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Focus

Woei-horng Fang

In July,1997, some 220 species of birds were recorded in Ilan, Chiayi, Yunlin, Kaohsiung,
Tainan, Hsinchu, Taoyuan, Taipei, Hwalian, Changhwa, Penghu, Taichung, Nantou, Taitung, and
Mioli areas of Taiwan and Kingman island. The following list are some important or interesting

sightings.

Birdname Number Date  Site Observers Note

Bulwer's Petrel 10 07/17 Hwalian Hsu, Wei-Chin Vagrant

Short-tailed Shearwater 2 07/17 Hwalian Hsu, Wei-Chin Rare pelagic bird

Great Frigate Bird 3 0713 Taipel Sun, Chun-Yen Rare sumumer visitor

Swinhoe's Egret 2 07/05 Hsinchu Mao, Shih-Min Globally threatened species
Oriental White Stork 2 07/20 Taipei Fang, Woei-Horng Globally threatened species
Indian Black Eagle 2 07/15 llan Ho, Yi-Hsien Rare resident

Black Kite 3 07/13 Taipei Yeh, Chuan-Hui Rare resident

Mountain Hawk Eagle 1 07/16 Ilan Ho, Yi-Hsien Rare resident

Mountain Hawk Eagle 1 07/20 Kaohsiung Chen, Shun-Chang Rare resident

White-throated Hill Partridge 4 07/13 Taitung Yang, Tsung-Wei Endemic species, random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 1 07/05 Taichung  Fang, Woci-Homng Endemic species, random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 1 07/06 Nantou Hsiao, Mu-Chi Endemic species, random sample
Mikado Pheasant 2 07/06 Nantou Hsiao, Mu-Chi Endemic species, random sample
Water Cock 1 07/30 Taipei Lin, Chi-Chi Rare resident

Banded Crake 8 07/27 Taipei Chang, Chuan-Chiung  Rare transient

Banded Crake 3 07/29 Taipei Hsu, Wei-Chin Rare transient

Pheasant-tailed Jacana 2 07/03 Tainan Fang, Woei-Homng Rare resident

Pheasant-tailed Jacana 2 07/20 Tainan Chen, Shun-Chang Rare resident

Sooty Tern 3 07/13 Taipei Sun, Chun-Yen Rare summer visitor

Little Cuckoo 1 0713 Ilan Lin, Kuo-Tung Rare summer visitor

Little Cuckoo 1 07/02 llan Hu, Lin-Chih Rare summer visitor

Franklin's Nightjar 6 07/5 éhanghwa Liao, Tzu-Chiang Rare resident

Franklin's Nightjar 6 07/09 Changhwa Liao, Tzu-Chiang Rare resident

Blue-winged Pitta 1 07/12 Taoyuan Chang, Yung-fu Rare summer visitor, threatened
Large Cuckoo Shrike 4 07/03 Ilan Hu, Lin-Chih Rare resident

Formosan Blue Magpie 14 07/12 Taoyuan Chang, Yung-fu Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yellow Tit 4 07/11 Taoyuan CHRIS Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Barwing 36 07/06 Taichung  Hsiao, Mu-Chi Endemic species; random sample
White-throated Laughing Thrush 7 07/20 Taoyuan Li, Chung-Hua Rare resident

Mountain Morrison Laughing Thrush (20 07/20 Kaohsiung  Chen, Shun-Chang Endemic species, random sample
White-eared Sibia 75. 0713 Taitung Yang Tsung-Wei* Endemic species; random sample
Steere's Liocichla 65 07/12 Nantou Chen, Te-Kang Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yuhina 135 07/12 Nantou Chen, Te-Kang Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Bulbul 30 0717 Hwalian Hsu, Wei-Chin Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Whistling Thrush q 07/05 Taipei Hsu, Heng-Wei Endemic species; random sample
Collared Bush Robin 13 07/26 Nantou Tsai, Mu-Chi Endemic species; random sample
Taiwan Firecrest 60 07/06 Taichung  Hsiao, Mu-Chi Endemic species; random sample
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation ( Jul )

Translated by Dan Chamberlin

Associate Secretary General: Wei Meili

1. The CWBF has located our new offices in the Hsinyi District. Our new address is: 1F, No. 34,
Alley 119, Lane 30, Yungchi Road, Taipei. This location features a basement and 1 parking space,
and after some remodeling work, plastering, etc., we will hold an open house on Aug. 9 (Sat.) to
celebrate our 9th anniversary. On this day, we will have a simple, elegant tea, to which we
welcome all member societies and members to participate. At the appointed time to move into
our new offices, the drains didn’t work!! Aarghh! We have taken care of this problem and whole-
heartedly invite you to visit; those coming will receive a Mikado Pheasant lapel pin. Don’t miss
it!

2. Chairman Kuo Dajen has asked all the chairpersons of the CWBF to give us their directions for
future efforts. He has also contacted each society one by one to help everyone understand the
CWBF's expectations, and the short—, medium-, and long-range goals of the Secretariat. "Service
by each group’s members” is the highest working principle of the CWBF's Secretariat. Please do
not hold back; put forth your best efforts.

3. 0On 5 June 1997, the CWBF received a special award from the Education Minislry, the 1996
"Environmental Education Meritorious Organization, with Prize and Recognition". This award is
due to the efforts of the former Secretary -General Ms. Feng Hsuang who held the post for five
years, contributing her efforts and stability, while receiving everyone's support. In addition to
this award, the CWBF wishes to thank Feng Hsuang and her colleagues for their contributions.

4. Emergency action was undertaken recently to rescue Chinmen's Blue-cheeked Bee Eater’'s Merops
superciliosus nesting area embankment which has experienced disturbance. Assistant Chairper-
son Liao went there on 27 June to assess the siluation, and negotiated with Chinmen Government
Secretary, Tourist Bureau Chief Lin Jianmin, Chinmen National Park Conservation Division, WBS
Chinmen’ representative Yang Juisung, and the construction group’s Mr. Li Linlang, about this
matter. They reached the following consensus: * The nesting embankment of the Blue-cheeked
Bee Eaters was protected until August 15, which will give enough time for immature birds to
fledge. * Notices were posted in the area, and a bamboo fence was erected around the site to
reduce the amount of human disturbance. * In mid-July, a symposium was held with the Chin-
men government and WBS Chinmen to exchange views and discuss follow-up measures.

5. There are 5 waterbird recapture banding records from outside Taiwan: 3 Rufous-necked Stints
Calidris ruficollis, 1 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa, and 1 Eastern Curlew Numenius madagas—
cariensis. These are from Japan and Australia. Details are in the July issue of "Fei-yu’.

6. Vice-chairperson Fang Weihong represented the CWBF in Japan on 11-17 June 1997 for the
"Conference for the Conservation of the Black-faced Spoonbill” and returned with a report
"Seeking Investigators on the Black—faced Spoonbill in the Red River Estuary, Northern Vietnam
on 17-19 January 1998". They need 3 groups of 6 people each. Interested parties should contact
the Secretariat or Fang Weihong for details.

7. In recent days, the CWBF has gone to the EPA, Executive Yuan to insist that Environmental
Impact Assessments be performed on the policy of "construction spoil dirt for filling the sea to
create land". We pointed out the high productivity of coastal wetlands should be considered; other-
wise irreversible destruction of coastal wetlands will proceed, with the result that this irrecover-
able resource will be lost.

8. The CWBF has been commissioned to do the "Natural Resource Conservation Exhibit Project” for
the Taiwan Forestry Research Institute (TFRI). We also completed the planning, design, and
construction of the TFRI’s "Forest Bird Special Exhibit" for 15 and 22 June 1997 during the holi-
day season. At the same time we created the flyers "Forest Protector”, "Flight Feathers in the
Forest”, and "Records of Mountain Forest Bird IEcology”. This project was completed by Feng
Hsuang, whom we thank.

9. The "Kuohwa Airline Assistance” was scheduled for July 8 at 2:00 PM on the 3rd floor of the
Jiahaile Hotel where a press conference for “Taiwan Conservation of Bird Resources Public Benefit
Activity” was held, thus beginning 1 year of cooperative outreach activities. Corporate sponsorship
of public benefit groups has been significant, and the CWBF needs to continue these outreach
activities. 10. Cooperation with "Reader’s Digest” and "Shiyibu" magazines began in the begin-
ning of 1997. On Sunday.July 13, was an activity at the Chiachiantan MRT Station, "Take the
MRT: Kuandu Nature Park Family Outing” which initiated the "Year of Birdwatching".

11. At the opening of the 2-28 Park in Chiayi City, an exhibit, "Long Live Taiwan - Taiwan’s Wild
Bird Ecology Photographic Exhibition” will run from & July to 31 August, and is suitable for the
whole family. You can contact the responsible person at the WBS Chiayi, Chang Keping.

12. This year’s "Taiwan Bird Day" was scheduled for August 10 (Sunday). The goals are to appreci-
ate birds and to do investigations on mountain birds of Taiwan. We hope that all societies and
members will contribute your energy. Please submit all your records before August 22. Those
submitting records will be rewarded with a beautiful Little Tern lapel pin.

On June 27, there were 2702 members in 12 societies islandwide.
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation ( Aug )

Translated by Dan Chamberlin

Associate Secretary General: Wei Meili

1. On July 31, 1997, the CWBF became 9 years old. We jusl moved to our new offices at which we
had a birthday party on August 9. You can keep the map to the new location that was attached
to the invitation for whenever you want lo visit our offices.

2. We scheduled a tea for our 9th birthday to give everyone a ¢hance to visit our new offices and
celebrate with us. A former chairperson of the WBS Taitung, Liao Shengfu, has taken this oppor-
tunity to engrave a special piece of wood, which was given to the CWBF as a housewarming gift.
Of course we gratefully accept this present,- especially since it contains the words of WBS
Nantou's poet, Huang Tsangsung: "To love all things is a fond, caring life." The ceremony was
simple and elegant.

3. Members during this year are in luck, as we are now producing a lapel pin to be given to each
member. This can be added, one by one, to the other special souvenirs for bird lovers.

4. On July 4, the CWBF joined the Taipei City government’s Construction Bureau for their
"Conference on the Kuandu Nature Park's Operational Management, Research Investigation, and
Related Affairs”. At the conference, we asked Mr. Shitanliangsan of Japan's Shanjie Bird
Research Institute, to give recommendations concerning the advancement of the Kuandu Nature
Park Bird report. As to the development work at the Park, we asked the Taipei City Construc-
tion Bureau to consider the following:

(1) Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica: assist with the research investigations for the area.

{2) CWBF: assist in managing international conservation concerns.

(3) WBS Taipei: assist with the management of related conservalion concerns for Taipei City.

(4) Chishing (7-Star) Agricultural Development Foundation: assist with the management of related
ecological conservation measures for Taipei City.

(5) Meishang Disutang Engineering Inc.: manage the detailed planning design work for the
Kuandu Nature Park.

(6) Chishing (7-Star) Farmer’s Water Conservation Association: —assist with the management of
detailed planning and design work for the Kuandu Nalure Park.

5. The CWBF is a united group of 12 member societies, and each society has its own consistent
stand on conservation issues. Take the Kuandu Nature Park as an example; birding organizations
must voice unanimous views to the outside world. So even if the CWBF and WBS Taipei have
differing opinions, we must first discuss things internally and reach a common consensus. There
is no way to succeed without negotiations, so the CWBF will maintain the role of observer, and
not give an opinion.

6. On both June 27 and July 17, we went to the EPA, Executive Yuan, to request that the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment be advanced for the policy of "using disposal dirt to fill in the sea to
create land".

7. We are actively soliciting manuscripts for the 1997 "Wild Birds". The format information for
manuscripts was published in the June issue (34) of "Fei-yu'. More manuscripts will make this
journal more comprehensive and special for bird lovers.

8. The Educational Outreach Division of the CWBF has a new program "Kuohua Airlines Donations”,
and from July 8, is initiating "Taiwan Conservation of Birds Public Benefit Activity” press confer—
ence, to solicit donations for the CWBF and continuing for one year. All you have to do is to
take the company’s tickets, and collect all 12 species of birds on the back cover. There are 12
different covers. When you get all 12, then you can exchange them for a bird cup. It won't hurt
to try.

9. At the beginning of 1997, we began cooperating with “Reader’s Digest” and the Shiyipu Company
in the "Birdwatching Year® selection aclivity. After receiving over 8000 ballots, the 3 top birds
are the Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii, Taiwan Whistling Thrush Myiophoneus insularis, and the
Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea minor. A "Birdwatching Year® press conference was held on July
13 at the Chiachiantan MRT Station and the "Ride the MRT, Kuandu Nature Park Family Birding
Trip" was completed. Wei Yuan is responsible for this project, while the Kuandu activity was pul
together by the following volunteers from WBS Taipei, Wu Zunshiar  Shu Tsai, Lin Jinhsiung,
Chen Yiewang, and others to whom we extend oul thanks. :

10. Following the June 7 visit to WBS Nantou, the June 25 Visil to WBS Kaochsiung, and the June 22
visit to WBS Hualien, Chairperson of the Board, Kuo Chengyu, standinz board member, Lin
Maonan, and this writer, went to Makung to talk to the WBS Penghu. Leaving the main island
of Taiwan gave us a very different feeling. Besides being concerned about wild birds, WBS
Penghu is also working on the conservation area for thr green sea turtles’ egg-laying habitat on
Wangan, and are actively protecting Penghu’s special 1ock formations. Their unceasing efforts
deserve our respect.

On August 1, there were 2767 members in 12 societies islandwide.
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