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Focus

Woei-horng Fang

In December,1997,288 species of birds were recorded in Taoyuan, Hwalian, Chiayi, Ilan, Pintung, Changhwa,
Taipei, Hsinchu, Taitung, Mioli, Kaohsiung, Tainan, Nantou, Taichung areas of Taiwan and Kingman island. The
following list are some important or interesting sightings.

Birdname Number Date Site Observers  Note

Great Crested Grebe 1 12/13  Taoyuan PrhifEEE Rare winter visitor
Black-necked Grebe 1 12/28  Hwalian A HE S Rare winter visitor

Chinese Pond Heron 1 12/13  Taipei METF Rare winter visitor

Oriental White Stork 2 12/3-31 Taipei FFEAFEEE  Globally threatened; Vagrant
Black Stork 2 12/26  Chiayi BFk A Rare transient

Eurasian Spoonbill 1 12/04  Tainan EoE Rare winter visitor

Mandarin Duck 2 12/02  Taichung  FK5ELL Rare resident

Falcated Duck 2 12/08  Tainan {ili By Rare winter visitor

Baikal Teal 1 12/12  Taipei PR Rare winter visitor

Greater White-fronted Goose 1 12/12 Kaohsiung  EfELFL Vagrant

Swan Goose 1 12/14  Taoyuan A Vagrant

Tundra Swan 1 12/13  llan FRE Vagrant

American Wigeon 1 12/18  Tainan {i B Vagrant

Ruddy Shelduck 1 12/16  Taipei [iifi EE Rare winter visitor

Commom Shelduck 3 12/11  Tainan By Rare winter visitor

Northern Goshawk 1 12/125  Taipei W Rz Vagrant

Eurosian Sparrow Hawk 1 12/14  Hsinchu PilEEE Rare winter visitor

Greater Spotted Eagle 1 12/28  Mioli & P Rare transient

Common Buzzard 1 12/21  Chiayi Jiei3 ] Rare winter visitor

Northern Harrier | 12/11 Taipei [k B B Rare winter visitor

Mountain Hawk-Eagle 1 12/02  Kaohsiung FRHKHE Rare resident

Formosan Partridge 3 12/17  llan FREH Endemic species;random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 4 12/21 Mioli G EE Endemic species;random sample
Mikado Pheasant - 2 12/14  Hsinchu fEilEEE  Endemic species;random sample
Water Rail 1 12/14  Changhwa  TEEGIEL Rare winter visitor

Asian Dowitcher 2 12/02  Chiayi {i BE 5 Rare transient

Ruff 6 12/06  Tainan {il B mg Rare transient

Little Stint 1 12/09  Tainan il ER 55T Vagrant

Saunders' Gull 65 12/27  Chiayi iR Globally threatened
Slaty-backed Gull 18 12/25 Changhwa JEEM Rare winter visitor
Long-eared Owl 1 12/12  Kaohsiung Ef[Ef4 Rare winter visitor

Formosan Magpie 11 12/21  Taipei yelllzE Endemic species;random sample
Yellow Tit 17 12/22 Pintung 53778778 Endemic species;random sample
Formosan Barwing 12 12/28  Hsinchu vhgakt Endemic species;random sample
White-throated Laughingthrush 100 12/25  Hwalian HEE Rare resident
White-whiskered Laughingthrush 50  12/27  Taichung  HIFFHR Endemic species;random sample
White-eared Sibia 150  12/25  Hwalian s Endemic species;random sample
Steere’s Liocichla 65 12/21  Taichung i Endemic species;random sample
Formosan Yuhina 150  12/14  Hsinchu FlE B Endemic species;random sample
Styan's Bulbul 38  12/14  Taitung P iaesary Endemic species;random sample
Formosan Whistling Thrush 5 12/22  Pintung FRHRE Endemic species;random sample
Grey Bushchat 1 12/26  Chiayi L Rare transient

Collared Bush-robin 10 1227  Taichung  ZIFER Endemic species;random sample
Dusky Warbler 1 12/14  Hsinchu Hiph—%F  Vagrant

Flamecrest 18 12/17  Taichung  #5EEL Endemic species;random sample
Pallas' Reed Bunting 1 12/25  Taipei bt vl Vagrant

Little Bunting 3 12/25  Taipei brid i Rare winter visitor

Rustic Bunting 3 12/16  Taipei AL B Rare transient

Tristram’s Bunting 3 12/14  Hsinchu A Rare transient
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: Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation (Dec.)

by Associale Secretary General: Wei Meili

Translated by Dan Chamberlin

1. Congratulations! * The CWBF received the 1996 Outstanding Achievement Award of the National Social Organization from
the Interior Ministry. On Dec. 5, 1997, Vice-chairperson FFang Woei-horng accepted as our representative in the Central
Newspaper auditorium.

2. Congrats also to former Assistant Secretary-General Roger Chengchih Wang for receiving first prize in the 20th annual
Newspaper Literature Reports for “Misty-eyed Sparrow Hawk. This story covers the 1993 breeding season when a group of
birders investigated Japanese Sparrow Hawk nests in Taipei’s Bali, on Guanyin Mt. That year, the story was carried in
"Fei-yu"; now Roger has rewritten and submitted it. This continues the tradition of Shen Chenchung: stories of Taiwan's
raptors get another prize.

3. Ming Sheng Pao reporter and WBS Hsinchu member Chiu Chinting has received the gold prize of the Executive Yuan's
Information Office, for helping everyone understand the situation with Taiwan's wetlands. For three months, he wrote arti-
cles on all of Taiwan's wetlands: he put a lot of effort into these reports and got full support from the bird societies
throughout Taiwan, which provided valuable information. Each bird society can also feel pride in Chiu’s receipt of this
award. Chiu's words will soon be published in book form, so everyone keep your eyes open for this.

4. On Dec. 3, 1997, birders from Miaoli Co. discovered large numbers of dead ducks on Houlong Creek. On Dec. 9, WBS
Miaoli in league with a local vet, went to investigate the situation. They discovered that the deaths may have been caused
by feeding problems because there was no food in the ducks' stomachs, and then they notified the media about this situa-
tion. On Dec. 10, Chi Weilian of the WBS Taipei’s Wild Bird Rescue Center accompanied CWBF Conservation Division’s
Deng Ziching, who represent the CWBF's Ecological Threat Incident Management Group, went to Houlong Creck to deal
with the situation. WBS Miaoli's initial actions were wise and quick, gathering experts rapidly to prevent any spread of
disease, and saving 5 Green-winged Teals Anas crecca. On Dec. 24, after the press conference to discuss the Houlong
Creek wild bird kill, these 5 teals were released back to the wild, creating at least some good news from the tragic inci-
dent. As to the ecological reasons for the incident, was it related to upstream pollution? At the press conference there
was an appeal to the local government, water management and related agencies to pursue environmental monitoring of the
area, to prevent the disease from relapsing and spreading. If you were to come across a large number of dead birds, what
should you do? On p. 16 of the Jan. issue of "Fei-yu" is detailed advice on how to proceed.

5. The July 1997 handover of Hong Kong to the PRC was quickly followed by the discovery of the HS5NI avian flu, and by
Dec. it had killed several people. The Director of the Taiwan Provincial Dept. of Agriculture and Forestry said that in
response to this threat, Taiwan might have to kill wild birds, which caused all birders to gasp in disbelief. On Dec. 16,
CWBF Chairperson Kuo and Asst. Chairperson Liao together signed and put out a statement of protest with the following
points: In the entire world, there are perhaps 10 to 15 billion individual wild birds. If wild birds are able to transmit this
disease, it would definitely cause panic throughout the world. In fact, early on, there was an international disease preven-
tion unit which made inspections and tried to control the development of the disease, but Taiwan did not take notice of
this. Then when we encounter this problem, we hear this reckless proposal to kill off all migratory birds. The countries of
the world are continually monitoring, researching, and investigating birds. Also they set dales on which to convene inter—
national forums to discuss the evolution of diseases, focusing on any disease which needs attention. International disease
prevention units also maintain information on the discase situation of each country. It is a shame that Taiwan is not able
to participate. During the development of this disease, we were unable lo locate any information. Perhaps, if there is any
possible influence from the avian flu H5NI1, then health and agricultural organizations should work together to review and
discuss it. Only coping with the symptoms by killing birds and taking medical measures is not enough. There is a great
need to proceed with avian management, monitoring, investigation, and research, and actively work with related disease
prevention divisions, then perhaps the next time there is an outbreak, we can have an integrated response. Big Bird Race

6. On Jan. 11, 1998, the CWBF's Second Annual Big Bird Race was scheduled. We hope that you did not miss out on the
many prizes. 1998 Important Bird Investigation Month

7. In Jan. 1998, there are many birding activities throughout Taiwan as described here. Details are given on p. 41 of the
Jan, issue of "Fei-yu'.

a. The 2nd Annual Big Bird Race d. Asia-wide coordinated Black-faced Spoonbill census

b. Asian Wetland Bureau's waterfowl surveys e. Taiwan area coordinated Saunder’s Gull census.

c. New Year's bird counts

We asked each area’s bird society to coordinate investigations in its territory. The information returned will be organized,
counted, and analyzed, strengthening our bird information database. As to the conservation of wetland areas for the Asian
Red Data Book, we received very believable population counts and distributions for the Black-faced Spoonbill and Saunder’s
Gull. Did you participate in this historic undertaking?

8 WBS Tainan was commissioned by the Tainan Co. government to select the county bird. On Nov. 25, there was a poll and
of the 36,354 votes cast, the Pheasant-tailed Jacana received 22,222 (61%), the Black-faced Spoonbill received 7,077 votes
(19.5%), with other species receiving votes including the Maroon Oriole, Black-winged Stilt, Eastern Collared Pratincole,
and Ring-necked Pheasant.

9. Up to Dec. 20, 1997, the Jacana Rescue Foundation had received a total of NT$132,815 including money from the sale of
the jacana T-shirt. Do you have yours yet? Contact your local bird society. You pay your fees; We send you a book!

10. For those members sending in their annual dues before Feb. 28, we will give you a gift, a volume of "Changhua City
Birds", with 15 important bird sayings for local teaching material, and the islandwide introduction of bird poems written in
Taiwanese. These come from a book of bird poems " The Dove's Song is Our Dream® of Liao Shihching, a Changhua
birder who uses Taiwanese to reach the reader. In addition to the above items, Teacher Liao also wants to give you a
souvenir. 1998 Calendar Sells Out!

1t. Through the support of our members, the 1998 Taiwan Wild Bird Ecology Calendar has completely sold out. We thank
everyone for your efforts. Selling out the calendars means the greatest refurn, enabling us to reach higher levels in 1998.
Islandwide Volunteer Appreciation Festival

12 On Dec. 25, 1997, in order to guide the entire province's volunteer service and to show off volunteers' vitality, the Social
Department of the provincial government sponsored the "Volunteer Appreciation Festival” at Taipei County’s Shulin River
North Park. The CWBF with WBS Taoyuan participated in the environmental protection exhibits. On that day the Green-
winged Teal, Yellow Wagtail, Barn Swallow, Great Egret, and Black-winged Stilt costumes we borrowed from WBS Taipei
were beautiful, receiving interested stares form the entire audience. "Bird Bingo” thought up by chairperson Kuo received
the greatest attention, with participants crowding around our booth completely encircling it, with one performance leading
to the next; this continued for the longest time. Provincial Governor James Scong also stopped by for a spell. . Chairperson
Kuo asked Governor Scong if he recognized the leading role played by the Black-faced Spoonbill poster, to which Governor
Soong answered that he was as deeply impressed as with the movie about’ the cranes returning home.

On Dec. 1 there were 2857 members in 12 societies islandwide.
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