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Species: Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides

Location: Chi Gu “Area B” (Dong Yu Wen). Tainan County.
Date: 4th May 2006

Observers: Steve Mulkeen (SMM), Tsai Zhi Yuan (TZY) et al
Time: From about 0900-1130 (always in view).

Distance from bird: Very close, often less than 10 metres.
Optics: 10x40 Leica Ultravid binoculars.

Weather: Cloudy with occasional light showers. Vlcmnﬂ
conditions superb. Wind not noted.

Previous experience of species: rather slight but some. 1 have
seen one fall Greenish Warbler in the UK. a widely twitched
and well photographed individual at Filey, Yorks (where almost
annual). Also a single Greenish Warbler SSP in Chi Gu Area
A on 2nd October 2005, though I have not formally submitted
this record due to “single observer” status and absence of a
photograph (the two combined I think are “insufficient” for a
formal record).

Experience of similar species: really rather good, my
“Phylloscopus list™ comprises;

Willow Warbler Phvlloscopus trochilus (UK). Common
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybira (UK), Iberian Chiffchaff
Phylloscopus brehmii (Spain), Western Bonelli’s Warbler
Phylloscopus bonelli (UK). Eastern Bonelli's Warbler
Phylloscopus orientalis (Israel), Wood Warbler Phylloscopus
sibilatrix (UK), Dusky Warbler Phylioscopus fuscatus (UK/
Taiwan), Radde’s Warbler Phyvlloscopus schwarzi (UK/Taiwan)
Pallas's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus (UK/Taiwan),
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus (UK/Taiwan),
Hume’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus humei (UK/Taiwan). Arctic
Warbler Phylloscopus borealis (UK/Taiwan). Two-barred
Warbler Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus (Matzu), Sakhalin Leaf
Warbler Phviloscopus borealoides (Taiwan). Eastern Crowned
Warbler Phylloscopus coronatus (Taiwan), ljima’s Leaf Warbler
Phylloscopus ijimae (Taiwan) and Blyth's Leat Warbler
Phylloscopus reguloides (Taiwan).

Some of the above I have seen only very irregularly and, in the
case of Blyth's Leaf Warbler, just once! In respect of Taiwan
and of this record in particular, I have seen a very large number
of Arctic Warblers, certainly now numbering some thousands.

Account of Find:

The tale of the discovery of the Greenish Warbler Phyiloscopus
trochiloides is quite a fortuitous one. During my absence on
Kinmen (28th Apr- 1st May), a Chestnut-winged Cuckoo
Clamator coromandus had been found in Chi Gu. On my first
morning back 1 went to Area A to look for it though, as usual,
had to work in the afternoon so didn’t have very long. I couldn’t
find it (though found an Eastern Crowned Warbler Phyviloscopus
coronatus) and imagined that it must have gone so prepared to

2o home. TZY phoned at just the right moment and told me that
the bird had actually been seen in Area B, so | decided to have a
quick look there (even though [ hadn’t planned to).

I had found the bird after about five minutes of looking!
Excellent! This species does not usually hang around on
migration in Chi Gu so was a real treat. 1 called TZY who said
he would twitch it in the afternoon. and another birder I was
with from Gaoshiung called half of the country who said that
they would twitch it in the afternoon too! With work calling 1
left very satisfied with the morning’s birding and particularly
relieved at being able to add Chestnut-winged Cuckoo to my
year list!

I received a phone call from TZY in the afternoon saying that
he had failed to find the cuckoo. There were apparently a lot
of noisy birders in Area B so he really had no chance. He had,
however, found a Phylloscopus warbler which was rather
yellowish below, with supercilia that met on the forehead and
very dark legs. I think it might be Greenish™ he said.

The following morning 1 completed my census of Area A
quickly and the headed to Area B. I did not expect to find this
warbler as, over the course of the previous two days, an awful
lot of Arctic Warblers had passed through Chi Gu. Nevertheless.
[ had to census this area anyway but would pay close attention
to the Phylloscopus warblers. I found a lot of Arctic Warblers
in Area B, but nothing different, and thought about leaving.
“Greenish Warbler, mmmm?”, It was worth a second look!

As [ began checking the warblers for a second time, one really
caught my attention. It appeared rather “open-faced”, lacking
blotchy ear covert mottling, darker crown and dark eye stripe
of Arctic Warbler. It also lacked a black smudgy tip to the pink
lower mandible, though the bill looked similarly long. This bird
was really very yellow around the face, having yellow on the
supercilium, the cheeks, the throat, and the upper breast, with
even some in the centre breast. First impressions were that it
appeared 10 be no smaller than Arctic Warbler but had a slightly
longer tail, and it seemed to be feeding more energetically in the
canopy of the rather small trees. 1 took a quick look at its legs,
they were dark greyish-brownish!

After confirming the leg colour, which took some effort on a fast
moving warbler, I then spent about an hour looking carefully
at its face. The crown, nape and ear coverts were all similarly
coloured. rather pale, greyish-green, with no darker or blacker
areas apparent anywhere. The supercilium was yellow-white,
and especially broad and prominent in front of the eye. When
the bird turned its head slightly (it was always above me), | felt
sure that 1 could see the supercilia meeting across the forchead
(with a narrow yellow-white band above the bill), but I wasn’
t entirely sure. Quick looks at (the quite many) Arctic Warblers
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alongside this bird showed the head to be “very different”, if
nothing more.

Then something quite delightful happened, it began to rain! As
it did so, the bird slowly descended from the canopy to some
of the lower branches and its head pattern could be seen much
more clearly. The supercilia clearly crossed above the bill and
there was a narrow yellow band on the forehead. The loral area
was also rather pale (not black as in Arctic) and the supercilium
very broad in front of the eye, giving a head pattern somewhat
similar to Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus,
Quick comparisons against the accompanying Arctic Warblers
also showed the bird to be slightly smaller (not much), with
a more rounded head shape and a longer tail. A “Greenish-
warbler” type for sure, but which one?

Getting the head pattern had taken an hour! I then spent another
hour looking carefully at the wing. There was a very narrow
wing bar on the greater coverts which, from many angles, was
rather difficult to see. It was most easily viewed from behind
and was often not clear at all when viewed from the side.
The wing bar seemed to become even narrower on the outer
greater coverts and was perhaps absent on the innermost two
or three coverts. There was no sign or suggestion of a wing-
bar on or paler tips to the median coverts. The whole of the
upperside was similar in coloration to the head, being a plain
and featureless cold greyish-green, with no paler fringes to any
other feathers.

On the underside, the bird was very clean and white except
for an extensive yellow wash through the face, throat and
upper breast. This bird was easy to pick out amongst the many
Arctic Warblers on this feature alone. It even suggested Wood
Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix, but the distribution of yellow
was somewhat patchy or blotchy, not “neat”™ as in that species.
It had no darker streaks on the breast sides like Arctic Warbler
and was a very clean looking bird. The legs were dark greyish-
brownish, with the feet rather more pinkish-red.

In terms of behavior the bird was arboreal. Even
during the rain (when many Arctic Warblers
sought shelter in the low mangroves) this bird
remained in the trees. It often raised its crown
feathers (when the supercilia crossing the bill
became obvious), giving a very round-headed
appearance (very different from the square head | |
of Arctic) and seemed to fly-catch more and

move around the canopy much more quickly

(not slow and ponderous like Arctic). It called
briefly and I think it attempted to sing. The

call was a slow “chwisss”, which sounded like

the bird had a mouth “full™ of saliva and had

an almost “rasping” quality to it. This call was

often followed with a few sweeter “tsweet
tsweet” notes. I checked several recordings on

Warbly A’».{s«-’-m sorealis

fﬁf{!-l‘. ‘h‘!)‘&:- 1{n‘z‘n :ﬂﬂ)’[.‘l‘ﬁ A-——.

the internet but couldn't really isolate any calls that matched
the above (concentrating too much on the unusual “chwiss”
note rather than the “tsweet” notes which ought to be the
more typical call!), though am in no doubt that the bird was a
Greenish Warbler. Other potential vagrant species with yellow
on the face such as Tickell's Leaf Warbler and Wood Warbler
(both with records from Japan) can be ruled out by the presence
of a wing bar, leg colour and upperpart coloration.

Following some investigation into the various races of the
Greenish Warbler complex [ feel that this bird better fits one
of the “western” races of the species and is recorded here as
such. Two-barred Warbler ought to show more contrast (and a
stronger resemblance to Arctic) throughout the upperside, with
a slightly darker crown, darker centres to wing feathers and a
whiter underside. In fresh spring plumage, there should also
be a second wing bar on the median coverts and the bird ought
to look rather striking. Although some birds can lack this, the
wing bar on the greater covers should be broad and obvious (and
quite long), not indistinct and narrow like on this individual.
The very dull uniform grey green coloration of the upperside,
extensive yellowish wash through the face and underparts and
very narrow indistinct wing-bar seem better suited to Greenish
Warbler. It is a shame that the calls did not provide a “quick
answer” to this bird’s identity, but there is apparently overlap in
vocalizations between the two groups and calls seemingly need
to be used with caution. However, the bird can certainly be
recorded as a “Greenish Warbler SSP”.

The finder of this bird really should be recorded as Tsai Dz
Yuan, though I helped in confirming his initial identification.
The previous day he had apparently scoped the bird, and
concurs with the above description and identification. The
bird was therefore actually found on 3rd May. I saw the bird
again on 5th May, and it was well twitched and seen by many
observers on the morning of the 6th (though I could not find
it myself late afternoon). A photograph would have been
useful with this particular record, but the number of additional
observers who saw the bird and concur with the identification
,gt‘_fl,, '}Tm" led  lends ample weight to the submission.
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