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Taiwan Launches

Morrison's Fulvetta Collecting Nesting Materials (TWBF)

First National Bird Atlas Project

Y The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation & The Taiwan Biodiversity Research Institute

In January 2024, The Taiwan Biodiversity
Research Institute (TBRI), the Taiwan Wild Bird
Federation (TWBF), and the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology officially launched Taiwan's first bird
atlas project (known as the Taiwan Bird Atlas). Its
goal is to complete detailed maps outlining the
distribution, breeding, and number of bird species
across Taiwan by 2028. Bird atlases are crucial for
documenting and conserving biodiversity. Similar
initiatives have been launched in 93 countries
worldwide, involving over 600 projects and the
participation of at least 380,000 people as of 2021.

10 My

The atlas project is done in coordination
with citizen-science powered eBird. Launched in
2002, eBird is a real-time, online platform initially
developed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology at
Cornell University and the National Audubon
Society. It allows users to upload their birdwatching
checklists and keep records of their sightings and
places visited. Beginning in 2015, the Taiwan
Biodiversity Research Institute and the Taiwan
Wild Bird Federation jointly launched the eBird
Taiwan portal. It has since become Taiwan's largest
open data source for biodiversity, with over one



million records as of 2023. Additionally, TBRI has
developed an Al tool for bird sound identification,
SILIC. The atlas project will build on these
foundations.

Organizers have already held preliminary events
in 2023, designing various activities to familiarize
Taiwan's birdwatchers and eBird users with the
relevant methods for doing the data collection.

More information can be found at the following:
Taiwan Bird Atlas Portal:

Website:
https:/ebird.org/atlastw/home

QR Code: El.:lm
O 3=r

eBird Taiwan

Facebook Page:
https:/www.facebook.com/
groups/959038217460271

Taiwan Bush Warbler (TWBF)

Already, over a 10-month period, a total of 297
individuals uploaded 14,974 checklists, with the
highest individual contribution being 1,525 lists.

The TBRI and TWBF welcome all nature
lovers who are interested in taking part in this
milestone work to contact them to learn more.
Those interested can also follow the eBird Taiwan
Facebook page for further updates.

SILIC Sound ID:

Website:
https:/silic.tbn.org.tw/
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Traveling Around Beautiful Taiwan
for Thirteen Days and
Not Just Looking for Birds

Written B Lucie HoSkovQ / Head of Development, Czech Society of Omithologyy

It was over twenty years ago that a joint photo
exhibition was organized by the Czech Society
for Ornithology (CSO) and Taipei Economic and
Cultural office in Prague. My organization, the
CSO, supplied photos of Important Bird Areas
while the Taiwanese side provided beautiful shots
of Taiwanese nature. | remember even back then
admiring the beauty of Taiwanese nature very much,
but | never thought that | would see it in person
twenty years later. Then last year, CSO director
and family friend Zdenek Vermouzek visited Taiwan
and his enthusiastic description as well as his
photographs capturing the island's beauty thrilled
me again. Finally, after watching Scott Pursner's
presentation on birdwatching and bird conservation
in Taiwan during his visit to Prague in December
2023, the destination of my family’s next holiday
was decided. We would visit Taiwan.

Preparing the trip was extrememly easy
because we don't need a visa, and even though
Taiwan is partly in a tropical zone, we didn't need
any vaccinations. Plus, there is now a direct flight
connection from Prague to Taipei.

It was a challenge to plan the route though.
We were a family of four and everyone has
different interests. Of course, we were all looking
forward to experiencing Taiwanese nature and
culture, but | am most interested in birdwatching
while my husband Michael, currently serving as a
president of Europarc Federation, is very interested
in protected areas and their management. Our son
who wants to study geography and international
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Photos B Michael HoSek

relations is particularly interested in cities, modern
architecture and geographical and historical
contexts. Meanwhile our daughter is mainly
interested in people and animals—the cuter, the
better. Needless to say, striking a balance and
planning such a trip for less than two weeks was
not easy. But with the kind help of Scott and his
colleagues, it all got worked out and | can already
say that everyone was more than satisfied and

enthusiastic with the travel schedule.

R AR . - s
Birds in Taiwan are much tamer than we are used to in Europe.
This Malayan Night Heron is a good example.



Here is a brief description of the main
places visited and our impressions
Taipei — A really big city, full of contrasts.
Its hustle and bustle helped us overcome our
extreme fatigue and the ever-present jet lag. Nice
parks full of birds and flowering trees. Large and
monumental Liberty Square, presidential palace and
other interesting buildings. Good coffee and first
experience with tasty Taiwanese food. Beautiful
lantern festival and our first Night Market which
was a truly memorable experience. Above all—our
kind and knowledgeable guide Scott, who helped
us understand and enjoy the city much more than if
we'd been alone.

The Lantern Festival made Taipei a special place of many colors at
night.

Tourists from Europe especially appreciate the playfulness with which
dragons are incorporated into everyday life, even in transport, in the
Year of the Dragon.

Pinglin — A nice small town, surrounded by tea
plantations. At the Tea Museum, we found mention
of famous Czech writer Karel Capek and how he
invented the word “robot”. We also had an amazing tea
tasting with the tea farmer, who was also very nice.

Taroko National Park — A breathtaking
gorge of unbelievable proportions with beautiful
waterfalls, suspension bridges, the Water Curtain
Cave, cheeky monkeys, magnificent temples and
shrines with a panorama of mountains in the
background and many colourful birds.

The Water Curtain Cave is not only fun for tourists, but also a
beautiful demonstration of what water can do to limestone.

Kenting Peninsula — Palms everywhere,
another great Night Market with lots of fresh

seafood, remnants of uplifted coral reefs overgrown
with the aerial roots of banyan trees. Amazing

. &
Kenting National Park, an example of primary forest, is easily
accessible to tourists.
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coastline and swimming in a pleasantly warm sea.
Eluanbi Light House and its surroundings. Beautiful
encounters with rays, sharks, countless fish (and
beluga whales!) at the National Museum of Marine
Biology and Aquarium.

Coral reefs, uplifted by geological processes, are a great breeding
grounds for vegetation. In this case, the banyan tree.

Kaohsiung — Though the approach was a
bit depressing as we were stuck in traffic in the
industrial outskirts, we liked this modern city very
much. A lovely half-day trip to Shoushan with
many monkeys, many steps, and many breathtaking
views. Walking around Love River, seeing the great
modern architecture. We took in an amazing sunset
on Cijin island though it was terribly crowded
with people as it was on the 2/29 public holiday.
And there was another great Night Market.
Formosa Boulevard Station was the most beautiful
metro station | had ever seen. Lotus Pond was very
interesting and colorful though we found the temples,
and dragons and pagodas there a bit too touristy.
Foguanshan was a a remarkable place with an
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The marine aquarium in Kenting is a rarity not only because of the
abundance and species diversity of fish you can see there, but also
how close you are to them.

The beluga whale at the Kenting Aquarium is not only rare but also
playful, interested in visitors.

" ) Y i Sl
Dinner at night markets is always interesting, varied, and fun. In
addition, it allows you to experience the cultural diversity of the
different regions of Taiwan.

incredibly peaceful atmosphere. It was also looks very
touristy, but the 120 m statue of the seated Buddha
is really impressive and the beauty of the shrine with
the white jade reclining Buddha is stunning.



Dasyueshan National Forest
Recreation Area — Breathtaking mountains,
mysterious misty forests, sakura trees covered
with lichen, giant thousand-year-old cypress
trees. An adrenaline rush going through thick fog.
Accommodation in cozy cabins located right in the
forest. Cold weather compared to the rest of our

stay but heated electric blankets in the beds solved
that. And the birds!

Shoushan in Kaohsiung - It is rare to step out of the modern city
directly into the wilderness, full of dense vegetation, birds and
monkeys, of course!

Tainan — A beautiful historic city which
unfortunately we didn't have enough time to visit.
Beautiful temples and narrow streets decorated with
lanterns. An illuminated gazebo on the lake with
dozens of bats flying around. And amazing morning
of birdwatching at the Taijiang National Park.

The giant trees in Dasyueshan breathe history and remember a lot -
they are more than a thousand years old.

We really liked the ubiquitous lanterns, which gave the cities a
special spiritual atmosphere at night.

In Dasyueshan visitors are accommodated directly in the forest.

Taipei again — arriving in Taipei on a multi-
level highway like something out of a science
fiction movie. Nice visit to the TWBF office for
a meeting with Scott and Dali Lin from Taiwan
Biodiversity Research Institute. Climbing the 600
steps up Elephant Mountain and being rewarded
with incredible views of Taipei 101. A stimulating

it _,_-—-’" - _. - " L b AT =
Access to bird observation platform in Taijiang NP leaves no one in
doubt which rare bird is the focus here.
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discussion with Scott about possible future
collaboration between our organizations. One last

stroll through the city streets and one last visit to
the Night Market before heading to the airport.

The author of the article and Scott Pursner at Elephant Mountain.
Scott got that shirt from the CSO when he was in Prague in
December 2023. The Barn Swallows symbolize how birds connect

our world as they are found in both the Czech Republic and Taiwan.

Birdwatching in Taiwan

I will not hide the fact that one of my main
goals during the trip was birdwatching and the
desire to see as many Taiwanese endemics as
possible, at least one "blue pheasant", and wintering
Black -faced Spoonbills. | can say with confidence
that | fulfilled this basic goal, although | missed
many bird species of course. In the end, | recorded
90 species on my bird list, of which about 40 were
lifers, including 14 endemics.

My first Taiwanese endemic was the beautifully
colored Taiwan Barbet. Scott pointed it out to me
and my family in Daan Park during a tour of Taipei
City the day we landed. Getting an extremely close
sighting of a Malayan Night heron and observing
a nesting colony of Black-crowned Night Herons,
Little Egrets, and Cattle Egrets was also very nice.
On our second day, in Pinglin, my family was
lucky enough to see two Taiwan Blue Magpies
flying. Unfortunately this was our only sighting of
the whole trip. In Pinglin | was also delighted to
see a Black Kite and Plumbeous Water Redstart.
After arriving to the east coast, we were abit
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disappointed that we did not have enough time to
take a closer look at the rice paddies, where many
herons and waders weere foraging or roosting.

Taroko NP did not disappoint us—my daughter
was thrilled to finally see Formosan Macaques
and we all enjoyed seeing some really colorful
bird species—not just endemics like Yellow Tit or
Chestnut Bellied Tit, but also Gray-chinned Minivet
and Rufous-capped Babbler. As we left Taroko
early in the morning, two beautiful Yellow Throated
Martens watched us curiously from the side of the
road.

There wasn't much time for birdwatching as
we headed down the east coast, but at least we did
get excited when we realized that what we thought
was a Light-vented Bulbul was actually the endemic
Styan’s Bulbul! From the bridge at scenic Sanxiantai,
we also spotted a hunting Pacific Reef Heron.

In Kenting, the birdwatching was a big
disappointment at first, with the Kenting Forest
Recreation Area a stunning place with uplifted
coral reefs covered with banyan trees, but almost
no birds tp be seen. Getting up early the next
morning, a walk around the accommodation
revealed different results. | saw Gray Treepie, Black
Drongo, a flock of White-shouldered Starlings and
a beautiful Black-naped Oriole.

We then visited the Long Luan Lake Nature
Centre. Using their telescopes, we were able to
see many waterbirds. Aside from for the Eastern
Spot-billed Duck and Intermediate Egret, they
were all well-known Eurasian species such as Great
Cormorant, Great Egret, Eurasian Wigeon, Tufted
Duck, common Pochard and Northern Shoveler.
However, watching an Osprey eating a fish it just
caught fish via webcam in the visitor's centre was
really interesting. The rest of that day belonged to
fish rather than birds—unless you count penguins
and puffins. We visited the aquarium in Kenting
and enjoyed it very much, particularly the beluga
whales. We didn't see the whale shark as we



had originally wanted to, as we found out it was
released back into the sea seven years ago. We
hope it's still doing well there.

We really enjoyed our time at Shoushan in
Kaohsiung. True, there are monkeys everywhere,
even with babies which were pretty cute. But we
also saw the Crested Serpent Eagle, the endemic
Taiwan Scimitar Babbler (which | really liked!) and
Morisson’s Fulvetta.

The best birding moments for me came at
the end of our trip—first a visit to Taijing NP and
then 2 days in Dasyueshan. In Taijing NP | fulfilled
my dream of seeing a Black-faced Spoonbill—
near the closed-for-the-day Black-faced Spoonbill
Conservation Association Center we saw a flock of
11 of these beautiful birds along with many familiar
waders such as Black-winged Stilt, Pied Avocet,
Kentish Plover, Common Redshank, Common
Greenshank and Dunlin. A Black-shouldered Kite
also flew in to see us. We saw another Black-
faced Spoonbill from a nearby observatory which
was equipped with Swarovski telescopes manned
by volunteers. Here, however, we were more
interested in the large flock of Caspian Terns
accompanied by Whiskered Terns, Whimbrels, and
Pacific Golden Plovers. | would have liked to spend
much more time in the Taijiang NP, but we needed
to get to Dasyueshan within five hours, so we had

to leave Tainan after three hours of nice observing.

Dasyueshan is a truly breathtaking area.
Unfortunately, we could not admire the changing
vegetation along the way uphill drive because a
thick fog had rolled in, making our journey very
adventurous. The stress of driving through the fog
was eased a bit when we all saw a beautiful male
Swinhoe'’s Pheasant perched right on a guardrail.

The Dasyueshan National Forest Recreation
Area is simply beautiful. We loved the place
immediately. And the birds! The morning after we
arrived, even though it was raining, | added Green-
backed Tit, the very cute Black-throated Tit and

two other endemics—White-eared Sibia and Taiwan
Yuhina to my bird list. The next day we saw more
endeimcs such as the Collared Bush-Robin, White-
whiskered Laughingtrush, Taiwan Flamecrest, but
also old familiar friends suchs as the Eurasian
Nutcracker and Eurasian Nuthatch, a couple of
the most common birds of the Czech Republic.
We also met many Taiwanese birdwatchers and
photographers. Right b our accommodation
we could observe a Reeve's Muntjac and about
five incredibly cute Red and White Giant Flying
Squirrels. Unfortunately we were not lucky enough
to see a Mikado Pheasant, but at least we had a
Taiwan Vivid Niltava and a Taiwan Whistling Thrush
on the way down from the mountains. Though we
didn't want to go....

Finally, Our Overall Impressions and
What We Liked the Most

Definitely the people—Taiwanese are really
friendly and nice, always willing to help although
the conversation often took place via mobile phone
translation. We had many pleasant encounters,
including drinking tea at a tea maker’s place in
Pinglin and meeting the enthusiastic multilingual
Steve. He was a volunteer a temple in Lotus Pond,
and helpfully explained the basics of Taoism to us
in a combination of English, German and Polish
and was excited to practice languages he doesn't
normally get to use. There was also the elderly
couple up at Shoushan who handed out tea and
umeboshi prunes as well as a wonderful women
at our Dasyueshan National Forest Recreation
Area accommodation who helped prepare special
vegetarian meals for our daughter.

We loved the beautiful temples everywhere—
full of light, colour, and positivity. They could
be found all over. It didn’'t matter if it was in the
mountains or a cities, a big street or a small alleys.
Sometimes we even saw shrines in a home's
garage.
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We also admired the good tourism
infrastructure. Roads and hiking trails were in very
good condition and the visitor centres were well-
equipped, even providing telescopes for observing
birds. It was also surpriosing to see clean and well-
equipped toilets even in remote parts of protected
areas etc. We also really appreciated the hard work
of the volunteers we often met. We should (and
want to) share Taiwan as an example in this regard
with people in Czechia.

| can't forget the food — Taiwanese cuisine
is really great and we enjoyed it very much.
Compared to Czech cuisine it is much more varied,
healthier, and uses more fruits and vegetables and
less pastries. Of course we in Czechia don't have
the opportunity to enjoy fresh fish and seafood as
a landlocked country. And because we love tea,
we were really excited that there was great tea
available everywhere, be it hot, cold, or in bubble
tea form. Even the coffee is excellent in Taiwan. We
all loved the waffles filled with ice cream (especially
the matcha flavor) sold at 7-11 and the freshly
prepared waffle cookies filled with black sesame,
sweet beans or custard. And the mochi! Sometimes
we came across quite unusual dishes, especially at
the Night Markets. We even tasted some of them
but we didn't dare to try Stinky Tofu, sorry...

The high population density, especially in the
western part of the island, brings with it traffic jams
much worse than those in the Czech Republic. The
massive use of scooters also really surprised us—
they really were everywhere. Sometimes it felt like
too much for us and we didn't feel completely safe,
either driving or walking through the city. Aside
from this, we felt the overall security level of Taiwan
is very high indeed.

In conclusion, | can only add that we did not
want to leave Isla Formosa and that we really hope
to return one day. In the meantime, | look forward
to further collaboration between CSO and TWBF,
as Scott and | have already come up with some
ideas. | will certainly spread my enthusiasm for your
beautiful country and, by the way, a field trip of
Czech Society for Ornithology members to Taiwan
should take place next year.

PS: While finishing this article, we learned the news of a strong earthquake that struck Taiwan. Natural
disasters are always horrible, but this one feels worse because we now know the places, having recently
been to them and we are thinking of you all the more. We really do hope that all readers and their loved
ones are safe, that the damage and losses are kept to a minimum, and that the repair and recovery of the

affected areas takes place is as quick as possible.
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Soaring on the Wings of Giants ——
35 Years of the Taiwan Wild Bird Federation

EY Scoft Pursner / TWBF Director of International Affairs

Part 1: A Historical Review of Ornithological Study and Birdwatching Groups in Taiwan

Beginnings (1854-1895)

Ornithological study and documentation in
Taiwan did not begin until the mid to late 1800s
(6). There are a few major reasons for this. The first
is that, though indigenous peoples have lived in
Taiwan for thousands of years and have collected
intimate knowledge of various species including
birds, their records were not written. Later, when
waves of immigration came to Taiwan in the 17th
and 18th centuries, officials of the Qing court
documented their observations of species, but
these records were not very descriptive or scientific
in nature, and sometimes referred to different
species with the same names. Only when Western
ornithologists and collectors came to Taiwan did
the modern, scientific study of birds truly begin
(6). The first such record took place on September
25, 1854, when a US Navy survey vessel passed
through the seas of Taiwan. William Stimpson, a
scientist on board, recorded observations of Little
Terns and Barn Swallows (6).

Little Tern (Source: TWBF)

Two vyears later Robert Swinhoe, a British
diplomat, naturalist, and explorer, made his first
trip to Taiwan and would later be credited with
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introducing Taiwan's birds to the world. Stationed
in Kaohsiung from 1861 to 1866 as British Vice
Consul, he described many of Taiwan's bird species
for the first time in the British journal Ibis between
1860 and 1877. One of those articles was Taiwan's
first bird checklist, "The Ornithology of Formosa,
or Taiwan" which was published in 1863 (1, 2). At
that point, the number of known species was 201
(1). He also described some now-widely known
species such as the Black-faced Spoonbill and
the Fairy Pitta, though he identified the latter as
a type of Blue Pitta. By the end of his tenure, he
had identified 226 species, including five endemic
species. Due to his efforts, many species bear today
his name (4).

After Swinhoe left, more researchers came.
This included the 1873 visit by University of
Michigan Professor Joseph Beal Steere (namesake
of the endemic Steere's Liocichla), as well as the
discovery by Swede A.P. Holst of the endemic
Yellow Tit in 1893. When John David Digues La
Touche served as British Consul to southern China
from 1892 to 1895, he came to Taiwan three times
and recorded over 100 species (4).

Endemic Yellow Tit (Source: TWBF)



The Japanese Colonial Period (1895-1945)

Prior to 1895, the Qing Dynasty controlled the
western third of what is now Taiwan island, an area
comprised mainly of plains, wetlands, coasts and
foothills. It was therefore also the area where the
majority of the period's ornithological study took
place. This dynamic changed in 1895 when Japan,
after defeating the Qing in the Sino-Japanese War,
annexed Taiwan as part of the Japanese empire (4).

The new Japanese colonial government
launched efforts to study its new colony's flora
and fauna, including birds. In 1896, scholars Fujita
Nobunobu and Namiye Motoyoshi of Tokyo Imperial
University (today's University of Tokyo) published
an article entitled "Report on Taiwan Animals in
the New Imperial Territory" in the Japanese Journal
of Zoology. It listed the known birds of Taiwan
and translations of the works of Swinhoe and La
Touche. This article can be regarded as the first
attempt by the Japanese colonial administration
to understand Taiwan's birds (4). That same year
Tokyo Imperial University sent Tsunasuke Tada to
Taiwan to collect animal specimens. He stayed in
Taiwan for 17 months (6). Though he made no
new discoveries, it still marked the first time that
Japanese academics had investigated Taiwan's
fauna (4).

In 1902, the first museum in Taiwan, the State
Educational Museum, was founded in the southern
city of Tainan by the Japanese (1). This museum
became one of two main repositories for Taiwan's
ornithological knowledge during the Japanese
colonial period.

In January 1906, seasoned British collector
Walter Goodfellow arrived in Taiwan. With an
entourage of Japanese police and porters he
made an expedition to east Asia's tallest mountain,
Yushan or Jade Mountain (3,952 m). During this trip
to Taiwan's mid- and high-elevation environments,
he collected many bird species and discovered six
new Taiwanese endemics (4), including the Mikado

Pheasant. Its discovery sparked great interest

among British collectors, including specimen trader
Alan Owston who was based in Yokohama, Japan.
He dispatched collector Kikuchi Yonetaro to Taiwan
that November. Kikuchi captured over 20 Mikado
Pheasants which were later sold to Europeans and
Americans. They were the first specimens of male
Mikado Pheasants known to Westerners (4, 6).

Endemic Mikado Pheasant (Female on left, male on right)
(Source: TWBF)

In 1907, Scottish ornithologist William Robert
Ogilvie Grant and La Touche compiled a new
checklist for Taiwan's birds entitled "On the Birds of
the Island of Formosa", again in the British journal
Ibis. It described a total of 260 species (4).

In 1908, the Japanese colonial government
established the Taiwan Governor Museum (today's
Taiwan National Museum). Its early bird specimens
were also supplied by Kikuchi (4).

The National Taiwan Museum



In 1912 Goodfellow returned to Taiwan to
catch more Mikado Pheasants, with a goal of
breeding them in the UK (4). This would be the
last trip by a big Western collector. After this, due
to World War | and a sense that most of what
could be discovered had been discovered, general
interest from the West in Taiwanese ornithology
diminished. At the same time, Uchida Seinosuke of
Tokyo Imperial University published "A Checklist
of Taiwanese Birds". This article described a total
of 290 species (4), and represented a shift from
Western scholars to Japanese researchers and
scientists in the study of Taiwan birds.

Three years later, in 1915, Uchida published
The Birds of Japan, with its third volume entirely
devoted to Taiwan. There were 301 species known
by that time (1).

In 1916, Japanese ornithologist Kuroda
Nagamichi was invited by the office of Taiwan's
governor-general to come to Taiwan. During his
time in Taiwan, a little over a month, he described
and added 34 new species. This marked the first
time that new records in Taiwan were described
and published by a Japanese researcher. It can also
be said to be the first major attempt by a Japanese
scientist to make a major breakthrough in Taiwan's
ornithology (4). With his article, the number of bird
species known to occur in Taiwan rose to 335 (1).
Five years later, in 1921, Kuroda Nagamichi and
Horikawa Yasuiti published The Complete Records
of Taiwanese Birds, with 338 species (6).

The 1930s saw two Japanese aristocrats who
were also bird enthusiasts make their mark on
Taiwanese ornithology. In 1930, Duke Takatsuka
Nobusuke published several new records on
Taiwanese birds based on specimens he had
purchased. Two years later, Marquis Yamashina
Yoshimaro sent collector Orii Hyojiro to Taiwan
for bird specimens. He would later send other
collectors in 1935, 1937, and 1939 (4). This
marked Yamashina as the first person to conduct
a continued study of Taiwan's avifauna (6). As he
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also looked at ecological behaviors and created
checklists and specimen data, he is also considered
a pioneer in the study of bird breeding in Taiwan (4).

Yamashina's collection proved vital to our
current knowledge of Taiwan's ornithological
history (2). This is not just because it had over 300
specimens by 1939, but also because it was the
only such collection of specimens and data in Japan
to survive both the Great Kanto Earthquake of
1923 and World War Il (4). The Yamashina Institute
of Ornithology was officially founded in 1942.

While there were no formally trained Taiwanese
ornithologists during the Japanese colonial period,
several Taiwanese became involved in ornithology
on a personal basis, and the contributions of one
individual stand out. Oo Ukyu, a middle school
teacher at today's Changrong Senior High School
in Tainan City, was one of the only recognized
Taiwanese zoologists at the time. He devoted
himself to the study of zoology, and authored more
than ten books, including on butterflies, moths, and
mammals. His two extant papers on birds, "Bird
Breeding of Tainan" and "Nesting Characteristics
of the Plain Martin" were the first using modern
scientific methods authored by a Taiwanese
ornithologist (4, 6). His contributions to the field
were cut short, however, by his untimely passing in
1938 at the age of 32.

By 1941, World War Il had brought Japanese
ornithological work in Taiwan to a halt. Then in
1945, a fire caused by an air raid destroyed the
Tainan Museum. This dramatic event can be said to
symbolize the end of the Japanese colonial period
in terms of ornithological study in Taiwan (6).

The Interrupted Years (1945-1963)

After World War I, Japanese researchers and
collectors began to leave Taiwan (1), and the field
of ornithological study in Taiwan lay fallow for
nearly 20 years. It could be viewed as lost years for
Taiwanese ornithology (2, 4). However, in 1950,
Japanese ornithologists Hachisuka Masauji and



Udagawa Tatsuo compiled a review of the prior
century of ornithological work in Taiwan, highlighting
the work that had been done during the era of
Japanese colonial rule (2). Entitled Contributions to
the Ornithology of Formosa and separated into two
parts, the review was published in the journal of the
National Taiwan Museum in 1950 and 1951. In total,
394 species of birds (including subspecies) were
listed. This major work served as the foundation for
Taiwanese ornithological development in the latter
half of the 20th century, and is still referenced by
researchers today (6).

A wave of migration from mainland China to
Taiwan beginning in 1945 brought some zoologists
but no ornithologists. There was one book of note
which came out during this period. In 1956, then-
director of the National Taiwan Museum Johnson T.F.
Chen published "A Synopsis of the Birds of Taiwan"
as part of the first scientific document on zoology
created in Chinese, The Vertebrates of Taiwan.
However, the chapter on birds relied entirely on
Western and Japanese ornithological records (1). It
was revised again in 1969, though the data on birds
remained largely the same. It was only in 1984 that
a second revision included more substantial new
information on Taiwan’s birds.

The MAPS Project (1964-1973)

Modern ornithological research and
birdwatching in Taiwan has its beginnings in 1963,
the year that the Migratory Animal Pathological
Survey (MAPS) began. Launched by the US Army,
MAPS aimed to understand the migration of Asian
birds and the roles migratory birds played in the
spread of infectious diseases such as Japanese
encephalitis (6). Led by American entomologist,
ornithologist and epidemiologist H. Eliot McClure
from 1963 to 1971, the survey involved 13 teams
in nine countries: Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
the Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and
India. In total, it documented 1,165,288 birds from
1,218 species (3).
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MAPS Annual Progress Report 1966 (Source: TWBF Archives)

News about this study was brought to Taichung
City's Tunghai University by Prof. Ke-Qin Sun, who
previously had worked in the Second Research Unit
of the US Navy (NAMRU II) in Taipei. Prof. Paul
Alexander of the Biology Department of Tunghai
University agreed to lead the Taiwan project, but
it was Sheldon Severinghaus, a newcomer to
the University, who spearheaded the fieldwork.
Taiwanese ornithologist and former TWBF president
Lucia Liu Severinghaus took part in the MAPS
project. As she put it"Alexander had a degree
in physiology. He loved birds and watched birds
but was not a field person. My husband (Sheldon
Severinghaus) had a B.S. in zoology and was a
birdwatcher who had participated in field research
programs growing up. He arrived at Tunghai
University when the MAPS program was starting. He
asked Alexander and received permission to attend
the first meeting on campus as an observer.

3 35



According to her account, Alexander gave S.
Severinghaus the green light to lead the Taiwan
field teams, train the workers, and manage the
field program in Taiwan. The project started with
international training programs organized by McClure
to standardize field procedures and data collection.
There were annual international meetings involving
all the field team leaders to share information and to
strengthen cooperation. The Taiwan field program
lasted from 1964 to 1971, with only one species
banded in 1971. By the time the project ended, the
Taiwanese team had captured and banded more
than 160,000 birds (3).

The MAPS project collected a large amount of
important knowledge on avian migration in Taiwan
and in Asia. It remains the only large-scale study in
Taiwan to the present day (6). It also produced most
of Taiwan's first generation of ornithological field
researchers. In addition, those trained during the
MAPS project subsequently played a decisive role in
the development of Taiwanese birdwatching (1, 3).

: 1 GUIDE TN

Taiwan's first bird guide published in 1970
(Source: TWBF Archives)
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It was around the mid- to late 1960s that
the idea of birdwatching was introduced to the
Taiwanese public. One of the first efforts in this
area came from S. Severinghaus, who wrote a
column in the English-language newspaper The
China Post aimed at helping people recognize
wild birds (6). These materials were later compiled
and published in 1970 as Taiwan's first bird guide,
A Guide to the Birds of Taiwan. Written by S.
Severinghaus, Alexander, and student Kang Guo-
wei, the guide contained information in both
English and Chinese on 117 species (3, 4).

Bringing Birds to the People
(1970s and 1980s)

The early 1970s saw the ornithological seed4
Lings planted in the 1960s begin to bear fruit. In
1972, while the MAPS project was ending, Taiwan's
Forestry Bureau (now the Forestry and Nature
Conservation Agency) launched the Ecological
Survey of Forest Birds of Taiwan. Lasting until
1975, it was both the first research ever funded by
the Taiwan government, and the first bird research
solely conducted by Taiwanese ornithologists,
mainly carried out by former MAPS workers Peter
Chen and Yan Chong-wei (1, 2). Meanwhile, S.
Severinghaus did his PhD at Cornell, focusing on
Mikado and Swinhoe's Pheasants. This was the
first Taiwan-specific study of individual species in
the post-war era (4). In 1974, the Forestry Bureau
adopted recommendations by S. Severinghaus
based on his PhD study and established the
Chuyunshan Wildlife Protected Area in southern
Pingtung County. The move stopped logging across
6,200 ha of mixed broadleaf-conifer forest, which
was prime habitat for Swinhoe's Pheasants and
numerous other species, and which made up the
largest protected area of that time (6).

OQOutside of academia, birdwatching was
beginning to gain traction. On September 5, 1973,
in the Tamsui apartment of American Jack Moyle,
about a dozen Taiwanese and Americans gathered
to discuss their interest in birdwatching. As L.



Severinghaus, who attended these gatherings, put
it, "Americans in those days had large Western-
style homes. Moyle would invite bird-loving friends
to come and share food and chat about what birds
they recently saw. It planted the seed for forming
a birdwatching club in Taipei. That was how it got
started.”

This group used the English name the Taiwan
Bird Watcher's Club of the ROC, and it was the
forerunner of the Wild Bird Society of Taipei (2). In
1974, it became registered with the government
as the Taipei City Bird Club under the tutelage of
the Animal Protection Agency of the Republic of
China. This affiliation was necessary since at the
time Taiwan was under martial law and it was illegal
to declare an association. The ruling Kuomintang
limited the forming of civic groups to one per
category of affiliation. The APA was already related
to animals and sponsored by Chaing Kai-shek (2, 3).

In 1973, Blackshaw and S. Severinghaus,
both Americans, initiated a Christmas Bird Count
in the Lushan area of Nantou County based on
the Christmas Bird Count events conducted in the
US. As L. Severinghaus put it, "Ken Blackshaw was
especially enthusiastic in promoting this since he
had always been active in Christmas bird counts
in the USA. [Sheldon] and | were living at Tunghai
University. So, we talked to Alexander and decided
to hold the first count at Lushan.”

Over 30 birdwatchers from all over Taiwan
took part. As L. Severinghaus explained, "There
were a number of Tunghai students, faculty, and
various birdwatchers from other parts of Taiwan.
We stayed in the same lodge and the count took
place on one day. We were divided into groups and
assigned specific areas, then shared the results.”

After 1976, the event was supported by the
Taiwan Tourism Bureau and held on New Year's
Day, rather than Christmas. The count also grew
in size, taking place in three areas: Yangmingshan
in the north, Hehuanshan in central Taiwan, and

Kenting in the south (4, 2). The Taipei City Bird Club
went on to manage the count in the north. NYBC
counts were carried out until 1983 (2). However,
due to issues related to sponsorship as well as
survey systemization and schematics, the count
stopped until a revival took place some 30 years
later (2).

At the same time, outside of Taipei, there
were also movements underway. Peter Chen and
Yan Chong-wei were connecting with important
members of other burgeoning groups such as
John Wu Sen-hsiong in Taichung and Paul Chen in
Kaohsiung. They would work with them and other
like-minded individuals to help form birdwatching
groups in Taichung (1975) and Kaohsiung (1979),
both also under the umbrella of the Animal
Protection Association (7, 8). These were the
precursors of the Wild Bird Association of Taiwan
(in Taichung) and the Kaohsiung Wild Bird Society,
respectively (2).

Efforts to support birdwatching activities
continued in the 1970s. It was not limited to newly
forming birdwatching groups either. The Tourism
Bureau, under the Ministry of Transportation and
Communications, also promoted birdwatching
activities during this time thanks to the efforts of
Wild Bird Club of Taipei member, Hunter You. The
bureau even sponsored bird surveys of the Lanyang
River Estuary in Yilan County as well as heronries
throughout Taiwan proper (6).

New guidebooks also helped further the reach
of birdwatching. In 1976, the New Guide to the
Birds of Taiwan was published. This version, by S.
Severinghaus and Blackshaw, covered 201 species,
had color pictures, and featured both English and
Chinese descriptions. The Chinese in this guide also
included Zhuyin phonetic pronunciations for the
traditional Chinese characters. This helped many
pronounce the names of the birds, opening the
language of birding and ornithology to laypeople
(4). In 1980, another guide was published by
Zhang Wan-fu, another of the founding members
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of Taichung Birdwatching Club. It was the most
complete guide since World War Il, featuring 390
species and was also the first guide compiled
entirely by local authors using local information (4).
The Zhang guide would serve as the predecessor of
numerous other guides and information books on
birds published in Taiwan.

i-f! A NEW GUIDE TO THE
| BIRDS or TAIWAN

SEVERINGHAUS & BLACKSHAW
. S ¥ R %

Taiwan's second bird guide published in 1976
(Source: TWBF Archives)

In March 1979, the Wild Bird Club of Taipei
published the inaugural issue of Wild Birds, Taiwan's
first birdwatching periodical, which featured
information on birding trips, recent observations,
and general ornithological information. More and
more people were becoming interested, and by
1980 the Taipei group had around 100 members (2).

However, Taiwan's fledgling birdwatching
movement still encountered many obstacles
and restrictions due to strict regulations under
martial law. Import restrictions led to high prices
for binoculars, pairs of which were often shared

38 'y

among birdwatchers (2, 6 ). Scopes were even
more difficult to come by, and were usually
procured on business trips to Japan or through
friends. Moreover, simply having such items in your
possession could bring scrutiny from authorities
(2). Meanwhile, without guides, new birdwatchers
in Taiwan relied heavily on international friends
for information on bird identification and other
materials. There were also heavy restrictions
on where birdwatching was possible. Most
mountainous areas were restricted, with general
citizens not having access under 'mountain access
regulations'. Any place that was considered sensitive
to national security was also off-limits, this included
many coastal areas, as well as wetland areas and
especially estuaries. At times these areas even had
soldiers on guard as a means to deter trespassing
(2).

Yet despite these restrictions, people
continued to birdwatch. In 1982 the Taipei
birdwatching group would rename itself the
Wild Bird Society of Taipei and in 1984, it would
become its own organization. The group by that
point had already been involved in society-level
activities when in fall 1978 members went to
investigate the hunting of Grey-faced Buzzards
in Pingtung County's Manzhou Township (2). This
investigation went hand-in-hand with work being
done by certain other groups like the Taichung Bird
Watching Club, led by John Wu Sen-hsiong. In the
late 1970s, while Wu was on a business trip to
the US and Japan, the national Audubon Society
and Wild Bird Society of Japan held meetings with
him on Brown Shrikes and Grey-faced Buzzards,
respectively. These two migratory species in Taiwan
were heavily threatened by hunting at that time (5).
Though conservation and ornithological study in
Taiwan was only in its early days and the country
was still under martial law, Taiwan's biodiversity and
environmental threats were already being discussed
internationally.

From the early 1980s, the central government
created new laws and studies to better understand



Grey-faced Buzzard (Source: TWBF)

Taiwan's environment and ecosystems. For instance,
the Construction and Planning Administration
(CPA) under the Ministry of the Interior in 1981
established a National Parks Division, which
was tasked with setting up Taiwan's national
park system (6). Kenting National Park, Taiwan's
first national park, was established in 1984 to
help conserve the natural resources and species
diversity there, including Grey-faced Buzzards (3).
In 1982, with the promulgation of the Cultural
Heritage Preservation Act, certain plant and animal
species were declared natural cultural landscapes.
Nine bird species, such as the Mikado Pheasant
and Mountain Hawk Eagle, gained protection under
the law. Also in 1984, the Council of Planning
and Development of the Ministry of Economic
Affairs included nature conservation as one of the
"Fourteen Important Constructions for the Coming
Six Years" (6). As a result, a conservation unit was
added to the Forestry Bureau under the Council
of Agriculture (COA) and charged with research

on nature and wildlife conservation, establishing
conservation areas, and promoting public education
on nature conservation (6).

By this point, some of the Taiwanese
students who studied at Tunghai University or
former participants in the MAPS program were
now teachers, and the activity of birdwatching
was spreading, with three groups in northern,
central and southern Taiwan. Individuals such as
Peter Chen, John Wu, and Lucia Liu Severinghaus
were connecting with international groups and
organizations in the rapidly developing field of
ornithology and conservation in Taiwan. In 1982,
the 1st East Asian Bird Protection Conference was
held in Korea, with representatives from Korea,
Japan and Taiwan (2). Taiwan's Animal Protection
Association and Tunghai University went on to host
the 2nd East Asian Bird Protection Conference in
Taiwan. On that occasion, representatives from
Japan, Indonesia, Korea, the Philippines, Thailand,
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and the US attended. Internationally known
ornithologist and then-director of the International
Council on Bird Protection (ICBP) Dr. Christoph
Imboden gave the opening address. Together these
developments thrust Taiwan's conservation efforts
into the international spotlight (5).

At the same time, members of the general
public were engaging with birds and birdwatching
more than ever before amid growing local interest
and the increasing promotion of birdwatching
activities in newspapers. Also, after the campaigns
to help save the Grey-faced Buzzards and Brown
Shrikes, the public were gaining more of an
appreciation for, and interest in, Taiwan's natural
environment. In 1985, a series of birdwatching
events held from April 14 to May 5, 1985, co-
hosted by the Minsheng Daily newspaper and the
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