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1. % (Numenius phaeopus hudsonicus) . 17 > [BIE A ERIofE o
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al,2020) > AXABAES ; FEUENRA E85ER) -SERABRENE 1B  HE530& -

s HE R
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o FRAREE 22020 c EARKREAE (Ardeaalba) % Bt B X EAEIEE c B RARKREHEHMREH AT ©
https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.25546.90564

o SRR ~ ARRA] 22021 o DM BEREEYF] TRAL <2021 ATE - ERERRAFHAE -
https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.24708.04489
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¢ Clements, J. F., T. S. Schulenberg, M. J. Iliff, S. M. Billerman, T. A. Fredericks, B. L. Sullivan, and C. L. Wood. 2019. The eBird/Clements
Checklist of Birds of the World: v2019. Downloaded from https://www.birds.cornell.edu/clementschecklist/download/

* Dong, F., Li, S. H., Chiu, C. C., Dong, L., Yao, C. T., & Yang, X. J. (2020). Strict allopatric speciation of sky island Pyrrhula erythaca species
complex. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution, 153, 106941. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2020.106941
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Results ofzozﬁ’amqn Black“faced Spoonbill
Census Top 3,000 for First Time

Y TWBF Secretariat

e Results from the 2021 Taiwan Black-faced
Spoonbill Census showed a total of 3,132 Black-
faced Spoonbills in Taiwan, a new record and
increase of 347/ from the year before

e Done in coordination with 2021 International
Black-faced Spoonbill Census organized by Hong
Kong Bird Watching Society; this year 5,222 birds
were recorded, a new record

e The most important area for the endangered
waterbird was southern Taiwan's Tainan City
followed by neighboring Kaohsiung City and
Chaiyi County

e Threats to the species remain in the form of
proposed "floatovoltaic" projects in the fish ponds,
salt pans, and wetlands where the birds feed and
rest

Results of the 2021 Taiwan Black-faced Spoonbill
Census revealed a total of 3,132 wintering in Taiwan
proper and its outlying islands, up 347 from the
year before and a new record. With annual census
numbers consistently showing 50% to 60% of the
global population, Taiwan is one of the most critical
habitat areas for the iconic and globally threatened

10 33

species. This year’s survey lasted from January 16-
17, with results released on April 14.

The count was done in coordination with the 2021
International Black-faced Spoonbill Census. This
international event is organized by the Hong Kong
Bird Watching Society and sees participating groups
representing all of the migratory waterbird's range
take part. With a total of 5,222 birds recorded, it
shattered the global record set just last year. Taiwan
numbers accounted for 60% of the global population
this year.

GO0
S000

4000

1aquinpy

—-Taiwan —=Glohal

Global and Taiwan Totals for Black-faced Spoonbill Census



2021 Taiwan Black-faced Spoonbill Census Results by Area

Change

Area from 2020
2016 017 2018 019 2020 2021 to 2021
Tainan 1528(74.2%) 1810(69.6%] 1265(57.6%) 1572(65.3%) 1839(66.0%) 2114(57.5%) =275
Kaohsiung 186(9.0%) 247(5.5%) 257(11.7%) 245(10.2%) 241(8.7%) 408(13.0%) +167
Chiayi 305(14.8%)  513(19.7%) S553{25.5%) 488(20.3%) 550{19.8%) 321{10.2%) 229
Yunlin 24(0.5%) 1{0.0%) 55(2.5%) 53(2.2%) 102(3.66%)  218(7.0%) +118
Kinmen 1{0.1%) 10(0.4%) 20{0.5%) 22(1.0%) 24{0.9%) 31(1.0%) +7
Yilan 14{0.7%) 18[0.7%) 25{1.1%) 21(0.9%) 24(0.9%) 22(1.0%) -2
Pingtung 0[0.08) 0{0.0%) 00.0%) O{0.0%) 0{0.0%) 16(1.0%) +16
Penghu 110.1%) 2(0.1%) 0(0.0%) 0{0.0%) 0[0.0%) 2{0.0%) +2
Taipei 1(0.1%) 00.0%) 0f0.0%) 10.1%) 2[0.1%) 0(0.0%) -2
Dongsha 0(0.0%) 0{0.0%) 2(0.1%) 0(0.0%) 2(0.1%) 0{0.0%) 2
Hsinchu 0(0.0%) 0{0.0%) 4(0.2%) 1{0.1%) 1(0.0%) 0(0.0%) El
New Taipei 0(0.0%) 0{0.0%) 70.1%) 040.0%) 0[0.0%} 0(0.0%%) Q
Huslian 0(0.0%) 0{0.0%) 1(0.1%) 040.0%) 0[0.0%) 0(0.05) [}
Taoyuan 0(0.0%) 0{0.0%) 0[0.0%) 4(0.2%) 0[0.0%) 0(0.0%) 0
Total 2080 2601 2185 2407 2785 3132 <347

2021 Taiwan Black-faced Spoonbill Census Results by Area

The wintering population of Black-faced Spoonbills
in Taiwan are mainly found in southwestern Taiwan's
Tainan City, Kaohsiung City, Chiayi County, and
Yunlin County, with Tainan being by far the most
important. The number recorded there this year
was 2,114 (67.5% of the national total), an increase
of 275 compared with last year. They were mainly
concentrated in the city's Chiku District and Annan
District's Sicao area. Another 408 (16.7%) were
located in Kaohsiung City, mainly at Qieding and
Yongan Wetlands as well as the Gaoping River. There
were also 321 (10.2%) recorded in Chiayi County,
namely at the wetlands in Budai and Aogu. This was
a decrease of 229 from last year. Yunlin County
recorded 218 (7.0%), an increase of 116 from last
year. The Chenglong Wetland, Kouhu Wetland, and
south bank of the Zhoushui river mouth were their
favored sites there. Meanwhile, small but stable
populations were recorded again this year in both
Yilan County and the outlying Kinmen Islands. Yilan
recorded 22 mainly at Xiapu Wetland while Kinmen
came in with 31, with most located at the Cihu
Wetland.

The number of Black-faced Spoonbills wintering
along Taiwan'’s southwest coast is still growing and
expanding. However, as the population increases,
pressure to find adequate habitat and foraging rise.
For instance, the decrease in population in Chiayi
could be due to recent dry weather conditions leading
to reduced rainfall at local saltpans or an overall
reduced habitat availability. Also, parts of Chiayi,
Yunlin, and Tainan may soon face issues related to

the development of green energy projects such as
wind farms or“floatovoltaic” projects. Continuous
monitoring is necessary to better understand the
situation.

Meanwhile, from December of last year until March
this year, nearly 40 Black-faced Spoonbill rescue cases
have been reported in Tainan City, Chiayi County and
Kaohsiung City, mainly related to botulism poisoning.
At least 12 individuals have already recovered and
been returned to the wild. The cause of these
botulism cases relates directly to the degradation
of foraging areas. Recent low rainfall and dried out
habitats may not only reduce foraging for black-
faced spoonbills, but also worsen this trend. Every
winter some Black-faced Spoonbills are suspected of
contracting botulism and dying from it. If members
of the public see a bird exhibiting symptoms of
botulism poisoning such as weakness or abnormal
behavior, it is recommended that you report it directly
appropriate authorities.

Photo: Philip Kuo




TWBF Spreads Its Wings on Social Media

Y Scott Pursner

In today’s world, almost everything happens on the
internet, buying clothes, reading the news, even
dating. But what about information on wildlife
and conservation-related topics? In today’s ever-
connected world it is critical to be able to share
information and raise awareness about your brand,
especially online. Wildlife conservation is no different.
That's why the TWBF has been working hard to
maintain a strong presence on various social media
platforms.

Originally, the TWBF's social media presence focused
solely on Facebook, as the platform is a necessity for
any business or group in Taiwan. It has one of the
highest Facebook penetration rates in the world, with
around 89% of Taiwanese using the platform as of
2018. The TWBF Facebook page has over 15,000
followers and the primary language used is Chinese.
The account is a hub of sorts where the organization
can share information about recent happenings
as well as events and activities of its 21 partner
organizations. It also uses it to make calls to action for
its domestic audience.

Beginning in 2018, the TWBF began to expand
its online presence to Instagram and Twitter. Both
of these platforms focus on providing information
in English to wider international audiences. The
Instagram account currently has nearly 500 followers

SRuEE wEss sEaEAE
RS IfE-

€ Teiwan's largest bird conservation ra
organization, the federation is

uls 15059 people

15,476 people follow this
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@ nttp://www.bird.org.tw/
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R, 022556 2012

@ Send Message

Edit Page Info
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S
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@twbf1988

Q Taiwan Wild Bird Federation (PEE8)

On behalf of all all of us here at TWBF and this endemic
Chestnut-bellied Tit (7RAELLIZ Chifl shanqué), Happy
Lantern Festival everyonel!

4:46 PM - Feb 26, 2021 - Twitter Web App

il View Tweet activity

12 Retweets 2 Quote Tweets 46 Likes

and in the past focused on creating post series
about various topics such as Taiwan’s endemics
and important wetlands. It has also been used for
outreach related to the seabird bycatch mitigation
collaboration between the TWBF and the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds via the RSPB’s
Albatross Stories campaign. Started in 2019,
Albatross Stories follows four different species of
albatross in the South Atlantic’'s Bird Island. It is
meant to help people better understand these birds
which are not seen by most yet heavily impacted by
humans due to overlap between their foraging areas
and international fishing grounds. The TWBF actively
shares information and photos developed for the
campaign to increase awareness of the issues faced
by these seabirds.

Some of TWBF's members groups also have
Instagram accounts. This includes the Wild Bird



Society of Tainan and the Kaohsiung Wild Bird
Society. Budai Wetlands which is managed by TWBF
partner the Wild Bird Society of Chiayi and Aogu
Wetland Park which is managed by the Wild Bird
Society of Taipei also have accounts.

Twitter is not one of the most popular social media
platforms in Taiwan. Yet the TWBF has created an
account which allows it to share news about its
partners, conservation issues, and interesting bird-
related posts with audiences outside of Taiwan. The
platform is also able to more widely share articles
from their website and interact more actively. The
TWBF Twitter has nearly 1,200 followers. During
major campaigns, Twitter users have widely shared
posts by the TWBF. Many will look to the TWBF
Twitter now to better understand what is going on in
local bird societies around Taiwan. Two other major

TWABF Social Media and Mentioned Accounts:

twbf_insta Today was the first meeting
of 2021 for the TWBF's Bird Record
Committee, the official committee
tasked with reviewing and updating
the Checklist of the #Birds of #Taiwan.
Members discussed new records as
well as feedback on the most recent
list which came out in 2020.

Check out the 2020 Checklist of the
Birds of Taiwan G

Qv N

% kwbs1979 70 Efth 43 A F1EE

ik

Twitter accounts touching on bird-related topics in
Taiwan are bird guide Richard Foster’s Taiwan Birds
and bird guide/bird surveyor Kuan-Chieh Hung's
Taiwan Bird Guide.

The TWBF hopes to increase its followership on all
platforms. They are also interested in helping like-
minded organizations share information related
to conservation goals with their followers on all
platforms. This is critical as we are all interconnected
online and in life.

TWRBF Facebook: https:/www.facebook.com/TWBF1988

Instagram:
TWBF twbf insta

Kaohsiung WBS kwbs1979
Aogu Wetland aogu_wetland_fan_page

Twitter:
TWBF twbf1988

Taiwan Bird Guide taiwanbirdguide

WBS Tainan bird_tainan
Budai Wetlands budaiwetlands

Taiwan Birds TaiwanBirding
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' Let's Get Hei-Pi:
A Review of Black-faced Spoonbill
Conservation Efforts in Taiwan

M Scoftt Pursner

Photo by Philip Kuo

The Black-faced Spoonbill (Platalea minor), whose global population has

risen from a known 288 in 1990 to over 5,000 this year, is one of Asia's great conservation successes. This

endangered migratory waterbird endemic to East Asia has not just become iconic in countries along the East

Asian-Australasian Flyway, but has won over the hearts of enthusiasts and the public around the world. Its

conservation success relied on the power of partnership and cooperation at both the local and international

level. Taiwan, which sees over half the global wintering population and where it is affectionately known as

“Hei-Pi” (since the “hei” and “pi” of its Chinese name sound like “happy”), made outsized contributions to

that success. Here we look at that story.

Early Days
It started with a letter.

In November of 1988, Mr. Lin
Chih-cheng, a fertilizer company
owner in central Taiwan's Miaoli
County, received a letter from Mr.
Peter Kennerly of the International
Council for Bird Preservation in
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Hong Kong. It asked Mr. Lin if
he could provide any historical
information on the Black-faced
Spoonbill, at the time a little-
known species he was writing
an article on for the Hong Kong
Bird Report. According to Dr.
Woei-Horng Fang, president of
Taiwan's largest bird conservation

organization, the Taiwan Wild Bird
Federation (TWBF), Lin didn't know
what to do with the letter since
he was just a business owner with
great interest in international topics.
So, he brought it to the attention
of Mr. Mei-Hua Tsou, Chief of Data
for the Wild Bird Society of Taipei
(WBST).



Fang explained that the WBST
was the bird society with the best
capacity to handle such an inquiry
at the time since the TWBF had
only been established earlier
that year. After looking into the
matter, Tsou reported to Kennerly
that between 1985 and 1988,
40 birds had been recorded in
Taiwan. This was corroborated in
a paper presented by Dr. Lucia Liu
Severinghaus, one of Taiwan's top
ornithologists, at an International
Council for Bird Preservation
meeting in Bangkok in 1989.

In January of that same year, Tsao
travelled with some birders to
Zengwen Estuary in southwestern
Taiwan's Tainan, where local
birders claimed there was a
wintering population of 120 to
130 birds. In 1990, the TWBF
wrote to Kennerly to say that
during surveys for the 1989-
1990 Asian Waterfowl Census,
145 Black-faced Spoonbills had
been counted in Tainan.

Kennerly would publish these
population findings in a 1990
report, which also revealed that
there were just 288 of the unique
waterbirds between Taiwan,
Vietnam, Hong Kong, China,
South Korea, and Japan. Taiwan
had 52% of the global wintering
population of this critically
endangered population. Locally,
people were confronted with
having the largest population of
a species that until then hadn't
been on the radar.

The Black-faced Spoonbill was
first recorded in northern Taiwan's

Chiku Area

Zengwen River

Sicao Area

Google

A Tainan and major areas for Black-faced Spoonbills (Google)

Tamsui in 1864. Then during the
Japanese occupation of Taiwan
(1895-1945), correspondence
between famous ornithologists
Tetsukichi Kazano and Yoshimaro
Yamashina showed that there
were around 50 Black-faced

Spoonbills around Tainan's Anping
District, which lies south of the
Zengwen Estuary. However, prior
to the the mid-1980s, these were
the only official records.

In the beginning, the major
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habitat was comprised of Chiku,
north of the Zengwen estuary,
which was part of Tainan County
until its merger with Tainan City
in 2010 and Sicao, north of the
Zengwen estuary and traditionally
a part of Tainan City. For Philip
Kuo, former president of both the
Wild Bird Society of Tainan and
the TWBF, this habitat was key
to preserving the species. Tainan,
as a low area, was perfect for salt
pans and fish ponds. As he put it,
"Generally, the local economy of
southwest coast revolved around
aquaculture fisheries.”

Traditionally, the ponds for raising
milkfish would go unused from
October to April, and the water
levels would slowly be allowed to
decrease naturally. These areas
are rich in non-target fish species
and crustaceans, making them
the perfect spot for waders that
need around 10 cm of water for
optimal foraging. This aquaculture
practice had also been deeply
engrained in Tainan’s tradition,
with the Dutch having introduced
this method to locals when they
colonized the area in the 1600s.

A native of Tainan, Kuo said that
in the late 1980s, awareness of
the spoonbills extended only
to some local photographers
and birders. "Back then [in the
late 1980s] there wasn'’t even a
bird society here. You only had
them in Taipei, Taichung, and
Kaohsiung. | belonged to the one
in Kaohsiung until there was one
here in Tainan.”

Yet once it was discovered that
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Tainan held the bulk of wintering
Black-faced Spoonbills, the area
previously known for its salt pans
was on everyone's mind. Kuo
explained, "The area was all salt
pans and fish ponds and people
didn't really think much about the
ecological significance. But then
the Kennerly report came out.
And back then, they really wanted
to develop these areas”

As part of Taiwan's economic
miracle of the late 20th century,
both Sicao and Chiku were
being threatened by industrial
development plans.

After the Kennerly paper, all eyes
were on Taiwan as there was
more known about the wintering
than the breeding grounds at
that point. Government and
conservationists scrambled to
learn more about this relatively
unknown species, which
overnight went from data
deficient to critically endangered

(HERIB)

internationally.

In one of the first steps, the
central government's Council
of Agriculture asked Professor
Ying Wang, one of Taiwan's
premiere wildlife researchers and
a member of the COA's Wildlife
Conservation Committee, to
survey and monitor the birds and
their behavior. Surveys began
in 1991 and back then took
place every week or two weeks
depending on the volunteers
available and interest.

As Wang put it, "the first five
years were hard. We relied on a
participant network and surveyed
at night, which is when the
birds are active. We also didn't
have any of today's modern
technology, such as night scopes
or telemetry.”

Meanwhile, in September of the
same vyear, the local government
submitted applications to the
central government to redevelop

A Political cartoon from the United Daily News Dec. 2, 1992

(Source: TWBF Archives)



the area for industrial use. A
science and industrial park was
proposed Sicao and an industrial
park for Chiku.

It was in 1992 that Black-faced
Spoonbill conservation efforts
in Taiwan truly took off. By this
time, the TWBF was better
established and had contacted
the Wild Bird Society of Japan to
ask for their advice on creating
wildlife conservation areas while
also facilitating development.
The WBSJ provided materials for
their Taiwanese counterparts to
consider.

Meanwhile, locals in Tainan,
many of whom surveyed with
Prof. Wang, decided it was time
to create a unified voice for
Tainan's birds. In May of 1992,
the Wild Bird Society of Tainan
was established. Their initial goal
was to help monitor and protect
Tainan's birds as well as represent
ecological concerns to businesses
during development planning.

According to Kuo, they did this
by serving as local nature-lovers
who could talk with government
and industry about proposed
development projects. This
information was also extremely
important when the government
was doing Environmental Impact
Assessments and feasibility
studies for future projects. If
there were Spoonbills there, the
WABS Tainan would try and explain
that a different area should be
selected for development. This
could have been a hard sell but
their case was bolstered by the

COA's Forestry Bureau declaring
the Black-faced Spoonbill as
endangered and protected
under the country's Wildlife
Conservation Act in 1992. It was
the first migratory species to be
added to the list and this afforded
it protections under the law
including making it illegal to kill
the birds.

Another action taken was a
letter-writing campaign. Utilizing

BE0S Foonad » Incksomabe Pl BXTW ¢ 04-TSPASER ¢ FAK S04-7STARN
Bt by B Ao hawscations of v e = Pt et dgomrioes

to save the Black-faced Spoonbill.
Messages poured in from across
the globe telling the government
not to develop this critical habitat
for the Black-faced Spoonbill.
Dr. Severinghaus noted, "We
had people in California writing
letters about how precious the
Black-faced Spoonbill is. They had
maybe never seen one but they
were supporting Taiwan's efforts,
international efforts, because they
knew they were important.”

%

A 1 etters of Support for Black-faced Spoonbill Conservation in Taiwan

(Source: TWBF Archives)

A Cartridges and Killed Black-faced
Spoonbill (Philip Kuo)

known scientific and conservation
networks, the TWBF asked
friends from around the world
to send messages to local- and
national-level officials asking them

This advocacy did not sit well
will some locals who viewed the
bird as a threat to development.
They figured that if they could get
them to abandon the habitat, they
could develop the land. Tragedy
stuck on November 29, 1992.
That day, over 520 empty bullet
shell casings were discovered
scattered in the Black-faced
Spoonbill habitat. Three birds
had been killed and many others
injured.

The next two years would bring
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mixed results for the conservation
of the Black-faced Spoonbill.
In Sicao, the Old Annan Salt
Pan south of the Zengwen
Estuary was split in two to
accommodate both conservation
and development. The northern
section's 1,100 ha would become
the Tainan Technology Industrial
Park, while the southern section's
515 ha would be designated
the Sicao Wildlife Refuge. This
was welcome news. However, in
Chiku, a battle was brewing over
the proposed industrial park.

In 1993 there was discussion
of building a steel mill and
petrochemical factory with the
support of major corporations
like Tuntex and Yieh Loong.
This case, known as the Binnan
development, garnered national
attention as it would affect
local people's livelihoods,
environmental quality, and habitat
for the Black-faced Spoonbill.

According to Dr. Severinghaus,
"It was the Binnan development
project that raised a lot of
concerns. The bird people were
involved first. But then you
had other people who were
concerned about different
aspects of the environment such
as fish biologists. They all banded
together and it was a tremendous,
united effort to block all of this.
There were protest marches
going to the Legislative Yuan,
going to the COA, especially the
COA. The Black-faced Spoonbill
became a sort of mascot for this
movement.”
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Mr. Kuo added that for locals,
"Because the industrial park
would have needed a place for
the sewage, it would've been
impossible. There is so much
aquaculture here, and there are
a lot of juvenile fish here. Many
different experts said it was an
important place for biodiversity,
but they used the Black-faced
Spoonbill as the representative.”

Eventually, the project was put
on hold for review. Thirteen years
later, it was formally canceled.

The eyes of the world watching
this play out in Taiwan. The
country had a tarnished image
due to past trade in tiger bone,
rhino horn, and ivory, mainly for
traditional Chinese medicine.
It was hit with sanctions under
the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and
the U.S!'s Pelly Amendment in
1993. Dr. Severinghaus explained
that the Taiwanese government
was quite concerned about these
developments and the central
government, especially the COA,
worked extremely hard to change
attitudes at home and convince
the international community
they had changed as well (Taiwan
would be removed from sanctions
and taken off a wildlife product
offender watchlist in 1996).

At this point, Taiwan had been
doing weekly and monthly surveys
of Spoonbills under Prof. Wang
with the support of the COA
since 1991. Local groups like WBS
Tainan and TWBF were raising

awareness and trying to change
the conversation surrounding
conservation at home. But, people
like Dr. Severinghaus knew that
as a migratory bird, protecting the
Spoonbill population while it was
in Taiwan would only ever be half
the story.

So in 1993 when an international
Black-faced Spoonbill census
was discussed, Taiwanese
conservationists were onboard.
it would be organized by known
range states and compiled by Mr.
Tom Dahmer, an environmental
consultant based in Hong Kong.
He would continue to compile
the survey results until passing
the baton to the Hong Kong
Birdwatching Society in 2002.
The survey was originally planned
to take place twice a year though
it later was fixed as once a year, in
mid-to-late January. The first full
census report of 1994 reported
less than 400 birds, with 90%
of the population wintering in
Taiwan. The other major wintering
locations were Hong Kong's Mai
Po Wetland and the Red River
Delta in Vietnam.

Also in 1994, discussions on
how to better conserve the
Black-faced Spoonbill along its
range began in earnest as well.
According to Dr. Severinghaus,
"The wintering population is
important, but we didn’t know
anything about its breeding, or
the factors related to its breeding
success, or its migration route. If
you only protect the wintering
population, you could still see the



population decrease.”

So, Dr. Severinghaus, then TWBF
president, met with the head
of BirdLife Asia on the sidelines
of the 21st BirdLife World
Conference held in Rosenheim,
Germany in August of 1994. She
explained: “At that time, the head
of the BirdLife Asia Council, Dr.
Noritaka Ishida, and Dr. Jong Ryol
Chong of Korea University in
Tokyo, the three of us discussed
and decided right there that we
would make the Black-faced
Spoonbill a BirdLife Asia topic. |
volunteered to raise money and
write that action plan.”

Taiwan's Council of Agriculture
would go on to sponsor the
Action Plan draft meeting, which
took place in January 1995, as
well as the publication of the
finalized first Action Plan for the

Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea
minor, which would come out
in September. Coordinated and
run by Dr. Severinghaus and the
TWBF, the weeklong meeting
brought together international
experts on Spoonbills and
representatives from all areas
where the species had been
recorded until that time. The goal
was to develop a plan to stabilize
the population of one of the
world’s most endangered birds in
one of the most geopolitically and
culturally complex regions in the
world.

At that point, most wintering
birds were known to be at The
Red River Delta in Vietnam, Mai
Po wetland in Hong Kong and
the Zengwen estuary in Taiwan.
Though they were said to breed in
the Demilitarized Zone between

North and South Korea, there was
still very little information on this
and nearly no information about
migration patterns. The action
plan worked to address all these
issues, detailing how to study
and conserve the species locally
and the kind of international
collaboration needed. As the
situation was unstable, it was
agreed that a Task Force would be
set up and a meeting would take
place in the region each year to
discuss progress. This happened
until 2000. In 1996, the Task
Force met in Beijing and in 1997
Tokyo.

From 1996 until 2000, Taiwan
and the other areas along the
range followed the Action Plan.
However, Taiwan also had the
capacity to share with others
based on over five years of

Photo by Philip Kuo
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data by researchers and the
experiences working with local
communities by NGOs such
as the WBS Tainan. The COA
and other government agencies
also encouraged such efforts
for Taiwan to share knowledge
internationally.

Dr. Severinghaus explains,
“We did our best to help. We
prepared all kinds of things.
We prepared pamphlets in six
different languages: Chinese,
Russian, Japanese, Korean,
Vietnamese, and English. We
printed huge stacks and mailed
them to representatives all over
so they could distribute them.
These pamphlets laid out what
a Black-faced Spoonbill was,
how to differentiate it from ibis
and egrets and how to do basic
surveys. It also explained what to
do if you found one.

Taiwan also lent its support for
conducting surveys. For instance,
from 1998 to 2002, Dr. Woei-
Horng Fang led teams from
Taiwan to assist those doing
Black-faced Spoonbill surveys in
Vietnam's Red River Delta. As
he puts it, "They needed help at
that time and so we just filled in
the gap. Then it was done by the
BirdLife Vietnam Programme.”

As this concerted effort
continued, Taiwan joined with
others to learn more about the
species behavior and migration.
The year 1998 saw the first
attempts at tracking the migration
routes of Black-faced Spoonbills.
In both Hong Kong and Taiwan
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three birds were fitted with radio
trackers. Prof. Wang, who led
the Taiwan team, explained that
as this was new, they first tried
to put the tracker on a Eurasian
Spoonbill in the aviary of the
Taipei Zoo to see if its behavior
would be affected. Having shown
no issues with flight or behavior,
three birds in Tainan were fitted
with trackers. Of the birds tagged
in Hong Kong and Taiwan, only
one from Tainan, a subadult bird,
was successfully tracked. It flew
from southern Taiwan to coastal
China to rest. More tracking
studies would follow but these
initial efforts paved the way.

Back in Tainan, many groups
were forming to help raise
awareness or conserve the
Black-faced Spoonbill and its
habitat. One of those groups,
the Taiwan Black-faced Spoonbill
Conservation Association (BFSA),
was established in 1998 to
conserve parts of Chiku from
being developed. According to
the executive director of the
organization, Dr. Tzu-yao Tai,
the organization aimed to help
with issues facing Black-faced
Spoonbills and their habitat in
Tainan County as opposed to
Tainan City, which is where Sicao
and the WBS Tainan were located.

Tai said, "Our goal was to protect
the land and the environment
and use the Black-faced Spoonbill
as a flagship species. But we
weren't only concerned with
them. We were concerned with
environmental and ecosystem

protection. We'd hold events for
local people as well and help to
do the surveys... Local groups like
ours let the fisheries people know
that the Black-faced Spoonbills
wouldn't impact their daily lives.
In fact, when our organization
just started, we spent a lot of
time talking with people and
letting them know that the birds
wouldn't affect their harvests and
played an important role in the
local ecosystem.”

These efforts were paying off.
The year the Kennerly report had
been published, only 288 birds
recorded. During the 1999-2000
survey, 660 were recorded with
380 wintering in Taiwan. Things
seemed to be looking up. But
there was much more work to be
done.
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The Christmas Island Frigatebird in Qi Gu

Species: Christmas Island Frigatebird / Fregata andrewsi

Location: Tseng Wen River Mouth, North Bank, Tainan
City (23.054244,120.052313)

Date: 23 May 2020

Observers: Steve Mulkeen

Time: 07:20 08:00 approx

Distance from bird: ca. 50 metres at its closest (to 1.5 km)

Optics: 10x40 Leica Ultravid binoculars, Canon 80DX
300 mm lens + 1.4x converter

Weather: Overcast, rather gloomy, little wind

Previous experience of species:
Many on Mantanani Island, July 2016, though mostly
distant and few seen well.

Previous experience of similar species:
| average about two Lesser Frigatebirds Fregata ariel per
year domestically. | saw hundreds on Mantanani Island
in July 2016, though these were not always close.

Account of find:

After a day and a night of persistent heavy rain Friday,
Saturday had an air of expectation about it as such
conditions at this time of year are wont to wreck a few
seabirds. A drive around the coastal bend early morning
brought me just what | was looking for: a frigatebird of
some kind flapping around just offshore. A quick look at
it in the binoculars revealed it to be a hefty one which
was flapping in a lumbering manner as if 'carrying some
weight'. Being familiar with Lesser Frigatebird, | quickly
became excited as | thought this one was more likely a
Great Frigatebird a lifer!

| crossed my fingers and hoped it would drift in my
direction, and it did. | was treated to one close flyby
at 07:30, and | had my eye in the viewfinder of my
camera throughout. What | knew | should be seeing in
an immature Great Frigatebird all seemed to be on view:
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there was first of all a large white belly patch (larger than
on Lesser Frigatebird) which was rounded looking, and
there were no obvious white axillary spurs emanating
from it. All too quickly, the bird drifted across to the
south side of the river where it proceeded to circle the
incinerator, too far away to see any details.

Once the bird had gone | began reviewing my photos and
became confused. Although there had been no suggestion
of axillary spurs as the bird had passed by side on, three
quarter views suggested that the bird did have them.
These were indistinct and narrow, but originated at the
front of the white belly patch and were angled strongly
forwards. All of this was wrong for immature Great
Frigatebird, but also not quite right for Lesser Frigatebird.
Literature on the subject is, however, unambiguous: “any
frigatebird with a pale head and axillary spurs, but without
a complete breast band, is not a Great” ( James, 2004). As
the bird that | had photographed had a pale head, axillary
spurs, and a broken breast band, it was therefore not a
Great Frigatebird!

Despite the apparent bulk of this bird, Lesser Frigatebird
needed reconsidering. As the axillary spurs were neither
prominent nor long, they had not suggested Lesser at
all. In second-year plumage, Lesser Frigatebird should
furthermore have an entirely white upper breast (with
no 'breast tabs' on the lower breast). According to James
(2004), Lesser Frigatebird loses the breast band rapidly
and does not show “lingering tabs” on the breast sides.
The axillary spurs should always be prominent, including
on second years, and there should be black mottling at
the posterior of the white belly patch as the black 'belly
point' starts to emerge. As plumage (and structural)
features did not fit Lesser Frigatebird either, it was
becoming increasingly unclear which species this actually
was!

There was of course the outside possibility that the bird
| had photographed was Christmas Island Frigatebird;



A First-cycle female Christmas Island Frigatebird: Note the
new gingery-buff feathers on the head. Great and Lesser
Frigatebirds do not replace juvenile head feathers with a
second set of buff feathers, but with black feathers. The
white half-collar and pink bill indicate that the bird is
female.

and consultation of James (2004) seemed to support this
conclusion. With its orangebuff head and lack of a breast
band, the bird could be aged as a second year. Neither
Great nor Lesser Frigatebird will show black breast 'tabs'
at this age and instead would have entirely white breasts.
Christmas Island, on the other hand, “loses the breast
band most gradually (of the three frigatebirds), and almost
always retains prominent, very broad black tabs on the
side of the breast” (James, 2004). They may “lose their
axillary spurs temporarily” (at this age), making separation
from Great extremely difficult. The axillary spurs of the
Qi Gu bird were certainly indistinct, as if in the process
of being 'lost', and this did suggest Great Frigatebird.
However, unlike second-year Great (and Lesser), this
bird had and an entirely white belly patch, with no black
mottling in the posterior part of it (a feature only of
Christmas Island Frigatebird). Many features indicative
of Christmas Island Frigatebird were to be found in the
Qi Gu bird, as well as one or two supporting details.
First, the white on the 'shoulders' extended up onto
the hind-neck to form a half-collar (not shown by Great
Frigatebird), and second, there was white in the rather
prominent alar bars (not shown by Great or Lesser). In
short, those plumage features that were wrong for Lesser
and Great Frigatebirds were all characteristics of second-
year Christmas Island Frigatebird, and the bird had no
plumage features at odds with that species.

As this bird was looking like a good candidate for
Christmas Island Frigatebird, | contacted David James

A First-cycle female Christmas Island Frigatebird: Note
large black breast tabs at the breast sides and clean white
belly (without black mottling) all the way through to the
undertail coverts. The narrow, untidy, forwards-angled
axillary spurs are shown by many Christmas Island
Frigatebirds.

directly to seek his opinion. He kindly replied and
confirmed the bird to be a first-cycle (with 'cycles'
lasting two years) female Christmas Island Frigatebird.
The reasons given in his detailed response were: (i) the
fresh buff head (Great and Lesser replace (old, bleached)
juvenile head feathers with dark feathers; Christmas
Island with a second set of buff feathers): (i) the clean
white belly all the way to the undertail coverts (only
female Christmas Island retains clean white underparts
through the first-cycle moults); (i) the large black breast
tabs (quickly lost in Great and Lesser, these persist from
first cycle to adult in female Christmas Island); (iv) the
vague hint of an axillary spur, angling forward (typical of
Christmas Island); (v) the white hind-collar (also shown by
Lesser (never Great), but by the time Lesser develops this,
it also typically shows a smudgy outline to the hood and
black mottling in the hood); and (vi) the pink bill (a female
character, bold in young Christmas Island in particular).
This bird therefore is confirmed as a first-cycle Christmas
Island Frigatebird, and can furthermore be sexed as
female.

References:

James, David J. (2004): Identification of Christmas Island,
Great and Lesser Frigatebirds. BirdingASIA 1: 22-38
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The Philippine Pied Fantail in Qi Gu

Species: Philippine Pied Fantail / Rhipidura nigritorquis

Location: Ding Tou Er Windbreaks, Qi Gu, Tainan City
(23.104936, 120.038552)

Date: 29" May 2020

Observers: Steve Mulkeen (SMM), Mark Philippart
Time: 09:00-15:30 approx

Distance from bird: ca. 10-30 metres (SMM

Optics: 10x40 Leica Ultravid binoculars, Canon 80D x
300 mm lens + 1.4x converter (SMM)

Weather: Overcast, gloomy, light rain AM; sunny, hot PM

Previous experience of species: Seen previously at Subic
Bay, Philippines in Jul 2012 and Aug 2019 (SMM).

Previous experience of similar species: Most similar
Malaysian Pied Fantail seen previously in West Malaysia
in Jul 14 and Sabah (SMM).

Account of find:

| arrived at the woodlot rather late on 29th, not in any
hurry as the migration is all but over at such a late date.
| found Mark Philippart already birding in the woodlot,
searching in vain for a ( long-departed ) Lanceolated
Warbler seen earlier in the week. As the first fifteen
minutes of birding produced nothing more than a single
Arctic Warbler, it seemed like the migration had indeed
finished. Still, with nowhere else to go, | carried on birding,
and then the most remarkable thing happened: | saw (or,
rather, glimpsed) a Pied Fantail'l The bird was there and
gone in an instant, and in that instant | failed to get a
photograph. Although | had clearly seen a white throat,
extensive white below, drooped wings, and a long, fanned
tail with extensive white at the corners, it disappeared for
a sufficient length of time to allow all the usual doubts
to set in. | quickly informed Mark of the find and, after
a very nervy twenty minutes, was able to relocate the
bird and rattle off a few record shots. However, after
fifteen minutes or so of
reasonable views, it then
disappeared for over four
hours, and it took until
the afternoon to get any
shots of it that | was at all
happy with.

The bird was not only
active high in the canopy,
but sensitive to any
movement on the ground,
and it proved challenging
to photograph. However,
a potentially bigger
challenge loomed in the
prospect of provenancing
it, as correctly identifying

A Philippine Pied Fantail: Note narrow breast band (narrow throughout its length) and white
throat and upper breast.
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A Philippine Pied Fantail: Note relatively broad and long supercilium and ‘ashy-grey’ wing coverts and scapulars.

which of the various 'Pied Fantails' this one was would be
vital in determining its status (i.e. how it had got here). As
there is precedent for Philippine species to reach Taiwan
(spring overshoots have previously occurred in Qi Gu),
this form would be the one preferred, as any resident
species from further west in South-East Asia would be
extremely unlikely to have arrived 'under its own steam’. |
was hopeful, then, that there would be sufficient evidence
in the photos to determine that this was a Philippine Pied
Fantail, and not a Malaysian!

According to Collar and Inskipp (2012), (compared to
birds on Borneo) Philippine Pied Fantails 'possess an ashy-
grey (not sooty-grey) back, white (not buff-washed white)
throat and breast, and a narrower black breast band'. The
differences in breast band width seem to hold true in
comparison with Malaysian Pied Fantails from elsewhere
(in all of which the breast band widens markedly at the
breast sides), and these furthermore lack the prominent
long white supercilium of Philippine Pied Fantail (instead,
they have a short narrow 'whisker' of a supercilium
restricted to immediately above and before the eye). As

the Qi Gu bird had a long supercilium, white throat and
breast, and a narrow breast band (which did not widen
at the breast sides), it can in my view be identified with
certainty as a Philippine Pied Fantail. As the days prior
to its arrival in Qi Gu had been characterised by strong,
persistent southerlies (emanating from the Philippines)
and heavy downpours, it had in all likelihood been
brought by this weather and was a genuine vagrant.
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