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Endangered Spoonbill Habitat in Taiwan
Faces Road Construction
Global Support Urgently
Needed Before Nov 28 Decision

Various Taiwanese bird and wetland conservation groups are urgently calling for international support
to stop a development proposal that threatens one of the world’s most important wintering habitats for the
Endangered Black-faced Spoonbill (Platalea minor).

Jiading Wetland — a 170-hectare coastal ecosystem in Kaohsiung City — regularly supports more
than 200 Black-faced Spoonbills, around 2.8% of the global population in 2025, surpassing international
conservation thresholds that identify wetlands of global ecological significance. The site also provides habitat
for over 140 migratory bird species and has flood mitigation value.

Despite the above, the Kaohsiung City Government has proposed shrinking the official wetland
boundary, removing legal protections from critical roosting and foraging areas in order to construct Road 1-4.
Conservation experts warn the project would fragment the habitat, disrupt bird activity, and cause irreversible
degradation of the wetland’s ecological integrity.

A decisive Wetland Review Committee meeting under Taiwan’s Ministry of the Interior will take place on
28 November 2025 to determine the wetland’s boundary and official protection status. These two provide the
legal foundation for EIA procedures and wetland zoning. Losing them removes all established legal protection.

This wetland is one of the last strongholds for the Black-faced Spoonbill in southwest Taiwan. Once it is
fragmented, we cannot restore what is lost.

Call for International Action

We urge global conservation organizations, scientists, and supporters to:
Endorse the Joint Conservation Statement

Submit public appeals to Taiwanese authorities

Amplify the issue via media and social platforms

We are calling for the wetland to be formally designated as a Wetland of National Importance at the very
least, in line with Taiwan’'s Wetland Conservation Act and international No Net Loss of Wetlands principles.

The world is watching. Taiwan has the opportunity to be a leader — not a cautionary tale.
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