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Abstract

Walther 2011  reported the first documented nesting attempt by the Red-whiskered 

Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus in Taiwan in May 2010. Through the Facebook-based group 

Formosa-birding,  I became aware of a second nesting attempt of the Red-whiskered 

Bulbul in Taiwan in June 2014 about 8.4 km away from the first site. I give details of this new 

nest, and briefly discuss the implications of what could be a successful invasion process 

currently undergoing in south-western Taipei. 

Key Words:  invasive species nesting Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus

 Taiwan

Short running title:  Second nest of red-whiskered bulbul in Taiwan

紅耳鵯 ( Pycnonotus jocosus )

在臺灣的第二筆
繁殖紀錄

鳥類研究
Research

華博諾
1

1‧台北醫學大學公共衛生暨營養學院   
台北市吳興街 250號
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The red-whiskered bulbul Pycnonotus 

jocosus is widespread throughout the central 

and eastern parts of the sub-Indian continent 

and south-east Asia, but does not naturally 

occur in Taiwan. However, it is sold in 

Taiwan s bird markets, and must have been 

released repeatedly into the wild because 

the species has been regularly observed 

since 1985 in various lowland parts of Taiwan 

Walther 2011 . Walther 2011  reported 

the first documented nesting attempt by 

the Red-whiskered Bulbul in Taipei, Taiwan 

25º 01  04.1  N, 121º 33  47.9  E  

in May 2010. However, the two nestlings 

disappeared before fledging, so this attempt 

was not successful.

1985

Walther 2011

Here I report on the second documented 

nesting attempt. I became aware of this 

attempt while using the Facebook-based 

group Formosa-birding  www.facebook.

com/groups/formosabirding . The original 

Facebook posts and all  the fol lowing 

information were provided by Li Zhi-Wei 

 who I thank for his efforts further 

information at http://tinyurl.com/l2stwdt . 

The nest containing four hatched nestlings 

was first discovered on 21 June 2014 near 

White Pao Lake, Xizhi District, New Taipei 

City Fig. 1 . The surrounding habitat 

within 500 m is a patchy mixture of secondary 

forests, bamboo stands, agricultural fields, 

grassy and weedy patches, and some open 

areas around buildings. The nest was located 

in dense ferns, grasses and other vegetation 

growing along a roadside Fig. 2, see also 

Chen 2014 . The parents were actively 

feeding the nestlings which were already 

feathered and appeared almost ready to 

fledge. The placement and clutch size of this 

second nest accord with those documented 

for wild populations Fishpool and Tobias 

2005, Walther 2011 . This second nest was 

located about 8.4 km north-west of the first 

nest reported in Walther 2011 , while 

the nesting date is about a month later. 

Unfortunately, I could not ascertain whether 

the hatchlings fledged successfully and left 

the nest. However, this nest was more likely 

to be successful than the one described in 

Walther 2011  because the hatchlings 

were closer to fledging than the ones 

described in Walther 2011 .

For a successful invasion to happen, a 

species must pass several invasive stages: 

transport, release, and establishment 

Blackburn et al. 2009 . Currently, the red-

whiskered bulbul is probably undergoing 

a successful establishment process in 

south-western Taipei. Given the relatively 

low observer density in this part of the 

city, it is likely that more than the two 

nests documented here and in Walther 

2011  have been established in the 

previous few years. However, several studies 

summarized in Blackburn et al. 2009  

showed that propagate pressure which 

combines the number of  introduction 

events and the number of  individuals 

per introduction  is positively related to 

establishment success. These studies also 

indicated that introductions of fewer than 20 

individuals will very likely be unsuccessful. 

In the case of the red-whiskered bulbul, it 

is therefore essential to urgently establish 

the current breeding population in Taipei to 

gauge if a successful establishment may be 

underway. After all, the red-whiskered bulbul 

rapidly colonized other islands, e.g., the 

2515 km2 island of Réunion Clergeau and 

Mandon-Dalger 2001; other examples and 

possible negative impacts of a successful 

establishment are summarized in Walther 

2011 . Therefore, the red-whiskered bulbul 

should be included in monitoring programs, 

observers should continue to report breeding 

attempts, and steps should be undertaken 

to eradicate this population if the species is 

deemed a potential menace for Taiwan s 

biota. A similar effort is currently underway 

to eradicate the invasive white-rumped 

shama Copsychus malabaricus Fan et al. 

2009 . Another species which has recently 

spread across Taipei is the Asian Glossy 

Starling Aplonis panayensis. In 2010, it 

apparently only bred around Chiang Kai-

shek Memorial Hall; in that year, I did not 

observe the species around National Taiwan 

University, Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Hall, Taipei 

Main Station or Taipei Medical University. 

In 2014, this species was found in all of 

these localities and several others. Citizen-

science can play a great role in gathering 

and disseminating such natural history 

information e.g., Sullivan et al. 2014 , 

as evidenced by the Facebook-based group 

Formosa-birding  and other similar 

initiatives e.g., Lin et al. 2014 .

Literature Cited
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Fig. 1. The location of the nest 25º02 49.50 N, 121º38 20.50 E) photographed by 

the author on 14 September 2014. When going up Hengke Road, Xizhi District, New 

Taipei City towards White Pao Lake , the location is 

found on the right side of the road about 150 m before reaching the lake. The bottom 

of the photo is just above street level, and the nest was located approximately 5 m 

above street level within the dense vegetation.

Fig. 2. The nest of the red-whiskered bulbul containing an adult and four nestlings 

(three visible here), photographed on 23 June 2014 by Lee Chang-Kuan .

鳥類研究 ResearchResearch鳥類研究 紅耳鵯 (Pycnonotus jocosus)在臺灣的第二筆繁殖紀錄
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2013年鄂霍次克海巡航之旅（上）Global View寰宇視野 寰宇視野 Global View
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2013年鄂霍次克海巡航之旅（上）Global View寰宇視野 寰宇視野 Global View
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2013年鄂霍次克海巡航之旅（上）Global View寰宇視野 寰宇視野 Global View
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環境教育 Environmental Education蘭陽博物館鳥類調查運用於環境教育課程之設計Environmental Education環境教育
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1. 

2. 
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蘭陽博物館鳥類調查運用於環境教育課程之設計Environmental Education環境教育
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稀有鳥種
發現記錄
Rare Birds

中名：淡眉柳鶯
稀有鳥種發現記錄表

英名：Hume's Warbler
學名： Phylloscopus humei
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   4 355

文╱攝影──李泰花

O3

O4
3

 

tai***59@yahoo.com.tw

09**18**10

Hume's Warbler

網址：http://nc.kl.edu.tw/bbs/showthread.php?t=50097
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O7

稀有鳥種發現記錄 Rare Birds



58       飛羽  FEATHER ╱ Vol.266 59Vol.266 ╱ FEATHER   飛羽

稀有鳥種
發現記錄
Rare Birds

中名：黃腹山雀
稀有鳥種發現記錄表

英名：Yellow-bellied Tit 
學名： Periparus venustulus
文╱攝影──許進西
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稀有鳥種發現記錄 Rare Birds
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O3

O4

稀有鳥種
發現記錄
Rare Birds

中名：黃腹山雀
稀有鳥種發現記錄表

英名：Yellow-bellied Tit 
學名： Periparus venustulus
文╱攝影──李啟文

 

hah***08@yahoo.com.tw

09**28**05            06 2**03**
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稀有鳥種發現記錄 Rare Birds
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鳥會櫥窗
Partner News

鳥會櫥窗 Partner News




