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Saving Farmland Green Treefrog

() ommmr s meiiae s

The bamboo forest is the main habitat for Farmland Green Treefrog, an Taiwan endemic species. The
population decreased heavily in recent years due to the usage of pesticides by farmers to harvest bamboo
shoots. The Wild Bird Society of Yunlin guided bamboo farmers to plant organic bamboo, and urged people
to buy organic bamboo shoot to support bamboo farmers as well as save the Farmland Green Treefrog.

Please visit http://bird.org.tw/yunlin to sign up as a stake holder.
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Fundraising for Australasian Grass Owl
The Critically Endangered Bird " Australasian Grass-Owl " Needs Your Help.

B LR 6T kL TR

The entire population of the Australasian Grass-Owl (Tyto longimembris ) throughout Taiwan is less than
30. Australasian Grass-Owl is the rarest, the most imperiled bird in the Strigidae Family in Taiwan. The
Kaohsiung Wild Bird Society is raising fund to support the conservation of Australasian Grass-Owl. The
conservation programs are as below:

1. Investigate current status of the wild Australasian Grass-Owl populations.

(35

Promote conservation awareness of the public.

Shelter and rescue wounded owls.

=

Restore destructed habitats for Australasian Grass-Owls.

8 May 2011 | FEATHER
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International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2011

2011 International Black-faced Spoonbill Census
took place on 21-23 January. This year yield a total
of 1,857 Black-faced Spoonbills, having a large
decrease of 22% from the previous year’s census
(2010:2,347 birds). This is the largest decrease of
this species since the commencement of this census
in 1993, and also being the fourth time of the result

with a decrease of number.
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Eurasian Woodcock
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A Eurasian Woodcock was sighted a few days ago. Mr. Rey Song Yang, President of Wild Bird Society of
Kinmen said that Spring is a wonderful time for birdwatching. Those who often do field birding will have
good harvest. Eurasian Woodcock is less known even in Taiwan. The sighting made Kinmen birders very

happy. Mr. Yang also urged birders, “Just watch. Do not disturb wildlife.”
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B4 : Lanius collurio

# 4, : Red-backed Shrike

BB HW - 20094E11H12H E4-%711084
FEOLHDES ¢« A PR A S o i
KEARI = B/l

JERRSERE = fin]

BT - |

BEEIRERE < $910% 8

WREESHPREE - BOERESmEAA

- BEIREPIBE B9 44 ¢ Leica 10742 BN : Canon EOS 40D

| with EF 400mmF5.6

20 May 2011 | FEATHER




—  BUXFHEMRRE - MBAEKX/) - 8
B Ee 78 RE  GtEZEME
i o BAR B EL iR S — e 5 E)?

ERE EEREEMS R T —REMUAS
BENMEZ2E - BERIERithi#48 R UL &5 IR A0 3
#MecMB12HER - BIRNXED - REBE
B HEERREEZEEFNSAE HRKLEEES
HEEBEENS - BRRMHE - RBARRE LM
REBRIE  BOASIEHRABEREZSE
ERERNEIEENE  HHBEREERE - R
SCIRENEEERR  ESNBARER ; ®KE
FE/—EABFRBSEARRBSNBIEE - RIBR
BIAMNUBREINASESBIEE —1% - ERR
REEREABHABSHNERERS -

BEEEAEEBENINE  FEEERNKERS
R MEHRBRYP  MEBIRPZE  RSEES
BHRIR - B ERE D - HRMGARERE -
MARMREWEEEENZALERS ; 272
A rERFGER  EPCHR—RENME
BEe  MMIBEPHWNEEZEEN - ELEBBIHR
RYHOUER—EAFEENARE  MELESH
MEBRRNELLARBSEZERN/) - JENZHAY
EEMEUESABERNEIE - RIFARBHER
MIRPISERMFERT - BT 7 EFFREE -

—rEs
1 EEEBET  ZEEBAMLESE?
ALE1a%
LHEEZERKERERE?
ERH6E - 2B BREWN490%E -

= BEABEMBRILGNEE 158 &
[iEE R ? TR ?

BRAMBE - LUREBE AR PO
http://nc.kl.edu.tw/bbs/showthread.
php?t=22733

el
T

Fi A

RARE BIRDS

M IRREER
SR 3

- HEBRRE -
SRR - BRT - HER -

N~ SEEH

Handbook of the Birds of the World




pecies:Ryukyu Minivet Pericrocotus tegimae
Location:Chi Gu “Area A" (coastal forest),
Tainan County.

Date:29th March 2008.

Observers:Steve Mulkeen (SMM) et al.
Time:Various times over several days.
Distance from bird:Varying (closest about
20 metres).

Optics:10x40 Leica Ultravid binoculars.
Weather:Not recorded.
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Taipei County on 5th Nov 20
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Previous experience of other Minivet species:

Good (in the context of Taiwan). Ashy Minivet
Pericrocotus divaricatus (Taiwan), fairly
common passage migrant; Swinhoe' s‘Mirerﬁf“'_‘
Pericrocotus cantonensis (Taiwan), scarce
passage migrant with two spring records for
Chi Gu; Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus
solaris (Taiwan), common resident m Central
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forgotten. | would have most certainly have
been attracted to the bird on call, which | recall
was much flatter, shorter, lower and more level-
pitched (not rising) and rasping than the similar
call of Ashy. Once found, the bird was readily
identifiable as Ryukyu Minivet on a combination
of sullied grey (not white) underparts and the
absence of any white markings (only a trace)
to the folded wing. It could also be readily
aged and sexed as adult male by the very dark
crown and much narrower white supercilium
and forehead than that of Ashy. Additionally,
the grey on the ear coverts was far more
extensive than on any similarly-plumaged Ashy.
Swinhoe’ s Minivet could be eliminated by the
same plumage details; Swinhoe' s showing an
even whiter forehead than Ashy and even less
grey in the ear coverts together with pinkish
tones to the breast band and rump.
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The bird remained in Area A for several days,
but was extremely elusive and seen by very few
people, as it often fed deep in the mangroves
with the resident flock of Japanese White-

eyes Zosterops japonicus rather than up in the

A

RARE BIRDS

canopy. Fortunately, on one visit, it happened
to alight on the top of a nearby tree whilst | was
discussing the bird with Da Chiao Lin. More
Da Chiao Lin’

already set up, and he was able to get a couple

fortunately still, S camera was
of shots of it which can be seen below. To my
knowledge, the small group of three or four
birders that were present at that moment were
the only ones to see the bird other than myself,

even though it was present for a few days.

EERBELRMNARKFEAX  FBHRHE
WEBIR  RAEVPALRERDL  EARfEREMN

R4 45 IR (Japanese White-eyes, Zosterops
japonicus) —ERABMERBRESR - WASHA
HELE- REEN-—REABHAREERSNE
1 - mEF AR EEMIOMfE L - EFEENZEKX
EMHNERELRET - FLIEESRE —EH08
F - EPRERANEIR - BEAHN - HAEES
FETHAX  BRRTHEZI - ERE—/E
HA-INEEFERINEES -

Description:

BT -

Size: as Ashy.

R BARUME—HAX

Head: dark, with greyish-blackish crown, ear
coverts, eye stripe (black on lores and
above bill) and narrow band immediately
above bill and narrow white band
extending from above the eye onto and
across forehead.

BMAMKEBEE - EJ - BIRA (RER
EEREE ) - M EERE A ERIERE
B—RENBES -

Upperparts: mantle and upperwing uniform

gD :

dark greyish (much darker than
Ashy), with only a minute amount
of white on apparently the tips of

a few central greater coverts.
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KM - Z B ENAE - #venil CUREeRH -
Ryukyu Minivet. Note narrow white band across forehead,
unmarked upperparts and dark breast band.

@) A#th(Photo: Da Chiao Lin)

HERIUMES - B—SRNEMBE - MiBRBHENERZENR
SEIEHIF|IZE 75 - Ryukyu Minivet: Another view of the same
bird. The black loral band can be seen to continue above the
bill in this photo.

@) A#H (Photo: Da Chiao Lin)

L ENRARESHH-—HNAXKS(BRLUMS
i) EHIPRABIRGKEE MR

Underparts: greyish (not white as in Ashy),
with obvious and rather wide dark
greyish breast band.

BT xe@EpenkURsEARE) - EBEHEERN

BIEXEMTE -

Tail: long, as Ashy.

EBaE : & - BERWLUMSHES -

Bare parts: black.

REr: Re -

Call: differing from Ashy in being flatter, shorter
and more rasping; like “blowing a
raspberry” .

BIE : ERUUMBAR - 8F - 85 - HRE - &

(EZEM R

"blowing a raspberry”

W 5T)

Discussion:

This is not the only Ryukyu "endemic"” to
have reached Chi Gu, with Ryukyu Flycatcher
Ficedula owstoni being an annual passage
migrant through the area, albeit in very low
numbers. There is, then, presumably some

post-breeding dispersal (or migration in the

24 May 2011 | FEATHER

case of Ryukyu Flycatcher) of certain species
breeding on the Ryukyu Islands, and further
records in Taiwan are to be expected, especially
in northern parts (as evidenced by the
November record from Yeh Liu). This species
may perhaps be best looked for following winter
cold fronts, or perhaps in amongst the flocks of
Ashy that spend the winter in northern Taiwan.
PEIE
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B, Rl BEYRERY) SEMEEFINIMIKGS
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TAINAN ENDEMIC SPECIES

The Yellow Tit is a scarce endemic species to Taiwan. It was first collected by Holst

in 1894, hence its” name. It is quite distinctive with bluish-black high-standing erect
crest and bright yellow in forechead, cheeks, throat and belly. The main habitat is in
mid-elevation forests where they are active in mid- to upper- storey of forests in pairs

or in small groups.

[ ottt (&) Sz i
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Birdwatchinginithe/North Pole

"In the end we will conserve only what we love, we will love only what we understand,
I

and we will understand only what we have been taught, - Senegalese poet Baba Dioum.

It's quite early that human beings have begun to explor the arctic area - In 325B.C - a
Greek sail mentioned in his log : "The Sun rise only 2 or 3 hours after sunset, should be
describing the places near artic circle.

In 1594 - Barents conducted three sailings to reach north 79°49' - In 1893 - Norway
explorer Nansen sailed the "Fram. reached north 85°55'based on the the ice floating

theory = In 1909 - Peary finally reached north 90°.

In Taiwan - as far as I know - there are no bird records around the north pole region -
so I set a goal for this sail : "find out which bird can fly northest to which altitude ,
Although I took the icebreaker in this sail - but it's more than 2,000K.M from north pole
to the nearest land - it still has some difficulty to get any help once if accident happen -
m Moreover - the seas of Barents is rough also. I had stayed on the deck gruelingly and
< endure the chilly cold to snap the photo of wild life and organized the data ° I sincerely
request the peer reviewing the article and give me correction advices.

- ST

A
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- Birding Sulawesi
Birding is a serious hobby. Once you count species, you will count every

ingle species for your life-list. More, following flipping wings to get
- ~ there, it is an adventure, journey, and lots of memories.

O Ewite

The "K" mark island of Sulawesi sits on the east side of Wallace’s line. Asian and Australasian

fauna world are divided by this imaginary line. Cross the line, Sulawesi endemics are very S

different from the west side of Boneo, Malay Archipelago. This big "K" island is best known for

e

~ birders around the world as Australasian shift in the avifauna. The island has eight national"ggékﬁ»;

and 82 endemic species, including 2003 Su. Cinnabar Owl, and 2009 Su. Flycatcher. Dﬁgngo :
12 day trip 2010, we visited Tangkoko, Bogani Nani Wartabone , Gunung Ambang . and Lore
- Lindu national park. We encountered 187 speciesrand 70 of 82 endemics that found nowhere

else in the world or Indonesia.
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« EEFHEEFMGZTangkoko
BERAEERENES

5/5 day 1: Manado, Tangkoko narure reserve, Lembeh Strait (boat)
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5/6 day 2 : Tangkoko N.R.
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A Satanic Nightjar

5/7 day3 : Tangkoko N.R.
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5/8 day4 : Tangkoko — Manado — Bogani Nani Wartabone N.P. (stay in Doloduo town)
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5/10 day6 : Kotamobagu , outside

Bogani Nani Waterbone N.P.
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Bird|Banding[Center, Report
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It’s the time of bird migration and the Ruddy ENVEIREERILRET

Turnstones in Australia are preparing to deparl to ( B TSEN B S B LR i ‘fﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ'%éﬁ'i)
1754 i a
the North for starting their migration season. Dr.

Minton wrote a mail to mention if the birders find NETEEELEEIRGERIES - MA
any flagged Ruddy Trunstone, please report the 9 DASSHEILEN A BIEEMSNILE - &bs
record to us. Thanks a lot. S EAEEE N - S E R AN E A2
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The Truth of Environmental Impact Assessment (17 ) —
the Hollowed-out Environmental Impact Assessment Act

On March 24th 2011, the Environmental
Protection Administration (EPA) announced the
amendment of Article 19 of the Enforcement
Rules of Environmental Impact Assessment Act
(EIAA). It is very evident that this amendment is
a pointed one, for the purpose of retaliating for
the third stage of Central Taiwan Science Park
(CTSP) whose development activity permissions
were abolished and whose work was ordered to
stop by the Administrative Court twice recently.

According to Article 5 Il of EIAA and the
authorized Rules, the EIA should be a two-stage
assessment, in which the development activity
with no adverse impact can pass EIA rapidly,
while the activity with "concern of a significant
should enter the
second stage of EIA. Thus, whether a second

impact on the environment”

stage of assessment is required will depend on
individual case. The members of Environmental
Impact Assessment Review Committee (EIARC)
should be allowed to have professional discretion
in determining whether such concerns exist in
each case.

Although the EPA claims that the amendment
they gave is to protect the professional discretion
of the EIARC members, it is in fact depriving
these members’ discretion power. As noted
above, the Administrative Court abolished the
conclusion of CTSP by giving the reason that EIA
did not complete the assessment of impact on
residents’ health and denouncing the EPA for
passing the EIA on an incorrect ground. However,
the EPA does not introspect their negligence on
making the conclusion of CTSP development,
but further intends to alter the original rules of
EIA provided in the Enforcement Rules of EIAA,

in order to make the Administrative Court disable

gy 2011 | FEATHER
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to fully examine the conclusions of development '

activities in the future. Since the arbitrary EPA is
attempting to hollow out the EIA system, it could
be expected that one day the EIAA would be
abolished by the EPA itself.
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When I first time| contact w1th micro im'a_géé, I don’t
know the thing that I sow, buy also surprised. It is
difficult that having the vision of beauty of small
biology in the absence of macro camera lens and

macro scopes.
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Chapter 2 & 3, Six Degrees: Our Future on A Hotter Planet

L

Chapter 2 states that although the oceans are a significant carbon sink, the uptake of excess CO2 which
results from human's burning of fossil fuels has caused serious problems: ocean acidification has caused
great damage to many shellfish population, plankton communities as well as coral reef ecosystems. Global
warming also brings droughts and famine thereby changing the life cycle of animals and indigenous people

in the North Pole but also affecting highly urbanized areas.

The other important concept is that during global warming, plants stop the process of photosynthesis

causing CO2 to be released to the air. This event happened during the heat wave of 2003 in Europe.

On the other hand, the chapter 3 of this book shows more problems from global warming. Once the global
warming causes the average temperature to increase by three centigrade degrees, more ecosystems will

react unusual and bring more disasters momentarily.

Some related climate models can be used for estimating some future situations in climate change certainly
even though some phenomena like global dimming still cannot be handled for using climate model and
cloud model. Some scientists can estimate many potential climate states in this century by setting up the

climate models and reviewing the temperature variations during the Pilocene Period.

Global warming affects so many aspects of the environment, so people need to attach importance to climate

change and try to cope with the many difficult situations now.
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It was reported that lots of wireworms were seen

Documents

during the September 21 earthquake in 1999. So I
wonder that what would have happened when lots of
Gray-faced Buzzard were seen on migration hundred
years ago. Was it documented? I have gone through
documents of Taiwan history and scarce data was
found. The earliest Taiwan document mentioning

“Southward Bound Eagle” was in 1960 in “The
Poetry of Tao Village” by Tsao Hsin Chen. The
Remark of Guoshin Well Statue in Tejanshan,
Taichung also mentioned flocks of eagle cried and
tired. Words are still passing by local people that the
flock of eagles hovering over Tejanshan, pecking

off their feathers along the hill to memorialize the

_J Adead soldiers of General Cheng in every late Spring.
ence people called them Southward Bound Eagle.

< n volume 28, Taiwan History (1918), it summed up
all saying written “Every Spring, flock of Eagles
flying from South to North to Tejanshan by the creek
of Daja, crying sadly. People of Chunghua called

them Southward Bound Eagle” .
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A Report of RW 2011 and Birding in Taman Negara, Malaysia

B O (EHRIE G I

Malaysian Nature Society’s 12th Raptor Watch was held in Tanjung Tuan, Malaysia on March 12-13,2011.
Tanjung Tuan, also known as Cape Rachado, has been identified as an IBA and Forest Reserve. The
programs of RW2011 include: opening ceremony, exhibitions, performances, activities and lectures. It was
amazing to watch so many raptors flew over the sky just above the fair grounds. The light house and the
observatory tower at Ilham Resort are the best sites for watching raptor’s migration. A total 11,905 raptors
were recorded during March 12-13. Most of them were Oriental Honey-buzzard with a few Black Baza,
Grey-faced Buzzard, Chinese Goshawk and Peregrine Falcon.

Most common birds observed in Tanjung Tuan are: Olived-backed Sunbird, Asian Glossy Starling, Zebra
Dove, Collared Kingfisher, Black-napped Oriole, White- throated Kingfisher, Blue-tailed Bee-eater,
Oriental Magpie-robin, Common Myna, and Yellow-vented Bulbul,

A post-bird fair trip was organized by the MNS to Taman Nagara. It is thought to be one of the oldest rain
forests in the world where fauna and flora are abundant. The three-day bird watching tour include trekking
and river trip (boat cruise) to explore the jungle. Some mammals were spotted: long-tailed macaque, wild
boar and foot prints of tapir.

A variety of birds were also observed, mainly: Black Hornbill, Oriental Magpie- robin, Asian Fairy-
bluebird, Coppersmith Barbet, Black-naped Oriole, Thick-billed Green Pigeon, Spotted Dove, Greater
Racket-tailed Drongo, Scalet-breasted Flowerpecker, Green Iora, Banded Pitta, Blue-throated Bee-eater,
Red-eyed Bulbul, Black-headed Bulbul, Spectacled Bulbul, Ashy Bulbul, Stripe-throated Bulbul, Scaly-
breasted Bulbul, Light-vented Bulbul.
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RRifEE -  REHTEER  BBARGHNHERZE
WA - ERENBSKREN -
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A Oriental Honey-buzzard 817543
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tree) - HRRECHNAEZBERSFTROATREE
RIEGEEY) - BEE S &SI Taman Negara E
ENBEAINE - EEREETIBIEMES(Changeable
Hawk-eagle) - #£f5 (Crested Serpent-eagle)
$ R ( Needletail ) - LEBEES AN ERH
& (Black Hornbill) - EARRI2WIE—H XX
EEHELRCE -

AHABEEE Kuala TahanMEED -
HItE X ERHEEUNER Taman Negarall
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=i WA O —AEE - F#EE (Common Tailor-bird) MEgHEH g ER
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—BERMLE MEEEFZNEMLUESANE HiE - mMEE ARIZITahan Hide - Swamp loop
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Drongo) - #El# 22 5 (Stork-billed Kingfisher) - 2 robin) * ¥ & (Asian Fairy-bluebird) « 75 i@ &

i
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7% - AEHISHIEE (KLIA Express) - BISER
Bl EHIS  EEM15:300 5 KT EEIFIE
AR -

ES
e
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[eater iRagkel-tailed Drongo KR

A Common Tailorbird §§ 5%

ABlue-throated Bee-eater BZHz 1§/
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Service Learning of Chung Yuan Christian University
Publicizing for the 2011 Asian Bird Fair

B @) DA THLY » 1| knew Wk ]

A group of students from the Chung Yuan Christian University used their
professional skills with creative ideas to do the Service Learning. They learned
to help the society by applyving professional skills to propose solutions. From
experiencing bird watching to participate in the bird exposition, and publicizing for
the 2011 Asian Bird Fair, these students learned the importance of coexisting with
the nature, and they are willing to contribute to our environment by cooperating with

the Chinese Wild Bird Federation.
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