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Working Towards a World Free
of Seabird Bycatch

EY Scott Pursner / birector of International Affairs, CWBF

From 12-15 November 2019, the
Chinese Wild Bird Federation hosted
international guests from the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds
(the BirdLife partner in the United
Kingdom) to discuss the BirdLife
International Marine Programme’s
work in Taiwan and plans for the
future.

The CWBF and the BIMP have

since the early 2000s worked
together towards the goal of raising
awareness of seabirds and reducing
seabird bycatch in Taiwan’s longline
fishing fleet. These efforts are just
one piece of the BIMP's larger goal
of protecting albatross and petrel
populations worldwide. Much of

the collaboration has focused on
educational outreach about seabird
bycatch-related issues and improving
the mitigation capabilities of Taiwan'’s
distant water fishing fleet.

During the visit, the BIMP’s
International Marine Project Manager
Stephanie Prince met with various
stakeholders in Taiwan to discuss
past work as well as plans for the
future. This included meetings

with local ngos, government
officials, and the CWBF. Meeting
with CWBF president Dr. Woei-
Horng Fang and secretary general
Adam Lee, Mrs. Prince went over
the accomplishments during the
collaboration period of 2017-2019.

12

This included the successful holding
of a second round of outreach
activities with Taiwanese vessel
captains in Port Louis, Mauritius

in March and April of 2018. Data
collected during this time helped
researchers better understand the
perspectives of Taiwanese vessel
captains and owners about seabird
bycatch as well as how they utilize
seabird bycatch mitigation measures,
namely tori lines, line weighting,

and night setting. The information
gathered was later shared with the
Taiwan Fisheries Association and the
Overseas Fisheries Development
Council of the Republic of China.

It also led to the holding of a very
successful international workshop in
April of 2019 in Kaohsiung, Taiwan.
Bringing together government
officials, international scholars, as
well as representatives from civil
society and academia, its goal was
the development of a better tori line
for Taiwanese longline vessels. Also,
during this period, the CWBF helped
the BIMP to establish contact with
other local ngos working on fisheries
related issues in Taiwan.

The BIMP and CWBEF also discussed
plans for the new project period of
2019-2021. The collaborative efforts
between the two organizations

will again focus on mitigation and
education, but this time remain more
locally based. For instance, one of

the main project goals is developing
a tori line specific to the needs of
Taiwanese small scale vessels (vessels
> 35m in length) and then holding
an at-sea trial. Others are more
educational. This includes working
more with appropriate stakeholders
to see how the BIMP might offer
guidance on how to improve the
current at-sea observer training
curriculum with regards to seabirds
and seabird bycatch. The CWBF will
also work to help make international
research on mitigation measures
and seabird science available to
Taiwanese vessel owners and

captains.

President of the CWBF, Dr. Woei-
horng Fang (second from left), and
CWABEF staff welcome Steph Winnard
(top left) of the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds. Mrs. Winnard
came to discuss further collaboration
on reducing seabird bycatch in
Taiwan's pelagic longline fleet.
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Superb Fairywren
Malurus cyaneus
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A small bird with a long tail that is held
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& Laughing Kookaburra

Dacelo novaeguinese
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Common, very large kingfisher with a dark

eye and brawn cheek patch. In Queensland
take care to identify from Blue-winged
Kookaburra, which has a pale eye and a
pale streaked head. Typical calls include an
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E¥ Niels Peter Andreasen & Konsulent naturovervagning

This travel to Taiwan was a long
time wish to see the island and its
bird life, where my friend and travel
companion, Kaj Halberg, is spending
some months each winter time. The
flight route was from Copenhagen via
Amsterdam to Taoyuan International
Airport, and from here we arranged
the car rent and left for Taipei and
the North coast, and later along the
North-East coast and from there
into the mountains and crossing the
island to go South and later return
along the West coast wetlands and
back to Taichun and a final visit to
the mountain at Dasyueshan before
leaving Taiwan at the end of January.
Special thanks to Stig Jensen for his
report, a great help with lodges and

26 My

bird locations.

Taiwan that was earlier known as
Formosa covers an area of 36.000
km2 the size a little more than
Holland and measures 394 km
from North to South and 144 km
from West to East. 70% of central
Taiwan is occupied by mountains

Kina g EStkli-InaevSiSke
// aipei
covered with woods, but 90% of the

population of 23 mill. people live &

in the western lowland along the
coast with the capital of Taipei to [

the North. The country is officially
a region in the Republic of China,
but most Taiwanese inhabitants look

upon their island as an independent
nation and feel a deep pride for their
landscapes and wildlife.

Sydkinesiske
Hav

Luzon'straedet



Daily life:

s e

Kaj shooting photos Niels drawing and birdwatching

Homestays Dinner

Rooms




Localities:
A. January 9-12

In Taoyuan International Airport
I met with Kaj Halberg on
January 9 and was the driver in
a Ford Fiesta, automatic gear,
in crazy city traffic in Taipei
towards the coast of Laomei to
watch impressive blow holes in
coastal cliffs.

Blow holes Laomei

We succeeded in finding a
motel in Jinshan which seemed
to be a lover’s nest for males
with their mistresses. Because
of low clouds in the mountains
of Yangmingshan we preferred
the coast at Yeliou and the
Geological Park.

g

Yeliou Geological Park

28 My

Lanyan river mouth

Our route followed the North-
East coast on January 10 with
several nice stops, and in

late afternoon helpful young
people found a homestay for
us in the small fishing harbour
Longdong. On January 11 we
started on the Bitou trail, and

..

later in the day we explored the
localities around the mouth of
Lanyan river. Night was spent
in a hotel in Yilan. Our first
goal on January 12 was the
National Park of Taipingshan,
but because of fog we changed
to an area with hot springs

and a fine walk. Our lodge in
Sanxing gave us an opportunity
to go birdwatching along the
rice ponds with a good amount
of species.

B. January 13-16

Driving through 12 km tunnels
on our way on January 13
southwards with a stop

in a huge fishing town at
Nanfangao. And from there
going inland and at noon
arriving in the Taroko National
Park with steep cliff walls and
riverbeds beneath.

We decided to stay for a
couple of days in Tienshiang



Taroko Gorge

to explore good birding areas
in the surroundings. On
January 14 we made a trip to
Buluowan Parking Lot, and

in the afternoon the Baiyang
Waterfalls before returning
to our hotel and some dinner
at 7 eleven. On January 15
we had a fantastic drive up
the mountains with narrow
U-turns and an icy slippery
passage towards the high peak
of Hehuanshan. Weather was
perfect the last days with sun
and clear sky, and our lodge
was near the town of Wushe.
We had a late walk on the
Blue Gate Trail. On January
16 we returned to the peak

of Hehuanshan, and later to
Chunyang Experimental Farm.
Again we made a walk in Blue
Gate Trail before dinner.

C.January 17-20

On January 17 we had a short
drive to the recreation center
at Aowanda, where we to
our surprise got a room to

s

Walking the Tataja trail

Aowanda Visitor Center

a fair price in spite of many
visitors, and the park area
was full of bird watchers and
photographers. We enjoyed
the blooming Taiwan cherries
and the bird parties in the
trees.

We walked some of the trails
along the river and crossed the
river on a very long suspended
bridge. Dinner was served at
the restaurant this evening.
On January 18 we reached the
destination of Sun Moon Lake
and got a hotel in the town,
but with the parking lot quite
a distance from our hotel.

We spent the rest of the day
around the lake. On January




Alishan Giant Tree Trail

19 we left the car at the visitor
center at Yushan and climbed
the Tataja trail with steep
steps.

At the Alishan Recreation
Center a man found a hotel in
the very crowded tourist town,
and we had dinner at a small
nice restaurant and a dish for
me with Taiwan sweet-and-
sour chicken. On January 20
we explored the fascinating
wood in the morning with
giant cypresses 3o meter high
and about 1000 years old.
Driving downhill we had a
stop and many bird species at
Longmei. We chose to follow
a small local road to the bigger
town of Yujing, where a young
girl showed the route to a

Kenting National Park

30 'y

Longlun Lak’e
hotel and called the hostess on
mobile phone. She opened the

hotel just for us and passed the
keys for the whole building.

D. January 21-22

En route towards the South
coast on January 21 with a
stop at Nanhua Ecological Park
and later at Maolin Butterfly
Park. We booked a room

at a motel for two nights in
Hengchun and took a trip to
the nearby Longluan Lake and

the observation building.

On January 22 we went for
Kenting National Park at the
South point and had one of the
rare rainfalls in the morning,
but during our walk sun and
temperatures about 28-30
degrees C were predominant.

Another spectacular walk in
Sheding Nature Trail took us

to dramatic coral cliffs with
narrow passages and dark
caves. At noon again a shower
arrived and we found shelter in
a small harbour and a broken
café. Sunshine returned in

the afternoon, and we had a
nice walk on trails to Eluanbi
Lighthouse. We ended up

at Longluan Lake with new
observations.
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