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Focus
Woei-horng Fang
In September, 1997, some 297 species of birds were recorded in Ilan, Chiayi, Changhwa, Pintung, Hsinchu, Penghu, Taipei, Keelung,
Hwalien, Tainan, Taoyuan, Nantou, and Taichung areas of Taiwan. The following list are some important or interesting sightings.

Birdname Number Date Site Observers Note

Black-footed Albatross 1 09/06 Ilan HkEEH  Vagrant

Bulwer's Petrel 6 09/06 Keelung {TEAS  Vagrant

White-faced Sheanwater 12 09/06 Keelung  JTHAZE  Vagrant

Red-footed Booby 1 09/06 Keelung  JIPAZE  Vagrant

Great Frigate Bird 3 09/03 Hwalien  #2ZZ%  Rare summer visitor

Chinese Pond Heron 13 09/28 Taipei :5CBE  Rare winter visitor

Eurasian Bittren 1 09/22 llan #MiEEE:  Rare winter visitor

Swinhoe's Egret 72 09/22 Taoyuan  jfiA75  Globally threatened

Oriental White Stork 2 09/20 Taipei JLBAZE  Vagrant

Black-faced Spoonbill 2 09/23 Tainan WHRE  Globally threatened

Oriental Ibis 1 09/20 Ilan FreglfE  Vagrant

Indian Black Eagle 2 09/14 Taipei FHE  Rare resident

Mountain Hawk Eagle 1 09/14 Taichung [Z3E[@E  Rare resident

White-throated Hill Partridge 2 09/28 Ilan FFEI#E  Endemic species; random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 5 09/29 Nantou @%k3  Endemic species; random sample
Ring-necked Pheasant 3 09/10 Hwalien  #E#f  Rare resident

Mikado Pheasant 5 09/14 Ilan #FfE  Endemic species;, random sample
Eastern Sand Plover 2 09/14 Ilan FR#EE  Rare transient

Semipalmated Snipe 1 09/07 Tainan {55 Rare transient

Ruff 1 09/20 Taoyuan  3FFifE;  Rare winter visitor

Spotted Greenshank 1 09/20 Taoyuan  3¥BLE;  Rare transient

Grey Phalarope 1 09/19 Chiayi ©rFk3L Rare transient

Saunders' Gull 22 09/28 Taoyuan 37§  Globally threatened

Slaty-backed Gull 1 09/22 Ilan #itEE:  Rare winter visitor

Franklin's Nightjar 10 09/06 Changhwa ETEF  Rare resident

Jungle Nightjar 1 09/29 Taipei AT  Vagrant

Ruddy Kingfisher 1 09/29 Taipei A  Rare transient

Grey-headed Green Woodpecker 1 09/07 Chiayi R Rare resident

Large Cuckoo Shrike 1 09/13 llan FEH Rare resident

Formosan Blue Magpie 5 09/20 Taipei Z=§53  Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Barwing 10 09/14 Taichung [22E[  Endemic species; random sample
White-throated Laughing Thrush |7 ~ 09/08 Nantou ZEMEL  Rare resident

Mountain Morrison Laughing 6 09/14 Ilan #A#4%E  Endemic species; random sample
Thrush

White-eared Sibia 60 09/21 Chiayi JESTEL  Endemic species; random sample
Steere's Liocichla 40 09/11 Hsinchu  #f/%%  Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yuhina 70 09/26 Taichung {afJ—%%  Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Bulbul 40 09/10 Hwalien  #|Eff  Endemic specics; random sample
Formosan Whistling Thrush 3 09/14 Taipei P45 Endemic species, random sample
Collared Bush Robin 4 09/07 Chiayi SR Endemic species; random sample
Middendorff's Grasshopper Warbler |2 09/20 Taipei FZFHr  Rare transient

Temminck's Crowned Willow 1 09/21 Hwalien  #]ZZ3F%  Rare transient

Warbler

Taiwan Firecrest 14 09/14 Taichung [#3E[E, Endemic species; random sample
Yellow-rumped Flycatcher 1 09/06 Keelung  {LHAZE  Rare transient

Siberian Flycatcher 1 09/29 Taipei JiARZ  Rare transient

Black Paradise Flycatcher 2 09/21 Taipei AT Rare transient

Petchora Pipit 3 09/28 Ilan WiARE  Rare transient

Japanese Pied Wagtail 1 09/24 Penghu AFEIE  Vagrant

Bull-headed Shrike 1 09/14 Changhwa THfEL  Rare transient -

Tiger Shrike 1 09/17 Penghu Wi Vagrant

Yellow-browed Bunting 3 09/29 Penghu @it Rare transient
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~ Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation (Oct.) -

Translated by Dan Chamberlin
Associate Secretary General: Wei Meili

L.

The third united 5th Annual Board Meeting of the CWBF was on Sept. 20-21, sponsored
by the WBS Hualien. We thank them, especially board chairperson Chang Huaichu, Liu
Chifen, a homemaker, and Du Yisong for their support and hospitality to members.
Seeing the elegant mountains and waters of Hualien, as well as the butterflies in Butter-
fly Valley attracting hordes of people, and the Purple Heron and Black-winged Stilt on
the fall migration wave, all made us not want to leave.

2. A meeting for the Asian and Taiwan Red Data Books was held on Aug. 30 at CWBF

offices. At that time, the 98 species we had decided to include was simplified to 63,
among which 25 were also included in the Asian Red Data Book, while another 26
species were included in the Taiwan Book for further investigation. We began this

_ project on Sept. 14-15, 1996 with cooperation between CWBF and BirdLife International

sponsoring the Taiwan Red Data Book Compilation Research and Training, with the
purpose of publishing the Taiwan and Asia Red Data Books (expected for 1999), to
elevate Taiwan’s international conservation profile, and instruct people about the impor-
tance of bird conservation (for details see Fei-yu Dec. 1996; pp. 24-30) We thank the
15 members working on this project for their hard work and efforts.

. The Ceuncil of Agriculture (COA) has authorized Teacher Hsiaowei Yuan to standardize

Taiwan area banding work, and on Aug. 31, in NTU’s Forestry Department, a meeting
was held to discuss ways to conduct banding in the future. It was decided that for the
current phase, the CWBF should continue to coordinate work through the Banding
Center, and in the long term to develop an independently established organization as a
Banding Division. Currently Teacher Yuan still maintains the banding regulation consti-
tution, banding methods, and other related stipulations. When the comprehensive band-
ing handbook is published, then the COA can formally authorize the CWBF to run the
Banding Center, which should be sometime next year. The Banding Center will hire
one banding specialist, so we welcome applicants for this position.

4. The Jacana Rescue Committee (JRC) was formed from the CWBF, the 18 member soci-

eties, and the ROC Wetland Conservation Coalition. This committee actively pursues all
aspects of conservation work for the Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus..
a. On Aug. 23, a special postal account was established and by Sept. 30 a total of
23 people had contributed NT$57,350. Are you among these 23? Please help support
this important work. The account no. is 19086046, and the account name in Chinese is:

T E MR 5% © 19086046 @ Chinese name 3 R B H S8 & KHHE .
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b. Thirteen members of the JRC went twice to Taipei and Changhwa for strategic
actions. On Aug. 27, they called upon Gaotieh Bureau Director Liao Chingfeng to
convey concerns of conservation organizations because work of Gaotieh has caused
changes to the environment, disappearance of wetlands, and other actions seriously
affecting the continued existence of the jacana in Taiwan. We received Gaotieh’s formal
response.

¢. On Sept. 3, Mr. Chinghwei Chen, a fruit and vegetable dealer from Changhwa,
agreed to allow the JRC use of his land without restriction for 10 years for the rehabilita—
tion of the Taiwan’s jacana. A formal agreement was signed by Associate Director Liao
Chinchin.

d. On Sept. 9, the JRC in cooperation with the Wetland Conservation Coalition,
met with Tainan Co. Magistrate Tangshan Chen. After hearing the presentation of Prof.
Yitsong Weng and seeing the gracefulness of the jacana, Magistrate Chen agreed to ask
landowners to help maintain water caltrop lands, so as to help the Jacana increase their
chances of survival, and to use less pesticide, as well as agreeing to compensate farmers
for any losses incurred and continuing planning for a jacana reserve.

e. On June 23, the CWBF took urgent action for the jacana by requesting that, at
the 8th meeting (on Sept. 24) of the COA’s Wildlife Conservation Consultation, preserva—
tion of jacana habitat be discussed. We are pleased that there seems to be a common
consensus on the need for a jacana preserve in Tainan Co. Only through such efforts
can we get results from our efforts for critically endangered species. In the early stages
of the planning for the high-speed rail line, we have asked for a change of route,
because of the beauty of this area.

f. On Oct. 2, the JRC with the Tainan Co. government planned to convene the
"Tainan Co. Jacana Reserve Biosystem Conference” which was to be sponsored by the
Wetland Coalition’s Teacher Yitsong Weng. Teacher Weng and Associate Chairperson
Liao asked Gaotieh and Tainan Co. for assistance with expenses.

g. On Oct. 23, a coordination meeting for jacana conservation was scheduled with
strategic planning by Teacher Weng and sponsorship by the Tainan Co. government.
There is a saying: "People work; heaven watches.” We hope that fluctuations in the
movements of the jacana can help prevent its disappearance from Taiwan, and further,
bring Taiwan’s bird lovers, the wild birds, and the environment all in solidarity
together.

5. A Pan-Asian Black-faced Spoonbill Synchronized Investigation was held in the begin-
ning of 1997, and the results were compiled by Wang Shijin of the Research Division,
which continues our work since the internationally endangered spoonbill was discovered
to have returned in great numbers to Taiwan in 1994. Details are in the Oct. issue of
'Fei-yu". During this present winter, the CWBF with WBS Tainan, and Prof. Ying
Wang will advance BirdLife International’s "Transnational Black—faced Spoonbill Satellite
Tracking Project”. This is small step for the banders of Taiwan, but we hope that it
will be great leap forward for the international efforts for spoonbill conservation.

6.The CWBF was commissioned by the Taipei City government to sponsor the Guandu
Nature Park Administration and Management Seminar, to be held before the end of the
year. We'll ask for assistance from WBS Taipei.

7.0n Aug. 30, Bank of America’s president, Jiang Beiwen, called upon CWBF board Chair-
person Kuo to contribute NT$35,825. For this we offer Mr. Jiang our thanks. This
donation was the result of efforts by our Board Chairperson Dr. Lucia Severinghaus.

On Sept. 19, there were 2828 members in 12 societies islandwide.
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