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Focus

Woei-horng Fang

In November, 1995, 274 species of birds were recorded in Keelung, Taipei, Ilan, Taoyuan, Hsinchu, Mioli, Taichung, Changhwa,
Nantou, Chiayi, Tainan, Hwalian, Pintung, Penghu areas of Taiwan. The following list are some important or interesting sightings.

birdname number Date Site Observers Note
White-faced Shearwater 1 Nov.l9 Keelung  IH Ho Rare record
Chinese Pond Heron 6 Nov.26 Hsinchu  LP Huang Rare winter visitor
Eurasian Bittren 1  Nov.26 Taipei CH Lin Rare winter visitor
Swinhoe's Egret 1  Nov.22 Ilan LC Hu Globally threatened
Oriental White Stork 2 Nov.26 Taipei CH Lin Globally threatened
Black-faced Spoonbill 165 Nov.24 Tainan TT Wu Globally threatened, Monthly high
Bean Goose 2  Nov.4-28 Ilan LC Hu etal. Vagrant
Glodeneye I Nov.27 Hwalien  CF Liu Vagrant, only record in 5 years
Red-crested Pochard I Nov.12-29 Ilan KT Lin et al. New record in Taiwan
Ruddy Shelduck 1 Nov.28 Pintung  LC Hsiech Rare winter visitor
Imperial Eagle I  Nov.26 Chiayi TK Chen Vagrant
Swinhoe's Pheasant 5 Nov.12 Taichung PTLi Endemic species, random sample
Mikado Pheasant 4 Nov.13 Taichung PTLi Endemic species, random sample
Grey-headed Lapwing 1 Nov.12 llan KT Lin Rare transient
Asiatic Dowitcher 2  Nov.12 Ilan T Hsu Rare transient
Ruff 1 Nov.29 Ilan MC Hsiao Rare transient
Saunders' Gull 92 Nov9 Changhwa SS Chen Globally threatened, Monthly high
Black-capped Kingfisher 1 Nov.13 Hsinchu  LP Huang Rare transient
Rook 1 Nov.22 Taoyuan TK Chen Rare winter visitor
Jackdaw 1 Nov.12-24 Taipei ML Chiang Vagrant
Formosan Blue Magpie 9 Nov.9 Taipei WC Chen Endemic species, random sample
Formosan Yellow Tit 3  Nov.19 Nantou WH Fang Endemic species, random sample
Formosan Barwing 20 Nov.18 Hwalien  CF Liu Endemic species, random sample
Mountain Morrison Laughing Thrush 20 Nov.I12 Taichung PTLi Endemic species, random sample
White-eared Sibia 20 Nov.12 Taichung PTLi Endemic species, random sample
Steere's Liocichla 20 Nov.12 Taichung PT Li Endemic species, random sample
Formosan Yuhina 100 Nov.12 Taichung PT Li Endemic species, random sample
Formosan Bulbul 80 Nov.20 Hwalien CF Liu Endemic species, random sample
Formosan Whistling Thrush 3  Nov.l3 Nantou IH Liu Endemic species, random sample
Collared Bush Robin 10 Nov.12 ' Chiayi CT Kuo Endemic species, random sample
Schrenk's Reed Warbler 1 Nov.13 Ilan ML Chiang Rare winter visitor
Middendorff's Grasshopper Warbler 1 Nov.l2 Ilan KT Lin Rare winter visitor
Pallas's Leaf Warbler 1 Nov.19 Nantou WH Fang Rare transient
Pale-legged Willow Warbler 1 Nov.19 Penghu  IH Ho Vagrant
Taiwan Firecrest 30 Nov.13 Nantou  CT Kuo Endemic species, random sample
Mugimaki Flycatcher 1 Nov.28 Taipei CH Wang Rare winter visitor
Pallas' Reed Bunting 1  Nov.17 Taipei MC Hsiao Vagrant
Japanese Yellow Bunting 9 Nov.13 Taipei CS Ting Rare winter visitor
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Report of the Wild Bird Society of ROC

by Savannah Feng, Secretary General WBSC translated by Dan Chamberlin

Conservation Activities

1. The Third Symposium on Coastal Wetland Conservation in Taiwan held on December 9 at National Taiwan University was jointly
sponsored by the Chungcheng Agricultural Technology Society Foundation and the WBSC and was presided over by Profs. Chang
Changyi, Chiou Wenyan, Chi Chunchieh, as well as the WBSC president, Dr. L. L. Severinghaus. Besides the reports of six speak-
ers and discussion, the well prepared poster exhibition gave everyone a deep impression. Many people participated in discussing
important issues concerning coastal wetland conservation during the symposium.

The on-scene report of "Tatu River Estuary Waterbird Reserve" was held by the Construction Bureau of Taichung County to
examine and correct current construction of a recreation and amusement area at the Tatu estuary on November 21. Because
of the administrative foul ups and the failure of communication between each department, the reserve has already been cut into
pieces before the planning of the reserve has even been completed. Much work has already occurred on the edge of this area
threatening to destroy the habitat for the waterbirds. People are determined to set up a trash dump there, Taiwan Power Co.'s
power poles have already been erected in the mudflats, a cement road has already cut along the shoreline while the east side of the
road has not yet been opened, and bridge supports are already being constructed within the boundaries of the reseve. What can
this Reserve possibly protect?

3. The mid- term report on the Planning of the Wuweigang Waterbird Reserve was given to the Government of [lan County in Ilan.
The important conclusions of the report are in this issue of Fei- Yu.

bl

Research Activities

4. The printing of the Action Plan for the Black- faced Spoonbill Platalea minor was completed in October and it has been sent to
conservation organizations, academics and bird societies in Taiwan and to relevant spoonbill researchers, and concerned individu-
als and organizations throughout the world. The Chinese translation should be completed by June 1996. This report should
contribute a lot to in- country bird conservation efforts.

5. The new form of the birdwatching record was printed in the December issue of Fei- Yu (p 32-33). The old one was out- of- date.
Please use the new form to record your bird sightings. Don’t forget to use a separate form for each location and day.

Service Activities

6. At the November 18 and 19 meeting of the board, the regulations on establishing the bird checklist council and the use of the bird
data bank were discussed. The agenda of the general meeting of all representatives in Changhwa on December 17 was passed.
The report is in this issue of Fei- Yu.

7. At the general meeting of the representatives in Changhwa on December 17, Prof. Hsiung-lue Li'of Department of Animal

Mechanics of Chinghwa University gave a speech on "The Flight Behavior of Birds." Besides approving our work results and

decisions, and work plans and budget, other important issues were the revision of the regulations of the Society and the name of

the Society.

1996 is designated Taiwan Birdwatching Year, and as a part of this "Come Talk with the Birds", a exhibition tour of the films and
photos of birds' natural ecology, is scheduled to travel to all the societies around Taiwan, Penghu and Jinmen, for one week each.
Included in this exhibit are 12 films by 8 photographers , 80 stills by 9 photographers, and each Saturday, a speech will be given
by 10 specialists on Taiwan’s ecology and life. This will be topped off with a birdwatching activity on Sunday. This is a good
activity for those who care about the environment and love birds.

We especially thank the directors of this exhibit, the Education Ministry and the Council of Agriculture, and organizers of the
activity, the Tourism Bureau, National Museum of Natural History, Taipei City Zoo, the Society of the Taipei City Zoo, the Koda
Company and the newspaper Min Sheng Pao, as well as others who have contributed their time and energy to make this project a
reality. Please come join in this exhibit and "talk with the birds".

. On January 7, 1996, of the Taiwan Birdwatching Year, the WBS Changhwa is sponsoring a competition, "Good Fun Birdwatching

Race", (the First Annual Birdwatching Race of WBSC), to see how many birds can be seen on one day on Taiwan. Information on

this activity can be found in the December issue of Fei- Yu. Are you interested? Please check the rules.

Lo

o

On November 17, 1995, there were 2898 members in 10 societies, island wide.
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