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Focus

Woei-horng Fang

In August,1998, some 216 species of birds were recorded in Ilan, Pintung, Taitung, Taipei, Keelung, Chiayi, Tainan, Penghu, Yunlin,
Hwalien, Hsinchu, Nantou, Taichung, Taoyuan, Changhwa, Kaohsiung areas of Taiwan. The following are some important or

interesting sightings.

Birdname Number Date Site Observers Note
Lesser Frigatebird 1 08/06  Ilan A Rare summer visitor
Chinese Pond Heron 1 08/17  Tainan {1 513 i Rare winter visitor
Striated Heron 1 08/09  Yunlin IREEE Rare resident
Oriental White Stork 2 08/21  Taipei i Vagrant
Black-cared Kite 9 08/02  Taipei Rare resident
Formosan Partridge 3 08/08  Taipei 53 Endemic species; random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 4 08/23  Nantou FeiE s Endemic species; random sample
Common Pheasant 24 08/19  Hwalien 28]l ik Rare resident
Mikado Pheasant 6 08/22  Taichung [JiZ[L Endemic species: random sample
Pheasant-tailed Jacana 3 08/16  Tainan {14 3 Rare resident
Temminck's Stint 3 08/26  Tainan HUER Rare winter visitor
Brown Wood-owl 1 08/08  Nantou Ea g o) Rare resident
Savanna Nightjar 1 08/27 llan SRt Rare resident
Grey-faced Woodpecker 2 08/08  Nantou g Rare resident
Formosan Magpie 10 08/30  Taipei SRt Endemic species: random sample
Yellow Tit 4 08/02  Nantou ZEHrke Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Barwing 8 08/02  Ilan Endemic species: random sample
White-throated Laughingthrush 4 08/14  Taichung Rare resident
White-whiskered Laughingthrush |12 08/21  Nantou Endemic species; random sample
White-eared Sibia 80 08/02  Ilan i Endemic species: random sample
Steere's Liocichla 100 08/02 llan FREI Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yuhina 60 08/10  Nantou gt B Endemic species; random sample
Styan's Bulbul 80 08/27  Hwalien )|l Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Whistling Thrush 4 08/21  Taipei ASZAHE Endemic species: random sample
Collared Bush-robin 11 08/21  Nantou Endemic species; random sample
Lemon-rumped Warbler 2 08/28  Kaohsiung {5y Rare transient
Flamecrest 4 08/24  llan AR [ ik Endemic species; random sample
Japanese Paradise Flycatcher 1 08/30  Ilan T Rare transient
Forest Wagtail 1 08/31  Penghu Tl 1 Vagrant
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation, August 1998

By Associate Secretary-General: Kuei Meili; Translated by Dan Chamberlin

[ Ten-year Anniversary]
The CWBF is 10 years old and for this occasion, the Secretariat sponsored the First Annual Mikado
Pheasant Cup Badminton Tournament to provide an opportunity for all of Taiwan’s birders to get
together. The tournament was divided into competitive teams, cooperative teams, and bird’s head
teams, and a raffle was held. A total of 300 people, 17 organizations, 16 bird’s head teams, 13
competitive teams (3 teams were visitors), and 173 players participated.

l.

The following are the results. Competitive teams: 1", Council of Agriculture; 2", Hsinchu; 3%
Changhua; and 4" endemic team. Bird’s head teams: 1%, Changhua; 2", CWBF; 3" Penghu; and 4"

Hualien.

All members were sent a 10-year commemorative utensil set, and there are still Hsinchu and Changhua
tattoo stickers and Taipei yuhina bookmarks; more winner’s and member’s things are stored in the

£+ F+u

43



basement, and volunteers can get one item.

4. We thank Wang Shoumin, Huang Yuming, Lu Ruiwen, Lin Chunzai, Wu Guohua, Zeng Hueihua, Chen
Hsouli, Chen Jiangwen, Hsu Weichin and other Taipei volunteers for their help as well as all the WBS
Taipei staff members for their participation and support.

5. Judy in the CWBF Secretariat prepared the utensils, each society’s sports shirt, and flag, as well as the
Mikado Pheasant cake. Did you get any of it? If you did. then you are quite lucky! We must thank
(Little Bear) Chencheng for running the bird’s head competition, the photography plan, and all the
extras of the activity; and of course Peng Chihhsiung held everything together by running the service
desk, letting the activity develop in a lively and smooth way.

6. And finally we must thank Chairperson Kuo for his support and giving over the details of running the
activity, allowing the idea for the “Birder's Badminton Meeting” to come to fruition. Of course, all the
efforts of each member society contributing to this activity were substantial.

7. Each section in this month’s monthly report in “Feiyu” has more items; this is because everyone gave us
so much positive feedback.

[Presidential Tea]

8. On 8 June 1998, Chairperson Kuo was invited by the COA to attend a tea for promoting new ideas
among citizen’s groups sponsored by the President’s office. At the meeting Chairperson Kuo
proposed that all organizations concerned with outdoor nature activities receive help. He received a
ceramic pot and a book of aboriginal songs.

[Seeking Funds for the Lanyu Scops Owl Expenditures]
9. Feedback from the “I Love the Scops Owl™ activity: The owner of Taiwan’s Chiaochiang Clock Co.,
Chen Junchin, donated 100 Lanyu Scops Owl watches for us to sell, and the money will go into the
special account for the Scops Owl research as a charitable contribution to the organization.

10. At the 10-year anniversary Badminton tournament, Chen Junchin personally presented a watch to Dr.
Severinghaus. That day., Chen Wangshih bought the first watch for NT$5000, and the CWBF presented
Mr. Junchin Chen with a medal.

[ Sponsorship of the IBA Conference]l

[1. At the beginning of 1998, we received the book “IBA of Asia Briefing Book” from BirdLife
International.

[2. On 18-22 February, the CWBF was invited to a conference on the Himalayan IBAs.

13. Chairperson Shihching Liao invited the Provincial Dept. of Agriculture and Forestry Director Chen
Wauhsiung to participate, and they set aside 22 March 1998 at Changhua’s Badoushan during the Gray-
faced Buzzard Eagle watching activities, to advance the 1998 annual united meeting of CWBF and
other conservation organizations. This activity was successful, as the Prov. Dept. of Ag. and For.
decided to sponsor the coming year’s Badoushan hawk activity, inviting BirdLife International’s
Chinese birders to participate, to be convened in March 1999 at the beginning of the “Delineation of
Taiwan’s IBA International Conference”.

14. On 30 March 1998, the Associate-Director of the Forestry Division of the COA, Lee Sanwei, and Chen
Chaoren went to Changhua along with the head of the Changhua Bureau office of the Prov. Dept. of Ag.
And For., Chang Chingchang, where Chairperson Liao Shihching lobbied them.

15. On 24 July 1998, the Chinese version of the abstract for Vol. 1 of the Asian IBA plan was completed,
and we sent 2 copies to each member society and invited members and academics to read and examine
the manuscript to suggest improvements,

16. On 26 July, at the regular meeting of the board, we opened the first planning meeting of the Taiwan
IBA conference, inviting the chairpersons of all member societies as well as the people working on this
project to attend to kick off this project.

17. “Delineation of Taiwan’s IBAs International Conference™ will be principally planned by the CWBF,

44 ¢ 3



WBS Changhua, and Biology Dept. of Changhua’s Shihda, under the leadership of the Executive
Yuan's COA, with help from all member societies, BirdLife International, WBS Japan, Taiwan
Endemic Species Research Institute, Provincial legislator Chou Chingyu, legislator Chao Yungching,
Taiwan Tourism Bureau’s Badoushan Scenic Area Management and others. The meeting is scheduled
for 18-26 March 1999.

. The planning process: 1 meeting, 26 July in Taipei; 2™ meeting, 29-30 August in Changhua; 3

meeting, 17-18 Oct. in Changhua; 4" meeting, 14-15 Nov. Kaohsiung; and 5" meeting 27-28 Feb. 1999
in Hsinchu.

In this issue of “Feiyu”, CWBF Conservation Division’s Huang Mingshuan (Little Bear) introduces the
Conservation Division’s IBA delineation and meaning. We hope that those that are interested will join
this international effort with birders everywhere; so we can bravely end the 20" century on a
conservation note.

[News of Member Societies]

20.

22

On 1 July, the WBS Tainan formally applied to be a member society; the application was received at the
5" board meeting; the registration was published in the July issue of “Feiyu”, and we welcome any
comments from birders.

. On 19 July, the WBS Ilan held a meeting at Ilan Junior High, to draw attention to the completion of 7

years work for Taiwan birders at Wuweigang. The CWBF joined in the celebration attended by
chairperson Kuo and others.  On the 18" at llan concerning Wuweigang, the meeting Chairperson Hsu
Shunping, Chang Fusheng, Standing Chairperson Lin Yingheh, and WBS Ilan’s Lu Hsuehling, together
discussed the situation with the bird reserve at Wuweigang. We thank the ardent support of the Ilan
birders.

. The 1999 Taiwan Wild Bird Calendar is presently being designed and will be printed in September.

[ The Work of the CWBF])

23.

23. In July, the Postal Bureau informed us that we need new glue to seal the “Feiyu” envelopes; this is
just additional work for the secretariat; moreover Chairperson Kuo had to especially deal with this.
We must cooperate with the post office, yet without items having been delayed or returned, the work of
putting out the magazine increased 3-fold.

So everyone should know that “Feiyu™ has been late for a long time, and we owe our members t0o
much. We are grinding our teeth to the bone; we know things are urgent; and the harder the battle, the
braver the soldier. We hope that we can improve our efficiency to get the magazine out. We always
keep this in mind; we are infinitely thankful for your cooperation.

[Farewell to Kuo Dehling]

25.

For 20 days in Feb. and March of this year, the international satellite tracking program for the Black-
faced Spoonbill was held; Kuo Donghui asked his father to help translate the Japanese. On 13 Feb.,
one person from Japan came to Tainan and was taken care of by the elder Kuo. He performed a great
service on this project.

. On 4 June, news of the elder Kuo’s death from sickness reached us; making everyone feel sad.  On 20

June, chairperson Shihchin Liao sent a condolence letter; the elder Kou gave much to birders beyond
just his words, and all who knew him were moved. We thank him sincerely.

Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation, September 1998

By Associate Secretary-General: Kuei Meili; Translated by Dan Chamberlin

1

Planning the IBA Conference. The CWBF and all member societies are actively preparing for
the “International Conference to Delineate Taiwan’s Important Bird Areas™ for March 1999. On 26



July it was decided that each society will select 2 members to work on Taiwan’s IBAs, and to review
the results of Taiwan’s Red Data Book which is the basis for IBA planning. At the same time, the
members of the Red Data Book review committee will join in. This is the end result of what Prof.
Yitsong Ong began in 1993 when he pushed the creation of the “Taiwan Sensitive Protected Coastal
Area Model Plan™.  Out of this developed a strong sense of caring for the land in Taiwan, raising
government environmental policy standards, and creating the first conditions for environmental
protection and bird conservation.

[Gathering Funds for the Lanyu Scops Owl Research Expenditures]
2.

On 9 Aug. (and every year on the 2" Sunday in August), WBS Taipei together with the Taipei City
government sponsored “Taipei Loves Birds Day™ at which time the offices received visits from Ma
Yingjou and Mayor Chen Shuibian. Due to the efforts of Oh Yufang and Prof, Shihching Liao, the
two important visitors were persuaded to reserve a commemorative Lanyu Scops Owl watch for
NT$10,000 and NT$15,000 each. Thanks.

There are only 100 Lanyu Scops Owl commemorative watches available, and members are welcome to
purchase them as keepsakes.  You can do this by sending money to our postal account (no. 126778595)
stating clearly in writing that you wish to purchase one of the watches.

CWBF Receives Public Acclamation. On 11 Aug. at the Taipei City’s activity center, CWBF
President Kuo, accompanied by Kuei Meili, received the Interior Ministry’s award as a part of the
1998 National Recognition of Outstanding Citizen Groups”, as well as a cash prize of NT$50,000.

[Bird Banding Meeting]

35

On 18 Aug.. President Kuo and Kuei Meili together with the Council of Agriculture (COA) convened a
meeting with all city governments to explain the new “Taiwan Bird Banding Working Handbook™ by
Prof. Hsiaowei Yuan. The important goals of the meeting were to identify and solicit opinions from
all authorities concerning one set of banding controls, i.e., a unified Taiwan wild bird banding ring
application requiring all to go through the Banding Center. This is to maintain our international
reputation and to establish the initial process in Taiwan, while planning to cooperate in international
banding plans.

At the meeting, the Interior Ministry, in principal, bestowed the responsibility for the application of
banding permits to CWBF’s Banding Center. The COA gave details regarding standardization of
bands (materials and colors, etc.), and the development of research and supervisory work by banding
personnel.

According to results of a review over the next few years of the work given to the CWBF’s Banding
Center, a government-sponsored banding center is a possibility. The Associate Director of the COA’s
Forestry Dept. Mr. Lee wants to establish a non-governmental Banding Center.

Pheasant-tailed Jacana Rescue Foundation. On Aug. 14, a meeting was convened on the jacana habitat
improvement, and the High-speed Railway Bureau and the Tainan Co. gov't. asked our representative
Prof. Yitsong Ong to attend.  The results:

In the first year (1999) Tainan Co. government will negotiate with experts, academics, or conservation
organizations on the construction of habitat for the jacana and other protected species.

Initial construction of habitat will include 15 ha whose costs the High-speed Railway Bureau and the
Tainan Co. government are responsible for bearing. (The High-speed Railway Bureau has allocated
NT$1,000,000 for the Tainan Co. government to rent land from the Taiwan Sugar Corp.)

In the second year there will be a review of the initial results of the completed construction to see if the
scope can be expanded or if the first-stage scope should be maintained.

Management action: the effects of improvement should be reviewed, the influence of the management
should be evaluated, and management should sponsor appropriate subsidies.
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