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Focus

Woei-horng Fang

In November,1997, some 321 species of birds were recorded in Taoyuan, Pintung, Ilan, Taitung, Taipei, Chiayi, Penghu, Hwalien, Tainan,
Changhwa, Nantou, Taichung. Yunlin, and Hsinchu areas of Taiwan. The following list are some important or interesting sightings.

Birdname Number Date  Site Observers Note
Great Crested Grebe 1 11/12 Taoyuan Chen, Te-Kang Rare winter visitor
Black-necked Grebe 2 11/18 Pintung Tsai, Yi-Jung Rare winter visitor
Oriental White Stork 2 11713 Taipei Lin, Chin-Hsiung Vagrant
Black Stork 2 11725 Chiayi Huang, Ching-Hsiang Rare transient

" Eurasian Spoonbill 1 11/24 Tainan Fu, Yung-Tsang Rare winter visitor
Black-headed Ibis 1 11/25 Chiayi Huang, Ching-Hsiang Vagrant
Mandarin Duck 2 11/09 llan Hsu, Heng-Wei Rare resident
Baikal Teal 1 11/19 llan Tsai, Jo-Shih Rare winter visitor
Baer's Pochard 1 11721 Pintung Tsai, Yi-Jung Rare winter visitor
Greater Scaup 17 11/26 Tainan Fu, Yung-Tsang Rare winter visitor
Commom Shelduck 2 11/05 Penghu Hsu, Ping-Fu Rare winter visitor
Northern Goshawk 1 11/09 Tainan Fu, Yung-Tsang Vagrant
Greater Spotted Eagle 1 11/14 Hwalien Liu, Chih-Fen Rare transient
Eastern Marsh-Harrier 4 11/01 Chiayi Chen, Te-Kang Rare winter visitor
Mountain Hawk-Eagle 2 11/30 Taoyuan Chen, Shun-Chang  Rare resident
Formosan Partridge 5 11/30 Tacyuan Chen, Shun-Chang  Endemic species; random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 11 11/29 Nantou Tsai, Jo-Shih Endemic species; random sample
Mikado Pheasant 1 11/15 Nantou Tsai, Jo-Shih Endemic species; random sample
Water Rail 1 11715 Hsinchu Mao, Shih-Min Rare winter visitor
Pheasant-tailed Jacana 9 11/29 Tainan Chan, Wan-Yu Rare resident
Common Ringed Plover 2 11/16 Taipei Hsiao, Kuei-Chen Vagrant
Temminck's Stint 3 11/25 Ilan Chou, Yi-Fang Rare winter visitor
Ruff 2 11/02 Tainan Chen, Te-Kang Rare transient
Long-billed Dowitcher 2 11/26 Tainan Fu, Yung-Tsang Rare transient
Stilt Sandpiper 1 11/15 Taipei Chiu, Shu-Yuan Vagrant
Parasitic Jaeger 3 11/13  Taitung Lu, Chang-Ju Vagrant
Mew Gull 2 L1/16 Taichung  Chen, Shun-Chang  Rare winter visitor
Saunders’ Gull 59 11/29 Chiayi Wu, Li-Lan
Slaty-backed Gull 2 11/09 Hwalien Tu, Yi-Tsung Rare winter visitor
Lesser Cuckoo 1 11712 Changhwa  Huang, Jui-Chung Rare summer visitor
Eurasian Tawny Owl 1 11/16 Nantou Tsai, Jo-Shih Rare resident
Savanna Nightjar 8 11/18 Changhwa Liao, Tzu-Chiang Rare resident
Large CuckooShrike 2 11/23 Kaohsiung Fu, Yung-Tsang Rare resident
Hair-Crested Drongo ! 11/15 Penghu Huang, Kuo-Yang Vagrant
Daurian Jackdaw 1 11/30 Taipei Ting, Chang-Sheng ~ Vagrant
Formosan Magpie 14 11/15 Nantou Liu, Hsiu-Li Endemic species; random sample
Yellow Tit 9 11722 Taichung  Chen, Te-Kang Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Barwing 20 11/02 Taichung  Ho, Chien-Yao Endemic species; random sample -
White-throated Laughingthrush 73 11/29 Nantou Tsai, Jo-Shih Rare resident
White-whiskered Laughingthrush 10 11/01 Taichung  Ho, Chien-Yao Endemic species; random sample
White-eared Sibia 78 11/22° Taichung  Chen, Te-Kang Endemic species; random sample
Steere's Liocichla 63 11722 Taichung  Chen, Te-Kang Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yuhina 220 11/22 Taichung  Chen, Te-Kang Endemic species; random sample
Styan's Bulbul 30 11/30 Hwalien Liu, Chih-Fen Endemic species; random sample
Bluethroat 1 11/02 Changhwa Huang, Jui-Chung Vagrant
Formosan Whistling Thrush 4 11/24 Taoyuan Chang, Yung-Fu Endemic species; random sample
Grey Bushchat 1 11/02 Taipei Chien, Shih-Ming Rare transient
Collared Bush-robin 6 11/16 Chiayi Chang, Yu-Min Endemic species; random sample
Japanese Thrush 9 11/05 Taipei Chung, Wen-Hsing  Rare transient
Siberian Thrush 1 11706 Taipei Hsiao, Mu-Chi Vagrant
Middendorft's Grasshopper-Warbler 1 11/16 Taipei Chiang, Ming-Liang  Rare transient
Flamecrest 25 11/16 Chiayi Chang, Yu-Min Endemic species; random sample
Pallas's Grasshopper-Warbler | 11/23 Taipei Wang, Chi-Hsin Vagrant >
Red-breasted Flycatcher 1 11/05 Taipei Wu, Chih-Tien Rare winter visitor
Dark-sided Flycatcher | 11/01 Nantou Huang, Yu-Ming Rare transient
Forest Wagtail 2 11712 Penghu Huang, Kuo-Yang Vagrant
Japanese Hawfinch 1 11/01 Tlan Tsai, Jo-Shih Rare winter visitor
Yellow-browed Bunting 7 11/06 Taipei Hsiao, Mu-Chi Rare transient
Rustic Bunting 2 L1/12 Taipei Chang, Wen-Ching  Rare transient
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation

by Associate Secretary General: Wei Meili

Translated by Dan Chamberlin

1. We mailed out the Mikado Pheasant lapel pin to all 1997 members. Did you receive yours?

2. The 1997 Fall Migration Season which was officially opened by the WBS Kaohsiung with hawk-watching
activities in Kenting, runs from Sept. 27 to Jan. 4 ("98) with 29 activities scheduled throughout Taiwan.
This is the busiest most active season; in September, a total of 67,443 Chinese Goshawk Accipiter soloen—
sis were recorded passing through Kenting, and during the peak on the 18th and 19th, 13,303 and
13,625 individuals were counted. In October the same spectacle was repeated with Gray-faced Buzzard
Eagles Butastur indicus; even though there was no country-wide cooperative effort at Manchou and Shet-
ing (near the Kenting National Park), there were as many people as in previous years. Were you able to
be there? For three days at these sites, the WBS Pingdong sponsored activities starting at Sheting at
daybreak, at Manchou all afternoon, and then to the Kenting National Park facilities at night to hear
Liao Yirong report on the most recent hawk situation; a real treat. These activities were planned by
WBS Pingdong's chairperson Yuan Ruiyun, with assistance of Li Cheming, Zeng Chaohsiung, Yu-yang
Hsinhua, and Hsiao Enpei, with the participation of several student groups, cooperating to produce a
wonderful activity.

3. On Oct. 5, the WBS Nantou sponsored the Fifth Annual Board Meeting to select the president. The area
of Nantou County is very large, and Chairperson Liu Wengong is sagacious, encouraging members and
society alike. Following the meeting, transportation was arranged to Hanbao for birdwatching since it
was the migration season. WBS Nantou can claim the highest average age of its members, so we hope
some new blood will enter soon; this year, the new chairperson Chang Yungda, is the youngest person
with such authority. In Principal Liu's heart, it may be difficult to pass the torch. Chang Yungda, the
CWBF and all the member societies thank you.

4. On Oct. 2, the Tainan County Jacana Reserve Nourishment System Technology Conference sponsored by
the Tainan Co. government was co-chaired by the Jacana Rescue Committee, CWBF's Dr. Lucia Severing-
haus and Teacher Liao. At the meeting it was recommended to the Tainan Co. government that Tainan
Co.’s Hulupei and Deyuanpei be turned into a wild animal reserve, which is within the scope of the
Tainan Co. Jacana Reserve discussed on Oct. 23. For farmers within Tainan Co. with successful jacana
nests, after a Jacana Rescue Committee member confirms that there are no problems, then the Tainan
Co. government will award NT$10,000 for the manager of that caltrop field. Because for over half the
year, the current breeding grounds of the jacana are disturbed by workers in the water caltrop and
Euryale ferox fields until after the harvest, these areas are not suitable for the jacana’s survival; on
these farmlands, the jacana will disappear. However, in natural prairies such as at Hulupei, the jacana
can be seen year round. So the target of our plan must include the management of wetland ecosystems,
so the jacana and other wild organisms can use them.

5. On Oct. 23, the Tainan Co. government sponsored the Tainan Co. Jacana Reserve Planning Conference.
A large bridge is being built in Tainan Co. for the high-speed rail line, but the road construction under
the bridge will cause serious disturbance to the jacana existence, as if the areas of Deyuanpei and Hulu-
pei are not important. According to the confidential secretary of Tainan Co. government, Wang Hsinnan,
the problems associated with the opening and closing of this road must be studied separately. According
to the EIS of the High—-Speed Rail Line, " Ecology: The high-speed rail line will pass through part of the
breeding grounds of the Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Painted Snipe, and other wild animals, yet no concrete
conservation measures have been arranged. A separate conservation plan should be submitted, and with-
out receiving an agreeable review, work on this section of the line can not commence.” This line repre-
sents the largest amount of money bid in the world for a high-speed rail line investment scheme. First,
the planning of the jacana reserve must be completed, and finishing it, undoubtedly will depend on
related transportation knowledge from around the world.

6. The CWBF has been commissioned by the Taipei City government to sponsor the international Guandu
Nature Park Management and Administration Seminar scheduled to be held in Taipei City on Dec. 26
and 27. We have invited Mr. Guchuanchaoren, the director of the Guchinwanghsieh Nature Investigation
Center of Japan, and Mr. Simba Chen of the WBS Japan who will give us viewpoints representing the
Japanese center and the Asian Wetland Bureau, respectively. We hope that we can gain from the experi-
ence of these international wetland conservation workers and by the year 2000 can create a new interna-
tional look and style to the Guandu Nature Park. We welcome all interested parties to the WBS Taipei
offices.

(Nov.)
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7. The 1998 Wild Bird Ecology Calendars are being sold by member societies throughout the Island. You
can get a discount for quantity and can buy them by phone. Call or come by today for your calendars!
8. From visits to WBS Kaohsiung in June through our Oct. 9 talks with WBS Taiwan Province, chairperson

Kuo Chengyu, CWBF’s standing supervisor Mao Nanshiung, and myself have listened to suggestions of

each society, and have tried to understand each society’s service experiences. Chairperson Kuo has

focused on this matter and here reports on the important points of the present stage of the CWBEF:

@ If the budget were sufficient, we could devote ourselves to education and training work, with plans for
introducing people to birdwatching, basic steps for learning new birds, birdwatching training, training
for interpreters, training for trip leaders, and training instructors to lead these activities; all under the
sponsorship of WBS Taipei. All societies within Taiwan could sponsor their own training activities,
with CWBF providing teaching materials and resources.

@ Internationalization: contact with all kinds of conservation groups throughout the world would be initi-
ated with local actions being handled by local societies.

@ Conservation of birds and their habitats: we would continue to devote ourselves-to important national
and local conservation efforts.

9. The fun and relaxing CWBF Second Annual Big Wild Bird Race is coming. This year it is sponsored by
the WBS Hsinchu, prizes are many, but the chances are few. Quickly assemble a team of your friends
and enter. The details for this activity are in the Nov. issue of Fei-yu

On Oct. 23, there were 2843 members in 12 societies islandwide.

Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation (Dec.)
by Associate Secretary General: Wei Meili Translated by Dan Chamberlin _

1. Congratulations! From December on, the WBS Taipei will be in their Fuhsing South Road offices. The
group began as the Taiwan Birdwatcher’s Group on Sept. 5, 1973; in 1974 they joined with the Chinese
Animal Preservation Society and took the name Taipei Birdwatching Group. In 1982 they changed the
name to the Bird Society of Taipei, and from 1984 it has been the independently established Wild Bird
Society of Taipei. Wow, 24 years! Truly aware of what’s happening in the bird world. During its
history the group has used facilities of the Taipei Zoo (at Yuan Shan), the Chendan Activity Center, in
1985 rented a house from Chen Guangwei on Dunhua South Road, then an office on Fushing South Road,
to Heping East Road, and now back to Fuhsing South Road, where they will settle by buying and estab-
lishing a home. In the process, the management and running of the WBS Taipei as well as the CWBF
will be strengthened; certain to earn people’s respect.

2. The Second Annual Taiwan Big Bird Race will be on January 11, 1998, and registration has already
opened. Have you formed a team yet? This year it is sponsored by WBS Hsinchu, and the person in
charge is Huang Linyi who has prepared some prizes for winners such as:

@ A Leica slide projector for the society or organization with the most teams entered (decided at the end
of December). i

@ Nikon telescope for the top team.

@ Natural music CDs for the second and third place teams.

@ In addition, the CWBF, WBS Hsinchu, WBS Changhua, WBS Taoyuan, WBS Tainan, WBS Taipei, and
the Min Sheng Pao newspaper are offering prizes, to give to the first five teams to register. To regis-
ter call (03) 572-0312, (03) 572-8675, or fax in the entry form to (03) 572-8676. Don’t miss this oppor-

¢ tunity.

3. In Jan. there are several fun activities. Are you planning on joining any of them? For activities b. and
c. below, there are small prizes which we hope you will like. Of course we always welcome contribu-
tions of other prizes: the more the merrier!

@ The Second Annual Bird Race; January 11; teams must pre-register; see *, **, and *** below.

@ Asian Wetland Bird Investigations; from January 10 to 31; societies or individuals arrange to visit
certain wetlands; see * below.

@ New Year's Bird Investigations; Jan. 10-31; societies or individuals arrange to visit certain areas; see
* below.

@ Asian Black-faced Spoonbill Coordinated Investigation: Jan. 17-18; societies or individuals arrange to
visit certain sites; see * below. Notes: * Results should be listed by site with numbers of individuals
of each species. Send results to the CWBF. ** Collect information in all habitats from the highest
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mountains to the sea. Send results to WBS Hsinchu. *** This activity requires insurance, so the spon-
soring organization must know the information on the participants.

4. Continuing from the opening of the 1997 Fall Migration Season with Hawk Watching at Kenting, Novem-
ber and December were the busiest months as before, and Jinmen's Teacher Hsijin Chuang gave everyone
participating a book with a call to action. The bird situation in Hualien is not as good as we had
thought, yet we were able to get close looks, and the participants were very excited. In Taipei, so many
people attended our activities that there were more people than birds at the final major Fall Migration
activity at Guandu; in the future, the wetlands will be under the care of the Guandu Nature Park, with
excellent and knowledgeable management, providing quality ecological leisure activities. The WBS of
Taiwan Province is small yet effective; each activity shows a different style; they always have a joyful
~mood when passing on information about ecological investigations. Let's all join in and participate in
these activities.

5. Chairperson Kuo represented the CWBF on Oct. 20-24, at the BirdLife Asia conference sponsored by the
Japanese. The focus of the meeting was the following two items:

a. To demarcate important avian habitat areas as IBAs (Important Bird Areas);

b. To list bird species undergoing threat and the level of these threats for the Asian Red Data Book
(ARDB), scheduled for publication in 1999. The CWBF promised to submit bird names with related infor—
mation. We first asked Teacher Hsiaowei Yuan to review our work, after which, in the beginning of
December, it was sent to Japan for editing, translation, and compiling.

6. October 31 to November 2, as a part of the Fall Migration Activities, Chairperson Chengyu Kuo and
Standing Supervisor Maonan Lin visited WBS Jinmen. There are too many people to thank for this trip,
as the people on Jinmen were very warm and kind. Their Chairperson Chuang Shuichih, president of the
executive committee, Principal Ruisong Yang, Wang Guangshih ( the boss of the Laoyie Mountain Hostel)
, senior birder Li Chingfeng, Teacher Yongmian Hsu, Principal Chichao Cheng, standing supervisor
Hsinan Li, Yie Junpei, Li Mingchi, and a reporter for the Jinmen Times Chungren Hsue received us
royally, and it is hard to resist such warmness. At the meeting we earnestly asked Jinmen to join the
CWBF. We thank Wang Guangshih for representing WBS Jinmen with an answer, on Nov. 8, at the
third board meeting of the fifth year held in the CWBF offices. ‘

On Nov. 1, we visited the Jinmen National Park, and we also give our thanks to Associate Director Meng,
Secretary Mingshun Chang who warmly contributed books, and Miss Ruihua Wang for assistance.

7. Our 1998 Taiwan Wild Bird Ecology calendar carries on a tradition; we selected 12 color pictures show-
ing bird ecology: in addition Ph.D. candidate Chianchong Hsia wrote outstanding wild bird essays
supporting each picture which are knowledgeable and enjoyable. As there are only a few left, interested
people should contact your local bird society, or you can reserve by mail through the postal account
12677895.

8. Happy news from the jacana investigations: on October 31, when Hualien birders were in Ilan, they saw
a fairy riding the waves and sprightly dancing. Friends, have you seen behavior like this before? Please
tell us the details.

9. In addition, the Jacana Rescue Committee members commissioned WBS Changhua to print up some
Jacana T-shirts, and they are actively being sold by all societies. The money from all the shirts sold by
the CWBF will be transferred to the Jacana Rescue Committee account, so please support these efforts.
Of course we value your generous contributions to the special postal account for the Jacana, no. 19086046.

10. The WBS Tainan received a commission from the Tainan County government to be responsible for a vote
to select the county bird of Tainan County from such notable species as the Pheasant-tailed Jacana,
Black-faced Spoonbill, Black-necked Stilt, Pratincole, Ring-necked Pheasant, and Maroon Oriole, with
the populace as well as middle and elementary school students voting. There are over 8000 prizes.
Voting was concluded on Nov. 20, and the votes were counted on Nov. 25. Can you guess which species
will represent Tainan Co.?

I1. As the end of the year approaches, we have to ask if you have paid your dues for 1998. Perhaps you
can convince some of your friends or colleagues to join our society this year also. Our members form th
backbone of our conservation efforts. :

On Oct. 23, there were 2843 members in 12 societies islahdwide.
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