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FIELATHRE !

A tack in the Lesser Goucal's belly!

(SRR e S DWER T

A man carried a Lesser Coucal to Wildlife First Aid Station, ESRI one day afternoon in July,

2011. The bird looked spirited, but there were some blood on its crotch. We anesthetized it and

found a rusty tack in its belly! I thought about some people who took birds photography used

tacks to immobile mealworms to attract some rare birds. If the Lesser Coucal ate such food and

swallowed a tack, I could only doubt. The Lesser Coucal operated total 5 times to suture its

recrudesced wound until October. It was better now and waiting for molt to be evaluated the

possibility of release.
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Observation of birds at Tai-Ping Creek, Taitung City

0 @) Gl falsn

The Taitung coast has steeper terrain that forms lesser wetlands, thus the chances to see waders are

comparatively slimmer and result in relative unfamiliarity for me with water birds. In order to overcome
the handicap in identifying waterfowl, I choose Tai-Ping Creek, 5 minutes away from my home, as my
target place to observe and record using my camera.

The Tai-Ping Creek is a county river. The main stream originates from the south-eastern part of Ma-Li
mountain which is 1,548m high in elevation. The main tributary is Da-Ba-Liu-giu river, which is 20.5Km
in length and flows into the Pacific Ocean, very close to the Tung-Hai Junior High School in Taitung City.

From 6 a.m to 8 a.m every morning, I drive the 4 wheel jeep to observe and take photo in Tai-Ping river for
2 hours. Basically | stay in the car, mounting the 600mm lens camera atop the green-pea bag I made and
attached to the frame base of my car window to search along the river bank. Additionally, I prepare a 100-
400mm lens camera for the birds flying overhead. From March 17th 1985 to January lst 2011, totalling
582 days and estimated about 1,164 hours, I recorded a total of 103 species, with 36 species belonging to
the order Charadriformes and 67 species belonging to non-order Charadriformes. During the course of my

observation, some interesting bird behavior were recorded and evidenced with photographs.

8 November 2011 | FEATHER
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LREBUSERHESHIERED
The use of citizen science for hird monitoring in Taiwan

3 BRERBIL ~ S0 TR R DL R £ RS R L

English Abstract

In order to meet the requirements of the twenty ‘Aichi Targets® defined by the Convention on
Biodiversity for the period 2011-2020, the adequacy of monitoring systems of biodiversity status
and trends needs to be assessed. Direct monitoring of population trends and structures of selected
species is necessary to calculate the indicators which have been chosen to present the state
and change of biodiversity. One of the challenges we face in Taiwan is the limited professional
capacity to implement continuous and comprehensive observation systems. Therefore, we have
turned to citizen science to foster collaborative scientific research involving both scientists and
volunteers. Bird is one of best group for biodiversity monitoring in global scale. In this article,
we briefly introduce three bird monitoring projects with public participation in Taiwan. The
Taiwan Breeding Bird Survey (BBS Taiwan) started in 2009 and is a joint project of the Taiwan
Endemic Species Research Institute (TESRI), the Chinese Wild Bird Federation and the Institute
of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at National Taiwan University. During the 2011 breeding
season, 218 volunteers took part in the annual survey of 244 grid-based sampling locations, each
consisting of 6 to 10 6-minutes point-count stations. With the revisiting of the same sampling
locations, the monitoring results of BBS Taiwan will provide reliable population trends for a large
proportion of the breeding birds. The Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship in Taiwan
(MAPS Taiwan) project run by TESRI uses constant effort mist-netting and banding to provide:
(a) annual indices of adult population size and post-fledging productivity and (b) annual estimates
of adult survival rate, adult population size and recruitment into the adult population. Since the
MAPS Taiwan project needs volunteers with particular skills and is more time-consuming, so far
only six stations have been established. Finally, the Stop Alien Invasive Specie (AIS Stop) aims
on gathering the immediately sighting records of any alien birds in Taiwan for quick responses in

their early invasive period when necessary.

12 November 2011 | FEATHER
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Breeding biology and conservation

of the Chinese Crested Tern (7halasseus Bernsteini)
DRSS ~ B ~ Mool ~ BB ~ EEkIC - TR0 ~ BBATAET ~ VLI

[ Abstract]

In this study. we used a low power-consumption wireless image transmission system to monitor Chinese
Crested Tern’s (Thalasseus Bernsteini) breeding colony at Matsu Island Tern Nature Reserve. With image
data, we got further understanding of the information of this species’ breeding biology and nest-site
habitat in order to facilitate the formulation of effective conservation plans. In April 2011, we as well as
Wild Bird Society of Taipei deployed decoys, image transmission system and auto time lapse cameras on
Central Island and Tiejian Island. The images of transmission system and auto time lapse cameras indicated
that Crested Tern (Thalasseus bergii) have arrived Central Island on 23 May. and Chinese Crested Tern
arrived on 25 May. Within a large colony of Crested Terns, Two Chinese Crested Tern nests were recorded
by camera after we adjusted the auto time lapse cameras in 11 June. Unfortunately, we found most of
the mixed breeding population of Crested Terns and Chinese Crested Terns on Central Island and Tigjian
Island abandoned their nests on June 15 and June 23 respectively. The number of abandoned nests on
Central Island was among 500 out of 700 total nests, and 250 out of 500 on Tiejian Island. According to
the image data from our image transmission system and cameras, we suggested that the potential factors of
abandonment were predation stress, weather and terrain condition.

[ Keywords ] Crested Tern, decoy, wireless image transmission system, Matsu Island Tern Nature Reserve
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Noise, light and vibrations did not deter a flock of egrets nesting in the woods beside the
highway. The sight of homing egrets deeply touched a truck driver who believes it is sort
of a miracle. The spectacle of watching the egrets nurturing their chicks reminds him of his
parents’ hard work in raising his family. He hopes to take good care of the patch of woods.
Inspired about this “miracle”, the author is reminded of the story of Indian Chief Seattle

who provides an excerpt thereafter.
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PAREREREMDNE -

How can you buy or sell the sky, the warmth of the
land? The idea is strange to us. If we do not own the
freshness of the air and the sparkle of the water, how

can you buy them?
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Every shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every
mist in the dark woods, every clear and humming
insect is holy in the memory of men..
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you must remember that it is sacred, and you must
teach your children that it is sacred...you must
henceforth give the rivers the kindness that you
would give my brother...you must remember that the
air is precious to us that the air shares its spirit with
all the life it supports.
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What is man without the beasts? If all the beasts
were gone, man would die from a great loneliness of
the spirit. For whatever happens to the beasts, soon

happens to man. All things are connected.
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You must teach your children that the ground

beneath their feet is the ashes of our grandfathers.
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So that they will respect the land, tell your children
that the Earth is rich with the lives of our kin. Teach
your children what we have taught our children, that
the Earth is our mother. Whatever befalls the Earth
befalls the sons of the Earth. If men spit upon the
ground, they spit upon themselves.
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This we know - the Earth does not belong to man -
man belongs to the Earth. This we know. All things
are connected like the blood, which unites one
family. All things are connected. Whatever befalls
the Earth - befalls the sons of the Earth. Man did not
weave the web of life - he is merely a strand in it.
Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself...
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The Earth is precious to God, and to harm the
Earth is to heap contempt on its Creator. Men too
shall pass, perhaps sooner than all other tribes.
Contaminate your bed, and you will one night
suffocate in your own waste.
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The Voice of a Bird Lover
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On a weekend in August, a bunch of photographers with huge lenses appeared in the quiet village of
Yuanlin. They removed branches covering a nest of a Black-naped Monarch and then happily took
photos of the mother bird feeding her chicks. More and more photographers appeared thereafter. A
woman who often took a walk nearby told me that one of the 2 chicks is missing. A week after, a cage
was found hanging high on a tree with a baby bird inside. The mother bird was flying around her baby
and crying. Later on, the photographers took out the baby bird and put it on a branch to take photos
of the mother feeding her baby. I tried to ask help from local government and the press to no avail. 1
decided to take action on my own. On the evening of 14th August, I climbed up the tree and released
the caged bird, and put it back on its nest. Luckily the birds fly away next morning. That morning
the photographers went away disappointedly with the cage and the little village resumed its quietness
again.

[ urge that all bird societies and Community Colleges not to take photos of cage birds, and do not use
photos of cage birds. I also strongly denounced the teachers of Community Colleges who taught their

students to take photos of cage birds.
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A white morph Asian Paradise-flycatcher was found in Matsu

On my way to school, [ saw a white morph Asian Paradise-flycatcher in Matsu on May 6th. Later on, [

shared the excitement with my students. The surprise looks from these kids™ happy faces is much more

precious than knowledge gained from reading books. I found out that this bird is rare in Taiwan and most

photos posted on Taiwan websites were taken in Sri Lanka. One of my friends told me he saw the bird in

May last year, which could have meant that Asia Paradise-flycatcher pass Matsu regularly in May. | expect
Y ) ) I g ) )

to see the bird same time next year.
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B2 : Porzana paykullii

2 : Band-bellied Crake
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Taiwan endemic bifdé

| (Pycnonotus taivanus)

The Taiwan endemic, Styan’s Bulbul is the bird of Taitung County. They look so similar to

their relatives, the Light-vented Bulbul, in western Taiwan. The differences are a black crown,

without a white patch and the black and thick malar stripe. Styan’s Bulbul are distributed only

in Eastern Taiwan. They are common in low land areas from city parks to farmland. However

the religious practice of releasing captive birds have caused the introduction of Light-vented

Bulbuls in areas where Stayna’s Bulbuls are only found. This practice have caused cross-

breeding between these two species and threatens the strain of this endemic species.
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rdwatching in the Nort

TIn the end we will conserve only what we love, we will love only what
we understand, and we will understand only what we have been taught ; -

Senegalese poet Baba Dioum.
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HHY - 1 ----FENDINATEF ABaba Dioum.
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There are two diffenent subspecies Bar-tailed godwits ( Limosa lapponica
menzbieri & baueri ) in EAA flyway. From the results by satellite telemetry, we
found the population in East Australia and New Zealand (menzbieri) fly to Bohai
Bay directly, and the population in north-west Australia (bauerr) flew through the
coast area of Mainland China and also Taiwan. But some records in Taiwan are
more baueri than menzbieri. Thus, we hope if any birders have any information

of Bar-tailed Godwit, it would be very useful to help us to know more about them.
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Six Degrees

Chapter 4,

As global temperatures continue to rise, the Chinese
Wild Bird Federation continues to educate it’s
members on the effects of climate change. The
study group focused on Chapter 4 of the book “SIX
DEGREES ; Our Future on A Hotter Planet” once
again,

The effects of catastrophes such as desertification,
the great floods in major coastal cities, the problems
of food provisions and so on, also causes the
damage level to become more intense. On the other
hand, since natural resource are limited, while more
and more people in developing countries continue
to change their lifestyle, they not only waste more
resources but also cause make more pollution. This
situation is very dangerous and terrible. If humans
cannot economize on water, plants, energy and
other resources and continue to live in luxury, life
on earth will collapse. The global changes due to
the greenhouse effect happening right now are just
the tip of the iceberg. In the future, we face more

and more difficulties.
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The 2" Asian Bird Fair was held at Anping Harbour in Tainan, Taiwan on October 15-16, 2011. The
organizers, Chinese Wild Bird Federation and the Wild Bird Society of Tainan warmly welcomed
delegates from the world with a performance by aboriginal kids. It was also the birthday of Anna
Gonzales, the President of the Wild Bird Club of the Philippines. She was presented a birthday
cake and received a lovely gift from an aboriginal girl. Delegates from 10 countries representing
13 international organizations, 21 local organizations and 13 commercial partners gathered in
Tainan for an event of regional importance. During the hot and lively fair, ABF founders also met
to plan for future cooperation. All good things must come to an end with a promise to sce each
other at the 3rd Asian Bird Fair in Thailand next year. The farewell party was held within the

beautiful gardens of Anping Castle. We, Asian Bird Fair founders, made history together in Tainan.
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The spotting scope is the advanced tool for Bird-watching. It has higher magnification than the binocular.
And it can connect with photo or video camera to catch the image of birds.

At the beginning, you must consider two important elements of the telescope before you buy. One
is magnification. Generally, it's good for bird-watching from 20X to 60X. Another one is diameter
of objective lens. Because the bigger ones can receive more light, you can get higher brightness and
resolution.

And then, you must continue to think over its optical quality. Coated lens can reduce the reflectivity and
increase the penetrability. Coated types decide the image contrast and brightness. Multi-coated lens is
better than the single-coated one. But if your pocket allow, the best choice is fully multi-coated telescope.
Another thing about optical quality is color fringing. You can choose telescope with ultra disappear
chromatic dispersion lens, for example, FL and ED.

At last, something like waterproof, tube material, focus wheel type, and etc, are also important. You
can choose which you like and need. Of course, it is better for you to buy telescope from a shop with

professional and nice after-care service,
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