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eBird Representative lan
Davies Visits Taiwan

From November 1-6, 2023, Mr. lan Davies,
project coordinator for eBird, visited Taiwan. The trip
was organized by the Taiwan Wild Bird Federation
and Taiwan Biodiversity Research Institute to hold
meetings about the use of eBird in Taiwan, and
help Mr. Davies to meet key stakeholders in the
Taiwanese eBird community.

Created and run by the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology at Cornell University since 2002, eBird
is a real-time online platform for recording bird
checklists. It allows users to share what they've
seen, create checklists with friends, and show local
hotspots for birdwatching. With more users and
more data, it is also possible to use the open data
collected there for researching the status and trends
of individual species as well. Globally there are nearly
930,000 eBirders who have shared nearly 85 million
checklists. One of the major contributors to eBird
is Taiwan. The eBird Taiwan portal is a traditional
Chinese portal managed by the TWBF and TBRI.
Taiwan currently ranks 7th globally for completed
checklists and has one of the most active eBirder
communities in Asia. TBRI and the TWBF are also
currently engaged with eBird on the creation of a
Taiwan Bird Atlas. Due to its prominence and all the
collaborative work currently taking place between
Taiwan and eBird, Mr. Davies came to the country
to visit, hold meetings, and see the situation on the
ground for Taiwanese eBirders.

Mr. Davies spent the first two days in Taipei.
While there, two events were held to discuss eBird,
its functions, and the eBird Taiwan portal. On the
night of November 1st, a Google Meet session
was set up for Mr. Davies to talk about the eBird
portal and meet members of the Taiwan eBird
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community. He also fielded questions about usage
and troubleshooting. Participants were not only
from Taiwan, but Hong Kong and Thailand as well.
The next day, a technical workshop was held for
members of the TWBF, TBRI and active members
of the eBird community. Major topics discussed
included the upcoming Taiwan Bird Atlas, sound ID,
and ways that eBird could help support these efforts.

L
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On November 1st a Facebook Live Session was held for eBirders

An eBird Technical Workshop was held on November 2™

After the sessions in Taipei, on Friday November
3rd representatives from the TWBF, TBRI and
Kaohsiung Wild Bird Society brought Mr. Davies to
the Dasyueshan National Forest Recreation Area for
birding and to better understand Taiwan’s endemics



and resident birds. Species seen included Yellow Tit,
Taiwan Barwing, and Taiwan Yuhina. Next, the team
took Mr. Davies to meet stakeholders working on
conservation of different species and habitats to
hear their stories and discuss how they use eBird
in their work. On November 4th, Mr. Davies met
Ms. Lee Wen-chen, Director of the Pheasant-tailed
Jacana Conservation Park. She shared with him the
conservation success story of the local Pheasant-
tailed Jacanas in Guantian District, Tainan as well as
the threats and issues the birds currently face.

Meanwhile, on November 5th, Mr. Davies and
the Taiwan team headed to the coast where they
spent the day learning about the situation facing
Taiwan’'s abandoned salt pans. In the morning, they
joined members of the Wild Bird Society of Tainan
during a training session for new waterbird surveyors
in the Sicao Wetland and the Dingshan Salt Pans
Wetlands. While there Mr. Davies learned about
the threats to the area and how eBird data was
used by the Chiku and Jiangjun Salt Pan Wetlands
Restoration Alliance in order to adopt this critical
habitat for waterbirds. They also got too see many
wintering Black-faced Spoonbills in the area. That
afternoon, the group visited the Budai Salt Pan
Wetlands in Chiayi to see the area used by over
40,000 wintering birds each year. Mr. Davies learned
about how the Budai Salt Pans Wetland Team,
under the Kaohsiung Wild Bird Society, used data
from the TWBF Bird Record Database and eBird to
show the importance of the salt pan wetlands to

decisionmakers planning to put photovoltaic projects

Mr. Davies learns about the Pheasant-tailed Jacana Conservation
Park in Tainan

SRR -

Mr. Davies talks with Philip Kuo at the Wild Bird Society of Tainan

i f
Mr. Davies visits the Budai Salt Pan Wetlands

in the area. This enabled them to later adopt the
land from the National Property Administration
which they now manage. He was also shown some
of the projects the group is engaged in towards
improving the habitat quality so more waterbirds
might use the area. Time was also set aside for Mr.
Davies and the Taiwan Team to discuss ways to
improve the collaboration between Taiwan and eBird
and continue their strong partnership well into the
future.

The trip was quite successful, with an array of
members from the Taiwan birding community being
able to meet Mr. Davies and ask him their questions
about eBird and birding. The eBird representative
was also able to get a better understanding of the
ways that Taiwanese people use eBird, the issues
they face with the app, and their thoughts on how to
improve the tool. Everyone looks forward to when
Mr. Davies and the team from eBird can visit Taiwan
again!
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TWBF Director of International
Affairs Goes to Czechia for
Exchange by TWBF Staff

In early December 2023, TWBF Director
of International Affairs Scott Pursner traveled to
Czechia for exchanges and meetings with the Czech
Society for Ornithology. Mr Pursner was invited by
CSO Director Zdenék Vermouzek who hoped that
the visit could continue the relationship-building
between the two organizations which had been
growing over the last few years.

As part of the trip, on December 6th Mr.
Pursner went to Josefov Meadows Bird Reserve.
The site is owned by CSO and managed by CSO
staff Brenék Michalek. Currently a total of 60+
hectares, the site was formally established in
2008 and is the oldest and largest bird reserve
administered by the CSO. Over 160 species of bird
have been recorded in the park. Furthermore, it
is also the site of various projects related to large
herbivore conservation. As such there are three
Aurochs and 16 Exmoor Stallions on site. Michélek
explained that in the past such large mammals
existed in Czechia and this was part of a project to

Y E
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A sign at the Josefov Meadows Bird Reserve
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better understand their role in meadow ecosystems

and to reestablish the lost ecosystem. While there,
Pursner discussed habitat management, protected
areas, and toured ther reserve.

An Aurochs

A Yellowhammer at the Josefov Meadows Bird Reserve



That night Mr. Pursner presented to CSO
staff and members on Taiwan, its avifauna, and
conservation issues. The presentation was attended
by over 30 people. Everyone was very interested
to learn about the country as it has a very different
environment and many different species than those
found in Czechia. During the Q and A. Mr. Pursner
received questions related to citizen science,

hunting, and green energy.

Mr. Pursner does a presentation for CSO staff and members

Over the course of the next two days, Mr.
Pursner took part in a few different activities.
On the 7th, he met with CSO staff to discuss
excursions for CSO members to Taiwan. Then on
the 8th, he was able to take part in a very special
event. At the Mnisské Meadows Bird Park, another
of the five bird parks administered by the CSO, he
was able attend a wild horse releasing ceremony
and press conference. The release was done as part
of an expansion of efforts towards conservation

Sl s

The press conference for the wild horse release at Mni§ské
Meadows Bird Park

efforts for wild horses in Czechia. In total four
horses were released into the park.

Mr. Pursner with CSO Director Zden€k Vermouzek and CSO
Head of Development Lucie Hoskova

Then, on December 10", Mr. Pursner
was taken to the Jeseniky Important Bird and
Biodiversity Area to learn about Czechia's IBAs and
do birdwatching. He was also able to share more
information about Taiwan’s 54 IBAs and discuss the
impacts of IBAs in both Czechia and Taiwan with
Director Vermousek. Later that day, discussions
were held on how to continue the exchanges
between Taiwan and Czechia in terms of bird and
biodiversity conservation.

A Eurasian Wren at the Jeseniky Important Bird and Biodiversity
Area
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Tdiwa-ne?e“ De'lega ion
Visits Thailand to Learn about
Salt Pan Wetland Conservation

From November 14-16, 2023, a Taiwanese
delegation representing NGOs and government
visited Thailand to learn about the salt pan wetland
conservation work taking place there, particularly
through the efforts of the Bird Conservation
Society of Thailand (BCST). Organized by BCST and
the Taiwan Wild Bird Federation (TWBF), the visit
built on an on-line session held between the groups
in September 2023.

Agricultural wetlands such as salt pans or
fish ponds play a critical role in many countries
which have lost their natural wetlands. Such is
the case with Taiwan, which saw a reduction
of its wetlands by nearly 60 percent due to
development and reclamation. Taiwan'’s former salt
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Touring important bird habitat in the Pak Thale area

EY TWBF International Affairs Division

pans, most abandoned in the early 2000s, now
play an important role for many migratory birds,
particularly in southwestern Taiwan. This includes
globally threatened species such as the Spoon-
billed Sandpiper, Black-faced Spoonbill, Great Knot
and Red Knot. In the late 2010s, many of these
areas were threatened with being converted into
photovoltaic farms, especially in southern Chiayi
County's Budai Salt Pan Wetlands and the Chiku
and Jiangjun Salt Pan Wetlands in northern Tainan
City. The Kaohsiung Wild Bird Society in 2019
began adopting land in Budai Salt Pan Wetlands.
Meanwhile in 2022, six NGOs which had banded
together to stop solar projects in the areas of Chiku
and Jiangjun formed an alliance and adopted 1,650



ha in northern Tainan City. Alliance members include
the Taiwan Wild Bird Federation, the Taiwan Black-
faced Spoonbill Conservation Association, the
Wild Bird Society of Tainan, Wetlands Taiwan, the
Taiwan Environmental & Planning Association and
the Society of Wilderness. The alliance is to provide
management for the property and help ensure
quality habitat for migratory birds.

As part of these efforts, the alliance wished
to learn more about other countries doing salt pan
wetland conservation work. They found a good
example in an old friend. The TWBF and BCST have
been partners in conservation and supported each
other for many years. The BCST is also the only other
country in the region doing similar salt pan wetland
conservation. The TWBF reached out to them on
behalf of the alliance to see if they could visit Thailand
and learn about their efforts. Thanks to funding from
Taiwan’s Shanghai Savings and Commercial Bank,
which is supporting the alliances efforts in Tainan,
a plan was made for a visit and exchange. Taiwan’s
partner organization the Kaohsiung Wild Bird Society

also joined the trip as did the Taiwan Biodiversity
Research Institute’s Dr. Lin Ruey-shing.

The group arrived in Bangkok on the 13th.
The next day the Thailand-Taiwan Salt Pan Wetland
Conservation Exchange officially began. The 14
delegates from Taiwan boarded buses and headed

to the Pak Thale Nature Reserve. The site is home
to one of the most important wintering areas for
the Critically Endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper. In
2020 the BCST purchased 7 ha of salt pans there.
They have since made many efforts to help engage
with the local community, conserve and manage
the purchased site, and do more to help improve
the local economic situation. In the morning, the
Taiwanese were shown around the reserve and met
key stakeholders in the area. Then in the afternoon
they visited a mangrove forest and water treatment
plant before meeting with Mr. Daeng. A former
fisher and hunter, he is now a bird guide and local
conservation star who for over 20 years has worked
to help the breeding Malayan Plover population. He
shared his story with the guests and explained to
them some of the issues he faces in doing his work.

Meeting local Thai conservationist Mr. Daeng

The next day began with the group looking
for Spoon-billed Sandpipers at Pak Thale before
meeting with government officials. Present were
representatives of the local government (the
Sub-district Administrative office) and Regional
government (the Department of marine and Coastal
Resources). On behalf of the Taiwanese delegation,
Ms. Chen Yu-ping of the Taiwan Environmental &
Planning Association presented about the conflict
between green energy projects and wildlife habitat
in Taiwan before Dr. Lin of TBRI presented on
the importance and history of Taiwan’s salt pan
wetlands. After this the government officials made

M3 25



speeches about their work and their thoughts
on this important issue. This was followed by a
discussion with the Thai officials. One particular
area of focus was on combatting coastal erosion.

That night, there was an NGO sharing
session. Taking place online and in person, the
BCST president Dr. Petch opened the event.
Presentations were made by the TWBF, BFSA,
KWBS, Wetlands Taiwan, and the BCST on
various topics such as community engagement,
conservation work, and citizen science. After the
presentations, all participants were called on to
discuss how to take the conversations forward and
ways to collaborate into the future.

On the third and final day, the Taiwanese team
was taken to Koh Kham, another wintering site for
the Spoon-billed Sandpiper. In the morning they paid
a visit to the Koh Kham Conservation Club to learn
more about the area and meet community leaders.
This was followed by a trip in the afternoon to visit a
women'’s group that creates soap and health/beauty
projects using local salt. The Baanya Sea Salt Farm
is run by local women and supports efforts to help
women improve their livelihoods while also working
toward sustainability and environmental goals. While
there, the guests from Taiwan were able to take a
tour of the site and make some of their own health
and beauty products.

The trip was a great success and both the
Taiwanese and Thai participants look forward
to collaborating more on salt pan wetland and
migratory bird conservation in the future!

Visiting the Baanya Sea Salt Farm
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Taiwan Salt Pan Wetland Conservation
Alliance- Site Visit in Thailand

Y Khwankhao Sinhaseni / Executive Director of BCST

The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation (TWBF) and
the alliance of conservation groups from Taiwan
focusing on salt pan wetland conservation visited
the Bird Conservation Society of Thailand (BCST)
for three days from 14-16 November 2023. They
came to experience and learn about key sites
for shorebird conservation in privately-owned
protected areas in Thailand. Traditional salt pans
provide great habitat for shorebirds and create
benefits for humans through salt products at Ban
Pak Thale Nature Reserve, Petch Buri Province and
Ban Kok Kham Community Conservation Group,
Samut Sakorn Province.

The delegation was led by TWBF president
Chang Jui-lin and TWBF director of international
affairs Scott Pursner. Alliance organizations
included the TWBF, Wild Bird Society of Tainan, the
Black-faced Spoonbill Conservation Association,
the Taiwan Environmental & Planning Association,
and the Taiwan Environmental & Planning
Association. Other attendees represented the

wnfiriih iy i o sh T4 dou Bon g
it
L ST

Kaohsiung Wild Bird Society and the Taiwan
Biodiversity Research Institute. In total about 14
visitors from Taiwan came, meeting with six BCST
core staff, six local government representatives,
five community leaders of Bam Pak Thale and
another four community leaders of Ban Kok Kham.
The purpose was to share experiences on salt pan
wetland management as well as challenges and

opportunities for shorebird conservation.

Pak Thale Nature Reserve




Salt pan wetlands are a unique semi-manmade
habitat which provides great roosting and foraging
for many shorebird species. Thailand has many
important wetlands for waterbirds in the East Asia-
Australasian Flyway, especially coastal wetlands.
This includes the intertidal mudflats and salt pans
of the Inner Gulf of Thailand south of Bangkok
which support species like the globally threatened
Spoon-billed Sandpiper (Calidris pygmaeus) and
Nordmann's Greenshank (Tringa guttifer). One of the
most outstanding sites in the Inner Gulf is the Laem
Pak Bia and Pak Thale flyway site in Phetchaburi
Province. In 2019, BCST and other key stakeholders
worked to strengthen area habitat protection by
purchasing about 7 ha for shorebird conservation.
This made it one of the first sites in Southeast Asia
owned by non-government actors. Called the Pak
Thale Nature Reserve, BCST's goals for the salt
pans included improving site management and
working closely with local communities to engage
with them on long-term protection of the wetland.

The TWBF and the rest of the team from
Taiwan visited Pak Thale Nature Reserve for
birdwatching and to meet Pak Thale community
leaders. In their talks the group learned about
site management, nature-based tourism, and the
development of a program for training local bird
guides. Moreover, an official meeting with local
government agencies, the Department of Marine
and Coastal Resource (DMCR) and Ban Laem Sub-
district Administration Office (TAO), was organized
by BCST. The officials were interested in learning
about ways they could improve nature-based
tourism by highlighting the iconic Spoon-billed
Sandpiper and develop local industry for products
related to natural sea salt and aquaculture (clams,
crabs etc.). The goal of these actions is to attract
more tourists and generate income for the local
community. They hope it can be done through
working with BCST to promote migratory birds as
well as adding value to the sea salt cultivated there.

Official meeting with local government at Ban Pak Thale, TAO Office

Apart from visiting Pak Thale, the team also
had the opportunity to see the royal project Laem
Pak Bai Research Center. There, wastewater from
Petcha Buri municipality is treated by aquatic plants
and mangrove forests before being released into
the sea. The habitat is also good for nature-based
tourism as many bird species such as cormorant
and egret can be seen there. Moreover, night walks
are possible for seeing reptiles, nocturnal birds etc.

Mangrove forests at the water treatment and research center site

On the last day, the team visited Ban Kok
Kham Shorebird Conservation Group for bird
watching and experience sharing. The KKSCG team
talked about how they fought some mega projects
such as solar farms and tollway road construction
in the salt pans by using data on endangered
shorebird species and their habitats in the area. In
fact, just that morning, everyone was lucky enough
to see Spoon-billed Sandpipers up close in the salt
pan next to the education center.
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Kok Kham Center of Community Conservation Group
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Visit to Women’s Group producing sea salt soap and spa products

46 M3

In the afternoon we visited a sea salt soap and
spa product production center managed by a Kok
Kham women’s group. We also attended a small
workshop on how to make the soap. The women
also explained the process of salt production and
how the area is managed.

At the end of these three days, BCST and the
Taiwan team had shared a lot of experiences on
managing salt pans to benefit birds and humans via
working with the government, using scientific data,
and engaging with the community. The goals for
everyone were the same, conserve birds and their
habitat while working to help generate income for
the community. We all agreed this mission is too
great for one organization, so we should collaborate
more and support each other’s efforts in order to
make our work more impactful for birds and our
planet.
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