Vol. 308

‘EE/

-

1B

4
‘ - '
% ="y / : \ il é‘ll’il‘i@ﬁ./ ES Rk

e .




| EI i‘mi% INVEEE |/ o

HEHEE » 22 Zoothera E -
aurea > X 3 White's Thrush °
RFEE ; BERPEEHREE _
EOIRERM > ZIEEHNEE LR
J-fﬁ@]o [m] e

EENREE > SRR - RITHEE
(938 T 0] B iE s G A o B BB REE
R SHRNHEES > BUAE  BREREY
SlEm AT TINREYRBRET o (TEMmIF
PR > BB AR ; BEIMRMS A -
VSRS ENAMETE ) BELEEBIRER
E A BEFZRA o




1 112F1-3 B#ER > 55 1 762,316 T
*ﬁ "X~ ZOH ~ BOH ~ BOF ~ BOF ~ 5O/ ~ HO#  350HE
BROME ~ BEOH ~ 38O
MOZE « ;RO ~ BOHE 2|08
Z20% ~ 205 « BOE
00 EO ~ MOE ~ 206 « BOME ~ TEETT « HOR ~ OB~
BROBE ~ BB ~ SBO% ~ ¥R
MOE ~ ;RO ~ B&OMm
SIOE ~ =208« F20% ~ MOR ~ ;OB ~ BOM
HO=Z BB wuowuo EOE
X ~ ZOH ~ BOH ~ #OH ~ BOE ~ 8O ~ BOx ~ BOH -
BOE ~ BOM -~ BOH ~ 3RO ;
MOZE « ;RO ~ BOHE ~ BO™
Z20% « 0% « 2O ; 304 7T Benevity 481
FOM ~ #HOHE « EOM ~ TEEET  HOK ~ B  BOE
O ~ 3RO
‘ IOHE ~ 0% 203 « 20k  ROE « BOF
Breisley KOEZ -~ BO% -~ 2I0®
e SRR

w3~ FOH ~ BBOHE ~ AO= ~5fO0H ~ BOE ~ mOE 1501

BROME « BOR ~ 5RO
EiEA #OF ~ 3RO® ~ BOHE
I 0% ~ #0%
EEA £O ~ #O# ~ ZFEETT ~ 3OS « B « BOE

i WOE ~ RO

EEE SIOE « 208« 0% « 2O » 208 « BOE  ROE -
BEOMR

RO




HHE - EAECHNER / BRERR 1B e 1
HECHIES/IMEZZ oot 2
FFRBER ..ot 3
S
MERHE | 2 BEEREEECRRERR !

| TERR B R MBI MaSmER ... 6

Nearly 20,000 Migratory Birds Counted in Tainan's Chiku and
Jiangjun Salt Pans! /
Issued by the Chiku and Jiangjun Salt Pan Wetlands Restoration Alliance .... 8

DIMET L FESETMIERRBEER/
TERRXZEERRLEMARFETO - HEZAPEREFS2EHAHMER...... 10
Taiwan Becomes Second Country in Asia to Have National Bird
Indicators for Biodiversity / Issued by the TESRI& TWBF ................ 12

I EENERS 88 SRR aE |
| TERREEAEMEEHE MERER ... 14

Critically Endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper No. 88 Returns to Taiwan /
Issued by the Chiku and Jiangjun Salt Pan Wetlands Restoration Alliance ....16

Czech Society for Ornithology Director Visits Taiwan / Scott Pursner ...18

EffgaHAS

HEHRETS2S /3 AT Es~EABRAFIAK......20
EHETFEBE / REEMERT e 21
BETFSHE /2023 KEUERBAKE .. 22
REEMTE2E /117 BABIE e 23
AEMEREE/ BFRHIERAHE v 24
FRRBETEE2E /5 AMEEITER oo 25
FXRE

IDVEEERE /SBEIR oo 28
Our Trip to Taiwan / #5=SE#ITK Zdenék Vermouzek ................. 29
R R B AR A PR ER / BRE R e 34
EfERE=E | R BEESEM .o, 38

EEEIREINE  BRER] / BBEESIZER e, 40

o BTN I HERE

o BITE  HEVEAREREFS2E
Taiwan Wild Bird Federation

o T4 : BRIEE

o 4R¥E/\AE ¢ BUI4E - Scott Pursner
MIA ~ T53E ~ BBEE

o EHRRET | BEHRIBRAE

o {TERERRS | MRS
o ERERR | ZIRESREM
 SNERERRS | REEIAAE
- SITRAR | REMHIR
FIEFHR
T ERERAUR
o ©EHEERY | SN ES L
- BHES | BHUE - BNE  BRE
ToRER ~ IRk~ 2Z M
- BBEE  BRES
- 2EEREES -
HEZEANRETHSEE
HEZEARLTHREE
HEEAETTREE
HEZENTHHEREE
HRFERERESEE
HEEASETEHE
ERBHFSEE
HEZABCRERSES
EMHETSEG
BETHREE
BERESEY
HEZEAGETHREE
HEZEASETTREE
HEEABEHTEEEMRES
BHmEEREXIEHE
RRHEHFRES
ERGRESEE
HEZEANTEERTEEE
aERHRTREE
HEZEAEFIRETEES
FEHFSEE

* e-mail : mail@bird.org.tw
o HAE 1 10343 BIET AR E A
50 B 357218
o IRTREBEIRSR |
HEEATERETESZEE 12677895
o EEE 1 02-25562012
o fHE : 02-25526833

4|

[=]

o '
ES AU FB #p#&E 8
www.bird.org.tw ~ www.facebook.com/
TWBF 1988



E=E 590 7/#
LEISERE (B8ES (Styan'sBulbul) ) 21E#H
EE - ARARENAAHBETRERNESE
EEWEIENESE > URIES TEEREIEM
MEE | REEELHIE~FES T E2H
FTAE | BRI REUDREEE IR |

sJEE4EUE https://neti.cc/S5RONoV




3 T

 BEESTam tRRETH !

maerER D CIRISSEEINRNEBDIHEE /| 203F18138

gtk REERRMEZEZNMESERM » MO ERNREEEMEN T MERGEEEM

RMEBHSE > BEBMEZBEET 1,605 AERVEH -

ITHEBENEERER—E » E3EnEHE

ITHESSEE) » HeciREI 85 @~ 12 RENRE AP TS EENEINRBRS - BENED

ZEIARIFEE—ERME ~ BOFRF BRI RS |

AHERZERARE — EENFHREFE
(New Year Bird Count Taiwan) | > BiEREBEETiRE
BKE@MAT > o IELER - BEH - feBHRSEE
BEASE BEELAXR1IBTHETRTHERS
PERETSSGSWEMERSRT . [2EMEHSE
FEZATEHEILZTRENARNEES  §SFETEA
BAMHNERR > 263 MBATENE RS BMHENE
BKERERGETRASE » YHEBEYMHARFES P OETT
BERERDN » HFENERIENESNE SIS BIEHE
B> AREE—FTIRBREHER < |
AR . THMBEXNBAEMRIFESHE | 485+
B30 BAETE LM » s52%El 857 ~ 19,708 £ 848 >
FEAERE  BE BRENEEESEES > SFEHT
K ERIfEEIRE HRR SN RERFAERER412E ~
RAHIRTENS 3,534 & ~ RSB 3,132 € ~ /REEH 1,670
ERNEE LI & - BREANHERREZAEFIER
MHRVIE 0 —BIIBR A SRR 2IE L RENEE o |

6 3

¥ g

BEBEHMETTENS AR ERE

AEEEERETHENS a2 RBREM




ﬁﬁ%&%mﬁﬁ#i@%/égﬂwﬁﬁ Mo S e TS | AR R gt

5 %‘» m %2‘; '

“1"' > -
ALEERS / PERZIRME

2N ERRBHISEER  FERTVEE
WS ENFETR  B2BERERSEARERSE
(IUCN) #A& T3 T 5’ Mk v
%%ﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁé%§§%§ﬁﬁﬁoﬁ

HIERINEEEEM45E (i) -~ 4amE

nﬁm2%(ﬁ%)\k%%6&%(%ﬁ)~ﬂ%ﬁ‘”“*
EI0E (FfE) HREBSE (FR) BEE (B
) CERERBIE (fB) -AEMTHREME L
WEBREEERT (BN EREAEBEI DY amnErms hEneRy
%ﬁ%%’iﬁrlmt@mﬁTyﬁﬁﬁﬁ BB AIU—RIGEFF o Ib5h 0 KRR « AL EBR
HERESEEMIETIBRBIEE  KEM/VAE%  BEEE2 AR5 B - BETELERNH -
mEEHﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂEZ%OJ

R EEEMREMESHE) HoERAEERSEE PEREFRSEE - ommHHEE
SERMRERRE - 0 BRERHERDPERBTHREDEEN - ERMIREBELHENSERE

T NEEREENE S —EERREARICERERES ?%Tf%uiiff RIERERARMIRE - MR
HEOEAEMEZSHEET 1,605 AENEAEEN - TREHRAEERKST  MEIRIFHEEAER > K
RUOESHENRLE » WEGEMHTE - BRAFESAEZMAREFNAEIREHE » FEER LY
X4f 0 AIUMEFINFFHRB—EDE ©

ELEE  aZRENERFRERY - PEREHFSRET - aMHHREY RN RERE -
’a‘féiaiﬁﬁ%']’rﬂé s PERERFFERS

My 7



e —

*'*0‘,0‘0‘(’)‘ ‘Mig

Counted in Tainan's Chiku

and Jiangjun Salt Pans!

Issued B the Chiku and Jiangjun Salf Pan Wetlands Restoration Alliance / January 13, 2023

Tainan City's Chiku and Jiangjun salt pan wetlands
are vital stopover and wintering sites for migratory
birds. Due to the critical importance of these areas,
six non-governmental organizations formed the
Chiku and Jiangjun Salt Pan Wetlands Restoration
Alliance and jointly adopted 1,605 ha of salt pans
from Taiwan's National Property Administration in
April 2022. On January 7th, 2023, members of the
alliance gathered in the adopted land to conduct
bird surveys as part of the Taiwan New Year Bird
Count, a citizen science driven event which aims
to monitor the population and trends of Taiwan's
wintering avifauna. Nearly 20,000 individuals from
a total of 85 species were recorded, including
globally threatened species such as the Black-faced
Spoonbill.

During these Taiwan NYBC surveys, the large area
was broken up into smaller sections with different
teams doing different sample sites. These included
the Dingshan salt pans, Qinkunshen Fan-shaped
Salt Fields, and the Qingkunshen salt pans. Allen
Lyu, secretary-general of the Taiwan Wild Bird
Federation, said of the activity: "The Taiwan New
Year Bird Count is a citizen science project used to
monitor wintering bird numbers in Taiwan. It lasts
for four weeks using New Year's Day as a mid-point
and annually over 1,000 bird lovers and nature
enthusiasts from all over Taiwan form teams to do
the count at various sample sites. The data collected
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is integrated and analyzed by the Taiwan Endemic
Species Research Institute. This information is

particularly important with regards to migratory
waterbirds, many of which are experiencing habitat
declines and other threats along their migration
paths. Only by understanding the relationship
between environmental changes and bird numbers
can we propose effective conservation measures.”

Lyu continued: "The results from that day were really
quite impressive! A total of 30 people participated,
recording 19,708 birds from 85 species; mainly
migratory waterbirds such as geese, ducks, gulls,
sandpipers, plovers, egrets, and herons. Among the
largest numbers recorded were 4,172 Northern
Pintails, 3,534 Kentish Plovers, 3,132 Dunlins, 1,670
Eurasian Wigeons, and 1,172 Little Egrets. These
numbers reflect the fact that this is prime habitat
for migratory birds. Should it be destroyed, the
implications for these species and their numbers



here could be dire."

Natural mudflats around the world continue
to shrink and in recent years, many species of
sandpiper and plover have declined. Salt pan
wetlands provide an important alternative habitat
for many threatened migratory birds and need
more attention. As an example of this, species
recognized as globally threated by the IUCN which
were counted that day included: 345 Black-faced
Spoonbills (Endangered), 162 Red-necked Stints
(Near Threatened), 65 Great Knots (Endangered), 70
Red Knots (Near Threatened), 25 Bar-tailed Godwits
(Near Threatened), 6 Saunders's Gulls (Vulnerable)
and 3 Black-tailed Godwits (Near Threatened).
Pan Chih-yuan, president of the Wild Bird Society
of Tainan, said: "International birders specifically
arrange visits to Taiwan with this area as one of their
destinations because there are so many globally
threatened East Asian migratory bird species that
can be easily seen here. In addition, while Great
Knots, Red Knots and Bar-tailed Godwits are mainly
just transiting through in other parts of Taiwan, here
they have stable wintering populations. This is one
of the most important things about these salt pans.”

The Chiku and Jiangjun Salt Pan Wetlands
Restoration Alliance is composed of the the Taiwan
Wild Bird Federation, the Taiwan Black-faced

Issuing Orgainzations:

Spoonbill Conservation Association, the Wild Bird
Society of Tainan, Wetlands Taiwan, the Taiwan

Environmental & Planning Association and the
Society of Wilderness. Zheng Zhong-jie, secretary-
general of Wetlands Taiwan, said: "In recent years,
Tainan's salt pans have come under enormous
pressure from photovoltaic projects. To protect
these iconic wetland environments, the alliance
adopted a total of 1,605 hectares of state-owned
salt pans from the National Property Administration.
We will work hard to regularly patrol the area,
maintain the environment and monitor the ecology.
In the future, we will conduct monthly surveys and
cooperate with local communities and schools to
jointly promote the most effective use of wetlands
as well as environmental education in this area. We
hope this beautiful and important land and can be
shared with our children and grandchildren.”

The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation, The Taiwan Black-faced Spoonbill Conservation Association,
The Wild Bird Society of Tainan, Wetlands Taiwan, The Taiwan Environmental & Planning Association

and The Society of Wilderness
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Taiwan Becomes Second Country
in Asia to Have National Bird
Indicators for Biodiversity

Issued EY the TESRI & TWBF / 2023.03.13

The Taiwan Endemic Species Research Institute
(TESRI) under the Council of Agriculture, Executive
Yuan analyzed data from the Taiwan Breeding Bird
Survey to understand population trends for 100
species of breeding birds during the period of 2011
to 2019. In doing so, two national indicators for
birds were established, one for Taiwan's forest birds
and one for Taiwan's farmland birds. Using this
study as a baseline, trends and indicators will be
updated regularly and are anticipated to serve as
an important dashboard for monitoring the survival
status and effectiveness of conservation efforts
for Taiwan's breeding birds. At the same time, this
work also reflects Taiwan's adherence to the United
Nations Convention on Biological Diversity's goal
of Nature-Positive by 2030. In publishing this work,
Taiwan becomes just the second country in Asia to
craft composite species indicators for biodiversity.

Towards Becoming Nature-Positive by 2030

In 2022, the 15th Conference of Parties to the
United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity
was held in Kunming, China and Montreal, Canada.
One of the core tenets to come out of these
meetings was the global goal of the earth becoming
Nature-Positive by 2030 to reverse the trend
of global biodiversity degradation. Furthermore,
biodiversity indicators were mentioned as an
important tool for gauging the changing status and
trends of global biodiversity. However, in many
areas, target indicators and paths to those targets
remain unclear, with some still having no indicators
at all. This was one of the major reasons for the
global community's difficulty in achieving the
goals of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets which were
established in 2011. Prior to 2020, there were just
254 composite species indicators globally. These
were mainly concentrated in Europe (211) with
Asia having none. This changed in 2020 when India

12 My

published its own national bird indicators, making it
the first Asian country to do so.

Second in Asia: Taiwan's National Bird Indicators

The Taiwan Breeding Bird Survey (BBS Taiwan) is a
citizen science project which looks to understand the
status and trends of birds with breeding populations
in Taiwan. It is a collaborative partnership between
the Taiwan Endemic Species Research Institute,
National Taiwan University, and the Taiwan Wild
Bird Federation. Beginning in 2009, each year from
March to June, hundreds of volunteers across the
country help conduct surveys for breeding birds. In a
report recently published in the international journal
Ecological Indicators, data collected between 2011
to 2019 was analyzed to look for population trends
covering 100 species of breeding bird in Taiwan.
Through this work, two national composite species
indicators were established: (1) Taiwan forest bird
indicators (52 species), (2) Taiwan farmland bird
indicators (20 species). Both sets of indicators point
to gradual increases in population numbers with
further analysis showing that forest and farmland
environments have remained stable over time.
However, more frequent disturbances to farmland
environments were noted.

Analysis of the BBS Taiwan data provided many
new insights for researchers. For 11 species,
numbers increased significantly from 2011-2019.
Meanwhile, for 87 species no significant change
took place. Two breeding bird species did experience
significant declines during the period, the Taiwan
Bamboo Partridge and Morrison's Fulvetta. Both are
endemic birds in Taiwan and the reasons behind their
population declines need to be explored further.
However, trends for six species barely passed the
threshold for being safe. These included the Light-
vented Bulbul, Eurasian Tree Sparrow, Long-tailed
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Shrike, Black Drongo, Vinous-throated Parrotbill,
and Plumbous Water Redstart. These species are all
quite different, with two being considered common,
two carnivorous, and two having distinct habitat
preferences, one for grasslands and one for streams.
Should current trends continue they would be added
to the list of species experiencing significant declines.
Therefore, regardless of the current analysis results,
these species also require urgent attention.

Creating A National Conservation Indicator System
that is Regularly Updated

The two bird indicators will serve as national
conservation indicators and be used to reflect current
environmental conditions in Taiwan. Going forward,
they will be regularly updated and presented in future
State of Taiwan's Birds reports as part of the section
dedicated to reviewing the status of Taiwan's breeding
birds. Now that this trend analysis has been completed
and indicator system established, researchers will next
move to build indicators for the country's national parks.
An attempt is also underway to use amphibian records
to establish national amphibian indicators for Taiwan.
pated that via having multiple types of biodiversity
Taiwan's environmental situation and quality can be

better understood. This will hopefully lead to earlier detection of
ecological issues and subsequent improvements to address them.

For more information, please contact :
Mr. Lin Da-li, Taiwan Endemic Species Research Institute,

761331, ext. 252, +886-911200033

Population trends of 100 breeding bird species
during the period of 2011 to 2019.
TESRI (Created by Lin Da-li)
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Crl’rlcqllyiEndqngered Spoon-bllled

&Sandpiper.No.-88. Returns tozlc Taiwani

Issued B Chiku and Jiangjun Salt Pan Wetlands Restoratfion Alliance / march 21, 2023

After two years, a critically endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper, No. 88, reappeared in Tainan, Taiwan. The
sighting took place last week during a coastal survey as part of the Ocean Conservation Administration's
"2023 Seabird Population Survey Plan" carried out by the Forestry Wildlife Lab of National Taiwan
University. No. 88 was spotted in the salt pan wetlands near Chiku and Jiangjun in northern Tainan City. It
was also recorded in the winter of 2019 and 2020 at Jiangjun wetland, in an area very close to this year's
sighting. There have been no records for the last two years, however due to the small numbers and difficulty
in conducting tracking, it is uncertain if during that time there were any others here during that time. With
this new record of No. 88, the loyalty of migratory birds to their preferred habitat is once more proven as is
the importance of protecting this habitat of major international importance.

Spoon-billed Sandpiper No. 88 was released by in summer 2019 by researchers in the Chukotka
Autonomous Okrug in Russian far East. Its leg flag is light green, with the number 88 printed in black and
located on the left leg. In the winter of 2019, it wintered in Taiwan. Spoon-billed Sandpipers migrate along
the Asian side of the Pacific coast every year, breeding in Northeast Asia and winter in South and Southeast
Asia. In Taiwan there are records of its appearance in the transit period as well as occasional records of
wintering.

Due to the continuous development of coastal habitats, human disturbance, climate change and other
factors, the global population of Spoon-billed Sandpipers has been declining year by year. There were
about 2,000-2,800 pairs of in 1970. This number dropped to 1,000 pairs in 2000, and then less than 400
pairs in 2005. According to studies done in 2014, it was then estimated that there were just 400 to 500
mature individuals left in the world, almost less than half the 2005 number. For this reason, it listed as
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Critical Endangered by the IUCN and attracted the attention of the global conservation community. Due to
its extreme rarity, bird lovers from all over Taiwan will flock to the sighting area to try and see a"Spoonie"
whenever one appears.

Taiwan's salt pan wetlands are located near coastlines or estuaries, tidal, and were originally used for
the drying of salt. They are usually characterized by high salinity, lack of fresh water, and are often or
occasionally irrigated by seawater. Many plants and animals in the salt pans have adapted to harsh
conditions such as high salinity and low oxygen, forming special ecosystems. The soil in these areas are rich
in salt and nutrients, and capable of supporting a wide variety of organisms, especially benthic organisms.
This makes it an important habitat for many migratory bird species. Taiwan is located along the East
Asian-Australasian Flyway and is an extremely important rest stop and wintering site for many migratory
waterbirds. As coastal wetlands in East Asian countries have been greatly reduced, the salt pans along
Taiwan's southwestern coast play and important role in ecological conservation.

To protect the critical migratory bird habitat in Tainan, six organizations including the Taiwan Wild Bird
Federation, the Wild Bird Society of Tainan, the Black-faced Spoonbill Conservation Association, Wetlands
Taiwan, the Taiwan Environmental & Planning Association and The Society of Wilderness formed the Chiku
and Jiangjun Salt Pan Wetlands Restoration Alliance. The group jointly adopted a total of 1,605 ha of state-
owned salt pans from the National Property Administration in Tainan City's Chiku and Jiangjun. The alliance
aims to regularly patrol and maintain the environment as well as monitor the local ecology. It is hoped that
through these efforts, precious natural resources can be maintained, ecosystem diversity can be supported,
and sustainable biodiversity protection can be achieved.

Lin Dai-rong, Director-General of the Wild Bird Society of Tainan, said that from 2017 to 2020, there were
sightings of Spoon-billed Sandpipers in Tainan’s salt pans every year. However, this was the first time that
the same Spoon-billed Sandpiper, No. 88, visited again after many vears. This shows that migratory birds
have specific preference when it comes to habitat and will remain site loyal as long as the environment
remains healthy. However, the loss of such important habitats will make things even harder for these
extremely threatened migratory birds. He also mentioned that in January alliance members surveyed the
newly adopted land as part of the 2023 Taiwan New Year Bird Count, a citizen science driven project to
understand the wintering avifauna of Taiwan. In total, nearly 20,000 birds were counted, including those
both common and globally threatened. Lastly, he wanted to remind people that for those hoping to see No.
88, the roads in the salt pan wetlands area are mostly narrow with many with gravel-covered and potentially
muddy. Visitors should observe road safety and not block roads while observing or photographing birds. We
must take care of both the ecology and each other.

For more information, please contact :
Allen Lyu, Secretary-General of the Taiwan Wild Bird Federation, 0919-585-657
Lin Dai-rong, Director-General of the Wild Bird Society of Tainan, 06-2138310
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CSO Director Zden€k Vermouzek and his wife Jindra Batkova join in the 2023 NYBC in Luzhou, New Taipei City.

EW TWBF Staff

The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation and the Czech Society of Ornithology have been growing closer over the
years. This includes the TWBF inviting Dr. Petr VoriSek to give an online talk in 2021 regarding the 2nd
European Breeding Bird Atlas and the Pan-European Common Bird Monitoring Scheme. A wonderfully
insightful talk, it was followed up by another online session, this time between the TWBF, CSO, and the
Taiwan Endemic Species Research Institute in March of 2022. During that online meeting, presentations
were made by Taiwanese and Czech researchers and conservationists in order to introduce each country’s
respective conservation situation and major citizen science projects on birds. During the discussion portion
at the end of the meeting, all sides agreed that interactions and cooperation between Taiwan and Czechia
should be enhanced. It was with that in mind
that the TWBF was delighted to learn the
CSO Director Zdenék Vermouzek and his
family would be visiting Taiwan in December
2022.

The TWBF’s Director of International Affairs,
Scott Pursner, helped Director Vermouzek
as he created the itinerary for the visit since
it would be the family's first visit to Taiwan.
The first stop was Taipei and as luck would
have it, the 2023 Taiwan New Year Bird Count
was in full swing. This allowed for the CSO

director to take part in one of Taiwan's major

citizen science projects for birds firsthand. The o )
. ] TWBEF Secretary-General Allen Lyu explains the NYBC survey route to CSO
Taiwan NYBC looks to monitor the status and  Dpirector Vermouzek.
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trends of Taiwan wintering avifauna.
This survey was particularly special
as it takes place by bicycle in New
Taipei City’s Luzhou and Sanchong.
The weather was great and over 40
species were recorded!

After that, the director joined Pursner
for a trip to the TWBF's office to
meet staff, discuss local conservation
and TWBF efforts, and learn about
ecotourism in Taiwan. The ecology
and nature in Czechia are very

different from Taiwan so there was Professional Bird Guide Wu Jian-long discusses birdwatching trips with Director

[ Ve k.
much to discuss and learn. Thankfully, "%

professional guide Wu Jian-long was available to join in the talks and present current information regarding

the status of birdwatching tours in Taiwan .

Finally, Director Vermouzek and his family had dinner
with TWBF president Dr. Fang Woei-horng at a local
restaurant. Dr. Fang was able to share stories about
the TWBF and conservation history in Taiwan. As a
token of appreciation, Director Vermouzek presented
Dr. Fang with a Czech traditional-style calendar which
features some of the beautiful birds which can be seen
in Czechia. During the meal, both agreed to continue
and expand the dialogue and cooperation between CSO
and TWBF and expressed hope that in the future more
Czech birders could visit Taiwan and more Taiwanese
birders could visit Czechia.

The next day, Director Vermouzek and his family headed
south to Tainan. While there, they were able to meet
TWBF partner the Wild Bird Society of Tainan and join in
their NYBC count. They also had the opportunity to visit
the salt pan wetlands recently adopted by the TWBF
and other members of the Chiku and Jiangjun Salt Pan
Wetlands Alliance. Overall, the trip was a great success
and Vermouzek expressed an interest to come back since

CSO Director Vermouzek Presents TWBF President Dr. Fang
with a calendar.

he was not able to see all of Taiwan during this trip. We hope he and his family can definitely come back

again!

M3 19



250
ﬁiﬁ%

=N | % 22023438 R 51T EE

aEpiFE 0 3826H7:00~15:30

EENMES - FHIGREISITAZAE)
- £805/[ : £46:50

S5 . EREANEE EMEESE(EFFERTABERE15E)
(B EF8I0ONBHMAOEES)
~ TEEXEERR ¢ BRTVIS - MRS (B4 A PR 150939882032)
* ABRE : EE% - 20ARIEERFEMRIA10BRMIFE ERAD)
- SR Z 4@ : https://forms.gle/sgFTHV2czY1tDTkr9

REELL - 35200 9%

ASEREA
EXEAE - R3825BK L6 ASEEIH -
- RIBIFHES - RESHIA - SAEKIH3007T -
- BEEE®W|ERNR - BREBS
IR - R - FIE - TEREUKFEEE -
- RERW  KREBTH - FAEBTIEA -




s AR T
FfiFEAMmETHIEI 5
EHMA RS REZ T HITT5Y !

—EURHBFIEEEAFZEIHREIL > AT RIEROETRMIAR » WHEEZH
RIEFRM—EAFESYES D - BNREHED “hRREFETFE" 56 > £ IUERIANT ¢
1. BTIRAERFE S/ EE— > SRSFEHRSIE 50T -
2. S HEERFBEE S ¢
1) BT/EENHEX 2) ERFUARIEIR
3) BREERLH 4) s EEIRIZARTS
3. ZFRRBIRFEIERS -

1) ErhsEiF 2) IRIGER
4. SEIFIRFHFER !

1) EEReEEE 2) BRI E AT
5. RTREEATHTIE :

1) mNEFE 2) AW ERLE)

3) RGBS/ N\ M E AR

6. RTIRFHREEPEFFRIUAER » 84 12/31 B8R > (FEERF 6/30 >
T/18F -

PR IRE&EZE T L REE « https://reurl.cc/gQggmX




aEEHRE

5126 = 5/27

SEE c ABUBRBMEEEREIMNEEE -
REMAELEE

“i“\

ey

Kﬁm %XE

8/28 -

A B\ HiE R B EE) Qb
18 : AT ES S EERESE -
9/23 -

; /&I (7
2023/9~10= SSTEEER, -
AELBHEFRE BRHECEED I\ BESHE
WE  RRMECEEEE F  BRAMKEN(CEE

BEBE: A FREALEATHER IMEL: A FHREALEZRCHBRESHREFER HWEwE:04-22600518
AMES: T HAZASGEHRBE WBHEL: 4 HAZATFRANESR -EPdASLRBGe StMEASHEBIGE

22



: n e  J — ;‘JE:%HE““ %
b 1 B =0 EETEE ERN - BEE
g 1/17 #Z2—(U=/\EBR > ZIRERELRFE/NSEE —EEAFTYHETR/T » RAGE
WERRAZINE > DA 28R EHUERIERESE  ETRENERIE » FHIFHEHE
2ERIEEFH o



aEmESEE
YEN OEEE HEE

YOY] FRTEAE - 0630 BAGEE ) MERBAREREOKBER > 28T 20 D%
ETERE T BN RRNARERESENE SR EBARER TR ORER
OF s st T B B R A > SRR T & > N
- EEREMLUEES  AEABE L EBARABERENNELE » LEMENH ?
REGDERIAT  BHET BRAEZEEME > 85 1999 BETH > EEERAEE
HARIBGE > 2 EREBEEREESIAELE  SKEBOBS - RABBRENEL
B BEBMAEREIISRE > 1 07:2809:50 157 T{EE/ BB RUERT) - B2 -
RS BRUENNERARFAA e : 2
5-1099 BEB - TENETER (RE— 4
A) o
EHREN BRANNBEESRE - B
B(TRERE BA MR
YO SERRRIA  REAAEE—E
SFEE 0 09:00 AEBEEILERH
OI srsm > AR 0930 1388 Q2

% *

24 133



2RIFSE/ G
(BEF5) — A >
| R AR S
| T BthRAER
BB SIS ER AT
K 22 B F $
B N ER
SRERAA ~ Ty
' Y = =\ M NFET o R
)= EWEIAﬁmH@ TH%L&$%§£EE%%’%ﬁ%%$ﬁ$&ﬁ\%@%)ﬁ?
T BB RS « CURM R A TIABRIIE R » AFIIBRTN » BUSBEMS IR B OB o

(BRBRMIE TS i)

REREFEED
YEN FREE RIEX

2023 F 5 A{p:RENFATHR

AAMKR TATL: 2AMT THTE -
AR s 22 h o AARMFE RSP NITE  —REZFH BRI o
— ERBREEEBE
EME] 05/05 (E83F) 19:00-21:00
A5 (RETHANER 39 SHAARIIXK 2F)
—4 B —BEE
MER MEERERS
BiE—EmEU FNBREAREY > REAAMNRIINEFENESRES A RIENEE

8 BHER 5% U LNWBRERENEER  ERARLHTAREN B MEERXE
ERAVRE > BEERSVHIFNE o

05/05 (E28iH) MERREE ERFREEEBE] ¢1%'JLEH¢$l$ﬁ5%iﬁE€¢&D%%
B — MR R I E R AIRT S BHE A BHER VGRS - BUIAR —EARSM e 1 li




=~ ER/IVIRTT
WY1 EMEEERR R LNE 5 0EAEE 88 MINERN - R
S R RIKFEENEREN > TAREERRETR > = RO
BEE  hRE HESRENTRUGFEEBEIREN— 1At Jal &
FBENIRE > ERNMERTARESSE > HAZHE 05/07 (2 =
HB) BIEMESERSER BOEEMEEZTR LA EES (22699952,
120.644060) E£E5H3 > AFIE 11:00 £EGR (FEHRE « RIS > BEZM &
TR > BUDAR—HERBIN °
K] SEERXCEEREER NS ERULEE IR RSRE B
Sl NEERARS » HEMN 30 AE - BEEARTEAEKE » KL > g
st ZRERKM > IRSISFZHRRERE - Bl LESE > &ifise - ;
= 2EAFIER BEKRMEBFME05/13 2HRBRER (World 7 Tt
Migratory Bird Day) th@SFHNEZIKERH (Global BigDay) @ EfIEBEEGH/NERE
B 08:10 PEBTEPLAT (22.659379, 120.557539) & HIE » FEHHNZE 11:00 £H
RBR (RFHRE - RS 0 BAZMN > FETRER) » BUDAR—ELERSM
(YK ARBLWOBSEE LR RERAR (8 20) 109K
il R 0 8HAY 1000m 0 REFEEAR EEENREEL > 1ES
AT ERLENEREY > BLUEFEHTOERTZATENE s
18 o 88 R BREBE ARG TE » —E% % > REWERE o » SR
EAREN > BEMEARRHEES > HAER 05/22 REF—HPEHESRETES
BUDARR—HERSI - ZEFNAKLRE » BFANBTKRBRZEMFFREAERZMEE | https://
forms.gle/3YRu834HLWcslLJvr9
= - EEREREAHAE (BBS Taiwan)
B8 HE —RAY BBS RIERAEXRKT » ERERAEENFERAEICERERE T
A 0 B EEE2 R SR E T IS o WA RIEtEUDER -
« TREWXE) MHEEHETR
HMFEES 9 BHIE  NEANRE—(E2BAR HESEHHE—E [BENEE
R T » AR—ENZEREHH - ERNEMSIE/NEHNET > FEUERIIRAA T
KEERMPIEBE—STRRIMIEN 'ERK ~EAEEMETHEEZRAR LRSI
BERERSEKEENDFE > 115 EEGEE = o m R MRS
O FEEFFBREGRIFEELE FaceBook BEASE » BUBMA TRRHRHFSEE) T8 -

BAPPREATE - RRHRESEEHIEESS | 08-7351581 °
OO0 FEFABEADARBI N T » WHEAKETHFAK ©

26 ?Tt\aj



MINOX

VISIBLE INNOVATION
R fCH SRS M L]

5B MINOX BIII1R 1988 & » LAR1E 85 FHIE=
REBRIG - RETE—RINET "RERE" R &

ETIRTIE NSRS EEE - NEESS F S < > R
ABBERBEOISES  BRERTSERIES | gL e

SEE2RCRBORRIIER -
£+§J%Eiﬁﬁﬁﬁ”lﬂ SESBTERR > JHKRNE - HPf) 8x44 BRRHEES 7.8

SnEHAEIRROFEE BEEEAMA @ &IEC PERFFESERST  NRBEABRNEE

X-HD

For highest expectations

= H
IN GERMANY

X-HD Bxd4 A-HD 10x44 K-HD 8x56

X-active
For any situation H H

X-active 8x25 [ 10x25 X-active 835/ 10x33  X-active 8x44| 10x44 X-active Bx5é

X-lite
Perfect for newcomers H u

X-lite 8x26 | 10x26 X-lite 8x34 | 10x34 X-lite 8x42 | 10x42 X-lite 8x56




XE  SEEISR

EEENREREE > BEnERTEMIEE
WEEAFIESRERIERTNEFRIEFBEGE -
DI REIERERVERS ©

EERE2FNBEZPENERI LRI CE
RN EZEERIBBEAEBEM > WiRR
TBPT2RANEZ R AR o

EESIRARENERZHRER » K
BREAHERIS s FREEE - KGECZE
W ERERRH  BXHREERNI BRk
TBEIATRIG 55 o

ATTEBYEARE - BYATRERGE
7

FENES  ERANES ESHNEHEE
SERIER 2 RS B B ER R RS
BERT  BERRASIEENAR B
SR ILBHTIBR - AV RBR B A AL EO R
BT

EEREARRRARECBBEAETIEZSY

RINBERITIHIR RN @ » ERA— BB BIE
R EERERABENEE  BRFMEIHR
AYiBAZ o

BENEBTERERNRREIENRNE
2 URBBRANERRERIINEEZERK
HHED - BEREAUZE BT IMEZERBMHZR
HEENRIETRRZBEENET - BEKRTB
FRNEE RS E R EE o A B 2ARR B B
BRI > MR E R AEEREEHFIRREIH

28 My

BERIBRABIFEF BARFIPA SR - FFPR
HZENEELMFMARNBETERRETE
BRI IRAY B AIRIR ©

BT — RV BwmAMIZ T AR S LRI AME
BS RERKRELFHFEERAR —BHE—2
HE BRPEIMMEEANSEREA > lBE—1]
BELEZRENE RTHEEFEEESELAKE
R A R AR BMEBTE - BERERSR
ZMBIERLATELSHREIEYT > BRERD
PR IRER R —ER S RI[E]IE ©

ERM=EZRRBEZER > EATRERM
ANREEIREEIREEEERNER
IRBETEREALER  UREHHORRET
BRBE  RFERATBEBET SN BOEBART
BOMEET °



EY Czech Society for Omithology Director Zdenék Vermouzek

Birds know no borders, and like humans, inhabit the
four corners of the earth. No matter where they
live, they fill more-or-less the same ecological niches
and face similar pressures caused by humans. For
ornithologists, bird lovers and conservationists alike,
cooperation as well as sharing of information and
knowledge of best practices are the best ways to
succeed in conservation efforts.

The Czech Society for Ornithology (CSO) and Taiwan
Wild Bird Federation (TWBF) began to get closer
in 2020, during the Covid pandemic. Our groups
met several times via webinars and peer-to-peer
meetings, discussing topics ranging from long-term
bird population monitoring and atlas mapping to
public engagement in bird and nature conservation.
Through these, despite our geographical distance,
we identified shared principles on topics like citizen
science and land adoption. It was thus a question
of when we could meet in person to develop this
relationship further. Once Taiwan opened its borders
again in October of 2022, | wanted to visit as soon
as possible. The Christmas holiday seemed to be
the best option as my wife is an elementary school
teacher and official holidays are the only possible
periods for longer trips.

Taiwan — A Country Without Birds ?

So it happened that me, my wife, our son and his
girlfriend emerged after twelve hours of flying at the
Taoyuan International Airport early on the morning
of December 21st. My first impression from our
ride into Taipei was that there were no birds in
Taiwan! The only one we saw was the violet Taiwan
Whistling Thrush on the Taoyuan Airport MRT logo.
In Europe you see at least a few species of corvids
flying here and there. But | couldn’t see any during
our trip into the city. This first difference between
Czechia and Taiwan | quickly noticed after arrival.

To my pleasure and surprise, the next few hours
painted a different picture, as | was greeted at a

Taking part in Tainan NYBC



local park by various birds like the fearless Malayan
Night Heron as well as several invasive species. For
me, though not native, these uninvited guests were
still special since they can't be found in Czechia.

The rate of additions to my life list rose significantly
on my second morning, when my friend and main
contact for international cooperation at the TWBF,
Scott Pursner, invited us to participate in a Taiwan
New Year Bird Count event. It was taking place in
New Taipei City's Luzhou District and conducted by
bicycle. The event leader, TWBF Secretary-General
Allen Lyu, did an astonishing job. Not only did he
manage to lead the group of about 12 people of
varied experience, he also provided comments on
the respective species and did the recording as well.

This activity was an excellent example of combining
the social and scientific dimensions of citizen
science. CSO public events and citizen science
programs are clearly separated and don’t mix. In
Czechia, most birdwatching walks for the public
are guided by volunteers, yet are not part of any
scientific research. Meanwhile, citizen science
programmes, mainly bird counts, follow strict
methodology and volunteers need to concentrate
solely on the research. Activities like the Taiwan New
Year Bird Count help participants to develop their
field skills and pave the way for them to be future
count leaders.

Even if this would not be the case for me and my
wife, Allen, Scott, and the other participants helped
us familiarize ourselves with common species

P

A Scene in Tainan
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Talking with Members of the WBS Tainan

as well as some rarer inhabitants of the lowland
floodplains. | also experienced first-hand Taiwan’s
importance not only for migratory birds but also as
a birdwatching hotspot when during the count we
came across a Mongolian Short-toed Lark, a rare
record for the country. For me as a European, it was
also really interesting to see such a variety of bird
habitats inside an urban area. The mixture of familiar
palearctic birds like Wood Sandpipers, Common
Redshanks, Grey Wagtails and various Egrets mixed
with exotic (to me) birds like Taiwan Barbet and
Swinhoe's White-eye was amazing. | only regret that
| missed seeing the Vinous-throated Parrotbill which
was spotted by other members of our group.

To the South

| couldn’t imagine visiting Taiwan in winter without
going to see the magnificent Black-faced Spoonbills
at their wintering sites. Scott and bird guide Wu Jian-
Long equipped us with a list of several places worth
visiting. Then after a nice friendly dinner with TWBF
president Dr. Fang Woei-Horng, where we discussed
nature specificities of Taiwan and were introduced
to Taiwanese food culture, my family hired a car and
headed to Tainan. On the way, a stopover at the
Aogu Wetland and Forest Park fulfilled its purpose.
We saw two Black-faced Spoonbills pass us by in
close, low flight while the sun was setting.

The next day, another Taiwan New Year Bird Count
event, this time without bicycles, awaited us along
with Pan Chih-yuan, president of the Wild Bird
Society of Tainan. The count was taking place in
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. the outskirts
& Oof Tainan
City. Local
& birdwatchers,
W young and old,
1 welcomed us
with the same
cordiality as in
Taipei. Birds
really connect

Manhole Cover in Tainan

people across
continents and we felt comfortable, like being with
a group of old friends. We quickly learned the
differences between different prinia vocalisations as
well as how the most common swallow there was
the Pacific Swallow. Meanwhile we also found out
Striated Swallows are significantly larger than Pacific
Swallows. While in Tainan, Black-faced Spoonbills
stopped seeming so rare and we saw many new
bird species as well. Yet everything attracted our
attention and we were so surprised to see Scaly-
breasted Munias foraging on grass seed just 30 cm
from a camera. | know of nothing like that happening
in Europe.

That night we had a wonderful dinner with Pan
Chih-yuan, his wife and colleagues. We spent
another day in Tainan as well, being captured by
its beauty and biodiversity. This included seeing
two Crested Goshawks in the garden of the Tainan
Confucius Temple. Their stern looks evoked the
feeling of being supervised by two strict temple
guardians.

Into the Wild

Wilderness and mountains marked the rest of our
stay in Taiwan. We next headed to Dasyueshan
where every step brought new species. Thanks to
Scott and Wu Jian-long’'s recommendations, we
went for a delightful hike over hilltops Yuanzuishan
and Shaolaishan. Never before, and probably
never again, will | see more than ten new endemic
species in one day: from Barbets, Sibias and Yuhinas
to fearless White-whiskered Laughingthrushes,
inconspicuous Morrison's Fulvettas and the real king
of the mountains, the majestic Mikado Pheasant.
We left feeling like Dasyueshan is worth visiting for
weeks, not just three days.

As an unexperienced visitor to Taiwan, after
Dasyueshan, we planned to head to the east coast
via the Central Cross-Island Highway. Wu Jian-Long
recommended dividing this journey between two
days. Thus, we had enough time to enjoy the mid-
elevations near Sun Moon Lake with tea gardens
and birds like Gray-capped Pygmy Woodpecker
and Brown-headed Thrush. We then headed back
to the mountains and stayed overnight at Qingjing
Farm. A morning walk through this village brought
us to understand that that many of the forest birds
we thought were quite shy were actually quite
used to humans and didn’t avoid village gardens.
Endemics like the White-eared Sibia and Steere's
Liocichla lost their tinge of elusiveness. The same
can be said for the emblematic Taiwanese endemic
White-whiskered Laughingthrush. A flock of them
surrounded us on the hilltop of Hehuanshan East

Taiwan Yuhina



Peak, acting comfortably and begging for food (which  The East Coast
they didn’t get from us, but did from other tourists).
To see these endemics in such close proximity was a

We spent our last few days exploring Taroko
National Park, the east coast, and some inland
wetlands near Hualien. Every day brought new
bird species and knowledge about the island, its

really memorable experience.

Taiwan Rosefinch

The View at Dasyueshan Making New Friends at Hehuanshan

32 My



geography, geology,
and history. Apart
from endemic
Styan's Bulbuls and
endemic ssp Savanna
Nightjars, we were
lucky enough to see
a male Ring-necked
Pheasant - a bird
introduced to Europe
several centuries ago
and now regarded
as half-domestic. :
It brought curious Exploring Taroko Gorge
excitement to us to see this endemic ssp in its
natural habitat. This feeling was intensified by the
fact that it is critically endangered in Taiwan, even
if we were not sure if the seen bird was a pure
formosanus.

It was here we also found the last goal species on
our list - the Muscovy Duck. It seemed as if the
universe was telling us: “You've seen enough, it's
time to go home.”

The Liyu Creek at Taroko Gorge

Taiwan Birds and Birdwatching Through
Foreign Eyes

During our twelve day stay, we saw and listed 117
bird species, including 21 endemics and 22 endemic
subspecies. This alone is reason enough to fall in
love with Taiwan and think about soon returning.
The second one is the incredible variety and richness

of nature, especially in the mountains. Not only the
birds, but also the monkeys, insects, giant spiders,
frogs, plants, trees (many of which are endemic) are
all worth exploring in more detail. Moreover, the
third, but not last, reason is the incredible hospitality
and friendliness of virtually everyone we met,
regardless if it was for minutes or days.

Our journey would not be possible without the
incredible help from Scott with all the logistics,
from recommendations of places to visit to booking
accommodations. Despite the mentioned hospitality,
some systems in the country made the visit
challenging for an independent traveller. It was easy
to book and pay for accommodation in Taipei online,
but we regularly experienced email asks (in Chinese)
for payment by bank transfer in the countryside
- something hard to accomplish for a foreigner
without Taiwan bank account.

Having birdwatching tourism
in mind, a detailed “where

to watch” guide would be
really helpful. Such books
or internet pages can
show visitors with limited 7%
time not only which areas 7"?'
are generally interesting, but

also where to park and which
path to follow to get most out

Crested Goshawk
of his or her visit. In our case, this was more than

sufficiently replaced by direct recommendations by
Scott, Wu Jian-long and Pan Chih-yuan, but | really
feel sorry for somebody without this kind of support.

Europe is place of rapidly decreasing populations for
many common bird species. It's really inspiring to
read reports from Taiwan, where the vast majority of
the species holds stable populations. It's even more
meaningful though to visit the country and see all
these treasures with your own eyes. | wish the birds
and people of Taiwan a peaceful future full of joy.
Personally, | hope | can come back soon.
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