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Bird Report
B TWBF Staff

The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation
and the Taiwan Endemic Species
Research Institute officially
announce the publication of the
State of Taiwan's Birds 2020.
Government, academia, and civil
society came together to create
this first-of-its-kind report, an
important milestone in Taiwan's
bird conservation work. It is the
first comprehensive assessment of
the conservation status of Taiwan's
birds, integrating data collected
through long-term citizen science
projects and scientific studies. It
also provides in-depth analysis of
overall species population trends,
the status of specific bird groups,
current threats, and conservation

10 33
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strategies and actions.

Birds are important indicators

of the health of habitats and
ecosystems. A total of 674 species
of wild bird occur in Taiwan, 52

of which are threatened. Of that
number, researchers and scientists
have observed decreases in the
populations of 29 species of
breeding birds and 15 species of
migratory waterbirds. These topics
and many others are described
within the report, which is divided
into three sections: specific groups,
including breeding birds, migratory
waterbirds, breeding terns and
migratory raptors; specific bird
species, including the Black-faced

Spoonbill, Chinese Crested Tern,
Black Kite, Pheasant-tailed Jacana,
Fairy Pitta, Northern Lapwing,
Russet Sparrow, Australasian
Grass-Owl, and Mountain Hawk-
Eagle; and major conservation
issues, including climate change,
wetland loss and degradation,
wild bird trade, poisoning, invasive
species, and seabird bycatch.

Important to note is that the State
of Taiwan's Birds 2020 draws not
just from information collected

by researchers and scientists, but
also from data collected by birders
across Taiwan. The contribution

of Taiwan's citizen scientists was



critical to the creation of this
report. As an example, eBird,

an internationally used online
platform for recording bird
observations, has nearly 3,200
dedicated Taiwanese users who
over the years have contributed
more than 473,000 birdwatching
checklists to eBird to date. This
gives Taiwan a rank of 7th globally
on the site. Also, the Taiwan
Biodiversity Network currently

has more than 7.8 million bird
observation records logged. Again
this is due to the thousands of bird
and nature enthusiasts who shared
their observations.

The process of creating the

State of Taiwan's Birds 2020
report began in 2013, with a first
meeting held between various
stakeholders concerned about
biodiversity conservation. A
decision reached by participants
then to create a national report
discussing bird monitoring

and conservation status data
would serve as the basis for this
publication. Creating a national
report was also considered an
important step in aligning with the
United Nations' Convention on
Biological Diversity, which required
that participants create national
reports on their biodiversity status.
Taiwan now joins the ranks of
other countries which have also
produced such reports, including
the United States, Canada, the
United Kingdom, India, South
Africa, Australia, and New Zealand.
It is hoped that the document

can contribute to a better
understanding of biodiversity in
Asia and foster more international

THE STATE

TAIWAN'S BIRDS
2020

26T R 5 UL

"

collaborations in bird and
biodiversity conservation.

The State of Taiwan's Birds 2020
report will be released in both
Chinese and English as summary
reports, and have a full report
available in Chinese. The three
documents will be available online
and free to download to ensure
access for anyone interested in
learning more about Taiwan's

bird species, ecosystems, and
conservation actions. Going
forward, a State of Taiwan's Birds
report will be published biennially.
Future versions will address

species and topics which did

not make it into the first report.
Forthcoming editions will also
provide updates on the status of
groups, species, and issues raised
in the first report.

Learn More

11
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TWBF Talks about
How Birds Connect Our World

EW TWBF Staff

In Taiwan, a number of
government-sponsored
international forums take place
every year focusing on topics
such as the promotion of
democracy, human rights, and
medical assistance. Yet there is
generally little representation

of issues such as biodiversity

and bird conservation. This is a
topic rarely discussed outside

of Taiwan’s Forestry Bureau

or Endemic Species Research
Institute. The Taiwan Wild Bird
Federation (TWBF) was able to
present this perspective and make
the case that bird and biodiversity
conservation are also important
international issues that deserve
representation and support this
fall at a number of internationally-
themed events.

The organization was invited for
the first time by time Ministry

of Foreign Affairs to discuss

its international work and

how it coordinates with other
international groups and partners
in conservation. This took place at
two different events. The first was
the two-day annual NGO Leaders
Forum held in October while the
second was part of a month-

long series of workshops held
throughout Taiwan over the month
of November entitled SDGs for
NGOS-Taiwan Can Help!

The NGO Leaders Forum is an
annual event which this year
was held from October 13-14,
2020 in Taipei. It brings together
representatives of government,
business, and the NGO sector
to better understand the work
of MOFA's Department of NGO
International Affairs This. The
forum also serves as a platform
for NGO leaders to discuss their

N
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achievements, experiences, and
insights and allows participants

to take part in a number of

panel discussions to learn from
one another and gain a better
understanding of Taiwan's NGOs.
Mr. Scott Pursner, TWBF's Director
of International Affairs took part
in a panel discussion on October
13" entitled Creating International
NGO Networks: Connections,
International Participation and
Nurturing Talent. Mr. Pursner
presented for 10 minutes on

the TWBF's international work.
This included its seabird bycatch
collaboration project with the UK’s
Royal Society for the Protection
of Birds and the importance

of regional bird festivals and
conferences for sharing knowledge
and experiences. He mentioned
how through these interactions
and events, people outside Taiwan
are able to learn more about the
country and why it is important
for topics related to conservation.
Later, during the Question and
Answers session, Mr. Pursner was
asked what he would suggest the
government do in order to help
NGOs in this area. In response,

he suggested doing one thing,
birdwatching. He then went on

to explain that, “it sounds simple
but there is such a thing as bird
diplomacy. Birds connect our
world and and birding brings
people together. Certain countries



even have projects where they
collaborate on conservation plans
for a specific species which has
important meaning culturally or
ecologically. This brings people
together in a way most in Taiwan
would not initially consider”

After the talk, many participants
mentioned that they had not
thought of conservation as a
means to do international outreach
before, but that they would now.

The November talks took place
on the 8"and 15" in Taichung
and Kaohsiung respectively. The
focus of SDGs for NGOs: Taiwan
Can Help! was to share the
international work done by the
speaker or speaker’s organization
and discuss how it related to the
UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals. Mr. Pursner discussed how
the TWBF’s work was related to
SDG Goal 14 (Life Under Water)
and Goal 15 (Life on Land). Again
he explained to the participants
how the TWBF worked with many
international partners because of
similar conservation goals or just
because of a mutual appreciation
of birds. One example he provided
involved Palau. Since 2018, the
TWBF has been in contact with

the Palau Conservation Society

to look at ways that they could
improve collaborative efforts in
bird conservation. One tangible
outcome of these talks was that

a representative of PCS was able
to come to Taiwan to take part in
Free Buzzard at Mt. Bagua, one

of Taiwan’s biggest community
conservation events held by TWBF
partner organization the Wild Bird
Society of Changhua. It opened
new doors to both organizations in
terms of deepening ties and better
understanding the conservation
situation in both countries.
Another example Mr. Pursner
provided was about working with
the Bird Conservation Society of
Thailand. The good relationship
between BCST and the TWBF
helped to facilitate a smooth visit
by representatives of Thailand’s
I[UCN team. The group of over 20
came to learn about southwestern
Taiwan's Taijiang National Park
and Aogu Wetland. The goal

of this fact-finding mission was

to better understanding how
governments, NGOS, and local
people came together to do
species conservation while also
encouraging local economies in
Taiwan.

Mr. Pursner also talked about the
organization’s use of social media
to interact with international
groups and share information
about the conservation issues
and stories from Taiwan. “One

of the most important things

is continuous engagement and
creating good content, while

also making sure that people
understand your message,” he said.

After the event, Mr. Pursner was
approached by many participants
who told him they did not realize
that Taiwan was doing so much
in the world of bird conservation
or that there were so many
international connections to be
made there. Many were inspired
to learn more about the group,
with some saying they would look
into the work of their local bird
societies.
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The Unknown Birder

& Ingo

There are millions of us “birders”
in the world, all of whom share a
love of the Avian and, | suspect,
a great affinity for most anything
in the wilds of Nature. Further, |
would venture that we harbour
a yearning to experience an
untrammeled co-existence with
wildlife if possible, especially so
because some individuals have
actually managed to do that. Are
those people so different from the
rest of us “birders”? Most likely
not. More probably, it is a case of
Life's Current settling out a person
here and there for a purpose
specific to the Wild, pertaining to
birds, fish, mammals
or whatever.
The point is
that the
individuals,
initially, are
not usually
aware
of their
chosen path
- they are
simply on it!

A Snowshoe Hare - Lepus americanus,
2 wk. old

Within a half-million-strong

herd of Barren Ground Caribou
there is always one that will NOT
follow that year’s path to the
calving ground, pursuing instead
an impulse that prompts solitary
travel by an as-yet unknown
route to the same location. Did
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India’s “elephant doctor” (Kushal
Konwar Sarma) know at age 7,
riding Laxmi his friend from the
members Elephas, that he would
be spending more of his life with
elephants than with his family?
Yet, that first elephant ride already
placed him on a path distinct from
the rest.

This writer’s case is no different:
an affinity for wild creatures
introduced at an early age, reading
their “language” of signs and
moods as easily as script, exposure
to them almost a constant; seal
pup, Mallard, hedgehog, Thrush,
Chimney Swift, Nighthawk, all just
a part of life, before the age of 10,
that outwardly wasn't even geared
to that - nor looked for! Life’s
Current, however, pulled its naive
flotsam to where his heart first
felt at home for the first time: the
Canadian High Arctic!

A Iceberg V.S Man

At 80° N. Latitude in winter, one
is made aware of an unimaginably
immense power that is in mere
repose, the absolute silence of
that towering totality of energy
held in check, a silence so vast as
to dwarf the one sound within it -
a human heart-beat - even as its
rhythm increases rapidly in face of
a sudden realization that shreds
the delusion of man’s strength,
superiority, or sagacity: whenever
the planet would be moved to
unleash its force, then whatever
is human can and will be undone,
without the slightest hesitation

or consideration - we are mere
specks; worse, foolish specks to
presume that it is we that are in
control.

In spring (at that time), all bird
species, arriving almost together,
were wonderfully raucous and
glorious in their individuation




A Snowy Owl Chicks — Nyctea scandiaca

and enthusiastic eagerness.
Everywhere, nests so close
together and well camouflaged
that walking around was an
exercise in care as well as
astonishment in watching the
precociousness of some species
entering life: huge feet and
beaks, with little down on bodies,
successfully seeking food.

At other times, walking around
would elicit such determined
attacks and scolding that hard hats

A Arctic Tern— Sterna paradisaea

became a requirement!

Meanwhile, reject any form

of sentimentality: pick up a
precocious chick to admire it and,
within 1 min., an opportunistic
hunter-scavenger would swoop
down for the snack lifted out
from camouflage. Regardless, it's
difficult to resist the enjoyment
of connecting with the wild

that knows not man, nor fears
him: a Brown lemming [Lemmus
trimucronatus] swimming across a

25 sg. m. puddle will walk directly
on to an offered, open palm at
ground level, presumably enjoying
the warmth as he dries and
preens, while the hand is lifting,
and thinking: this must be the
good life, right? (At that point he
is probably unaware of his status:
the Arctic’s favourite, carbon-free
fuel!)

But the “birder” was brought
here for a reason. The crux of
purpose: bonding with an Arctic
Wolf from the local pack. Initiated
by a man’s poor imitation of a how!
that was quickly answered from the
hills, the sequence was followed
next day by the wolf walking a
kilometer straight towards the
two-legged target, the two then
sitting on a frozen fiord, eyeball to
eyeball 70 cm. apart, unblinking
at -40, neither apprehensive,
accepting completely, here to
answer the call.

The basis of the illumination
engendered simultaneously
in both, via the experiential
awareness that suddenly arced
through them, is that we are ALL
EQUALLY subject to the vagaries
and vicissitudes of a life-force
far beyond our control; the only
path open to ALL is to respect
one another including specific
needs, to recognize and appreciate
the universal interdependence
of life to which we all contribute
from differing vantage points.
Harshness, abrupt change, and
tragedy none can ever escape,
but we can help to sustain one
another to the extent possible.
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A Arctic Wolf — Canis lupus arctos

The process of elucidation
completed, man and wolf rise and
walk along the fjord side by side,
close and touching, content in a
knowing trust, bonded in Life.

The significance? Primal coequality
enables active projection

of fundamental Love and
Compassion towards an individual
manifestation of Life, something
that each member of the wild does
experience, does respond to in
varying degrees, despite our vastly
different cultures. Whether Birder
or Conservationist, this provides
both a critical and humbling
perspective.

In a country as vast as Canada, the
choice of environments is broad.
Yours truly was led to interact

in a quiet and removed Rocky
Mountain setting, largely wild.

Mature Grizzly (Ursus arctos) will
amble through the backyard on
their way to a huge Ponderosa
Pine to make their mark, the
highest conferring a singular status
on the owner. Marten and wolf,
badger and bobcat (Lynx rufus),

all fill their niche. And all know of
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the two-legged that provides help
when required, including the birds
that call this region home.

A flash of movement might be
an avian cruise missile at ground
level whizzing by the knee -

the hunting Northern Goshawk
(Accipiter gentilis) tail-rudder
angling rapidly to negotiate
flight paths through conifers. It
is the Winter Flock, though, that
evinces its appreciation regularly,
calling out greetings even in the
summer 800 m from the feeding
locations where they find winter
nourishment. It is noteworthy
that winter-food consumption
has increased noticeably over

the last few seasons, despite
the bird numbers of the Winter
Flock remaining fairly constant
- consequence of reduction in
native food sources?

Woodpeckers will come to work
alongside this birder in the
forest, chickadees
hold on to
coat-
lapels or

a finger,
and

when
poking
the head
into a
fruit-tree
canopy in the
orchard to pick
fruit - Party
Time! 20 birds
within 30 cm, all calling, greeting,
flitting around, excited about the
visit at “their home”, moving just
enough to let the hand pick an
apple. Birds with a defined social
structure respond socially. Note:
this close an association is made
possible only by a birder's 24/7
presence/interaction.

A Pileated Woodpecker —
Dryocopus pileatus

A Rocky Mountains — southeast British Columbia



A Mule Deer, young buck — Odocoileus hemionus

A deer might arrive and just quietly
follow this writer within 6 m.,
browsing unconcerned, relaxed,
enjoying friendship. And they will
remember you years afterwards!
Even when I'm fairly distant and
have surprised someone, all that is
needed is to let the voice be heard
- instant calm.

Another might help to control
non-native weeds, chewing off
buds before the plant is sprayed
with herbicide, both working side
by side, 4-5 m. apart. A doe might
drop off her twin fawns by the
house, to engage the free baby-
sitting service, ordering the fawns
to lie down until she returns; or,
one might draw very close to share
her sorrow at having lost her fawn
to a cougar (Felis concolor).

Somehow they all know/recognize

the one in their midst that helps,
even when at times nothing can
be done: a flock of Common Red

Polls, carrying disease, arrives from

northern British Columbia and
decimates local populations of

all types; only time can heal that.
There is no remedy, unfortunately,
for species, like Wood Warblers,
that have simply disappeared due
to habitat destruction and/or the
global crash of insect populations
- only the forest’s growing silence
marks their passing. Importantly,
all of what was to come the Arctic
had already signalled thirty years
ago, its ground-nest density
thinning inexorably, some species
no longer represented.

A White Tail Deer fawn, recovered
from broken leg at birth —
Odocoileus virginianus

Unknown birders in all places
should remain aware, continue to
contribute the best that they can,
and their charges will intuitively
come to know we are all in this
together.

Food for thought: https://www.statnews.com/2020/09/24/crows-possess-higher-intelligence-long-

thought-primarily-human/
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Grus canadensis
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