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An advertisement for the collaboration activities.

In May 2025, the eBird Taiwan x eBird Japan —
A First-Time Collaboration: The Chestnut-bellied Tit and
Varied Tit Challenge was held in Taiwan and Japan.
The campaign resulted from discussions between

22
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the Wild Bird Society of Japan, which manages eBird
Japan, and the Taiwan Wild Bird Federation and
Taiwan Biodiversity Research Institute, which co-
manage eBird Taiwan. It brought together eBirders
from the two countries for the first time to discuss
birdwatching and search for members of the Paridae
family.

The two species at the heart of the campaign
shared more than just a taxonomic connection.
Taiwan's Chestnut-bellied Tit (Sittiparus castaneoventris)
was long considered a subspecies of the Varied
Tit (Sittiparus varius ), which is found in Japan.
However, a 2014 phylogenetic study led to its
recognition as a full species. Now a Taiwan endemic,
the connection between the two made them fitting
target species for a collaboration grounded in
regional knowledge and shared enthusiasm.



As part of the campaign, a
range of activities were held. The
first was a Zoom event hosted
by WBSJ on May 7. During the
webinar, which was conducted
in Japanese with Mandarin
interpretation, speakers and
audience members shared stories
and insights about the Paridae
family and their unique habitats. A
total of 156 participants joined the
session, building excitement for the
main event set to begin on May 10.

From May 10 to 18, the main birdwatching
activity officially took place. Starting on World
Migratory Bird Day, the campaign ran for nine days,
with eBirders in Japan and Taiwan taking on different
participation challenges. For Japanese eBirders, there
were two ways to join. One involved submitting a
checklist each day of the campaign, which entered
participants into a lucky draw for a chance to win
an eBird Taiwan cap. The other challenge required
submitting three checklists featuring the Varied Tit
or one of its Japanese subspecies—the Owston’s Tit
or Iriomote Tit. Those entries were eligible for a lucky
draw to win a special eBird Japan clock sponsored by
Suntory.

In Taiwan, participants who submitted three
checklists featuring the Chestnut-bellied Tit, or
other Paridae species like the Green-backed Tit,
Coal Tit, or Taiwan Yellow Tit, were entered into a
lucky draw to win a handcrafted cardholder or pin
featuring the Varied Tit, supplied by WBSJ.

To encourage participation, both countries also
held local birdwatching events. WBSJ hosted theirs
on May 10 to coincide with Global Big Day. In Taiwan,
rainy weather on the 10th led to a rescheduling, with
outings instead held on May 17 at Erziping and May
18 at Baxianshan.

A screenshot from the eBird collaboration webinar held on May 7°.
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The results speak for themselves. Across
Japan and Taiwan, 1,375 eBirders submitted 7,924
checklists, recording a total of 488 species. For the
challenge specifically, 322 participants submitted
608 checklists that met the qualifying criteria. Six of
the seven target species were observed, with only
the Iriomote Tit missing from the submitted lists.

These impressive results highlight the power
of citizen science and the value of international
cooperation. The data collected will help researchers
better understand the range, habitat, and status
of these species. Following the success of the
first campaign, the eBird Taiwan and eBird Japan
teams are already planning next steps to carry the
momentum forward.
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