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Preface

Taiwan New Year Bird Count (NYBC Taiwan) is a
citizen science monitoring project for the winter avifauna
in Taiwan and surrounding islands since 2014. In Taiwan,
there are two citizen science projects for the breeding
birds: “Breeding Bird Survey, Taiwan (BBS Taiwan)” and
“Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship, Taiwan
(MAPS Taiwan)”. However, there was no any monitoring

projects focus on the wintering birds.

NYBC Taiwan is hosted by Chinese Wild Bird
Federation (CWBF), Wild Bird Society of Taipei (WBST),
Kaohsiung Wild Bird Society and Endemic Species
Research Institute (ESRI). The monitoring methods of
NYBC Taiwan followed the principles of Christmas Bird
Count. During 23 days (the middle date is January 1st), a
volunteer team choose one day to count the bird within a

circle sample area (3 km in radius).

According to the long-term monitoring data of the
wintering waterfowl in Taipei City Waterbird Refuge, the
population size of Eurasian Teal (Anas crecca) decreased
significantly. Make the people concern the situation of
these migratory ducks, we choose Eurasian Teal as the logo
of NYBC Taiwan in 2015.

In 2014 (Dec 28th, 2013 - Jan 12th, 2014; 16 days),

598 volunteers contributed to this survey and recorded 292

species, almost 190,000 individuals in 122 circle sample
areas. The results revealed that southwest coast area and Yi-
Lan Plain were the hotspots of wintering birds, included

bird species richness and abundance.

In 2015 (Dec 20th, 2014 to Jan 11th, 2015; 23
days), 967 volunteers recorded 319 species, 205,319
individuals in 132 circle sample areas, including the
surrounding islands of Taiwan. In this year, the efforts
such as the number of volunteers, circle sample areas, and
surveying days were increased. However, abundance of ten
species was less 500 individuals than the results in 2014.
It implied that population size of migratory birds might

decrease significantly.

We were unable to elaborate on population trend
from the beginning data alone. However, the data provides
valuable information about distribution and community
composition of avifauna in winter. This project will
continue to conduct and attempt to cooperate with
countries in East Asia to monitor migrants in East Asia-

Australasian Flyway.

Recommended citation

Lin, D.-L., Lyu, A., Lin, R.-S., Chiu, P.-Y., Lin, K.-H.
2015. Taiwan New Year Bird Count 2015 Annual Report.
Chinese Wild Bird Federation, Endemic Species Research

Institute, Taipei, Taiwan.
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Larus fuscus

Larus schistisagus
Sternula albifrons
Gelochelidon nilotica
Hydroprogne caspia
Chlidonias hybrida
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Erpornis zantholeuca
Oriolus chinensis
Oriolus traillii
Dicrurus macrocercus
Dicrurus leucophaeus
Dicrurus aeneus
Dicrurus hottentottus
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Abroscopus albogularis
Horornis diphone
Horornis borealis
Horornis fortipes
Horornis acanthizoides
Phylloscopus fuscatus
Phylloscopus proregulus
Phylloscopus inornatus
Phylloscopus borealis*
Acrocephalus orientalis
Locustella ochotensis
Locustella alishanensis
Cisticola juncidis
Cisticola exilis

Prinia crinigera
Prinia flaviventris
Prinia inornata
Fulvetta formosana
Sinosuthora webbiana
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Brachypteryx montana
Myophonus insularis
Myophonus caeruleus
Enicurus scouleri
Calliope calliope
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Turdus eunomus
Turdus naumanni
Aplonis panayensis
Acridotheres cristatellus
Acridotheres javanicus
Acridotheres fuscus
Acridotheres tristis
Gracupica nigricollis
Sturnia sinensis
Sturnia malabarica
Sturnus sericeus
Sturnus vulgaris
Sturnus cineraceus
Dicaeum minullum
Dicaeum ignipectus
Acthopyga christinae
Prunella collaris
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Motacilla cinerea

15
63

12
86
24
13

57

223
321
104
10
16

16
965
400
133

24
82
182
2957

1481
191
121
127

92

70
20
89

1264
438

56

10

40

17

2512

36
23

96

30

15
63

12
88
24
20

57

223
1 414
129

21

18

2

1

42

2

16
121090
401

155

26

82

2701
2957

1481
197
124
127
122

H#EE
RAEER
%5
HlELE
wHE
/N
TGRS
T

Sli9
HIECR,
PSS

FRIRSCRS

RHLHEE
fl
DERGIE
e

$2rI
IEBEE ST

Bk
AL T
ALWEEEHR
2R\ FF

XX IEA
XX #E
XX Ji
XX E#
XX WEfE
XX 58
XX 1§
XX 4B

28

Motacilla alba

Anthus richardi
Anthus hodgsoni
Anthus cervinus
Anthus rubescens
Emberiza chrysophrys
Emberiza pusilla
Emberiza elegans
Emberiza spodocephala
Fringilla montifringilla
Pyrrhula nipalensis
Pyrrhula erythaca
Carpodacus formosanus
Chloris sinica

Spinus spinus

Eophona migratoria
Passer montanus
Euodice malabarica
Lonchura striata
Lonchura punctulata

Lonchura atricapilla

Phoenicopterus roseus
Pavo cristatus
Geopelia striata
Anas platyrhynchos

Cairina moschata
Cacatua goffiniana

Cacatua galerita
Melopsittacus undulatus
Urocissa erythrorhyncha

Acridotheres grandis

Acridotheres burmannicus
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