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保育資訊Conservation
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Conservation保育資訊 BBS Taiwan讓我們用資料說話：常見留鳥沿地理梯度的豐度分布型態 保育資訊Conservation
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保育資訊
Conservation
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Conservation保育資訊 臺灣新年數鳥嘉年華 2015雁鴨報告 保育資訊Conservation
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Conservation保育資訊 臺灣新年數鳥嘉年華 2015雁鴨報告 保育資訊Conservation

1 2

6 2165 12 397

8 571 1 15 45 250

9 132 1 1 1 55

4 102 2 92

4 672 206

1 8

2 27 22

4 19 4

4 171 168

1 1 1

7 141 20

4 83 7 63

4 83 62 1

2 68 58

4 55 5 18

1 2

25339 84 40 3848 155 2347

2

79 2 1673 2

17 43 194 6

7 58 1 1 7

5 3

2 18 446

8

5

2 12 1

1 1 1

24 6 19 8 63 1

9 4

3 17

10

24 8

2

7388 2392 68 6609 158 2179 61

1 NYBC2015



24       飛羽  FEATHER ╱ Vol.271 25Vol.271 ╱ FEATHER   飛羽

保育資訊Conservation

保育資訊
Conservation2014增設

及 2015預訂 
台灣 IBA簡介
文──台灣重要野鳥棲地手冊  第二版

1998 IBA

1999 IBA

2000 53 IBA

2013 2014

14 54 IBA TW054 2015

2 IBA 56 IBA

IBA

TW054

高雄
茄萣濕地

 
 120 10' 23 53'

 0
 171

IBA  A1 A4i
 

1

1943 1970 1976
1987

1-6 1-1 82

1-1

15000

IBA
A1 A4i

IBA 2008-2014

                 
           2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

- - 5 55 56 154 285

5000 8039 2500 4014 6548 250 398

2010 2011 3 55
2012 3 56 2013 2-3 154 2014 285 2013-14

9.5%
150

8



26       飛羽  FEATHER ╱ Vol.271 27Vol.271 ╱ FEATHER   飛羽

 6 6
 26
 

 1-4 2013 1-4
30 1-1

1-4

 
1-1 45

1000 VILLA

 

 2007 12 2011 1

Bird, J.P., Lees, A.C., Chowdury, S.U., Martin, R. & Ul Haque, E. 2010 . A survey of the Critically 
Endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus in Bangladesh and key future research and 
conservation recommendations. Forktail 26, 1-8.
Chowdury, S.U., Foysal, M., Das, D.K., Mohsanin, S., Diyan, M.A.A. & Alam, A.B.M.S. 2011 . Seasonal 
occurrence and site use by shorebirds at Sonadia Island, Cox s Bazar, Bangladesh. Wader Study Group 
Bulletin, 118 2 , 77 – 81.
EAAFP 2011  Site Information Sheet on Sonadia, Bangladesh. East Asian – Australasian Flyway 
Partnership. Available at: http://www.eaaflyway.net/documents/network/sis/sis-bang-eaaf103.pdf.
Chowdury, S.U. 2012  Survey and conservation of the critically endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper in 
Bangladesh.  Ibis 154, 210-211.

2011
2011 2011

http://webdata.bird.org.tw/index.php

 

 

Conservation保育資訊 2014增設及 2015預訂台灣 IBA簡介 保育資訊Conservation



28       飛羽  FEATHER ╱ Vol.271 29Vol.271 ╱ FEATHER   飛羽

Conservation保育資訊 2014增設及 2015預訂台灣 IBA簡介 保育資訊Conservation
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A possible case of 
choking to death 
in a juvenile 
black-crowned night heron
Bruno A. Walther1*and Alexander Kunz2

1Master Program in Global Health and Development College of 
Public Health and Nutrition, Taipei Medical University
250 Wu-Hsing St., Taipei 110, Taiwan, （R.O.C.）

2Department of Geosciences, National Taiwan University, No.1, 
Sec.4, Roosevelt Road, Taipei 10617, Taiwan （R.O.C.）

*Corresponding author: bawalther2009@gmail.com
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鳥類研究 ResearchResearch鳥類研究 A possible case of choking to death in a juvenile black-crowned night heron

T h e  b l a c k - c ro w n e d  n i g h t  h e ro n 

Nycticorax nycticorax is distributed all 

across Taiwan, found mostly in low-altitude 

wetlands, mangroves, ponds, rivers and 

streams, but also found in suitable mid-

altitude habitats Severinghaus et al. 

2010 . On 28 September 2015, the second 

author and other members of his hiking 

group including the photographer of Fig. 

1  observed a dead juvenile black-crowned 

night heron floating in the water of the Sun 

Moon Lake . The intriguing detail is 

the tilapia fish probably an Oreochromis sp. 

hybrid, based on the characters of a longer, 

round anal and tail fin, and the location  

stuck in the beak of this individual suggesting 

that this juvenile and possibly inexperienced 

bird may have died of choking. Naturally, 

without having witnessed the actual death, 

this bird may have died of other causes while 

the fish was stuck in its beak, e.g., shooting 

or being struck by an object. Since the bird 

was not recovered, alternative causes of 

death cannot be excluded. However, the 

bird was observed just before the arrival of 

typhoon Dujuan when conditions were not 

windy yet, so being struck by objects moved 

by strong winds was not a likely cause. 

A quick search of the internet brought 

up several dozen documented cases of 

birds choking to death on fishes and other 

prey items, which involved mostly fish-

eating species such as cormorants e.g., 

Morejohn 1969 , gannets e.g., Quigley and 

O'Flynn 2014 , grebes e.g., Bell 1968 , 

herons e.g., Ryder 1950 , mergansers 

e.g., Wick and Rogers 1957  and pelicans 

e.g., Larivière 2004 , but also members 

of several other bird families unpublished 

data . 

While some of the documented cases 

involved juveniles, many others involved 

adults. Therefore, inexperience with handling 

relatively large fishes could be the cause 

of this individual s death Fig. 1 , but 

even experienced adult birds died trying to 

consume fishes which are too large or spiny 

and then get stuck in their throats.

As these documented cases involve 

mostly fish-eating bird species, and many 

of them herons, the present case Fig. 

1  is not unusual, but may still be the first 

documented case fatality for Taiwan. Non-

fatal choking had been observed previously 

by T.-S. Ding and Y.-T. Lin in litt. 2015  

and by Lin 2011  who personally rescued 

an almost asphyxiated little egret Egretta 

garzetta in Taipei in 2011 by removing a fish 

stuck in the beak by hand.

We report this curious case to encourage 

birdwatchers to document interesting and 

rare behaviors or cases of deaths with 

written reports, photographs and videos 

because they otherwise do not enter the 

scientific literature. We thank Johnson Chang 

for the use of the photo, Tzung-Su Ding and 

Ruey-Shing Lin for additional information, 

Susan Mvungi for sending references, Shiao-

Yu Hong, Yu-Teh Lin and Cheng-hsiung Yang 

for helping with the fish s identification, and 

Yu-Wen Emily Dai for translating Chinese 

texts.
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Fig. 1. Dead juvenile black-crowned night heron floating in the water of Sun Moon 

Lake , Nantou County, at approximately at 23.865250 N, 120.908663 E, next 

to the pier near the Karuizawa Villa hotel  on 28 September 

2015, 11:00 hours. Photo taken by Johnson Chang .

Fig. 1
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文───中華鳥會

寰宇視野
Global View

The British Birdwatching Fair         

1988

Tim Appleton MartinDavies

Rutland 

Wetland

1989

3000

Doñana

10000 26

450 500

2015

27 Tim Appleton

Lorraine Eastenton

369 450

25000

300,000

Protecting migratory birds in the Eastern 

Mediterranean

15 8

4

NGO

15

Taiwan Ecotour

Richard Foster

Taiwan Ecotour

IBAs

Patricia 

Zurita Patricia Zurita 1999

IBA

Zurita

Oriental Bird 

Club Mike Edgecombe

NGO

Forktail Birding Asia

Forktail Science Citation Index

SCI

Birding Asia

Edgecombe

Edgecombe

Forktail Birding Asia

20

寰宇視野 Global View



44       飛羽  FEATHER ╱ Vol.271 45Vol.271 ╱ FEATHER   飛羽
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稀有鳥種
發現記錄
Rare Birds
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