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Taiwan's Black-Faced Spoonbill
Numbers Climb and Expand
in 2022 Census Results

Y TWBF Secretariat

Results of the 2022 Taiwan
Black-faced Spoonbill Census
revealed a total of 3,824
wintering in Taiwan proper and
its outlying islands, up 692

from the year before and a new
record. With annual census
numbers consistently showing
50% to 60% of the global
population, Taiwan is one of the
most critical habitat areas for the
iconic and globally threatened
species. This year's survey lasted
from January 8-9.

Census Total

The count was done in coordination with

the 2022 International Black-faced Spoonbill
Census. This international event is organized
by the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society and
sees participating groups representing all of
the migratory waterbird’s range take part. With
a total of 6,162 birds recorded, it shattered the
global record set just last year. Supported by
the Taiwan Forestry Bureau, the Taiwan Wild
Bird Federation organized the event in Taiwan,
working with birders, bird societies and other
groups from all over the country to conduct
the census. Taiwan numbers accounted for
62% of the global population this year.

More than 90% of the wintering black-faced
spoonbills counted were along Taiwan's
southwest coast in Tainan City, Chiayi County,
Kaohsiung City and Yunlin County, with Tainan
being by far the most important. The number
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Taiwan Black-faced Spoonbill Census Data by Area

Area

Tainan
Chiayi
Kaohsiung
Yunlin
Pingtung
Kinmen
Yilan
Hsinchu
Hualien
Taitung
Taoyuan
Taipei
Changhua
Penghu
Dongsha
New Taipei
Total

Year

Change from

2017
1810(69.6%)
513(19.7%)
247(9.5%)
1(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
10(0.4%)
18(0.7%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
2(0.1%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
2601

2018
1265(57.6%)
559(25.5%)
257(11.7%)
55(2.5%)
0(0.0%)
20(0.9%)
25(1.1%)
4(0.2%)
1(0.1%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
2(0.1%)
7(0.1%)
2195

2019
1572(65.3%)
488(20.3%)
245(10.2%)
53(2.2%)
0(0.0%)
22(1.0%)
21(0.9%)
1(0.1%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
4(0.2%)
1(0.1%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
2407

2020
1839(66.0%)
550(19.8%)
241(8.7%)
102 (3.66%)
0(0.0%)
24.(0.9%)
24(0.9%)
1(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
2(0.1%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
2(0.1%)
0(0.0%)
2785

2021 2022 2021 to 2022
2114(67.5%)  2158(56.4%) +44
321(10.2%) 962(25.2%) +641
408(13.0%) 369(9.7%) =39
218(7.0%) 227(5.94%) +9
16(1.0%) 36(0.9%) +20
31(1.0%) 29(0.8%) -2
22(1.0%) 27(0.7%) +5
0(0.0%) 5(0.1%) +5
0(0.0%) 4(0.1%) +4
0(0.0%) 3(0.1%) +3
0(0.0%) 2(0.1%) +2
0(0.0%) 1(0.0%) +1
0(0.0%) 1(0.0%) +1
2(0.0%) 0(0.0%) -2
0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) +0
0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) +0
3132 3824 +692

the city’s Chiku District and Annan District’s Sicao
Area. Another 962 (25.2%) were recorded in Chiayi
County, mainly in the Budai and Aogu wetlands. The
number is an increase of 641 from the year before.
Kaohsiung City had 369 (9.7%), mainly located in
the wetlands at Qieding and Yong'an as well as

the Gaoping River. Yunlin County recorded 227
(5.94%), mainly in Kouhu Wetland and the southern
bank of the Zhoushui River. Meanwhile, Pingtung
County, Kinmen Island and Yilan County all had
small but stable populations. In Pingtung, 36 (0.9%)

were recorded, mainly in Dapeng Bay and Tiancuo.
Kinmen had 29 (0.8%), primarily in Cihu Wetland,

the Wujiang River Estuary, and Xi Lake. In Yilan 27
(0.7%) were recorded, mainly in the Xiapu Wetland.

This year’s results indicate that Taiwan's wintering
black-faced spoonbills are not only increasing

in number but appear to be expanding their

distribution range as well. Though numbers recorded
in Tainan, Kaohsiung, and Yunlin remained similar
to that of last year, Chiayi saw its highest recorded




number in the history of the census. There
were 783 spoonbills recorded Chiayi'’s

Budai Wetland, an increase of 564 birds
from last year when it was experiencing
drought-like conditions. Another area which
saw a growing number of spoonbills was
Pingtung County. Though in the past black-
faced spoonbills were not recorded there,
starting in in 2021 that began to change. It
is thought the area may become a long-term
stable wintering ground in the future. Most
surprising though is that this year black-faced
spoonbills were observed in Taipei, Taoyuan,
Hsinchu, Changhua, Hualien, and Taitung,
places where black-faced spoonbills are
rarely found wintering. In total 13 cities and
counties recorded black-faced spoonbills.
This is up from just eight last year and marks
a first in the history of the Taiwan Black-
faced Spoonbill Census. These signs point to
a wintering black-faced spoonbill population
which is spreading its distribution range in
Taiwan. The public is encouraged to take
part in helping to keep an eye out for these
changes and report black-faced spoonbill
sightings to their local bird societies or via
the bird recording platform eBird.
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Webinar Brings Taiwanese and
Czech Bird Research
Communities Closer Together

EY Scott Pursner / The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation

On Thursday March 10, 2022, the Taiwan Wild

Bird Federation, Taiwan Endemic Species Research
Institute, Czech Society for Ornithology and related
individuals met virtually for the first time to discuss
birds, conservation issues, and citizen science in
Czechia and Taiwan. The event was organized by
the TWBF with support from the CSO and TESRI. A
total of 46 people attended.

During the event, which was hosted by TWBF Group photo from the event
Director of International Affairs Scott Pursner,
speakers first introduced their country and avifauna.
This was followed by an introduction to each
country’s citizen science projects for birds. Before
the talks began, TWBF president Dr. Fang Woei-
horng and CSO president Dr. Jifi Flousek provided
some inspirational words to the participants.

Maturalist eBird eBird
" P

L L

The first presentation was made by Scott Pursner.
He shared information about Taiwan and its avifauna
including the current plans for Taiwan’s next national : '
bird report, the State of Taiwan's Birds 2022. He was [ _ BN Girds of
followed by Scott Lin, a research fellow and Division & 8 PR Czechia
Chief of Habitats and Ecosystems for TESRI. Lin & 2 o4
provided an overview of citizen science in Taiwan
before giving a more in-depth introduction to two
of Taiwan's most well-developed citizen science
projects for birds, the Taiwan Breeding Bird Survey

and the Taiwan New Year Bird Count. threats to their habitat, it could also be a result

of climate change, with fewer typhoons reaching

Dr. Alena Klvanov4 introduces the Birds of Czechia

During the Q and A session after, the presenters
were asked various questions, including why forest

birds’ numbers seem to be increasing in Taiwan. The first presentation about Czechia was done by
Lin admitted that though it could be due to fewer Dr. Alena Klvarnova, CSO’s Head of the Department

Taiwan. He added that more research was needed.

12 M5
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Mrs. Alena Jechumtdl Skdlové introduces principles followed by
CSO in doing citizen science projects

Mr. Zden€k Vermousek presents about Common Bird Monitoring in
Czechia

of International Research and Monitoring. She
discussed how Czechia has a very different climate
and geography from that of Taiwan. She also
explained that Czechia has a broad range of habitats
such as deciduous forests, steppes, and wetlands. As
opposed to the 674 species which occur in Taiwan,
Czechia sees 400, with 40% being non-breeding
birds. Klvanova then talked about how there has
been a strong decline in farmland birds, with numbers
being just 60% of what they were in the 1980s.

She did finish on a high note though, sharing about
conservation projects for species like common terns
and little owlets. She also highlighted successful
protection efforts for peregrine falcons, white-tailed
eagles, red kites, and ravens.

Finally, to discuss CSQO's citizen science initiatives,
CSO Citizen Science Specialist Mrs. Alena
Jechumtal Skalova and CSO Director Mr. Zdenék
Vermousek did a joint presentation. Skalova began
by introducing some of the simpler citizen science
projects currently done in Czechia including taking
photographs of raptors at power poles and a
campaign to cover glass bus stops to avoid bird-glass
collisions. She also discussed the Winter Bird Count,

CSO’s most popular citizen science event. Each
year it draws hundreds of thousands of participants
who record the birds they see for an hour during a
pre-selected weekend. Vermousek then presented
about Common Bird Monitoring in Czechia. It is
more complicated, and requires training to learn
the survey methods. The data collected is used to
map population changes, estimate populations,
and connect species with habitats. According to
Vermousek, it is addictive, with people returning
annually to do it.

During the second Q and A session, an interesting
conversation about declines in farmland birds took
place. When asked about the causes of decline

in Czechia, the speakers explained it came from

a combination of factors, namely, agricultural
homogenization and intensification as well as the
use of agrochemicals. Yet in Taiwan, the situation

is a bit different, with recent research showing that
farmland is disappearing as the result of competition
between various economic sectors. This has a large
impact on bird species as many of Taiwan’s wetlands
are agricultural wetlands.

The event ended on a good note, with everyone
agreeing that they should hold future sessions to
dive deeper into the topics discussed that day.

Dr. Fang summed up the sentiment well. He said,
‘It is my hope that the conversations had today

can develop into not just an ongoing dialogue and
partnership regarding bird science and conservation
but a closer friendship between our two countries
as well

M55 13
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Grasshopper Warbler ©

19. EEB1EE (Locustella amnicola) - B2 BH1 75 Helopsaltes amnicola > T8 Z E# % Sakhalin
Grasshopper Warbler ©

20. /N2 & (Locustella certhiola) : B & B 31 7 Helopsaltes certhiola > 35 X 18 & B #7 4 Pallas's
Grasshopper Warbler ©

21. 3E82E  (Locustella ochotensis) - B2 BH2 Helopsaltes ochotensis * X AAZ EH#i#A Middendorff's
Grasshopper Warbler ©

22. PERIEE (Locustella pleskei ) B2 EBH17 Helopsaltes pleskei » HXA8Z BHT7 Pleske's Grasshopper
Warbler ©

23. WM& (Sylvia curruca) . B2 BH % Curruca curruca °

24 EHME  (Sylvia nana) : B2RA B A Curruca nana °

25. FZHEBB (Yuhina torqueola) . B2 EH# Staphida torqueola °

26. K&% (Megapomatorhinus erythrocnemis) . B2Z B34 Erythrogenys erythrocnemis °

27. BMEMEE  (lanthocincla chinensis) . B2 B #5 Pterorhinus chinensis °

28. E@IRfE (Garrulax perspicillatus ) B2 2 B4 Pterorhinus perspicillatus ©

29. 22 AMEMEE (lanthocincla ruficeps) : B2 B 17y Pterorhinus ruficeps °

30. LUEENLES (Cyornis banyumas) - B Cyornis banyumas whitei Te 7+ 778 » 22 8E 14 Cyornis whitei ©

31. ®IB&ESS (Ficedula narcissina) . o\ GHEfAmEEDE

32. BMEME (Saxicola maurus) - B Saxicola maurus stejnegeri e 7+ 77& » B B4 Saxicola stejnegeri »
EEE ER A Amur Stonechat o

33.EB8 (Emberiza schoeniclus) - Soie/ )\ B4 pallidior( ? ) ©

s BHMEHIRBIEER
(=) EEFE

1. 1BRERIS (Treron bicinctus) @ WIRBIER 3K BEoA TERACE) o

2. BE (Milvus migrans) - HIRBMR T8 - A% /B - FXA B A /L) ©

3. BE=RMRE (Ceyxerithaca) - HIRBMR ] B4 T8k o

(2) PfPtE

1. =58 (Streptopelia orientalis) © FIHIRBMER &~ &) Bos 1L~ FE) o

2. 1&WERNS (Treron bicinctus) © TPIHIZBMER M| B ek o

3. ®WEBR (Clamator coromandus) © £FIHIREMH M@ - FZ) BFhE E /B | o

4. 288 (Eudynamys scolopaceus) . FIHIRBMR E B FA B - H/E~&) o
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I HMES (Cuculus optatus) © FFILIRBIED TiE~ N Fos TEH /B~ FE) -
RMEST BRI (Hirundapus cochinchinensis) . &FPIHIREER M) Fogs Mk o

KSR E (Zapornia akool) © &FIHIRBMER M) Toia Tk o

INRSERS (Charadrius dubius) @ EFIHIREMH B A5 /£~ E) Fohn TE-FE /%

TE/BE) e

9. FECERS (Calidris temminckii) @ &FIHIREMER N@ %) Fols £ /B M) o

10. L& (Scolopax rusticola) * &FILIRBMR @ ~ ) Eolim £ /B o

11. 'NBRE (Tringa stagnatilis) . SFIHIRBMER B~ T8 Bia L% /B ] oo

12. 'k 5588 (Larus schistisagus) - =PIHIRBIER T&~ T Bels ML) o

13. Z3KES (Anous stolidus) © =FIHIRBMH B~ BAh A~ o

14. BPBFEES (Onychoprion aleuticus) : HFIHIREIEE M) BoA B MWy o

15. /NRKBS  (Sternula albifrons) © €F9HIEEMHR 'E M /B &) 848 'E-FE /@B &) o

16. &/NE (Ixobrychus sinensis) . =FIHIREBM4HHR TE~ FE /B &) EXa E~FE /£
TE/BTEY

17. Z/NE (Ixobrychus cinnamomeus) . =FIHIREIER TE ~ %) Bl TiB ) o

18. BBE (Egretta eulophotes) : FIHIREME 12~ F& /B - T8 BElA E-FE /L1
/B AE e

19. ¥88 (Plegadis falcinellus) . &FPIHIREE AR M) Boa Tk o

20. B3§ (Tyto longimembris) - EFIHIZBMER 1L~ 1) Boga Tk o

21 BREKLUMUE  (Pericrocotus tegimae) . £FIHIREBMER T8 Bk Tik) o

22, /NS (Pericrocotus cantonensis) - FPIHIREIMER NB %) Eca E~F /@1 o

23. &5 (Oriolus chinensis) © TPIHIRBIER TiB ~ ) BoEA 1L /B ) ©

24. K& (Dicrurus macrocercus): TFIHIREMH 18 ~AE /8B M) Boln TE AE /L F /B

ST

25 TRAAES (Lanius cristams)  SFILIEBIEME 1 72 /18 %) BHA (£ 7 /1B FE) o

26. & (Hirundo rustica) . &FIHIRBMR 'E-E /B - &) BA E-B5/L " H/B- &

21 BEME (Phyiloscopus fuscatus) ° BPILBIE (£« ) BEh (£ %) o

28. BEESRE  (Phylloscopus intermedius) © TPIHIRMIEA 14~ %) B Nk o

29. BIRERINE  (Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus) © =FILIREMR L7 BlA By o

30. BhZ=INMNE  (Phylloscopus examinandus) © &=FIHIBEBIMER 1?2 BohA k) o

31. H3EMEBR (Zosterops japonicus) © &PIHIREIER M| Bogs Mk o

32. BB (Turdus obscurus) * FILIR@EMER £ A& /B FE) BR LR/ B -TEL °

33. 598 (Calliope calliope) : =FILIREMH 1L~ A& BEXA L A5 /i@~ FE) o

34. BHERRS (Motacilla flava) © &FIHIREIEE 17 B|os THE) o

N o U

J o
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35. B#5% (Motacilla alba) * FIHREMH 'E B /£ B Fn B - B/ X & /B &)1 °
36. EAEEE (Anthus rubescens) . =PIHIRBMH B~ %) Blan %/ L) o

37. 88 (Emberiza schoeniclus) - &FIHIRBIEAR M) Boia Tk o

38. HEWS (Emberiza chrysophrys) . &FIHIREBMH M@ %) Bon £ -H /B

39. TE%8 (Pycnonotus jocosus) . &FIBMEH | B FH) o

B« IEREMIREE)
(—) ERMAIESE
1. BIESE Zebra Dove (Geopelia striata) : AT GEFEERRETF > BB EIER > BiE
oMb HREMAEE T5|AE - BEAE) -
2. AMEURFRES Sandwich Tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis) © [RBEEELE S » B —BEER >
&4 sandvicensis ° HIBEBMAZEE Tk o
3. B#EMEE White-browed Laughingthrush (Pterorhinus sannio) . R &R iR EERETE > B
ik "B EIER > DREZAEGES (71 > BRBUAEE [5IAE - BERAEl -
(2) Mig—iEsE
1. Heinroth's Shearwater (Puffinus heinrothi) : Y8R SESE 2 HEBRIBLIERI BT BEME » BRI E%— >
R E TRRZErIsE) o
2. Silver Gull (Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae) : 3 JRASESTEEBEFRMEMBEINAIEN > BMBAIERE
EMfir— > PXRBERAE A TMDRAIEES) o
3. X518 House Crow (Corvus splendens) : BRARBETTEHIRMEMBEIRI RN » WE ERBEEMNW

k— o
4. i House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) * BRIRARAETT 2 HRMEAZENRI O] A4 - BB EXRE
ZEHfER— o

7~ HthE BT R R IR RS
(—) ShaRiEHRRE
AREEGGHRHBINEZEA LB H > BREHUT ¢
L ZIAIERRVINERE » EFIINARERERIAGREETFUL > BENEZET -
2. M —WRRRETFARALHE  AlBHAER -
3HIREZEBIETAES AN AR > B2 EBMM (ship-assisted) REMAEZ BT ER
BE > RAINREE -
4 RERERBRENIEE » BAIRBINRIER > IR BINRAE
5. AR GEZMGMENE » N ERNFBIEESS SERGIRHBIUBISIAERE » AREZRTR o
BEIBIHURZE R 2019 FAZE G EVIE S 2 REF R » AREEGREBRAIEES (Chroicocephalus
novaehollandiae) ~ K548 (Corvus splendens) JeZX Wi (Passer domesticus) FHIERFFEEMIdg— ©
MN\SFRIRFEERFAZINER » BRERE TFRBETIEECHE - IR TN RGZRMN\FBEMEE -
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BB Bk —REIREREE  (RIER - BERBERAEEIER » &£FIALES (Pycnonotus jocosus) /&
MEES T o HEREFRA o

(Z) eBird AR XA REREREZAIITHE - eBird ACEREEAR B AR EEME, » o] HEXS
EILHEFERL » WEBESHEETEZ - BENTZESERENICHE » MichER S
FHEREMB SR

(2) EERIEIMREHSES 50 FLULKRARILE - WBIKNERES TERLHR)  RILRR > =48
e Z FBRARIS » AT RIEEACES 1911 F (B/\NF 2012) » HINFERREHBRELACH

(M) x#ZEEHHEESELRZETNIUZANEERERRZEBFLUREIIES - OFHHEBE
BERESYNSEETVENER - S HAZESEMIANREELCE EAEARSERREHEL
RRERR  MAZETHHZRESETHRMETVEELE -

&% REFTARXBELCH « A RERSESMHIFREEZNER > tHEHSRARKERE
AERAIE RS - BRRUARFERIEREN > ERNUCREENEREHETERET S22
AEHEE > BRMOBGUFEENMEESRZRIREAERE » LAIER2E -

MIGEE ~ TERER ~ RARE - RERE ~ BRI s BARWE

FESER :

o REFE - TIER - RAE  BTSA « MBS AR TR 2288 02019 0 2019 FREREATELGSECHESERE o
ERETEST o 5 =8 o

o ISR TR A  RIEEEE BT  MERE ELZ85 02020 02020 EEEERN c hEREFEES o=l B o

o ZUNI ~ T8 « HEE X ~ B4R  BEERE © 2012 - &S BN (1) « BIR - (THEEEESaMER - 21t

oMo

o NI ~ TERER B  HSCE ~ S ~ BBER 0 2012 0 BHBIER (T) © $HR - (TEGRREZR MBS - &t
EEE

o 2NN~ TERER © BIEE MR © SUGE ~ BEER 2 2012 SRR () « HTHR - (TRIREEBESHB - &b
I8 o

o Clements, J. F,, T. S. Schulenberg, M. J. Iliff, S. M. Billerman, T. A. Fredericks, J. A. Gerbracht, D. Lepage, B. L. Sullivan, and C.
L. Wood. 2021. The eBird/Clements checklist of Birds of the World: v2021. Downloaded from https://www.birds.cornell.
edu/clementschecklist/download/
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NL Pure #EE B AR

BH i 1 B AR P B P

2020 EFRERHT B E 2 NLPure B BARY > MERWET ~ BRAIFT - BkEIE
HAEG st BAIEH —EE2HBVEE! NL Pure 2R 5IBRIHEE 8X42~ 10X42~12X42 =
BRY] > &EEREEA 2020/10/17 « #ELAREEES AESARAR) -

Yy dan

BT e - o i
- SNNCRY W St -eme Y\ SRR AT
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HEBHEASHERST @EiE 71°) NMELERENBELEEE  GEIUERRATZERN
#HEerh o

+9ME; —(EELER NL Pure EHEM RIS BAE—EHBERNME > SR EHER

BIEHBARER - #7189 FRP AIER Rt IR IHEERTFER * LEERFEERE ° BEER
HEBRERE FINEREFEER) o

+ 48 —{EST3E srnsEBNEEN e R EREFT RIS S LR B8R4 SWAROVISION (3
HERE) WEMHEHS ABSENE R BA S ELRRHL I SEAME o
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pet ek H %> Gl 78 hp;
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B REE R A Il 518 0 (RETEE - MAN ° BESSERMFRBRLE o

IEIBEF Fre AUREZR | EESRIERERE WIS o
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ONE WITH
NATURE

B 48uh

B4 © SWAROVSKI OPTIK TAIWAN LUMFRII &2
Facebook f3#45 & © Swarovski Optik In Taiwan LUFRII 22
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o]
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2022 SF5 =

B FH - ﬁ% IlJaﬂ% 2~ iﬁ? SZE K38 ~ ¥wis ~ el ~ BR%E ~ B0

111 1822 B (7%) 2L 08:30 BH—17 20 AfERRILEMZE 8955 PEHRITEEFT » IBFF 09 & 35
MESPIRERE > BAIRFATMPIERZIK o A/ RAEB X EFRMAEEAESPIEYE > SRAT
RRESENER  ZENXEXRG SRS EIDI -

RRABS KRR ' I SRR

FEBREEIEMEES E RES  BENRARAREREERSFEE S0 L RERVETS Rt
&~ RMES ~ IS ~ BIAES » REHRE - 2ESIKE -
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12 ERERNEELEE > FRRERREER A RS -
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1 B 24 BR LR ME/KEBEERSEMENEPINERE » ZEEREENERIGHKSRER -
BFE - FHEHETRE > HE=EMIEE SRR ERNEEMRKA o TFHFALEZIREZAEK
BFCEMERNRRTE > ERABEATTFRBENRE - ZREBLTEZOMEBRREREKS > FiE
REEHIEME S » EEERBRERABRATEGNY - SEEARPIEESE EHHEHTFE -

1 A 25 BRAHKERE —X @ IBBEFRRBEREEFIEDE « X8 ~ 2PIREPT ~ 7VKE >
EITR RIS o BpERIFIERILRM IR 20:05 IBF[EZIGH » ST T B E JIkIT « BRI
TTHERRZ] 106 BS » SR AHFIREEINET] - ERFIE T REFREIE |
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