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Something you have to know about Short-tailed albatross
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“Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses
and Petrels (ACAP) ” is a multilateral agreement
which seeks to conserve albatrosses and petrels
by coordinating international activity. ACAP

came into force in February 2004 and now

have 13 signatories and covers 29 species of

albatrosses and petrels.
Short-tailed albatross Phoebastria albatrus was
the only one species of the Diomedeidae that
breeding in Peng Jia Island and Penghu Islands
and disappeared from Taiwan since 1935. Now,
the international conservation of albatross is
fiery. We need to know more about this “big”
bird and wish it will fly around the blue water

in Taiwan again.
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Impact of Taiwanese dist:
consernvation measures

Abstract

Facing the global concerns on incidental
catch of seabirds by fisheries, Taiwan started
to focus on bycatch issues in 2000s. The
frameworks have been established by three
stages. First, Taiwanese government collected
related education materials, provided to
fishermen for outreach purpose. Second,
onboard observer program is conducted for
data collection and research since 2002.
Third, domestic mandatory mitigation and
conservation measures are adopted for
requesting fishermen fishing in high latitude
shall use mitigation measures. Improving

the observation program, international

12 February 2011 | FEATHER

cooperation in research, enforcement
mitigation measures in hotspots would
be the key issues in successful seabirds

conservation.
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Seabirds killed by by-catch
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- A new global estimate of the impact of
longline fisheries reveals that, despite efforts

 to reduce seabird deaths, upward of 300,000

seabirds are still being killed every year.

- The study, by scientists from BirdLife
International and the Royal Society for
Protection of Birds, is published in the

journal Endangered Species Research,
TRl A R

A R~ M

{WorldBirdwatch magazine,
September 2011 Volume33 No.3)
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Birdlife Speaks Out on New Zealand Seabird Bycatch

26 February 2011 |

[R5 S 5
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BirdLife International has joined forces
with its New Zealand Partner Forest & Bird

to remind their government there of its

responsibilities towards reducing the toll of

seabirds in the country’s fisheries.

New Zealand’s Ministry of Fisheries recently
released a draft seabird by-catch policy
to replace a National Plan of Action for
Seabirds. The draft policy offers no concrete
steps to reduce the by-catch of seabirds,
which in a risk assessment report done for
the ministry is estimated at between 22,200
and 40,900 annually within New Zealand’s

exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
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Observation of birds at T

The Taitung coast has more steep terrain that
forms lesser wetland, the chances for us to meet
wader is comparatively lesser and result in relative
unfamiliarity of me with these birds. In order to
overcome the defect in recognizing waterfowel, |
choose the Tai-Ping creek that is 5 minute away
from my home as the target place to observe and
record using camera in assistance.

The Tai-Ping creek is a county river, the main
stream origin from the south-eastern part of Ma-
Li mountain which is 1,548m high in elevation.
The main tributary is Da-Ba-Liu-giu creek, which
is 20.5Km in length and flow into Pacific ocean
where the location is very close to the Tung-Hai
Junior High School in Taitung city.

From 6 a.m to 8 a.m every morning, I drive the 4

28 February 2011 | FEATHER

g Creek, Taitung City

&0 A
wheel jeep to observe and take photo in Tai-Ping
creek for 2 hours. Basically I do not get out of the
car, mounting the 600mm lens camera atop the
green-pea bag made by myself and attatched to the
frame base of car window to search along the river
bank. Additionally, 1 prepare a 100-400mm lens
camera for the birds flying over my head. From
March 17th 1985 to January st 2011, totally it is
582 days and estimated about 1,164 hours for me
to engage this task. Among all, 103 species of birds
been recorded, 36 species are order Charadriformes
and 67 species are order non-Charadriformes.
During the course of my observation, some
interesting behavior of birds are recorded and

evidenced with photographs.
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is so common that when you enter a
low to médium altitude forest you are
hard not to notice their unique call in
the reproduction season. They have
ability to excavate cavity for nest, is
one of four primary cavity excavators
in Taiwan. They are usually fruitarian,
but feeding chicks by fruits, insects
and small vertebrates. In these years,
the disturbance of photographer is one

of the main problems in conservation

of Taiwan Barbet.
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This time we read the chapter 5. If the

average temperature goes up 5°C , the polar regions

will disappear, and subtropical rainforests will also
be complete destruction by earlier conflagration
events. In fact, the sea level rises much large and
most coastal cities are broken, later the inland
cities are even inundated by the heavy sea water.
Because of serious desertification, the draining of
groundwater, and the broken forest ecosystem and
so on, human will lose most agricultural regions
and suffer heavy shortage of grain. However the
most dreadful situation is about large releasing of
methane which will make the climate warming
out of control completely. Most of the methane
hydrate is in storage in sediments of the ocean.
Organic carbon comes from the mineralization and
deposition of the dead plankton which was buried
in seabed over millions of years. The bacteria
can produce methane from the dead plankton in
hundreds of meters below the sea floor. Then most

of methane can freeze into methane hydrates in
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high pressure and low temperature environment.

This type of chemicals hold thousands of gigatons
of carbon as methane so now lots of people also
want to use them to replace coal and oil. However,
if the temperature goes up too extremely, the
methane hydrate will start to decompose and
release much methane to the air. In earth history,
in Paleocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum period,
there was a similar situation about decompose
of methane hydrate by pressure reducing which
resulted from disturbance of seabed. We should
know if large amount of methane just add, the
world would fall into extremely terrible high
temperature environment which makes many
animal species become extinct. The counter
attack of nature is terrible! No one can ignore the

problem!
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[l The Second Yushan National Park Bird resources and
Bird-watching Activity- the Coming Era of Environmental

Education and Biodiversity

Yushan, Jade Mt., is one of the most valuable

areas which entered the 28 final candidates of

the New 7 Wonders of Nature in 2011, being
very high biodiversity in Taiwan and in the
world. The 2nd Bird Race and Bird-Watching
Activity was held at the surrounding Tataka
Visitor Center of Yushan National Park,

including group A with 11 teams for bird

species and Group B with over 50 people for

bird-watching nature observation. After 24-

hour bird race for species and numbers, Top 3

teams all have recorded more than 50 species
and accumulated 77 species totally in the
arca. At the end of the awarding ceremony,
we are very happy to know that not only
group A has observed those wonderful
feathered creatures, but the public in group
B has found the beauty of biodiversity in the
nature. There is no doubt that the coming era
will have more issues about environmental
education and conservation in any kind of

activities in nature.

L TERA TP R B AU e
Lang-Li Liu (Department of Tourism and Hospitality, Kainan University)
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Expat birders race to spot Taiwan’s feathered
treasures. (By Steven Crook)

www.taiwantoday.tw/ctasp?xltem=181297&ctNode=427

EXUESBES L - %5585 Richard
Foster RARDZBINBREECERANER
HEARIME - B ARER - RISL@
gJLUTRENESER HPIELERAREH
—MESALFREERN - B Richard B Al
RE - WP ESEERNENABLR
THEENEBALAREMY EBEHLED
B HEAENBRMILZSRE  BRHE
MR EREREE -

BEEE

©BBC.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Bird (or
search for ‘BBC birds’ ) Good general
(simple) information and videos on
birds. BIENFEABRER -

©Fatbirder.
http://www.fatbirder.com/ Lots of
information and links to anything bird/
birding related. FEFFEEE « #iEE
AL R AER R EMAE -
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Xeno-cantu.

http://www.xeno-canto.org/ Bird Sounds.
How about adding your own sounds! &
ZRNEEMEL - BERIRKEABTRSE
EELTEERIBARH - BKA
EeENRRINOLUZRH -

Bird Forum.

http://www.birdforum.net/forum.php
Great discussions on anything related
to birds - why not join in! B A= -
BUD KRR —IEMA -

@Surfbirds.

http://www.surfbirds.com/ ; http://www.
surfbirds.com/rankings.html

Lots of information, but the best part is
the life and year lists. In 2012 can we
starta ‘Taiwan’ list - with Taiwanese
contributors? FlEFFREEE  REE
#ZE life and year lists. FE 2012 &
Ria @ 8NERMATaIMAZR

Taiwan' list.

(©) Oriental Bird Images.

http://orientalbirdimages.org/Great
for researching images.Do you have
photos to contribute? B % 50 i B 88 A
AL BIDEHRENSERA -

Travelling Birder.

http://iwww.travellingbirder.com/Detailed
and practical reports from birding trips.
Could you write a report on your next
trip overseas...or Matsu, Dasyueshan,
Yushan? o] LUIR AR AMEI A SRS & (22
R ) ERMNER - thoIBREE
IEZMNERHEIE -
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