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International Exchange on
Bird Atlases Held with
Czech Society for Ornithology

On March 14, 2025, representatives from
the Taiwan Wild Bird Federation (TWBF), Taiwan
Biodiversity Research Institute, and Czech Society
for Ornithology (CSO) gathered to exchange
knowledge on bird atlases. This significant meeting,
the first in-person discussion of its kind, marked
an important step in strengthening Taiwan’s
international collaboration efforts and improving its
bird atlas work.

The Taiwan Wild Bird Federation first
established ties with the Czech Society for
Ornithology in 2020. Since then, both organizations
have engaged in various joint initiatives to
strengthen their collaboration. Over the years,
various events and activities have taken place to
facilitate this exchange. These included a visit by
CSO Director Zdenék Vermousek and his family in
December of 2022, followed by an online webinar
on citizen science in March 2023. In December
2023, the TWBF Director of International Affairs
Scott Pursner visited Prague to meet with CSO staff
and present on Taiwan’s birds and conservation
efforts. Collaborative discussions continued into
2024, with CSO'’s vice-director visiting Taiwan and
discussing education and outreach with TWBF
staff.

During the March 2025 meeting, Director
Vermousek shared insights from CSO’s experience
in completing their national bird atlas. Czechia has
successfully conducted four bird atlases, the most
recent of which took place between 2014 and

10 My

EY TWBF International Affairs Division

CSO Director Zdenék Vermousek presents TWBF president Robin
Chang and TBRI's Dr. Scott Lin with gifts from CSO.

, o —
Director Vermousek discusses CSO's bird atlasing methodology.



..............

2017. Meanwhile, the Taiwanese representatives
presented the progress of their first bird atlas,
which uses a framework created in coordination
with eBird. Taiwan’s bird atlas project began in
2023, with data collection scheduled to conclude
in 2028.

After the presentations, participants
discussed key aspects of atlasing, including survey
methodology, volunteer outreach, and data analysis.
The event concluded with all parties recognizing
the opportunity for mutual learning and deeper
collaboration. As Taiwan advances its first bird atlas
and Czechia continues its long-standing efforts in
ornithological mapping, this partnership is poised to
foster valuable cross-cultural scientific exchange in
the years ahead.

SNEE
=1

LLPWAN L IMPORIAN T BIR0 AND
BIOOVERITY AREAS Yo -

Dr. Scott Lin of the TBRI shares informaton on the Taiwan Bird
Atlas.
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HmA B IREER —
Rare Bird Report of Taiwan

Y Jonathan Wadsworth

Blue Whistling-Thrush (Myophonus caeruleus)

Location: Huayu Island, Penghu County Date: 11.27.2022
Observers: Jonathan Wadsworth Time: 11am
Distance from bird: 10m Optics: Celestron DX 8 X42 - Nikon D500 200-500mm

Weather: Clear
Previous experience of species: Yes. Observed in Kinmen on multiple occasions.
Previous experience of similar species: Yes, observed Taiwan whistling thrush and other thrushes on various
occasions in Taiwan.
Account of find: Observed one individual Blue Whistling-Thrush drinking and bathing from a private hide on
Huayu island, overlooking the only fresh water source on the island. Many migrating birds and
vagrants will visit the pond to drink and bathe.

Description: Large blue/purple thrush with small silver spots on back, head and wings. Dark, sturdy bill.
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