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Focus

Woei-horng Fang

In September, 1998, some 273 species of birds were recorded in Tainan, Chiayi, llan, Taitung, Taipei, Changhwa, Penghu, Pintung,
Hsinchu, Hwalien, Taoyuan, Taichung, Yunlin, Nantou, Keelung, Miaoli areas of Taiwan. The following list are some important or

interesting sightings.

Birdname Number Date Site Observers Note
Schrenk's Bittern 1 09/19  Penghu R Vagrant
Oriental White Stork 2 09/29  Taipei e Vagrant
Mandarin Duck 4 09/12  Taichung [T Rare resident
Mountain Hawk-Eagle 1 09/20  Nantou frf—4% Rare resident
Formosan Partridge 2 09/05  Taipei e Endemic species; random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 4 09/06  Nantou S Sl Endemic species; random sample
Common Pheasant 14 09/23  Hwalien 231 ] i Rare resident
Mikado Pheasant 3 09/26  Taichung Endemic species; random sample
Pheasant-tailed Jacana 1 09/20  Pintung Rare resident
Oriental Plover 1 09/27  Taoyuan Vagrant
Temminck's Stint 5 09/23  Tainan Rare winter visitor
Asian Dowitcher 1 09/28  Tainan {5 Rare transient
Little Curlew + 09/17  Chiayi {1 1 Rare transient
Ruff -+ 09/03  Tainan R Rare transient
Eurasian Woodcock 2 09/03  Penghu oo B Rare winter visitor
Spotted Redshank 1 09/21  Taoyuan  RHERH Rare winter visitor
Saunders' Gull 2 09/18  Tainan Ak E
Lesser Cuckoo 1 09/27  Changhwa #HiE Rare summer visitor
Eurasian Tawny Owl 1 09/18  Hsinchu B HETE Rare resident
Ruddy Kingfisher 1 09/15  Taipei SHAER Rare transient
Black-capped Kingfisher 1 09/19  Penghu ke Vagrant
Grey-faced Woodpecker 1 09/10  Nantou Rare resident
Fairy Pitta 1 09/21  Penghu Rare summer visitor
Ashy Drongo 1 09/24  Taipei Vagrant
Formosan Magpie 10 09/05 Ilan Endemic species; random sample
Azure-winged Magpie 2 09/20  Taipei Vagrant
Yellow Tit 2 09/26  Taichung Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Barwing 5 09/13  Taichung Endemic species; random sample
White-whiskered Laughingthrush 15 09/20  Nantou Endemic species; random sample
White-eared Sibia 30 09/20  Chiayi Endemic species; random sample
Steere's Liocichla 12 09/27  Nantou Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yuhina 60 09/08  Chiayi fa]—%¢: Endemic species; random sample
Styan's Bulbul 200 09/06  Hwalien - Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Whistling Thrush 2 09/06  Taipei PHE R Endemic species; random sample
Collared Bush-robin 7 09/09  Chiayi {a—5% Endemic species: random sample
Siberian Blue Robin 2 09/02  Penghu 1 Rare transient
Middendorff’s Grasshopper-Warbler |1 09/22  Penghu At Rare transient
Pale-legged Leaf-Warbler 1 09/02  Tainan (W Rare transient
Flamecrest 13 09/10  Nantou {i]—4t Endemic species: random sample
Blue & White Flycatcher 1 09/18  Tainan R Rare transient
Yellow-rumped Flycatcher 1 09/21  Penghu i Rare transient
Dark-sided Flycatcher 1 09/13  Taipei T Rare transient
Japanese Paradise Flycatcher 3 09/13  Taipei e Rare transient
Pechora Pipit | 09/11  Taipei + 1 Rare transient
Forest Wagtail 1 09/02  Penghu et LS Vagrant
Little Bunting 1 09/21  Penghu G Rare winter visitor
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation, October 1998

By Associate Secretary-General: Kuei Meili ; Translated by Dan Chamberlin

[ Sponsorship of the IBA Conference ]

1

On 29-30 Aug. 1998 at Baguashan’s holiday village, the Second Important Bird Area (IBA) Preparatory
Conference was held. Simba Chen and Shianshanhefu of WBS Japan came and presented the
essentials of preparing and planning for an IBA project. A total of 41 people of 13 bird societies
attended. First S. Chen explained BirdLife International’s (BLI) standards for an IBA, then M. Koyama
summarized the results of the Indonesian and Philippine IBA projects. After explaining the critical
point of depending on the development by cities and counties, representatives at the meeting role-played
on stage. We will know at year’s end if we have successfully taken our first step in the delineation of
Taiwan’s IBAs: In March 1999, we can present complete results at the “Delineation of Taiwan’s IBAs
International Conference”. Thanks to WBS Changhua for sponsoring this meeting, and Mr. Chengdeh
Yao of the Taiwan Endemic Species Research Institute (TESRI) for recording the proceedings. If you
need to view the videotape, then contact the Conservation Division of CWBF.

Those societies, WBS Keelung, Hualien, Taidong, Jinmen, and Pingtung, which were unable to attend
the Second IBA Preparatory Conference should contact one of the following: WBS Taipei’s Fang
Weihorng and Jiang Mingliang, WBS Taiwan Prov.’s Chou Daching, or WBS Kaohsiung for technical
assistance. The Yunlin area will be the responsibility of both WBS Chiayi and Changhua.

At the March 1999 conference, BLI meeting coordinator, Cristi Marie Nozawa, will come to Taiwan to
assist the Secretariat’s Kuo Chengyu, Kuei Meili, and Huang Minghsuan. WBS Changhua’s Liao
Shihchin, and 2 teachers from Changhua Teachers College, Guan Yungtsai and Yan Chungfen, will
provide details concerning aspects of nature reserve management and site selection. We are deeply
impressed by the prudent and responsible nature of this undertaking.

On 31 August, Simba Chen and Shianshanhefu came to the CWBF offices to introduce software
containing the IBA data forms.

On 17-18 Oct., TESRI sponsored the Third IBA Preparatory Conference, prior to which the CWBF
Secretariat sent copies of the computer files to each society with the IBA data forms. We request all
societies to enter the data in the Chinese forms.

[Creating a home for the Pheasant-tailed Jacana]
6.

The Jacana Rescue Foundation attended the “Fourth Evaluation Meeting of the High-Speed Rail Jacana
Conservation Planning Seminar” convened by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on 15 Sept.
1998. On 11 Sept. before the meeting, WBS Tainan lobbied to create a consensus to present evidence
at the meeting that the high-speed rail project will destroy essential jacana habitat. On 14 Aug., at a
meeting on habitat improvement for the jacana, initially creating 15 ha of habitat was discussed. Only
after the Transportation Ministry’s High-Speed Rail Bureau has definitely rented the land, then can
construction on this section of rail line proceed.

In other countries, before you are allowed to destroy an area of wetlands, you first must provide
compensation or successfully arrange for the use of an alternate area of wetlands: then construction can
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begin.  The Jacana Rescue Foundation members met with many obstacles, including only being
allowed to present the case of jacana extirpation in a brief [5-min presentation at the environmental
impact assessment meeting. It was a relief to all when the meeting was finally over.

Looking back at the 21 July third evaluation meeting, from the signing of the contract for the high-speed
rail line (on 24 July), related government agencies responsible for oversight of this project have been
under considerable pressure, to pass this proposal. We sincerely thank the Council of Agriculture’s
(COA) representative Hsu Chiufeng, who refused to sign the methodology declaration because of the
cruelty of the High-Speed Rail Bureau’s insistence that there was no alternative for jacana habitat
conservation. This allowed the meeting to consider a way to do the right thing. Thanks to all
environmentalists for your support on that day.

According to the historical record, in Sept. 1994 when the approval was received for the high-speed rail
project, the environmental impact results stated: “as to ecology, the high-speed rail will pass through the
breeding grounds of such wild animals as the Pheasant-tailed Jacana and the Painted Snipe, but there are
no concrete conservation measures. Therefore, another conservation evaluation shall be prepared, and
as no approval has been received for the conservation plan, construction on this section can not begin”.
So for the past 4 years, even with the creation of the Jacana Rescue Foundation 14 months ago, and the
most rational conservation, persistence, and solidarity of heart, we have just arrived at this stage of our
duties. Further, as to our checking up of the responsible conservation authorities, we have just one
foot in the door.

. At the 2 Oct. meeting, we decided not to let any development agency win a battle of wits or laws, when

all our efforts are going to set aside some habitat for a home for the jacana. The environmental
assessment meeting was satisfactorily wrapped up, so now the task of conserving the jacana can begin.

[1999 Calendar sales have begun]

11.

For details of reserving and buying your calendar see the inside front cover of “Fei-yu” this month.
Don’t miss out on this design style; we hope you like it.

[1998 Fall Migration Season has opened]

12.

This fall season throughout Taiwan, there are 31 activities for enjoying the fall migration in cities and
counties, sponsored by 17 bird societies. Details are in the activity section.

[Fourth NTT Bird Census Day]

13:

Calling all birders of Taiwan! The 1998 world bird count activity will officially begin on 1 Oct. and
run through 31 Oct.  For each bird species recorded, NTT will donate Y100 Japanese yen to be used to
meet expenses for Asian IBA plans. This year NTT has committed a total of Y5 million (~NTS$I
million) to help Asian area IBAs.

. As to your participation in this activity, after you have requested the recording forms from the CWBF,

return them depending on your preferred method of faxing, or send by email (before Tues. 10 Nov.).
We welcome all to work together on this project. Details are on page 25 of the Sept issue of “Fei-yu”.

[Tea party in Ilan]

IS¢

WBS llan had a tea party on 23 Aug. sponsored by the Ilan Cultural Center. One day earlier on the
22™ The CWBF convened the fifth board meeting at the Ilan Tzulin Cultural Foundation. Early the next
day, the board members and chairpersons of all societies with Chiu Chingyao rushed over to meeting
hall to seek out Ilan Co. Magistrate Liu Hsoucheng, and the two groups exchanged concepts on caring
for the environment.

. Like good wine at the bottom of a deep crock, the Ilan tea party was established because of the efforts

of chairperson Chen Chongsheng and one of the principals Lu Hsuehlin and all the government officials
in Tlan were gathered together. Even birders from all areas of Taiwan came together to enjoy the scene,
allowing other people to respect our sincere day-to-day work. Lin Maohsiang as M.C. gave a warm
enthusiastic welcome that helped to pull everything together.
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