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Taiwan Wild Bird Federation Becomes
Member of International Partnership
for the Satoyama Initiative

Y The Pheasant-tailed Jacana Conservation Park

The Wild Bird Society of Tainan
The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation

Photo B The Pheasant-tailed Jacana Conservation Park

The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation (TWBF) has
successfully applied to become one of the newest
members of the International Partnership for the
Satoyama Initiative (IPSI). Its addition brings the total
number of IPS| partners to 279. It also becomes the
18th successful Taiwan applicant.

The TWBF applied for membership on behalf of
the Pheasant-tailed Jacana Conservation Park (PTJCP)
which is located in Tainan and is managed by TWBF
partner the Wild Bird Society of Tainan. The group
had asked the TWBF Secretariat to help apply on
its behalf as it is Taiwan's largest bird conservation
organization and serves as the umbrella group
for 21 bird and ecologically-minded organizations
throughout Taiwan proper and its outlying islands.

In the past, Pheasant-tailed Jacanas had breeding
populations in many parts of Taiwan. However, by the
1990s, the total population had declined to under
50 individuals, due to pesticide use, poisoning, and
especially habitat loss. Most resided in the Guantian
District of Tainan, Taiwan's top water chestnut
producing region. These paddies serve as critical
habitat for the jacanas, which use them for breeding
and foraging.

The Pheasant-tailed Jacana Conservation
Park was created in 2000 as a small reserve of 15
hectares to serve as a sanctuary for the remaining
jacana population. Staff would do surveys and habitat
management as well as stress the importance of eco-
friendly and traditional-style local farming practices.

8 My

Over time its functions evolved. Now, working
alongside government and the local community, the
park has become a hub for developing a winning
situation for both rural landscapes and biodiversity.

This has been accomplished by working with
farmers to adopt organic or eco-friendly traditional
farming practices to reduce the impact on the land
and biodiversity. They have also helped farmers to
understand government rules and subsidy programs
for biodiversity conservation and aided them in
developing eco-agricultural tourism trips which
highlight the importance of traditional farming
communities and eco-friendly farming. Furthermore,
the park has been actively engaged in creating a
green conservation label program, encouraging
people to buy products grown on eco-friendly
traditional-style farms. The prices of the products
reflect the needs of farmers. The park will also help
promote and sell these goods.

Meanwhile, staff actively engage in doing
scientific study of the jacana population and working
with volunteers to maintain a high level of biodiversity
inside and around the reserve area. The PTJCP has
also developed numerous educational and outreach
materials as well as setting up outreach events
highlighting the importance of rural landscapes and
their close relationship with biodiversity. Conservation
efforts have been successful, with over 1,000
jacanas recorded annually in the area since 2016.



These efforts gave the PTJCP a strong case
for IPSI membership. This partnership is open to
all organizations committed to encouraging and
supporting socio-ecological production landscapes
and seascapes (SEPLS) for the benefit of biodiversity
and human well-being. It was established in 2010
to coordinate activities that would implement the
concepts of the Satoyama Initiative, promoting the
integration of conservation and the sustainable
use of biodiversity in production landscapes. It also
encourages maintaining local agricultural knowledge
to ensure that the global diversity of landscapes and
cultures which they support will not be threatened
in the future. Both the TWBF and PTJCP hope they
can learn from the diverse partnership better ways
to integrate and encompass the objectives of the
Satoyama Initiate in their work and make positive
contributions to the organization.

The TWBF and PTJCP would also like to
recognize and thank the following organizations for
their support over the years: the Forestry Bureau

Pheasant-tailed Jacana / Photo by Wang-Shih Chen

under the Council of Agriculture, the Railway
Bureau under the Ministry of Transportation and
Communications, the Tainan City Government, the
Taiwan High Speed Rail Corporation, the Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Corporation and other
local enterprises.

Issued By :

The Pheasant-tailed Jacana Conservation Park
The Wild Bird Society of Tainan

The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation

For more information, please contact :

Scott Pursner, TWBF Director of International Affairs,
at conservation@bird.org.tw
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Barn Owls Replace Doves as
Middle East Peacemakers

Y Scott Pursner

On August 19, 2021, the International
Ornithologist Union held a special webinar to discuss
a topic quite different from the usual discussions
centered around rigorous scientific study and
taxonomy. Hosted by the current IOU president
Dominique G. Homburger, this time the subject was
peace, and how birds have the power to unite people.
Entitled “The Barn Owl Replaced the Dove of Peace
in the Middle East” speakers shared information and
stories on how the barn owl has been bringing peace
to the Middle East.

The first speaker was Professor Yossi Leshem,
one of Israel's foremost ornithologists, whose career
as a researcher spans five decades. Now a Professor
Emeritus at Tel Aviv University, his work has been
influential in Israel and abroad. It has encompassed a
wide range of topics from tracking migrating storks to
working with the Israel Air Force to reduce aircraft-
bird collisions to developing an online scientific
education curriculum which is currently used by 450
schools. During his talk, Professor Leshem discussed
his work with barn owls. He explained that they are
extremely interesting birds. As an example, he pointed
out how in a nest box with many hungry chicks, the
young will negotiate who is hungrier, getting the
hungriest fed then moving to the next hungry so
that none starve. As hunters of mice and rats, they
also make an excellent form of natural pest control.
Israel's use of Barn Owls for pest control began in
the early 1980s, seeking to follow in the footsteps of
Malaysia, which had been doing so in palm oil fields
beginning in the 1970s. It would also lead to the
Barn Owl Project which began in 2002. This brought
together scientists and later other stakeholders from
Israel, Jordan and Palestine. By focusing the Barn Owl
methodology for controlling rodents, barriers were
broken down and communities built.

10 My

He also discussed his relationship with Taiwan.
He first visited Taiwan in 1999 for an international
ornithological event. At that time, he was welcomed
by then mayor and future Taiwan president Ma
Ying-jeou. Ma would later visit Leshem in Israel that
same year to tour his research facilities. Leshem
would return to Taiwan in 2012 and 2018 to discuss
reducing aircraft-bird collisions and to explain the use
of barn owls for pest control on farms.

> VISIE QT WDPEBE: Wi Iite rn At nElornithalogy. ofg
INTERNATIONAL
ORNITHOLOGISTS
UNIDN KU Winblnar Sarieic S
The Barn Gl Bapdeced L Dwe of Peaun s the ﬁ
idcie faur ¥
Disbe: Thorudey, Augunt 19, 3331
n I Tirme G700 pom 4T
' Lointer s souinte e actinian e PP shein Mcaimes e
kol of Iookogy, Hicalty of by e ,“'_'_'_;'_:‘:I_'_-n Dipartmarnt ol gy i [valation

Tl o ety el bty o Lrne. el

[P Plewse find the webpage for the IDCongressTM here: - §
e ARWICONEress2 02l com 1

Prof. Ma visit to Latrun, Bird Radar Station, July 19", 1999

International Ornithologists' Union Website

Leshems’s talk was followed by another by
Professor Alexandre Roulin of the University of
Lausanne in Switzerland. At first Prof. Roulin discussed
how barn owls are fascinatingly adaptive and resilient
before later talking about how they serve as a symbol
of strategic and diplomatic skill. For him they perform
what he termed scientific diplomacy. This is where



Former 10C Prasident, Prof. Lucia Liu Severinghaus, with Alex and General Mansour

._,r-r_l,. . [
y- l
" i ’ 4 |

International Ornithologists' Union Website

scientists come together and create interactions
where diplomats cannot. They create connections
by focusing on the science and working from there.
This helps the politicians who don’t understand the
science but want to make connections and improve
relations with those stakeholders. He then talked
about how he and Prof. Leshem discussed their work
at the Paris Peace Forum in 2018 and along with
Barn Owl! Project colleague General Mansour Abu
Rashid of Jordan, met the Pope in 2019. The pontiff
was excited to learn more about this project which
brought together people of different countries and
faiths.

The webinar concluded with a brief discussion
of how to transfer this approach to other parts of the
world. Already there are talks underway in Morocco
and the Maghreb. There are also plans to share this
success story at the Dubai Expo in October later this
year. It is hoped that this example of birds bringing
people together can be replicated elsewhere. As Prof.
Leshem said, “Nature knows no boundaries”.

October 16%, 2015: President Ma Ying-jeou of Taiwan hosting Prof. Yossi Leshem and his wife Rivka
~q
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