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Focus
Woei-horng Fang

In November, 1996, 299 species of birds were recorded in Taipet, llan, Taitung, Penghu, Chiayi,
Nantou, Hwalien, Tainan, Changhwa, Hsinchu, Taichung, Taoyuan, Pingtung, Kaohsiung, Keelung, and
Miaoli areas of Taiwan. The following list are some important or interesting sightings.

birdname number  Date Site Observers Note
Great Crested Grebe 1 11/24-26  Taipei CH Huang  Rare winter visitor
Swinhoe's Storm Petrel 1 11/19 Penghu CH Lin Vagrant
Chinese Pond Heron 1 11/24-30  Taipei KT Lin Rare winter visitor
Oriental White Stork 2 11/03-27 Taipei* MC Hsiao  Vagrant
Oriental White Stork 2 11117 Chiayi SC Chen Vagrant
White Spoonbill 1 11/05 Taipet CH Lin Rare winter visitor
Black-faced Spoonbill 160 11/24 Tainan MC Tsai - Globally threatened
Black-faced Spoonbill 4 11/24 Ilan MC Hsiao  Globally threatened
‘Oriental Lbis 1 11/22 Changhwa  SC Liao Vagrant
Falcated Teal 1 11/16 Taoyuan  TK Chen Rare winter visitor
Baikal Teal 1 11/21-26  Hsinchu WH Li Rare winter visitor
White-fronted Goose 1 11/24 Changhwa JK Lo Rare winter visitor
Ruddy Shelduck 1 11/06 Penghu CS Cheng  Rare winter visitor
Greater Spotted Eagle 1 11/19 Kaohsiung  FS Chiu Rare winter visitor
Imperial Eagle 1 11/03 Taipei WT Chang  Vagrant
Indian Blue Quail 4 11/11 Hwalien SK Hsu Unknown
Swinhoe's Pheasant 2 11726 Nantou MC Tsai Endemic species; random sample
Water Cock 1 11122 Taipei MC Hsino  Rare resident
Baillon's Crae 1 11/01 Hsinchu WH Li Vagrant
Pheasant-tailed Jacana 7 1124 Tainan MC Tsai Rare resident
Grey-headed Lapwing 1 11/10 Ilan KT Lin Rare transient
Ruff 9 11124 Tlan MC Hsiao  Rare wintervisilor
Long-billed Dowitcher 1 11/12 Taipei MC Hsiao  Vagrant
Saunders' Gull 174 11724 Changhwa JK Lo Globally threatened
Jungle Nightjar 1 11710 Penghu  YHHsu  Vagrant
Black-capped Kingfisher 1 11/23-25  Hsinchu SM Mao Vagrant
White-breasted Kingfisher 1 11730 Hsinchu WH Li Vagrant
Collared Kingfisher 1 11/9-29  Penghu KY Huang Vagrant
Ashy Minivet 1 11723 Taipei T Hsu Rare transient
Rook 1 11/01-29  Taipei SM Huang  Vagrant
Formosan Blue Magpie 5 11724 Taipei YM Huang Endemic specics; random sample
Formosan Yellow Tit 5 1117 Chiayi MS Lai Endemic species, random sample
Formosan Yellow Tit 5 11/23 Nantou SC Chen Endemicspecies;random sample
Formosan Barwing 5 11/23 Nantou SC Chen Endemicspecies;random sample
Mountain Morrison Laughing Thrush |20 11/17 Chiayi MS Lai Endemic species; random sample
Japanese Robin 1 11/22 Taipei MC Hsiao  Rare winter visitor
Formosan Whistling Thrush 7 11/08 Taipei WC Hsu Endemic species, random sample
Collared Bush Robin 5 11/23 Nantou SC Chen Endemic species; random sample
Japanese Grey Thrush 2 11/24 Taipei SC Chen Rare transient
Grey-backed Thrush 2 11/19 Penghu YH Hsu Rare transient
Blackbird 2 11701 Taipei CK Lin Rare transient
Black-throated Thrush 1 11/25 Taipei MC Hsiao  New record
Schrenk's Reed Warbler 1 11/04 Penghu CS Cheng  Vagrant
Short-tailed Bush Warbler 2 11/29 Ilan LC Hu Rare winter visitor
Middendorfl's Grasshopper Warbler |2 11/24 1lan IH Ho Rare transient
Dusky Warbler 2 11/23 Taipei T Hsu Vagrant
Dusky Warbler 2 11/01 Ilan LC Hu Vagrant
Taiwan Firecrest 41 11729 Chiayi CC Chien  Endemic species; random sample
Mugimaki Flycatcher 3 1117 Taipei 1Y Teng Rare transient
Bohemian Waxwing 1 11/25 Taipei MC Hsiao  Vagrant
Bull-headed Shrike 1 11/17-29 Hsinchu WH Li Rare transient
Oriental Greenfinch 10 1117 Chiayi SC Chen Rare winter visitor
Masked Hawfinch 3 11/06 Penghu TS Cheng  Rare winter visitor
Yellow-browed Bunting 1 11/29 Penghu KY Huang Rare transient
Pallas'Reed Bunting 1 11/07 Taipei WT Lin Vagrant
Rustic Bunting 2 11/16 Taipei SC Chen Rare transient
Reed Bunting 1 11/08 Kaohsiung  FS Chiu Vagrant
Tristram'sBunting 1 11714 Penghu CH Cheng  Rare transient
Gray Bunting 5 11722 Taipei MC Hsiao  Vagrant
Fokien Blue Bunting 1 11/24 Penghu YH Hsu New record
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation; Dec 1996
Translated by Dan Chamberlin

Research Division: Wang Shijin

1. As to the investigation commissioned by the Taipei County government on the floral and
faunal resources of the habitat of the Black Kite Milvus migrans in Juifang, Nanya, and Wutu,
land ownership is being investigated and initial planning and mportant points have been
completed. The investigation is scheduled to begin in early 1997.

2. Regarding the bird investigation at the airport, at the present, the Air Force Command has
sent a dispatch to the Ministry of Defense. We hope that the Ministry of Defense will support
this project, and then we will be able to establish base-line data on avian resources at the
airport, and help to reduce the incidence of aircraft/ bird accidents.

3. Through the earnest efforts of Lin Kuotung, the Bird Census Data Bank and the Basic Bird
Resources Data Bank have been combined. From now on these two large data banks can
complement each other, so that the information on birds in Taiwan will be more comprehen-
sive and complete.

4. The International Conference on Pan- Asian Bird Research finished on November 16 and was

attended by over 100 experts and scholars from throughout Asia. The CWBF signed the Inter-
national Bird Agreement as a member.

Educational Outreach Division: Lin Weiyuan

1. The bird fall migration season began in all areas, but few societies’ activities extended until
December or even January, and in some places no activities were sponsored. The material
(posters, pamphlets, flyers) for the fall activities have all run out. As the spring migration
season is fast approaching (February- April), each society should let us know your needs as
soon as possible, as material is currently being prepared. We also ask birders to contribute
writing, drawings, manuscripts and slides for us to use in this program.

2. The Council of Agriculture (COA) produced a 1997 ecology calendar and a Black - faced Spoon-
bill poster which have been printed and will be distributed to organizations as determined by
the COA. Bird Societies will only receive a small number of these, so it is important that these
posters go where they will do the most good. So we must ask everyone sincerely to give these
materials to those who care the most.

3. The fourth issue of the quarterly journal has been sent out and we know that everyone has
already received their copy. The first issue of the next series is being prepared and laid out
now. We are soliciting your writing, pictures, and manuscripts for this first issue

on "Bird Structure" and the second issue on "Raptor Special Issue".
4. New year’s bird investigations and the wetlands bird investigations will be jointly sponsored.
Please see the activity section for details.

Administration Division: Sheu Hengwei and Helen Liu

1. The fourth meeting of the board for 1997 was held on December 14 and discussions included
plans for an Appreciation Fundraising Dinner for our 8th birthday.

2. The year 1996 has come to a close. We need the information from all societies on members,
plans for 1997, etc. Please give that to the secretariat before January 15.

3. Weare planning on having an Appreciation Bazaar Dinner. We need for each Society to quick-
ly let us have the items for the bazaar so we can record and calculate these.

4. On November 27, there were 3010 members in 12 societies island wide.
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