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Focus

: -Woei-horng Fang
In July,1998,some 178 species of birds were recorded in Chiayi. Nantou, Pintung, Hsinchu, llan, Taipei, Penghu, Changhwa,
Hwalien areas of Taiwan. The following list are some important or interesting sightings.

Birdname Number Date Site Observer  Note

Oriental White Stork 1 07/05  Taipei {THHSE Vagrant

Mandarin Duck 5 07/02 Taichung {HI Bk Rare resident

Common Buzzard 1 07/20 Nantou AIRHE Rare winter visitor

Mountain Hawk-Eagle 1 07/03  Nantou {4 R Rare resident

Formosan Partridge 2 07/12  Taoyuan [ Endemic species; random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 1 07/03 Taichung i FHGL Y Endemic species: random sample
Common Pheasant 3 07/17  Tainan {9 B e Rare resident

Mikado Pheasant 4 07/13  Nantou G T o Endemic species;: random sample
Slaty-legged Crake 1 07/26  Taipei i HE R Rare transient

Grey-headed Lapwing 1 07/08  Chiayi e Rare transient

Nordmann's Greenshank 1 07/12 Taichung B Vagrant

Lesser Cuckoo 2 07/05  Taipei [T BH%E Rare summer visitor

Asian Koel 1 07/11  Nantou R Vagrant

Eurasian Tawny Owl 1 07/13  Nantou 2 Rare resident

Savanna Nightjar 2 07/11 Pintung = Rare resident '
Formosan Magpie 5 07/12 Kaohsiung g Endemic species; random sample
Yellow Tit 13 07/18 Pintung HEE Endemic species:; random sample
Formosan Barwing 8 07/03 Taichung FFifE  Endemic species: random sample
White-throated Laughingthrush 25 07/04 Taichung T Rare resident

Whi te-whiskered Laughingthrush 13 07/03 Taichung LT Endemic species; random sample
White-eared Sibia 35 07/04 Taichung AR Endemic species; random sample
Steere's Liocichla 40 07/04 Taichung AT LEL Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yuhina 150 07/04 Taichung Pt -Endemic species: random sample
Styan's Bulbul 15 07/30 Pintung - SEEuEE Endemic species: random sample
Formosan Whistling Thrush 3 07/12 Keelung T Endemic species: random sample
Collared Bush-robin 7 07/04 Taichung A HIL R Endemic species: random sample
Flamecrest 4 07/07  Chiayi SriEHE Endemic species; random sample
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation, August 1998

By Associate Secretary-General: Kuei Meili; Translated by Dan Chamberlin
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[ Celebration of decennial anniversary ]

On 31 July the CWBF was 10 years old, an auspicious event for Taiwan’s birding commumty We
sponsored the 1" Annual Mikado Pheasant Cup Badminton Tournament, cordially inviting all the
country’s birders to come and participate. We provided souvenirs for those registering before 25 July.

. At the same time we sponsored a guessing game, Bird’s Head Lottery. To participate, fax in your name
and the team to which you belong to (02-87874547). We have some great prizes for you. With Bird’s
Head teams, competitive teams, and fellowship teams, we are trying to provide ample opportunities to
bring more people together to play.

. The 1999 Taiwan Wild Bird Calendar invited submissions, and a total of 61 people sent in entries,
including 880 slides of 220 species of birds.

. On 20 June, we asked the following 11 people to judge the entries: Chen Chinghsia, Luo Chengyu, Li
Pingdu, Lin Maonan, Wu Zunshian, Pan Jianhong, Chiu Chinghui, Liu Hsianfu, Kuei Meili, Yan Liyue,
and Cheng Yichih.

. In the past in our publlmuons we have stressed appropnatc methods of nature photography which we
used to help decide this year’s entries. We don’t condone using ways to attract, bait, or startle wild birds;
and you shouldn’t disturb the juvenile or mother feeding young when photographing a nest, or destroy-the
natural environment to make taking your picture easier.

. In order to be accepted for the calendar, the process of taking your picture must be detailed.  We plan to
have you sign the design of the calendar, so that the CWBF can show honor to the determination and
responsibilities of wildlife photographers. The selected material published in the CWBF’s calendar has
passed the challenge of this selection process.

. On the day that we judged the entries, it was also the blrthdays of CWBF’s Standing Supervisor Lin
Maonan and Financial Controller Yan Liyue. We thank all the judges for their efforts.

[ Black-faced Spoonbill Satellite Tracking Project]

8.

The latest information on the northward progress of the BFS from spring 1998 (information from Chen
Shangchin):

On 25 May, 4 individuals were recorded at the Pacific Ocean fishing area (just to the east of the Coastal
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Highway, and east of the protected area at Sitsao).
On 28 May within the protected area at Sitsao were 5 birds, including “Lucky 7”and no. 774.

On 29 May, Lucky 7 was spotted and the count was the same as for the previous day; these 3 records are
in the region where no. 774 was banded.

On 1 June at Chiku, 2 birds were recorded but included neither Lucky 7 nor no. 774.

On 2 June, Lucky 7 is confirmed still in the Sitsao protected area, but this is the last report for spring
1998; this bird was the first wild BFS fitted with a transmitter on 19 Feb.

- On 13 June (Sat.) Mr. Van Arnhem of Holland’s Agronomy Bureau (including the Agricultural Nature

Management Division) and accredited by Seoul, Korea’s City Council, visited the CWBF to try to
understand the current situation with Taiwan’s conservation of the BES and its wetlands. The CWBF
asked NTU’s Prof. Ying Wang to give a brief report on the results of this spring’s BES research.
Chairperson Kuo introduced the situation with the development of each of Taiwan’s bird societies, and
the focus of the work of the Secretariat. Ms. Chengchi Hu of the branch office of the Holland
government accompanied Mr. Arnhem.

[ Promoting Long-term Management of the Hsinchu City Coastal Area)

10.

1615

13.

A task force for Hsinchu’s Hsiangshan project is promoting sustainable development of Hsinchu’s
coastal areas; the urging of NGO’s was transformed into Hsinchu City’s dominant leadership, and on 27
June the “Hsinchu Coastal Area Sustainable Development Conference” was convened at the Nanmen
Elementary School.

CWBF Chairperson Chengyu Kuo had to run all over the place helping the engineering institute arrange
parking and setting up a venue for the press conference, to help bring about good will with the host
engineering institute. The mayor of Hsinchu was invited to breakfast in the VIP lounge; and even the
vice-president of the engineering institute showed up to greet the mayor (the president was out of the
country.). At that time. the engineering institute and the CWBF invited the Hsinchu mayor to take a
helicopter to go birdwatching: such is the determination and charm of Chairperson Kuo.

This conference was important because Tsai Renchian invited participants and people’s representatives
from the three political parties to sign a declaration for the protection of the Hsinchu City coastline,
formally called “Hsinchu is a Coastal City”. This is to form a coastal area sustainable management
council to seek a way to balance the needs of both the natural ecology and people’s fortune and
happiness in a long-term sustainable manner. This public statement lets it be known that people are
willing to join forces to be “Honorable Citizens of the Ocean™ so that people and oceans can coexist and
flourish together.

On 12 June (Fri.), we received an invitation to participate in Hsinchu City’s 1999 planning conference to
create a new city-country project. This originates from the Executive Yuan's Economic Construction
Council with cooperation of the Interior Ministry, Ministry of Economic Affairs, Culture Ministry,
Environmental Protection Administration, and the Construction Bureau, who will subsidize local
governments and NGO’s to improve related city and country environmental landscapes in planning of
application work.

-On 16 June (Tues.) we sent letters to all bird societies describing related plans for subsidized work; each

society should decide on the amount of funds to budget for this effort to help care for the local
environment.

[ Participation in the Bingnan Environmental Assessment Procedure )

15.

A meeting on the second stage of the environmental assessment for the Bingnan Industrial Zone was held.
On 7 April a task force produced a report on the initial assessment identifying 10 serious problems:
alternate areas, alternates for the special use industrial harbor, coastal erosion, lagoons, water use and its
disposal, influences on the scientific park, release of carbon dioxide and prevention of public damage,
acid rain, Black-faced Spoonbill and other natural resources, and fishing and other industries. Each
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time we will examine two questions.

16.On 25 June we examined the questions of the Black-faced Spoonbill and other natural resources, and the
fishing and other industries. At the meeting the CWBF expressed how poorly we understand the
situation with the Black-faced Spoonbill and other organisms which overwinter in the Tainan arca. In
addition, the effects of the development of the Bingnan Industrial zone on the BFS are not presently
known; so the CWRBF is opposed to the development of the Bingnan Industrial Zone. Further, birds and
people both share the same environment for life; habitat protection is our true concern and focus, there’s
only one Taiwan, and the environment belongs to everyone.

17.0n 25 June, the day of the meeting, the intelligence of what the local fishermen had to say made a deep
impression on us: “The people of Taiwan share one life, and industrial pollution affects the entire
province. We have a lagoon, and we walk on the land; we must carefully cherish the natural lagoon
ecology. We hope that the Chiku lagoon will continue to exist, and other offshore fisheries areas and
resources will still be available for use, to allow future generations to enjoy fresh seafood. With the
continued existence of this land, the fishermen have hope for years to come. Financial institutions
please go far away from here.”

18. The developer’s data concerning BFS investigations say that: during their investigation time in the
proposed development area, no evidence was seen of the BES; the proposed development area is located
7 km as the crow flies from important BFS habitat; no feeding grounds, activity areas, or roosts of the
BFS are located within the proposed development; and the development of the industrial park will have
no direct effects on this bird or the continued existence of its required environments. However, NTU’s
Prof. Ying Wang has numerous records of the BFS in salt ponds within the proposed development area: a
significant discrepancy.

19.0n 9 July, at a meeting of experts for this environmental assessment, there were recommendations from
the assessment team to ask Bingnan about the development of wastes, lagoon construction, and land to
be used for factory construction. The Dec.' 1997 meeting in Kyoto Japan of the third signing of the UN
Climate Change Network Protocol called for the control of emissions of greenhouse gases. For the Nov.
1998 meeting in Argentina, Taiwan’s projected decrease in carbon dioxide must be discussed. It is up
to the EPA to show the determination and goodwill to cut these gases.

[ News of Taiwan’s Bird Societies ]
20.On 19 April, WBS Tainan decided to become a full member society of the CWBF, under the direction of
the new president Chen Chengshu. On 1 June, the CWBF invited the old and new presidents of all
participating societies to a ceremony marking the change in personnel. Our congratulations to Kuo
Chengyu, Lin Maonan, Kuei Meili, Yan Liyue, and Lai Pengchih.

[ Love the Lanyu Scop’s Owl]
21. This project is jointly sponsored by the Executive Yuan’s Council of Agriculture, the Zoology Institute
of Academia Sinica, the Taiwan Endemic Species Research Institute, the CWBF, and Hei Song Beverage
Company.

8
(88

.On 16 April the opening ceremonies for this activity were held and each person was asked to donate
NT$1000 for the upkeep of 1 Lanyu Scop’s Owl; originally, the closing date was the end of May. but
due to the overwhelming response, the closing date was extended. A total of 1032 people donated
NT$1.077.147 to help Dr. Lucia Severinghaus of the Zoology Institute, Academia Sinica to continue her
studies on this rare species.

23.0n 9 and 10 May in Kaohsiung there was a live introduction and feeding activity, with support from
WBS Kaohsiung volunteers, Chen Yoyi, Wei Chihtsang, Su Huijuan, and Jian Liling, as well as
Kunhai’s Chang Luo (These volunteers were presented with owl dolls with our sincere thanks.). We
had planned activities in Taichung on 16 May, but the event was rained out. Also thanks go to WBS
Taiwan Province for all their help.
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