sexual
Dimorphism 2 4 I 7 4 — AR . BIIERHS B K
RIS ) - #EFIHEER3S5g - ERTFHIRER
568g - b9 - AEETABRTIE MR AR - R
eI AEZHIEKE ; EHZIASHE -
RSB AR At Bt - RE SR A AE B ; S AR S Al 19 /R rB At
Bt -

ZHNEHNET BREEREHENERS
FEBEELFT (1M1~18) (471% ) - BB
™=E (8~10H) (38.3%) (E1) - EFEEN
AR E - TRRBLHIIRMNREE RIS (1952 -
91.5% ) - HRIAFE  FWEHBEHEHE - 13
DU RIS KM IE BRGNS ES - 285
68.9%80.5% (E2) - #BRIHEERILI8~14
HEMNSEEEESSEIEEEENKRE (&
1) - HMLBEEERESEMENLERE
8~14HRBEETFHEER1421g - ARBEES
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AREEMEDETNES  BREEY AREEEAS SEASRBTSNUERE  ASHKSOBEEDSARETHER
DB EAE @ ERiETT BSWE @ g

AWHENREERN  EAENEAT &
SRR RMOEEE SRR
&EFH

ABBANBENEES  EEFERS ANHENEESOBT-LEED A RIHEBE EFLIEN - SRR M
AR B0V SR @ iE 6 @i 5 B 15 56

Aﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ@éﬁﬂhﬂﬁ%& ABIZHTERBOMSE - EFBOEE
FH BT EERETE
RI40% - IEMAEERI25% - HEMRFI0AER HARARRNBREDB PR - MapLE

#® - FHESEMNE688.3gM  WREBNHETAT BEERNBHEEINARASER LW BHESA
BRE10%LUT - ARPEEAM AR THEERE UNEE BSBENERARERMTNNEE
BERESEMEENEE Tt RERDMNUER BR AS[ERFENAGFEFHNERE
BICREEARZH (E3) (&#1) - NNRERBREROUE - At - HRERM
S RIAGHRE FEEIRE=BERMERE
KEEMG - 8RR - KEbDoRHRENER BEE
MBERZSFIRENRERYE  EEARRZEES
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NinEhEE  RAEZFEMEFENTER - it
msS  AEBEREESHRFEM - FESTEERE
BETXEFETE HWEREZBEERSEXRE
RBETET I SHENERLASGHNEE &
EXEHBEMNERIME - Bt - £aB2HE X
B BAESMNBERTFASHEBOAMENRD
HENBEERE - BHRAERNER  BEME
BARTREENTAREHIDEER  SEMNEEERE
mEEHD  EERR/FRESEHY (B ) 12
BEE - - HESNERRMSEKRRN SEIME
AARESMEINERNEEER - HEUE 08
HEKX -ERESEME  KZHUP/NENERIS
URAORIVHZLERENE  SEENERERFD
EEHEEEIENERH - FREFRFANAME
BEA BREBWIEBEEMNNBEZEEEE -
ABEZEMNEREBHARRFELEMEA AN
BEBMH -
HREEEMBERRENTREATEH UM
ZHABERTA/NHNEE - AR ARRE @S
Alstim - FEOMMNERAER T T EEVHRZNE
g HRBIBELRAENRRENEEZEHING
HEZOEMRENAGHRSE  HBHAZAMRZER
DH#HE  THEEBHSEEERISEEYNGZE - B
SHIEESFEERMREMERSE  EWHETA
FEl - SR (Aquila fasciata ) HE M EE A
BREERANERS  BEMERANTSRES B
WUMRSEYMAEMNENER - B 7T BREER”
B aELURSEEEESAZRIEERREN
iy REEMEARERHLUBEYNES (KRB
BE)  HBEUREBIEVELERSURNA -
RAMUSEI SR BEERSE - BB WL ARERNED
( Carrete et al., 2002 ) - SELMEMRTEREE
EYTE - RINM L E T W2 ( Falco peregrinus )
MERD  HEHZEBIBEERIEABH
( Shwyer et al., 2000 ) - MEBYERIL S - IE
ERREYMNENEZIARSIRERE ( Happold
and Happold, 1986 ; £3E1EE - 2008 ) MelEE
FERISZ# ( Marti and Hogue, 1979 ) - SHEHM1HE
RoLBRERMUARERSHNRES  LIERE W

_‘\

ST
RESEARCH

HIRMEAERS  BRBRPEEENEEREE
LRERTERY  EUHNSMENHBEZA &
SREENRERDITNBENEYER - KRIZE
R ARlEHER  SRNBECERRREENE
BERBOEZAHNEERE - MOBEMNHYEEEER
HERBRBEPEENRABE  £FLEEMREKRIE
HEENNERE  REDNRAEASZERIH
FE - uUiENE - BRIRBERERNHRINEES
R - GIFELCTHIESERMNER - DRARZE
R BREREERUENERGE -

EE AORMREEN  REFEBRERREER
BERRNEX  £#REEMNRE T  EREPHEE
HRERRRENEX tMEBEHERLE —ERBRERE
71 ( Treves and Karanth, 2003 ; Valkama et a/.,
2005) - AEREHASENBNNZTHRENE
mEA  EELCRBEAIASAIEMNMNRIER
hIEE) - EMSIEEEIBARE  HEERR 7 ERE
EBERREHSENBRNEH#HAZE ( Kenward et
al., 1981 ; Selas, 1997 ; Redpath and Thirgood,
1999 ; Thirgood et al., 2000 ; Woodroffe et al.,
2005 ) - MUK EREVENEEEEH LI
TR - ERRBARSESHNIEFET  ZH=E
AULSHLHMEEEEENES  BLAEFAUEG
R EERGOE CRMEE - ABEBARMEH
B FZRAR—90%  ERZE-—EEEEERE
PHENEERE -

REHES  AMAMIFENL 2P HERERS
MR HREENSPIHBTRNEREEEHE T
TEBPREEAER  BEEAEBZMEZMAIRL
B HEUIR—HEEH -
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It’s unfair to Crows

D =55

In China, people love Common Magpies more than Crows. Because
crows are black, they are thought to be evil. Actually Magpies and
Crows belong to the same family, and indeed it is true that Crows look
uglier. Crows are omnivorous birds and maybe sometimes a little helpful

to farmers.
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BIRDS IN KINMEN

ST LR T BT

[ R oA R 3
Kinmen is an island with rich ecology. It would be
nice to keep it that way through field observations,
photography, education and promotion. A rare Malayan
Night-Heron and a Gray-streaked Flycatcher were
sighted. The breeding of Blue-tailed Bee-cater was
splendid in Cheshan and Tienpu area. A rare Pheasant-
tailed Jacana was also found in Kinmen. What cheered
most of the birders was a Chestnut-winged Cuckoo. We
wish visitors can experience a different summer here in

Kinmen.

S(99)F - SRYWHEEMIBENR - BMEER :
FSEBREEMRE,  RAXBENEZEEEE D
BREEHBEABRLEETHE BXEXHAANTE
ERNRERAGHRERE  UERS  GFEEKE
REMNMK EHARE L - ABEERIE - BFE/)
BHRLXKERERS—EEINWE - UFHENR
5 AREE - 5ATEYRRFMNEREHRAILUE
ERENS  BRBEARAE  BEEMKEHIR
MESHARBE?FERKIEZE HRBTRR - £
ﬁ$%ﬁ%@%ﬁmﬁM@ﬁ%ﬁ%%%ﬁmgv%
—EERE  BIMAKE  RERBINAZNF
5 MERH  A—HNRAEXKERS -

BREMBBNLRRESEMERN "HES
F%%WE%FﬁJ—i-%%@ﬁrﬁﬁ%J-ﬁﬁ
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Everything could happen via birds. With the
common topic—birds, people become friends easily.
In mid-May, | got a phone call. The speaker on the
other end of the line (actually Skype) spoke obvious
British English, which made it a little bit difficult
for me to follow at first. But immediately, I realized
that the couple I had been waiting for was here at
Hualien Port now.

Marijke and her husband, Jaap, are from the
Netherlands, and they’ve been sailing for more than
20 years. “We are not staying in hotels. We are at
Dock No.3. The boat is our home.” She answered
when I asked her which hotel they were staying in.
It turned out that they traveled with another couple
from Australia in another yacht. Both are small
yachts, about 14 meters long. How amazing!
Anyway, it’s a lifestyle quite different from ours.
They stayed here for about 3 weeks, and | was
so happy to meet them and also glad to have the

chance to show them the beautiful birds, insects,

and other wildlife of Taiwan, at least of Hualien.
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It can be described®crazy” when [ first fell T

love with birdwatching. I guess the same situation
happens to every birdwatcher. Then I slowly
adjusted my attitude in a more relax way. Now | see
birds as indicator to the natural environment. It is

good where there are birds.
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My mother and I went on a trip to New
South Wales, Australia to visit my sister in
the Spring of 2009. We visited neighboring
parks, wetlands and national parks. Australia
is a country with spectacular scenery and
rich wildlife. I enjoyed birdwatching and

photographing very much.
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Birdwatching Tourism in Ngpal: o
Opportunitizs and

& @DR. Hum Gurung
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A Bengal Florican
(Houbaropsis bengalensis)
Grassland bird, Critically endangered

A Black Stork
(Ciconia nigra)
Wetland bird
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A Spiny Babbler
(Turdoides nipalensis)
Endemic bird of Nepal
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A Cheer Pheasant A Great Hornbill

(Catreus wallichii)
Globally threatened, Vulnerable bird

Birdwatching tourism is a new phenomenon in
Nepal’ s tourism industry. Historically, Nepal
is well known for mountaineering and trekking
due to its outstanding natural diversity, from
the highest mountain on Earth- Mount Everest,
to the deepest gorge- the Kali Gandaki valley.
Today, many of these outstanding places are
set aside as protected areas. Chitwan, the first

(Buceros bicornis)
Globally Near Threatened bird

i

A Himalayan Monal
(Lophophorus impejanus)
National bird of Nepal

national park was established in 1973 and is
a popular area for birdwatching, although it
is also well known for flagship species such
as tigers and rhinos. BirdLife International,
together with Bird Conservation Nepal, has
identified 27 Important Bird Areas (IBAs)
throughout the country that are considered to

be significant and represent the country’ s

Park

SN Sites No. of Species Species to watch SEER)
1 |Kathmandu
; Cutia, Minlas, Sunbirds, :
a |Phulchowki >288 iRiichos iEabblers atc. November-April
Shivapuri Spiny Babbler, Hill Partridge, -
B National Park S Laughing Thruses Nevemberapril
2 Chitwan National 543 Great Hornbill, Storks, Navember At

Grassbird

Koshi Tappu
Wildlife Reserve

490 (13 GT, 1RS)

Swamp Francolin,
Poacherds, Terns, Skimmer

November-April

Bardiya National
Park

426

Florican, Francolin,
Grassbird

November-April

Shuklaphanta
Wildlife Reserve

423,(13 NT, 15 GT)

Hodgson's Bushchat,
Finn's Weaver, Grassbirds,
Francolin, Florican

November-April

Annapurna
Conservation
Area

486 (14GT, 3RS)

Pheasants, Vultures, Snipes,
Spiny Babbler

October-November
& April-May

Langtang

Satyr Tragopan, Wood Snipe,

October-November,

Z National Park SER(EST SRS Honeyguide & April-May
Sagarmath October-November|
8 National RPark 194 Pheasants, Pochard, Vultures & April-May
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A Kalij P

diverse and rich birdlife. Thirteen protected
areas such as national parks, wildlife reserves,
hunting reserves and conservation areas
are also designated as IBAs. Further, many
community forests, grasslands and wetlands
are home to the birds of Nepal. Nepal harbours
35 species of globally threatened and 133
nationally threatened bird species. The National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act (1973)
has protected nine bird species; of which
four are globally threatened and two are near
threatened.

Nepal’ s birds, like the country itself, were
unknown and unexplored for many years and
foreigners played significant roles in exploring
birdwatching. The history of ornithology in
Nepal began when noted ornithologist S. Dillon
Ripley started the Spiny Babbler Expedition
in 1948 in Kailali district and his subsequent
publication of bird hunting in Nepal entitled

‘Search for the Spiny Babbler’ In 1973
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Colonel William Kirkpatrick collected a few bird
skins for observation which inspired Nepali
The history of birdwatching,
like many other recreational activities learned
Out of
665 species of birds recorded so far (nearly
10 per cent of the world total) 534 species are
found in Kathmandu valley alone.
the popular birdwatching spots in Kathmandu
are Phulchowki, Godavari, Nagarjun, Shivapuri
and Taudaha. The Nepal Bird Watching Club
(NBWC) was established in 1976 with the
support from Hari Sharan

ornithologists.

from the West, began in Kathmandu.

Some of

“Kazi”" Nepali and
Karna Sakya who were pioneers in promoting
In 1982,

NBWC was renamed as Bird Conservation

birdwatching in Kathmandu valley.

Nepal (BCN) which became a national level
authority on knowledge about birds and their
conservation. Today, BCN, the BildLife Partner
in Nepal, have strong partnerships with national
and international conservation agencies for




birds and biodiversity conservation.
The Government of Nepal has already declared
2011 as Nepal Tourism Year. Birdwatching
tourism is one of the new products that have
not been fully explored and it is an opportunity
to market the new product worldwide. In recent
years, Nepal’ s parks and reserves have
attracted dramatically increasing numbers of
international visitors. However, local people
engaged in tourism business have not yet
explored the potential of birdwatching tourism.
The Himalayas are not only a special
destination for trekking and adventure tourism
but also have great potential for birdwatching
tourism which can attract often retired, rich
tourists. However, there is no strategic
marketing to promote birdwatching in Nepal but
thanks to ‘word of mouth’ which is promoted
by tourists who enjoyed the natural and cultural
beauty of Nepal. In fact birdwatching is catered
for by very few tour operators, most of whom
are located in the Terai parks and reserves
such as Koshi Tappu, Chitwan, Bardia and
Suklaphanta. Protected areas in the Terai are
well connected with good roads which cater
well for the often retired and relatively affluent
tourists.

There are numerous important bird areas in
Nepal, protected and unprotected, explored
and unexplored, convenient and challenging.
Some of the popular destinations are Koshi
Tappu Wildlife Reserve, Bardia and Chitwan
National Park. Until recently, the parks and
reserves in the mountains were particularly
challenging because the only means of
transportation was walking. However, the
constructions of roads are common in recent
years in the hills and mountain areas. For
example, the Annapurna Conservation Area
(ACA), which is one of the ten most popular
trekking destinations globally, now has access
to roads in Manang and Mustang. There are
several rural link roads which also connect to
the district headquarters or close to the parks

The construction

and reserves headquarters.
of roads has definitely reduced the visitors'
satisfaction or quality of experience, but the
number of tourists will steadily increase in the
next few years. There will be not only the usual
cheap back packers but also luxurious tourists
will also visit to the ACA other protected areas.
The rural road networks will also bring both
opportunities and challenges.

In the major trekking trails, like in the ACA,
local tourism entrepreneurs have complained to
the government and Annapurna Conservation
Area Project about the roads which they
feared would slow their business down
However, on the
other hand, the easy access to the trekking

due to the motor routes.

areas means new ecotourism opportunities,
especially birdwatching tourism, where rich
and retired birders can view the mountains
combined with birdwatching. There is need to
promote birdwatching tourism as a vehicle for
biodiversity conservation that brings benefits to
visitors and hosts alike.

It is also important to identify and tackle the
new challenges. Foremost, a number of
infrastructures have to improve to promote and
explore birdwatching tourism. First, the quality
of accommodation needs to be improved; the
new clients are usually rich and demand high
quality services. Second, locals and trekking
guides need to be trained and sensitised about
bird conservation where, until now, birds have
been regarded as source of meat. Lastly,
the government must introduce new national
policies for ecotourism to promote birdwatching
in the IBAs.

2011, Nepal could also become a Shangri-La

In view of the Nepal Tourism Year

for birdwatching tourism.

(Writer is Chief Executive Officer of Bird Conservation Nepal)
hum@birdlifenepal.org
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I have considered that the idea about Mayan
civilization most people have is the same with me
that is only pyramid and sacrificing human alive,
Due to global warming and green house effect,
people have more concerns about the changing
of ecology and environment. The release of film
T2012 ; enhance the thinking of the possibility
of Apocalypse. Viewing about Mayan culture,
especially the message what the Mayan calendar
sent have been discussed more. Therefore, it is
highly expected for me to explore Maya in Central
America in this time frame.

All the Mayan historic sites in jungle we
visited in this journey are all well protected, hence
they preserved abundant ecologic environment.
Throughout this trip, [ use 17-40 lens for landscape
and 100-400 lens to capture the image of birds.

Although it is quite grueling to climb up and down
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TAIWAN BARWING

The endemic Taiwan Barwings are uncommon
residents in Taiwan. They distributed in mountain
area within 1500-2700 meters. However they move
down to as low as 700 meters during wintertime.
Primary feathers and tail are distinguished with
black barrings with the male and female sharing
similar plumage. My first encounter with the
Taiwan Barwing was in Xitou. It was a short glance

though but it was so exciting.
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At one of the specially-designed routes for experiential activities ,
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we found a giant Cedar with many

ferns. It’s an apartment for ferns. With lots of sunshine and rain, Pinglin creates a good environment

for ferns. Ferns can be seen almost everywhere on the trail. We invite you to have nice walk with us

in Green Pinglin.
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Typhoon Fanapi
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Typhoon Fanapi brought flood to southern Taiwan in Sep. 2010. There was no flood in

the Park of Pheasant-tailed Jacana, few trees were blown down. The birds are less than

they were before the typhoon. Natural force always brought damage to lives.
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When engraved leg flags were first put on waders in
Australia it was primarily for the purpose of being
able to resight individuals locally, to facilitate
survival rate analyses. However there has been an
unexpectedly large bonus in the form of sightings
of these individually marked birds away from the
flagging area on migration. This note summarizes
the movements information which has been derived
so far from the introduction of the use of engraved
leg flags on Ruddy Turnstone in Victoria in late
2003, in South Australia in early 2004, and in King

Island, Tasmania, since March 2007.
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Taiwan HongKong China Japan Korea Elsewhere

Victoria (Flinders & Barwon Heads) 6
South Australia (south-east) 27 5 2 1 7(NWA*)
King Island, Tasmania 97 2 5 4 1 2(NT**),2(WA***)
Total 140 4 7 1 157
* NWA (Noth-west Australia)
** NT (North Territory, Australia)
" WA (West Australia)

X2, BUSHEXO/EAM 1 BB %4 2Tkl (Metal band 052-51886)

Date Location Circumstances Status
2007/3/27 Currie, King Island Original banding Non-breeding area
2007/5/4 & 8 Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Northward migration
2007/8/3 Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location | Southward migration
2008/4/17 Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Northward migration
2009/3/30 Currie, King Island Recaptured, Flag changed Non-breeding area
2009/4/14~5/21(8) Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Northward migration
2009/8/22 , 24 Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Southward migration
2010/4/19, 28 Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Northward migration
2010/8/26 Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location | Southward migration

23 ~ il HEAH/ XM B 1 Be il 54 25kt (Metal band 052-52039)

Location

Circumstances

Status

2008/3/9 Whistler Point, King Island Original banding Non-breeding area
2008/4/17~23(4) Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Northward migration
2008/8/19~9/2(3) Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Southward migration

2009/2/18 Porky’ s Beach, King Island Seen back in non-breeding area Non-breeding area
2009/4/13~5/7(10) Taiwan Recaptured, Flag changed Northward migration
2009/8/19~8/24(3) Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Southward migration

2010/3/21 South Whistler, King Island Recaptured. Flag changed Non-breeding area
2010/4/19~5/3(3) Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Northward migration
2010/8/26 Taiwan Seen at migratory staging location Southward migration
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The Truth of Environmental Impact Assessment
-Manufacturers’ Interests are not Public Interests

In September 2010, the Supreme Administrative
Court turned down the appeal of Environmental
Protection Administration (EPA) against a ruling
of the Taipei High Administrative Court which
requested the Bureau of third stage of Central
Taiwan Science Park (CTSP) to suspend all
development. Unfortunately, it seems that so far the
Government has not done any honest introspection
yet. For instance, before the judgment has delivered,
President Ma Ying-jeou stated in the National
Industrial Development Conference that, the Court
should take into account the higher public interests,
protect the manufacturers’ interests and should not
reverse the environmental impact assessment (EIA)
conclusion and the EPA’s development admission.

The President’s words have quickly been criticised
for undermining the impartiality of justice. In
addition, the statement that manufacturers’ interests
are equal to public interests is quite paradoxical,
since it is clearly in conflict with the Supreme
Administrative Court’s 2007 decision regarding the
development of Linnei Incinerator in Yunlin County.
Simply speaking, the Court has pointed out that, in
an EIA process, the government must take all the
public interests and the manufacturers’ development
interests into consideration, rather than regarding
the latter directly as the former. However, while
the Taipei High Administrative Court ordered the
Bureau of CTSP to suspend all development in July

November 2010 |

¢ ML e
2010, the government and the EPA continuingly
disregarded the judicial precedent and insisted
on appealing. Thus, it is no wonder that, two
month later, the Supreme Administrative Court
turned down the appeal and stressed again that the
manufacturers’ development interests are simply
private ones, not public interests!! Have the words
of this decision been clear and direct enough for the

impudent government to learn a bitter lesson?
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Species: Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla

Location: “Bu Dai” (found on fish ponds about 2

km south-east of Bu Dai proper).

Date: 234 November 2008 (and other dates).

Observers: Steve Mulkeen (SMM) et al.

Time: About 13:00-15:30.

Distance from bird: Varying (closest 100 metres).

Optics: 10x40 Leica Ultravid binoculars, 30x

Optolyth TBG80 HDF scope.

Weather: Clear and sunny with scattered cloud,
pleasant. Good light. Wind not noted (not
windy).

A2 : Leucophaeus atricilla
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Previous experience of species:

First-winter as vagrant seen in UK in 1991, adult
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B Steve Mulkeen

PN

R - REeE
summer Long Point, Canada (where scarce) found

in May 1997, many (various plumages) Texas, April
1999.
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Previous experience of similar species:

Extensive. However, Franklin' s Gull Leucophaeus
pipixcan (the most similar species) seen before
only twice: once (adult) UK (Cleveland) in Sept
1991, and once (adult or near) Taiwan (Chi Gu)
in May 2004 (both vagrant). Other small-medium-
sized gulls: Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus
ridibundus; Saunders’' s Gull Saundersilarus
saundersi (Taiwan); Common Gull Larus canus
(UK, Europe); "Kamtchatka Gull”

kamtschatschensis (Taiwan); Ring-billed Gull Larus

Larus (canus)

delawarensis (North America); Mediterranean Gull
Ichthyaetus melanocephalus (UK; Europe); Slender-
billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei (Mediterranean,
Israel); Bonaparte' s Gull Chroicocephalus



philadelphia (Canada); Sabine’ s Gull Xema sabini
(UK); Ross' s Gull Hydrocoloeus rosea (UK); Little
Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus (UK, Europe, North
America, Taiwan); Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa
tridactyla (UK, Taiwan).
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Account of Find:

After what can only be described as the most
disappointing autumn period that | had ever
experienced on my local patch of Chi Gu, | was
quite relieved when it finally ended and | could start
to focus my birding efforts other places. For me,
this generally means Au Gu for raptors and usually
at least one big surprise per winter (a presumed
Small Whitethroat Sylvia minula and a male Plaintive
Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus in the preceding
winter) and the gull flock at Bu Dai, which also has
a very solid track record for rarities. Au Gu had
been interesting, with a juvenile Northern Goshawk
Accipiter gentilis sparring with an Eastern Buzzard
Buteo japonicus having been the highlight, though a
juvenile Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus had also been a
big treat. As there had not seemed to be promise of
much more in the day, | had left Au Gu early with the
intention of looking at the gull flock for the first time

this winter.
WA -
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| found a small flock of about 3-400 Black-headed
Gulls adjacent to the road at the northern end of the
fish pond complex upon arrival at Bu Dai and, as they
were somewhat distant, | decided to drive into the
fish ponds for a closer look. As | was driving, | saw
what looked like a small Lesser Black-backed Guill
Larus fuscus rise up from behind an embankment
and drop back down behind it again very quickly.
| figured that | must have misjudged the size, and
walked towards it in expectation of finding a nice big
Heuglin’ s Gull Larus heuglini that | could scope at
close range. As | approached the embankment, most
‘big’

gull could be found. Perplexed, | briefly entertained

of the small gulls drifted away from it, but no

the thought that what | had seen might have been
a Laughing Gull, but quickly dismissed this thought
as being ridiculous. | resolved to be careful in my
checking of the small gulls, though, as | had certainly
seen something odd.
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| quickly scanned a group of Black-headed Gulls
that were bathing on the water at some distance,
and almost immediately noticed one that was clearly
much darker, yet no bigger, than the others. The
ridiculous thought of Laughing Gull returned, and
| fumbled-around in a panic trying to set up my

‘scope. Being familiar with the species, | knew
where to look: the black bill was right, the white eye-
crescents, the longish overall shape, the absence
of much black around the head and what | thought
were blackish-looking legs. | needed spread wings
to eliminate Franklin’ s, though, so had to wait.
As the bird was actively bathing, and occasionally
flying, it did not take long to establish that the dark
greyish mantle merged with blacker primaries and
there was no intervening white area (eliminating
adult Franklin’ s); that the white trailing edge (though
prominent) was rather narrow; and that the wings
were relatively long and tapered, all ‘not good’
for second-winter Franklin’ s. Everything pointed
to Laughing Gull, but still | was having a hard time
in believing it. After about twenty minutes of double-
checking, and rubbing my eyes, | still reached the
same conclusion: | was watching a Laughing Gull.
Knowing that it would, and indeed should, start
something of a panic, | reached for my ‘phone and
began calling people.
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Wu Li Lang, who | thought would be in Au Gu, was

‘'not available' ; Tsai Zhi Yuan, who had earlier
called me sounding happy about having found a
Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus in Ma
Gang (Taipei), began to sound rather depressed as
there was no way he could reach Bu Dai from there
before dark. Others had family commitments, but Da
Chiao Lin, woken from his nap, was apparently ‘'on
his way' . A short time later Wu Li Lang, by chance,
arrived and was able to see the bird well. All of the
late arrivals, however, failed to see the bird as it
started to feed and became mobile.
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| returned the following morning with the intention
of helping those that were around find the bird. Da
Chiao Lin, together with one or two others, had
already located the bird sat on fish ponds in the south
of the complex, where they had both photographed it
and had good, close, prolonged views. | had another
look myself, and was able to see all of the features
already noted above. In addition, the bird had white-
tipped primaries, suggesting an adult, and a paler
yellow area around the nail could also be seen.
Closer scrutiny of the gull flock also produced an
adult Brown-headed Gull (the third nationally) which
was also photographed.
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Detailed description:
Size: as Black-headed Gull.

Bill: black, except for yellow area at very tip, near/
on nail; thicker than Black-headed Gull, and
appearing 'droopy’ .

'hood’

reduced to dark smudge through eye which

Head: white eye crescents prominent;

extended onto nape (black on head not
extensive as in Franklin's).

Mantle and upperwing:
mantle, upperwing coverts and bases to flight
feathers all a similar dark lead grey. Outer
few primaries black, with grey seemingly
merging into black on outer wing and border
between two areas difficult to judge in the
field. Trailing edge white but rather narrow,
most prominent on secondaries. When
resting, the primaries had well-spaced white
tips, suggesting full adult. It was by far the
darkest gull present, and could be easily
picked out at long range on mantle colour
alone.

Underwing: Under-primaries dark grey and black;

paler grey on under-secondaries.

Tail: white, square-ish.

Underparts: white.

Legs: blackish or very deep reddish (appearing
black).
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The bird remained on site and was relatively easy
to find for about two weeks after its initial discovery.
It over-wintered in the general Bu Dai area, but
became increasingly difficult to find into December.
Towards the end of its stay (though there is no way
of knowing when this actually was) it would typically
be seen flying to roost with the many thousands
of Black-headed Gulls that come from somewhere
further south and fly over Bu Dai in the evening.
Even on days with some thousands of gulls at Bu
Dai, this movement makes the numbers there look
small, and where this huge number of gulls spends
the day remains a mystery. Presumably, as it got to
know the area, it began to forage more and more
widely with the roving flock of Black-headed Gulls,
and any that left it late to see this bird would have
been lucky to have seen it. It was last seen by myself
on 10t January, 2009, though it was doubtless
present beyond this date.
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Lu JI(EHFE) is an nnportant pdmtcr in Ming dynasty(Bif6). The “Egrets and Hibiscus” (1

W2 EM) is his famous creation. In this study, we will discuss the themes and frame on

this painting. And we can find that Lu Ji’s special style of painting, and the “Egrets and

Hibiscus™ display some meaning from natural environment.
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The Small Gamera Use Skill

Today's market, many people in order to pursue the

image quality to buy the DSLR camera, but leave

a small camera. Of course the DSLR cameras for

better image quality, but its volume and weight
will increase the weight at the time of travel. Small
camera has its advantages, as long as they can make

user more concentrate on the creative material and

casy for carrying.
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A study group of Climate Change and Human Life
- has been organized in CWBF. Members meet at
the second Wednesday of every month. The first
chosen book is The Key Report for Fighting Global
Warming by Prof. Yeh of Taiwan Normal University.
The reports of the study group will be posted on
Feather every issue. New members and feedbacks

are most welcome.
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Bird Resources and Birdwatching Activity in Yushan National Park
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