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Statement on the Removal of
the Chinese Wild Bird Federation from
BirdLife International

Y CWBF Secretariat

It is with great sadness that the
Chinese Wild Bird Federation must
announce its removal from the
BirdLife International partnership.
Though a proud, faithful, and

strong member of the partnership
since 1996, the CWBF was told in
December 2019 that it now posed a
risk to BirdLife International due to its
Chinese name ( HERBEFE2T ).

To rectify this, BirdLife International
had required the CWBF to change its
legally registered name in Chinese.
This was something that the CWBF, as
a loyal partner, was willing to discuss.
In fact, the CWBF had previously
changed its English name three times
at the behest of BirdLife International.
BirdLife's governing body, the Global
Council, also required the CWBF to
sign a document formally committing
to not promote or advocate the
legitimacy of the Republic of China

or the independence of Taiwan from
China. As an apolitical organization
which has never taken a stance on any
such issue, we felt it was inappropriate
to sign such a document and were
unable to comply. We are not political
actors, we are conservationists.

Beyond requiring the CWBF to change
its name and sign the declaration,
BirdLife International also notified

the CWBF that it would no longer
participate in or allow its logo to be
used in relation to any event related
to or totally or partially funded by the
government of Taiwan, its agencies or
"provincial" authorities. Furthermore,
BirdLife International would no longer

participate in or permit its name or
logo to be used in relation to any
event or in relation to any document,
study, report or any other form of
communication where the Republic of
China flag, Taiwan symbols/emblems,
and/or Taiwan governmental symbols/
emblems were utilized or displayed.

It was explained that this was
necessary since it would be "odd"

for BirdLife to distance itself from

the "independence agenda" of the
Republic of China but to also benefit
financially from the government of
that entity. Such a statement is clearly
a political determination and one
which should not be made by a global
conservation organization such as
BirdLife International.

Lastly, it was expressed to the CWBF
that regardless of the name change,
signed document, or acceptance of
these new rules of engagement with
BirdLife International, the CWBF
might still be removed as a risk.

The CWBF did its best to
communicate with BirdLife
International regarding these
demands. The CWBF's democratically
elected executive board and
supervisory council also held meetings
on the matter. It was even to be
discussed at the upcoming CWBF
General Assembly. However, before
the matter could be taken up with

the General Assembly, on September
7, 2020, the BirdLife International
Global Council stated that CWBF had
not addressed the "risks" and voted to
remove it from the partnership.

We at the CWBF are no risk. What we
are is a strong and effective partner
in global conservation with a proven
track-record. This is evidenced by our
leadership in regional conservation
over the years as well as work in
habitat and Black-faced Spoonbill
conservation. Our removal potentially
casts a shadow on the good
conservation work done by so many,
especially here in Asia. It also seems
to be an example of politics getting in
the way of good conservation.

Though a sad moment for bird
conservation, the CWBF will continue
to be a true partner in conserving bird
species and global biodiversity. All

hands are needed to accomplish global
conservation goals and we have never
faltered in trying to do our part. Included
in this is our important work protecting
species such as the Black-faced Spoonbill
and Chinese crested tern, and helping
lead the way in Asia on citizen science
projects such as eBird Taiwan and the
Taiwan New Year Bird Count.

The CWBF would like to thank its
member associations and many
supporters for their steadfast backing
over the years. Our commitment

to achieving regional and global
conservation goals is undiminished
by this needless removal. We look
forward to continuing to work

with partners at home and abroad

to address a real risk, the risk of
extinction faced by countless species
worldwide. Birds don't know borders!
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Statement on Taiwan Wild Bird Federation
Name Change and Clarifications on Removal
from BirdLife International

Y TWBF Secretariat

On September 19, 2020, the Chinese
Wild Bird Federation held its annual
General Assembly at which time the
name of our organization and its
charitable purposes was discussed.
After careful deliberations, the
General Assembly passed a motion
so that henceforth the English
name of FZEREEF S22 E will be
the Taiwan Wild Bird Federation
(formerly the Chinese Wild Bird
Federation). This was done to avoid
international confusion and allow
us to expand ties with other groups
in promoting the important work

of global conservation. The TWBF
staff is currently working to amend
all English language communications
and materials to reflect the change.
We appreciate your patience as this
work is completed.

Furthermore, since the announcement
of our removal from the BirdLife
International partnership last week,
there has been much discussion of the
topic within Taiwan and internationally.
At this time we would like to issue
some clarifications on the matter:

1. The BirdLife International family is
comprised of numerous amazing and
independent organizations doing
their utmost to advance conservation
in their respective countries and
territories. The removal of TWBF
from BirdLife was instigated by
the CEO and then supported by
the Global Council on the basis of
incorrect political determinations. It
is our understanding that individual
BirdLife partners around the world
were neither consulted nor informed

about this decision beforehand.
We ask all our friends overseas

to continue to support your local
BirdLife partner and their important
work in advancing conservation.

2.In a recent communication by
the BirdLife International CEO
to partners, she described the
TWBEF as being unwilling to leave
global politics at the door as part
of our participation in BirdLife
International. Once again, we
would like to reiterate that we
have never taken any political
stances. We are conservationists,
not political actors. In fact, it was
BirdLife who asked us to take a
political stance by insisting we
sign an overtly political declaration
and by describing us as a “risk”,
without ever clearly defining what
that risk was. At all times, we
worked to allay those concerns,
yet our removal was insisted upon
regardless. To bring clarity to the
situation, we have decided to
release our correspondence with
BirdLife on this issue to show how
we consistently worked to find an
effective compromise.

3.Conservation must be based on
science, and even though this sad
event has taken place, the TWBF
fully believes in the scientific
principles and methodologies
underpinning BirdLife
International’s major projects. One
of those key scientific concepts has
been the designation of Important
Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs),
which serve as the basis for

protecting areas important to birds.
We have helped to establish 54
IBAs with applications underway
for two more. These cover 20%

of Taiwan’s area. The TWBF is
committed to continuing this work
as well as moving with global
trends toward the new framework
of Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAS),
areas of international importance
to global biodiversity, promoted
by a number of international
conservation groups and NGOs.

4.Birds do not know borders and
conservation efforts are hurt when
we are unable to work together. For
migratory species, especially in Asia
where 48 threatened species use
the East Asian-Australasian Flyway,
this is critical. Bird conservation
requires global and regional
strategies bringing together
researchers and conservationists
regardless of where they are from.
We understand this, and as a
global partner for conservation,
will continue working with all
organizations and partners who
share our conservation goals.

Finally, the TWBF and its partner
associations would like to express
thanks to the many individuals and
groups who have expressed their
support for us during this time. We
look forward to working alongside you
in advancing global conservation goals
in the months and years to come.

link to webpage with letters:
https:/www.bird.org.tw/news/602
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Review of the
2020 Tern Conservation and
Sustainable Ecology Conference

ENM Scott Pursner / Director of Intermational Affairs

On July 25, 2020, the Lienchang
(Matsu) County government, with the
support of the Ocean Affairs Council,
held the 2020 Tern Conservation
and Sustainable Ecology Conference
in Nangan, Matsu, Taiwan. Organized
by the Wild Bird Society of Taipei,

it brought together government,
academia, civil society, and the
business community to look at

the current conservation status of
seabirds in Taiwan, especially the
Chinese crested tern. It also explored
local and international examples

of sustainable ecotourism and
environmental education.

Located off the coast of China’s
Fujian province, Matsu was not
chosen at random to host the
conference. In fact, it holds special
significance for global seabird
conservation. It was here in 2000
that the Chinese crested tern was
rediscovered after having been
considered extinct for over 70 years.
The species is currently considered
critically endangered by the IUCN
and it is estimated that the global
population numbers only about 100
individuals.

The morning sessions began with
opening remarks from Lienchang
County Magistrate Cheng-vying Liu,

14 R

Ocean Conservation
Administration
Director General
Julia Huang, and
Wild Bird Society

of Taipei President
Robin Chang. This
was followed by a
presentation on the
Chinese crested

tern conservation

work being done %%\ R
in Matsu by PhD

candidate Arthur
Chiang. The morning
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sessions were
rounded out with a
presentation by Dr.
Chung-hang Hung.
Taiwan's foremost
Chinese crested
tern researcher,

he discussed the
status and trends of
seabirds in Taiwan
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and its outlying islands, mainly the
Matsu and Penghu archipelagos.
This includes Greater crested terns,
Roseate terns, Little terns, Bridled
terns, White-napped terns, and
Brown noddys. Dr. Hung also talked
on the potential negative effects
developing offshore wind may have
on these fragile populations.

The afternoon session saw
presentations from a number of
speakers focusing on themes such
as wildlife conservation, sustainable
ecotourism, and ecological
sustainability.

The first presentation was done

by Chinese Wild Bird Federation
Director of International Affairs Scott
Pursner. Mr. Pursner shared the
work done by his organization in the
international arena. He discussed
the CWBF's major collaboration

with the UK's Royal Society for

the Protection of Birds on seabird
bycatch and mitigation as well as his
organization’s use of social media in
order to do international outreach.
Lastly, he talked about how the
CWBF wanted to coordinate more
with National Taiwan University

as well as the central and local
government to promote and apply for

nservatio
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Marine IBA status for areas important
to seabirds, particularly in Matsu and
Penghu.

The next set of presentations looked
at developing sustainable ecotourism
practices. First was a presentation
from seasoned bird guide Richard
Foster. Mr. Foster shared knowledge
accumulated over his 10+ years

of experience as a guide and

offered some thoughts on how to
further develop bird eco-tourism in
Taiwan while remaining ecologically
sustainable. He was especially
interested in the idea of bolstering
the status of Matsu's Dongyin Island,
a place where hundreds of birds
transit during the migration seasons.
After this was a presentation by the
Endemic Species Research Institute’s
Dali Lin. Mr. Lin explained how eBird
can serve as an important tool to
helping birders better understand
what they are looking for, where
they could find their targets and
when to go on a bird tour. Chang
Jung Christian University sophomore
Bright Hubert next shared stories
from his native Tanzania about
working with Jane Goodall's Roots
and Shoots Programme. He spoke
about his experiences in working on
swift conservation as well as working

Scott Pursner JEsBPEE S

WXW%E’JAT”FE&?E@U

help locals develop sustainable
ecotourism practices.

The last presentation came from

Mrs. Jia Ling Qing, project manager
at Aogu Wetland's Dongshi
Ecological Education Hall. She

Natural

shared the history, ecology, and
projects currently underway at the
ecocenters. One of Taiwan’s five
major ecocenters, the DNEEH is well
known for its strong relationship with
the local community. This has led to
a number of interesting educational
and outreach activities such as
ecological surveys for children and a
workshop on how to properly harvest
and shuck oysters.

During the question and answer
session that followed, representatives
from government, academia, and
the NGO sector discussed ways to
move forward on both ecological
conservation and sustainable
ecotourism. Government officials
from Matsu also pledged to do
more to encourage sustainable
practices and improve local support
for conservation of seabirds and
their habitats. It was a positive note
on which to end this important
conference.
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Birds do not know borders.

For centuries they have been the personification of
the human desire for freedom - physical and
spiritual. The birds flight belongs to the
most astonishing phenomena in the nature,
birds can, without any apparent effort, cross
fences, fields, villages, cities, countries, continents
and oceans in one or few days. I'm not acquainted
with all the tiny aspects of culture of every
single nation around the world, but I'm pretty
sure that at least one bird species serves as
a messenger of live, spring, abundance and
general good news in every corner of our planet Earth.

We, people, need birds, need their singing, their colours,
their elusive flash through leaves or their majestic sail
from one horizon to another not only because of their
role in ecosystems, for all the ecosystem services they
provide, but even directly, for our mental health, our
well-being. Despite this, still increasing number of species
is endangered by chemical agriculture, deforestation,
construction works, overfishing, change of the climate
and generally by human expansiveness. We, the
conservationists from around the world, need to quieten
our egos, overcome any barriers, unify our effort and do
our best to maintain all the bird species on the planet
Earth - from Mikado pheasant on Taiwan to the Aquatic
warbler in Europe. And we shall do it where necessary,
regardless of the political borders, directed only by the
scientific knowledge and the best practice approaches.
We have only one planet and we need to act together
before any more species disappear forever.

It is fantastic to know that somewhere 9 000 km

away live people attempting for similar things, that the
network of conservationists is there and we work for
birds together. My best greetings to you, all the fantastic
TWBF people!
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