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Focus

In January, 1999, some 302 species of birds were recorded in Tainan
Hsinchu, Penghu, Taitung, Yunlin, Changhwa, Taoyuan, Keelung, Hw.

or imcresting sightings.
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Woei-horng Fang
, llan, Pintung, Chiayi, Taipei, Taichung, Kaohsiung, Nantou,
alien areas of Taiwan. The following list are some important

Birdname Number Date Site Observers Note

Japanese Cormorant 2 01/23 Ilan TS Vagrant

Great Bittern ) 01/20 Tainan Gk Rare winter visitor
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Striated Heron
Eurasian Spoonbill
Mandarin Duck
Greater Scaup

Tundra Swan
Scaly-sided Merganser
Northern Goshawk
Greater Spotted Eagle
Rwough-legged Hawk
Eastern Marsh-Harrier
Northern Harrier

Pied Harrier

Mountain Hawk-Eagle
Formosan Partridge
Swinhoe's Pheasant
Common Pheasant
Mikado Pheasant
Pheasant-tailed Jacana
Long-billed Plover
Grey-headed Lapwing
Temminck's Stint
Swinhoe's Snipe

Little Curlew

Ruff

Long-billed Dowitcher
Grey Phalarope

Mew Gull

Saunders' Gull
Slaty-backed Gull
Savanna Nightjar
Eurasian Wryneck
Grey-faced Woodpecker
Ashy Drongo

Daurian Jackdaw
Formosan Magpie
Azure-winged Magpie
Yellow Tit

Formosan Barwing
White-throated Laughingthrush
White-whiskered Laughingthrush
White-eared Sibia
Steere's Liocichla
Formosan Yuhina
Styan's Bulbul
Formosan Whistling Thrush
Collared Bush-robin
Asian Stubtail

Dusky Warbler
Flamecrest
Bull-headed Shrike
Common Starling
Rustic Bunting

2

T e S R T S
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IO OO = b=
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Lh =~ 1 RN = N b e = LS — ] e B e
OGO =h O

oc
(=]

100
12

20

o -
o

._:._

01/17
01/20
01/16
01/10
01720
01/19
01/16
01/01
01/31
01/30
01726
01717
01/02
01/07
01/07
01/03
01/10
01712
01/24
01728
01/17
01/23
01/10
01/20
01/24
01/13
01/10
01721
01/21

01/24 _

01/27
01/02
01/02
01/03
01/03
01724
01/01
01/02
01/09
01/03
01/03
01723
01/07
01723
01/07
01/02
01727
01/30
01/01
01723
01/31
01713

Taipei
Tainan
Ilan l:%if(ejj
flan w8
Hsinchu gt
Pintung  #Z745

Taipei ot
Hwalien 2275
Kaohsiung #af
Chiayi {5
Chiayi LR
Ian BRI
Pintung gt
Taipei FFRAtE
Taipei it
Hwalien  Z|Ef#
Chiayi shfk T
Tainan %;]ffj.’l’“
Taipei & Bk
Changhwa Z=§fi#3
Ilan

Ilan
Penghu
Tainan
Tainan
Taichung
Changhwa
Chiayi

2%, g

Chiayi S8

Taipei JE Bk
Changhwa 2 18

Nantou St
Pintung gt
Ilan e
Taipei Pt
Taipei iR

Hwalien 3%

Nantou e itE

Kaohsiung i
Nantou Pt
Kaohsiung #{in]

Taichung Y2iEHH
Taipei  3psi
Taitung s
Taipei At
Nantou  Frsigte
Taipei FigEs 2
Taipei i

Nantou Pl
Hsinchu iy
Hsinchu 3T

Taipei EFEH

Rare resident

Rare winter visitor

Rare resident

Rare winter visitor

Vagrant

Vagrant

Vagrant

Rare transient

Rare winter visitor

Rare winter visitor

Rare winter visitor

Vagrant

Rare resident

Endemic species; random sample
Endemic species; random sample
Rare resident

Endemic species: random sample
Rare resident

Vagrant

Rare transient

Rare winter visitor

Rare winter visitor

Rare transient

Rare transient

Rare transient

Vagrant

Rare winter visitor

Rare winter visitor

Rare resident

Rare transient

Rare resident

Vagrant

Vagrant

Endemic species; random sample
Vagrant

Endemic species; random sample
Endemic species; random sample
Rare resident

Endemic species; random sample
Endemic species; random sample
Endemic species; random sample
Endemic species; random sample
Endemic species; random sample
Endemic species; random sample
Endemic species: random sample
Rare winter visitor

Vagrant

Endemic species; random sample
Rare transient

Rare winter visitor

Rare transient

™
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation, February 1999

[ 1999 International Important Bird Area (IBA) Conference ]

We have begun registering for the *1999 International IBA Conference: Methods, Results, and Applications™, and in

addition to the participants, there are 80 seats available for interested parties. The meeting agenda is in this issue of

Fei-yu, and those who have not signed up can use that page to register with the WBS Changhua, but you should do so

quickly to ensure your participation.

After contacting with our foreign guests many times and we have settled the conference details of 3/15 and 3/16.

There are a few foreigners and organizations currently considering their participation, so there may still be some

changes of the reporters in this two days agenda.

As to the results of the IBA conference, the Taiwan report will be given in Chinese with translation into English.

The Taiwan IBA report will consist of the following:

e The process to date, current situation, and future prospects for Taiwan IBAs presented by CWBF’s president Kuo
Chen-yu.

e Northern area IBAs reported by WBS Taoyuan’s Ouyang Jianhua.

e Central area IBAs reported by WBS Changhua’s Chen Dechich.

e Southern area IBAs reported by WBS Tainan’s Guo Donghui.

e Eastern area IBAs reported by WBS Taidong’s Yang Zongwei.

e Adjacent island IBAs reported by WBS Penghu’s Cheng Chianshun.,

4. At the conference there will be a display board with information introducing Taiwan’s IBAs, member societies of the

CWBE, BirdLife International (BLI), and other foreign organizations. We thank WBS Kaohsiung for shouldering
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the responsibility for its design and execution.

5. In 1999: Starting in the January issue of Fei-yu, the conservation division began to introduce the foreign experts and
organizations which will be at the conference, and this is continued in the current issue.

6. On 5 Jan., we attended coordination activities for the IBA International Conference presided over by the deputy
director of the Forestry Department Mr. Li.

a. President Kuo Chen-yu introduced BLI, with the hope that the 1999 IBA International Conference will raise our
national reputation as conservation diplomacy.

b. Vice president Liao explained the planning and conception of the conference.
c. Since the participants reached a common consensus as to the goals, the meeting went smoothly.

7. On the evening of 17 Jan., a meeting for [BA investigations was convened. A group of birders came to the
basement offices of the CWBF where they received the Red Data Book's data analysis, and the IBA analysis
prepared on time by Little Bear; in addition each had their own excluded favorite site along with their reasons.
Using strict international scientific criteria for each society’s sponsored IBA candidate site, each site was analyzed in
its turn.

8. We sincerely appreciate the helpful computer drawings of the locations of Taiwan’s IBAs and all the text prepared by
Little Bear, allowing those at the meeting (Kuo Chengyu, Fang Weihorng, Ong Yitsong, Kuo Naiwen, Luo Hongren,
Liao Rijing, Huang Minghsuan, Hsich Chia Chun, Kuie Meili, and others) to fervently discuss concrete measures,
and decide on the following 55 IBA sites.

* Taipei: Guandu, Taipei City Wildfowl Preserve, Yieliu, Tianliaoyang, Hapen-Fushan.

e Taoyuan: Shihmen Reservoir, Lala Mt. (incl. Lala Mt. and other peaks of the northern Hsuehshan range)
Taipingding, Hsuhsuehgang.

» Hsinchu: Hsuehpa National Park, Hsinchu City Coastal Area.

= Miaoli: Nature Gardens on the downstream section of the Houlong R.

+ Taichung: Gaomei wetlands, Tahsueh MLt.

* Changhua: Hanbao wetlands, north section of Bagua Mt., Tacheng wetlands, wetlands at the Tatu R. estuary.

= Chiayi: Puzi R. estuary, Budai wetlands, central section of the Bechang R., Aogu wetlands

* Nantou: Ruiyan R. Nature Preserve, Beidongyan Mt., Zichung, Nengdan (data not complete, not possible to
investigate)

* Tainan: Tainan’s Sitsao, Chiku, Beimen, Hulubei, Chingkunshen.

* Kaohsiung: Yushan National Park (combined with Yuli Wild Animal Nature Preserve), Sanping, Chuyun Mt.
Preserve, Yungan.

* Pingdung: Kenting National Park (incl. Longluan Marsh, Sheding Nature Park, Kenting High Coral Conservation
Area), Manchou’s Lide, Donggang’s Tapeng Bay.

= Taidong: Dawu Mt. Nature Preserve (incl. Hsuangkuai Lake area), Taidung’s coastal range Broadleaf Forest
Nature Preserve, Chihpen wetlands, Lanyu (Orchid Is.)

* Hualien: Taroko National Park, Hsiuguluan R. estuary, Hualien R. estuary, Fuyuan Forest Recreational Area.

* Ilan: Lanyang R. estuary, Wuweigang Waterbird Preserve, Lizejian, Chu’an.

» Penghu: Cat Islet. Dongbeifang Is., Beihai Is., Nanhai Is.

* Chinmen: northern shoreline, Chinmen National Park.

9. A group from WBS Changhua translated the pamphlet on hawk-watching at Pa-kua Hill; with great help from He
Yulan and Appleton it was completed.

10. At the 23 Jan. board meeting, the progress. problems, and remaining work for each of the assigned activities will be
discussed.

[ WBS Kaohsiung returns to the CWBF]

11.0n 5 Jan., the WBS Kaohsiung registered to become a group member of the CWBF.

12.Kaohsiung’s join into the CWBF is a very important matter, as we were actively seeking this result. It passed at the
20 Jan. board meeting, and it is reported in this issue of Fei-yu. Kaohsiung is now one of our family members.

[ Avian Flu Investigations ]

13.The 1998 avian flu investigation project has been extended another half year, a successful accomplishment! Although
because of El Nino the wildfow] situation was not so good; for example, water areas were too deep so there was little
chance to snare a few ducks, still we thank all the banding teams who cooperated in this. Regardless of wind and
rain, of long roads, and using up their holidays, they expended efforts to catch ducks, and take samples of their feces.

[ Everyone Count the Black-faced Spoonbill!]
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14. The goals of the BFS Satellite tracking program are as follows:
1) Continue progress on the study and banding of the birds passing through Chiku area, to understand the situation
with the use of wintering grounds, so that this can be used in the future for reference in the planning of management
strategies.
2) To reveal the breeding grounds of the BES, so that those areas can be actively protected, to keep this species from
extinction.

15.Perhaps there are more people watching these days, or perhaps the conservation efforts for this species are paying off.
Nevertheless, the worldwide census shows an increase in the populations (Taiwan/Hong Kong/world): 5-6 Feb. 1996
(253/99/487); 12-19 Dec. 1997 (306/69/509); 17-18 Jan. 1998 (321/88/613); so are the numbers really increasing?
With the 29-31 Jan. 1999 investigation results a trend is obvious; are you a part of this history?Growth trends in
numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills 1996-1999.

[ Changhua Coastal Recreational Area Development Project ]

16.0n 30 Dec. 1998, the meeting for alternate plans to the Changhua Coastal Recreational Area was held, at which time
the American company, Di-si-tang, focused on whether this provision could pass or not. Even though the company
offered a revised alternate plan, all plans would totally wipe out the existing ecosystems. Kuei Meili headed a
group with Little Bear’s help, and with strong encouragement from the Ecology Conservation Union’s Lin
Shengzong and Dr. Lin Shihjian, they ensured that the development did not pass. Below is what was said by the
CWBF.

17.Related laws: 1) The Changhua Coastal Recreational Area alternate development plan will require excavation of
8,307,000 cu. m of gravel from the seabed of the Wild Animal Preserve at the Tatu River estuary, which is regulated
by item 2.7 of the Wildlife Conservation Act. 2) If the scope of the development plan is examined, then it is clear
that it is covered by the Council of Agriculture’s Taiwan Area Wild Animal Preserves (appendix 1).

18.1) The original alternate plan called for a final land height to exceed 4.2 m which would require 8,658,000 cu. m of
fill dirt.  2) The revised alternate plan’s final land height is slated to exceed 1.6 m which would require 3,309,324 cu.
m of dirt.  3) With regard to water conservation, however, the design height of 1.6 m of the recreational land is not a
safe height. The height of the newly created land should exceed the height of a storm surge to be acceptable (3.3 +
1 or 1.5 m), in order to safeguard human life. 4) From points 1-3 above, land creation of the original alternate plan
would be in violation of the Wildlife Conservation Act. On the other hand, there seems no safe and stable way to
excavate and fill in the land for the revised alternate plan.  5) Upon examination of these above points as well as the
excessive costs of construction, it is clear that the financial aspects of the plan show low probability.

.As to the Changhua Coastal Recreational Area development plan: neither the alternate plan nor the revised alternate
plan has pp.1-3 of the combined provisional final report draft. At the time of the rejection of the original
environmental assessment in Sept. 1991, academics, experts and related organizations each suggested that the
alternate plan should consider the following points:

1) Move toward a scheme of nature recreational parks;

2) As to conservation aspects, plant saplings and create green areas;

3) Classify and regulate soils for low-intensity use.

Wetlands and tidal areas are the most productive ecosystems in the world, and 90% of the world’s fisheries occur
within 1/3 of the near-shore coastal areas, with estuaries and tidal zones providing abundant materials. Estuaries
and tidal zones form the basis of the food chain and, as such, support the fundamental needs of human existence.
Wetlands and tidal zones attract colorful flying birds, always producing vital and exuberant natural sights, allowing
people to nourish their innermost spirit.

The decision to create new land from the sea by adding fill dirt destroys the ability of future generations to
sustainably use these natural resources. We suggest that neither the original alternate plan nor the revised one of Di-
si-tang should be passed. We ask the Taiwan Provincial government to help make city residences and city
development areas peacefully coexist with nature, to promote methods of natural greening management for this piece
of land, to raise the quality of people’s lives, and to help promote the idea of “urban areas creating ecosystems”.

20.We ask that Di-si-tang complete the presentation using slides of the summary report given on 30 Dec., and support

their investigations. Afterwards, there should be related meetings, to support completing the information of the plans.

1

o

2

.Results:

1) Is the corrected height for fill dirt at 1.6 m sufficient or not? Di-si-tang should consult with the Water
Conservation Board and the Construction Bureau to research this situation.  Only then should a decision be made.

2) The standard entrance ticket price and price list for rooms between the original alternate plan and the revised
alternate plan are not the same. Will this create a problem? It should be looked at again.

3) According to the suggestions of the CWBF, the Changhua chapter of the Environmental Federation, and the
Ecology Federation, should this area be zoned for a lower level of use? This question should be addressed again.

4) Will the levee height of the revised alternate plan be 20 m?  This should be checked again.

5) We ask that Di-si-tang pay attention to the scope contents, and either investigate again or fill in the missing



information regarding the suggestions of the meeting participants.

[ Black Kite Dance Troupe—Training for speakers introducing birdwatching J
22.A difficult job was just completed. The CWBF Secretariat commissioned the WBS Keelung to make introductory
birdwatching training material and it is now ready. Two copies have been sent to all member societies. On 16 Jan.
at the Hsingya District Citizen’s Activity Center, the training of new members commenced. WBS Keelung made an
all out effort this time, creating several exhibits for these results, sufficient evidence that WBS Keelung’s friends
have much material and many artistic skills, We thank the Black Kite dance troupe, and leader Kao Chungyan,
costume designer Wu Chinghsiang, witty discourse of Chen Rongchang, the one who didn’t care about time Chiou
Chinghui, the patient teacher Wang Meilan, the one who came sick Lin Wenshu, computer operator Shih Baocheng,
and finally the 3 tanks of gas from Shen Chinfeng. and the funny emotional talk. These all allowed the new
students to gain entrance to the broad concerns of our societies. Excellent!
23.The participants in this training from all member societies were as follows: CWBF-6; Changhua-1. Penghu-1;
Pingtung-4; Nantou-3; Taipei-6; Hualien-6; Ilan-1; Tainan-1; Chiayo-1; Taoyuan-4; Hsinchu-2; Keelung-12; for a
total of 48 people from 13 societies. We hope that this small step for educational development will carry each
member society into their local elementary and junior high schools, and each society can continue outreach by
planting seeds for-ecological conservation.

[ Third Bird Watching Contest ]

24, WBS Taoyuan organized the Third Bird Watching Contest this year which was held on 10 Jan. with 31 teams
participating—recording a total of 241 species!

25.Congratulations go to the Collared Bush Robin team of WBS Chiayi (Tseng Chiouwen, Chang Yumin, Ong
Rongshuan, Wu Meichih, and Wu Lilan) who captured the grand prize with 125 species. The Scimitar Babbler
team of WBS Taipei (Tseng Hsutsai, Chen Hsunchang, Hsu Youming, Yie Shouren) with 121 species. There are 2
teams in 3" place with 120 species each: Changhua’s Gray-faced Buzzard Eagle team A, and Tainan’s Daffodil team.
With the 2 teams from Changhua and Tainan ranking together in 3", competition has become intense, and they
should receive some special prize. What should this prize be named?

26.The other teams should not be discouraged! There is always next year! The awarding of prizes will take place at the
board meeting in late February sponsored by WBS Hsinchu. We thank the following for their generosity:
Kuo Chengyu: NT$10,000
Green Life pet calendar: 200 copies
Green Life Magazine: 20 copies
Pohua Printing Co. butterfly photographs: 5 copies
Ceramic artist Chang Hong Chi’s living ceramics (porcelain plate): 1 piece
Yungguangyi product (fanny pack): 5 pieces; hiking odometer: 5 pieces
Yajili Co. 8 x 20 binoculars: | item
WBS Changhua’s Collared Pygmy Owlet T-shirt: 100 items
WBS Taoyuan travel bag: 20 items
Kuo Donghui accident and medical insurance: NT$1,000,000 and $100,000
Ming Sheng Pao T-shirts: 80 items

[ Taiwan and Asian Red Data Book (RDB)]
27. After over a year’s preparation, all data to be included in Taiwan’s RDB have been collected and compiled. On 17
Jan. the CWBF convened a RDB editorial meeting, inviting all selection members to discuss the future process of the
RDB contents and structure.

28.We thank Kuo Chengyu, Fang Weihorng, Luo Hongren, Shen Chenchung, Huang Guangying, Chang Chinlong, Jiang
Pohren, Li Jianan, Wu Sihui, Huang Mingshuan, and Kuei Meili.  After the discussions, the embryonic form of the
RDB had been formed, the description of each bird still has to be decided on. In addition, the future work still
includes organizing and editing the data. We request slides of species included in Taiwan’s RDB. Please offer
those for our use.  Details are in this issue of Fei-yu.

[ Wild Animal Release Problems ]

29.0n 30 Dec. 1998, the provincial govt.’s Department of Agriculture and Forestry convened the “Conference on
Research on Wild Animal Release Problems™, with attendees including the provincial govt., Council of Agriculture
(COA), several county and city governments, Taiwan Endemic Species Research Institute, the CWBF, and the
Peikang River Fish and Shrimp Conservation Society.

30. The last 3 organizations presented reports at the meeting: a. Beigang River Fish and Shrimp Conservation
Society’s chairperson Liao discussed the release situation; b. TESRI's Lin Ruihsing and Chu Jianbin discussed
“research on the ecological and environmental impacts and prevention methods of exotic species of parrots and
Brazilian turtle”; and c. CWBF’s Li Jianan reported on “investigations on wild exotic birds of Taiwan™.

31.Each county and city representative spoke on such topics as being more concerned about the release of exotic snakes
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endangering the safety of citizens.
32.Final decisions of the meeting: a. The COA will allocate funds for the year 2000 to produce videos, pamphlets, and

posters on introduced species. They will also make announcements to county and city governments, or create short

pieces for television, strengthening society’s education.

a. The COA will ask each county and city govt. to ascertain the effects of introduced species on the ecology and on
crops, to be used in yearly planning, and to increase directives, or conduct interviews with experts.

b. The COA will ask citizen's organizations like temples to take the opportunity to join in conferences so they can
pass on information and explain the problems of release of introduced species.

[ Exotic Wild Bird Investigations ]
33.The Taiwan Area Exotic Wild Bird Investigations are now in progress. Any birder interested in conducting regular
or even occasional investigations, and those interested in exotic species are encouraged to join in these investigations.

[ Last Call for the 1999 Calendars ]
34.A total of 30,000 calendars were sold this year. There are a few still, and we hope that the birders who have not
gotten theirs will not forego the opportunity of decorating their wall with this work of art.
35.We wish to sincerely thank WBS Taipei, Changhua, and Taidong who introduced organizations who bought large
quantities, and of course we thank all societies who helped make this a success.

[ Don’t forget your annual dues!]

36.1t is already 1999. We will send the February issue of Fei-yu to all old members, but will stop the March issue if
dues are not received. Again we remind all of you not to forget your membership dues! This will give us further
opportunities to serve you.

37.We ask that as each society receives the latest correct data on each member, to please send that on to the CWBF so
we can publish a “Membership Registry” and we will have accurate addresses to send out Fei-yu. Non-members will
miss the excellent contents of our journal.

38.In addition we ask that, by the 5" of every month, each member society should transmit the data on any new
members by computer file to the CWBF offices, so we can make accurate counts of members, and printing and
mailing plans for Fei-yu. Old and new members combined for this month will show the membership numbers.

[ Chinese-English Monthly Report on the Internet ]
39.1In the future, we will post the Chinese and English versions of the monthly report on the Internet, so we hope that
everyone will give us your suggestions.
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