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Woei-horng Fang

In November, 1998, some 313 species of birds were recorded in Taipei, Chiayi, Ilan, Changhwa, Penghu, Kaohsiung, Pintung,
Nantou, Hsinchu, Taoyuan, Taitung, Tainan, Keelung, Miaoli, Yunlin, and Taichung areas of Taiwan. The following list are some

important or interesting sightings.

Birdname Number Date Site Observers Note
Great Bittern 1 11709 Taipei YIBHZE Rare winter visitor
Schrenk's Bittern 1 11/30  Ilan PR Vagrant
Oriental White Stork 2 11/01  Taipei AT Vagrant
Eurasian Spoonbill 1 11/19  Tainan LR 5 Rare winter visitor
Baikal Teal 1 11/28  Taipei AE Rare winter visitor
Greater White-fronted Goose 4 11/05  Taipei A Vagrant
Baer's Pochard 4 11/14  llan &=y Rare winter visitor
Eurosian Sparrow Hawk 5 11/30  Ilan PREBR Rare winter visitor
Greater Spotted Eagle 1 11/08 ~ Changhwa [EE# Rare transient
Mountain Hawk-Eagle il 11/28  Tainan sy Rare resident
Formosan Partridge 3 11/01  Yunlin sREE Endemic species; random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 5 11/22  Nantou A Endemic species: random sample
Mikado Pheasant 1 11/22  Nantou MRS Endemic species; random sample
Slaty-legged Crake 2 11710 Yunlin e Rare transient
Water Rail 1 11/15  Hsinchu Pt R Rare winter visitor
Pheasant-tailed Jacana 1 11/07  Pintung FAHE Rare resident
Long-billed Plover 1 11/08  Taipei g Vagrant
Temminck's Stint 16 11/18  Yunlin B Rare winter visitor
Little Curlew 1 11/18  Penghu Fhas Rare transient
Ruff 12 11/03  Tainan {1 5 ke Rare transient
Spotted Redshank 26 11/15  Ilan FEss Rare winter visitor
Long-billed Dowitcher 1 11/03  Tainan {H Rare transient
Grey Phalarope 1 11/24  Taoyuan A Vagrant
Ft=% E—# | 9



Saunders' Gull 44 11/29  Chiayi Globally threatened

Savanna Nightjar 1 11/25  Pintung Rare resident

Grey-faced Woodpecker 2 11/21  Nantou Rare resident

Dark-grey Cuckooshrike 2 11/12  Pintung quf - f Vagrant

Large CuckooShrike 2 11/29  Pintung N Rare resident

Ashy Minivet 6 11/06  Taipei b jE Rare transient

Ashy Drongo 1 11/07  Pintung Wt Vagrant

Formosan Magpie 21 11/08  Nantou SR Endemic species; random sample
Yellow Tit 4 11/21  Nantou WA Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Barwing 22 11/21  Nantou A Endemic species; random sample
White-throated Laughingthrush 2 11/15  Taipei Gl Rare resident

White-whiskered Laughingthrush 12 11/28  Taichung  E45; Endemic species; random sample
White-eared Sibia 34 11/04  Nantou g Endemic species; random sample
Steere's Liocichla 35 11/12  Nantou nfd{E 5% Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yuhina 82 11/03  Nantou ,LJ f;ﬁ Endemic species; random sample
Styan's Bulbul 97 11/16  Pintung Endemic species; random sample
Japanese Robin 2 11714 llan Rare winter visitor .
Formosan Whistling Thrush 3 11/12  Taoyuan &ﬁ ,fRIJ} Endemic species; random sample
Collared Bush-robin 8 11/21  Nantou AR Endemic species; random sample
Siberian Thrush 3 11/20  Taoyuan e Vagrant

Black-browed Reed-Warbler 1 11/04  Taipei TTHASE Vagrant

Asian Stubtail 3 11/04  Taipei TLHH%E Rare winter visitor
Middendorff's Grasshopper-Warbler (3 11/07  Taipei FZ=8 Rare transient

Pale-legged Leaf-Warbler 1 11/28  Hsinchu gt R Rare transient

Flamecrest 13 11/21  Nantou 3 Endemic species; random sample
Mugimaki Flycatcher 1 11726 Taipei Rare transient

Narcissus Flycatcher 2 11/10  Ilan Rare transient

Red-breasted Flycatcher 1 11/22  Taipei Rare winter visitor

Pechora Pipit 2 11/08  Taoyuan Lr[ni[__?“i Rare transient

Water Pipit 25 11/16  Taipei A Rare winter visitor

Forest Wagtail 2 11/29  Taitung TR Vagrant

Bull-headed Shrike 1 11/01  Hsinchu T B Rare transient

Common Starling 9 11/21  Hsinchu nui L\ Rare winter visitor

Little Bunting I 11/28  Taipei Rare winter visitor

Rustic Bunting 1 11/16  Taipei Rare transient

Reed Bunting 1 11/14  Taipei Vagrant

Black-headed Bunting 1 11/01  Taipei Vagrant
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation, December 1998

By Associate Secretary-General :  Wei Meili; Translated by Dan Chamberlin

[1999 International Important Bird Area (IBA) Conference]

1.

The 1999 International IBA Conference has been moved up a few days to 15-16 March, and will be divided into 2
sections: 9 Internaltional Conferrence on Important Bi reas: methods. results and lications. BirdLife
International (BLI) representatives from all continents have been invited, including Asia, the Americas, Europe,
Africa -- a total of 13 foreigners. Countries represented in Asia include Malaysia, the Philippines, Japan, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, and Indonesia. On 15-19 March, the Focus on protection areas-Managemen erves an

rotected Areas for | tection aj irdLife P. ' Development will take place with 17 individuals from
Belgium, Belize, Burkina Faso, the Czech Republic, Ethiopia, Ghana, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Malaysia,
Paraguay, Thailand, and England.
Discussions will focus on problems, after delineation of IBAs, of deciding on nature reserve areas, such as
integrating results of IBAs into the nature reserve’s administration and management. This will be BLI's 2" level
reserve management conference.
Draft details of the process for all activities of 14-22 March are being prepared by WBS Changhua.
On 26 Sept. to 2 Oct. 1998, CWBF president Kuo represented Taiwan at the BLI's Nature Reserve Management
and Administration Conference held in Jordan. This first conference had 18 people with experience in reserve
management. The second session will be in March "98 at the same time as Taiwan’s IBA conference.
On 17 Oct 1998 in Nantou County’s Chichi Township at the Taiwan Endemic Species Research Institute (TESRI),
the 3rd IBA preparatory meeting was held, at which each member society reported on their current progress with
the IBA projects.
“In 22-28 Oct, "98, president Kuo, and asst. president Liao and Fang participated in the 4th annual meeting of the
BLIin Japan, and at the meeting invited the esteemed guests to the 1999 international conference here.
There was an exhibition area at the BLI meeting. The Secretariat presented CWBF’s and each member society’s
important work, such as posters, pamphlets, bird books, pins, calendars, and research reports, to show that the
people of Taiwan have expended much effort to support birds.
On 14 Nov. at Kaohsiung’s Chengching Lake, the 4" IBA preparatory meeting was held. Each member society
reported on their planning situation, preparations, and progress. On that day coincidentally, was the 5th year, no. 7
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11.

board meeting of CWBF. At the meeting a common consensus was reached regarding the direction international
development regarding Taiwan’s birds.

On 27-28 Feb. 1999, we plan to convene the 5" IBA preparatory meeting in the Hsinchu area to have final
discussions before the international conference.

Worldwide threatened bird species: About 3/4 of the 816 threatened bird species in the world are found in Endemic
Bird Areas (EBA). Taiwan has been designated EBA 149 of area 221 of the world.

Confronting responses to Taiwan’s economic miracle: Soil and rock flows from Typhoon Herb; flooding in Hsichih
Township following Typhoon Babs.

Long-term soil management problems become media focus.

The Haidu Electric Plant in the Kaomei Wetlands: As to the efforts of the head of the Environmental Protection
Administration (EPA), some of the members of the environmental impact assessment (EIA) team were influenced
illicitly, and the plan was passed late in the evening on 4 Nov. This caused people to feel discouraged, since at the
5 Aug. meeting, the vote was 7:5 against development. It was a great disappointment that the EIA was focused to
pass against the vote at the 5 Aug.

Sixteen years after the construction of the Hsinchu fishing port, the use of the large sandy beach behind the Hsinchu
City’s Kangnan Youth Activity Center, and the long-term future use Hsinchu’s seawater bathing area are in
jeopardy. This is because the effectiveness of the Hsinchu fishing port’s jetty has completely disappeared, and the
situation of the coastal area has changed from a deposition to an erosion environment.  All planted windbreaks
have disappeared, and the country’s soil is washing away.

At the heart of the bird club’s deep determination is the use of scientific data to try and save the remaining good

environmental areas for our descendants. Let all member societies, IBA members, and those birders with energy
work together to make an IBA plan to save Taiwan. Will you join us in this effort?
BLI actively advances each country’s IBA plans as the basis for habitat conservation with the target of achieving
bird conservation. The CWBF will hold 2 international conferences, to build up the IBA concepts locally, and to
advance and complete Taiwan’s IBA project, progressing together with world trends.

[ Fourth NTT World Bird Census]

12

This year's World Bird Census on 1-31 Oct. coincided with all areas” activities for the 1998 fall migration season
with about 24,000 people joining in birdwatching activities. Including Taiwan, Penghu, Chinmen, and Matsu, we
received a total of 387 records for 313 species (compared to 108 species last year). All the data has been received
and arranged by asst. chairperson Fang Weihorng, who added the scientific names and forwarded them to Japan.
This helps BirdLife Asia raise donations for conservation work. For each bird species recorded, this year each
organization has pledged 100 Japanese yen. NTT has pledged next time a maximum of 5 million yen (about
NTS$10 million) to be used for Asian IBA projects. We thank all birders who supported this project with your
records.

[1999 Asian Wetlands Bureau (AWB) Waterfowl Census]

13:

The 1999 AWB Waterfowl Census is on 9-24 Jan. 1999, and is to be conducted in conjunction with projects in
Africa, Europe, and Central America. Because this is outside the breeding season, wetland birds tend to
congregate in flocks, allowing easier inspection, and estimates of numbers, for collecting data to advance wetland
and waterbird conservation. For details see p.27 of the Dec. issue of Fei-yu.

On 29-31 Jan. 1999, Asia-wide coordinated investigations of the Black-faced Spoonbill (BFS) will take place. As
we did last year, the CWBF will send a group to Vietnam's Red River Estuary to participate. This fall, 2 BFS
were recorded on 22 Sept. at the Tsengwen Estuary in southwestern Taiwan according to WBS Tainan's Cheng
Hsingchin, and a new record of 339 birds has been reported there so far this year.

[We Love the Scops Owl]

15.

16.

On 6 Nov. 98, at the International Jane Goddall Education and Conservation Organization of ROC meeting at
National Normal Univ. campus, Taiwan’s protected animal research results were discussed. A total of NT$I1
million was donated for continued work on the Lanyu Scops Owl by Dr. Lucia Severinghaus of the Zoology
Institute, Academia Sinica.

The Council of Agriculture (COA) acted as a go-between on this project to get the Heysong Co. to sponsor an
activity with owl dolls, bringing widespread media attention, at an initial cost of NT$1,106,512.

[Ilan’s De-an Heliport]

17.

At the 2 Nov. De-an Airline’s “Ilan Area Heliport Development Plan Environmental Report™ task force 2™ primary
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review, the environment impact statement gave 2 reasons for this development:
e Providing emergency rescue for medical transport.

e  Provididng rapid outbound travel connections.

18. From the perspective of medical emergencies, if a true need for this type of rescue exists, then it should be the
responsibility of the county government to advance medical structural planning, to safeguard the lives and safety of
its citizens.

19. The review revealed that the proposed flight path is to run along provincial highway 9 at an altitude of 3000 m, to
an area near the Lanyang Bridge at the Ilan Coastal Preserve on the south side of the levee of the nature reserve area,
when it drops suddenly from 3000 to 0 m.

e At the meeting, the development agency was asked whether there were any measures to mitigatethe impacts of
flights on area waterfowl.

o The development agency was asked to include in the report explanations and measures related to impacts of the
3000-m flight path and movement on the area’s waterfowl,

20. This part of the plan was rapidly put together by the Liansheng Environmental Engineering Consulting Co. On
page 6-1 as to the plan’s location it states, “the proposed heliport investigations show no protected species of wild
animals or rare or endangered plants or animals.” On page 6-57, section 6.7.2 on birds outlines the purposes by
stating, “The Lanyang plain is an important and active habitat area for winter migrants on the east coast of Taiwan;
especially on the plains and in the coastal estuary, the waterbird resources are abundant. The large majority of —
waterbirds recorded from Taiwan can be seen in this area.”  And on page 6-57 to 6-58, it states, “Hwamei, Crested
Serpent Eagle, Osprey, Kestrel, Painted Snipe, Brown Noddy, Little Tern, Emerald Dove, Black Stork, Chinese
Egret, Black-faced Spoonbill, Oriental Ibis, Mandarin Duck, Crested Goshawk, Sparrow Hawk, these protected
species”, and “other species of snakes are relatively rare. Just as in the winter of 1994 at the Lanyang River
estuary, one individual of Pytas mucosas, and one crushed Trimeresurus mucrosquamatus were found.” So it is
clear, that the report was prepared in a perfunctory manner.

[1999 Calendars selling well!]
21. Those who haven’t gotten your colorful 1999 Taiwan Wild Bird Calendar should quickly act before they are all
gone.

22. One calendar is NT$200 with a 20% discount for members, and discounts can be arranged for bulk orders.
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