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Trip Report
2016 Dasyueshan Bird Race

X [#EE—Malaysia Wild Bird Club
Andy Lee Kok Lean, Tang Tuck Hong,

Low Kok Hen, Lee Keen Seong

(FEE R SRR > I SCTIER)

Introduction

Wild Bird Club Malaysia was officially formed on 28 November 2015. Being a newly formed
organization, there is a necessity for this organization to liaise and work closely with other
institutions from within the country or overseas for whatever activities that concerns avifauna.

Taiwan was chosen to be the first oversea country for the above purpose.

Coincidently, a bird race namely ‘Dasyueshan National Forest Recreation Area Integnational Bird
Race 2016° would be organized by the Dongshih Forest District Offic_

Chinese Wild Bird Federation from 29th to 30th April,

Wild Bird *"lecided to participate in this event.
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Map of Taiwan

The yellow stars shown in the map indicate places we visited for bird watching activities.

Some geographical facts about this island:

Location East Asia

Area 35,883 km? (13,855 sq mi)  (Pahang state 36,137 km?)
Length 394 km (244.8 mi)

Width 144 km (89.5 mi)

Highest point Yu Shan (Pahang = Gunung Tahan)
Population 23.48 million (Oct 2015) (Pahang = 1.6 million, year 2015)
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https://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Geography_of_Taiwan&amp;params=23_46_N_121_0_E_
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yu_Shan

LTS

Participants

Initially, 8 members responded to participate in this event. Due to some unforeseen circumstances, 1
member pulled out, leaving only 7 members participating.

According to the race rule, para. G, each participating team is to be comprised of 3-4 people (with
one team caption), thus we divided ourselves into 2 separate teams as follow:

Team No. 1

Caption: WBCM Hornbill Team members:
Andy Lee Kok Lean

Tang Tuck Hong

Low Kok Hen

Lee Keen Seong

A W DN B

This team would travel in a vehicle driven
by Schumi Wu, who was also an
experienced bird watcher.

L R/ER/RE /R

Team No. 2 [ © 2016

P, T ARG RS,

Caption: WBCM Trogon Team members:
1 P. Thomas Simon
2 Syafiq
3 Alan Koh

/ ==
=

This team would travel in a vehicle
driven by Patrick Li, of whom we met
during the Kuala Tahan National Park bird
race last year.

INsEps=—
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Journey to Taiwan
All the WBCM participants were new to Taiwan birds. Our knowledge for birds’

HXTE

language is almost zero. As a result of it, we decided to go to Taiwan few days before the race

commenced, so that we would be more familiarized with the Taiwan local species by doing lots of

bird watching from lowland to montane, including beaches and swamps.

On 23rd April, we boarded Air Asia AK170 at KLIA2.
Flight took off according to schedule at 8:30am, and landed
at Kaohsiung airport at 1:00pm.

After a short wait, Schumi and Patrick picked us up.
We wasted no time and started birding after a quick lunch.

For the following days, prior to Dasyueshan bird race, we did §
our bird watching activities as serious as possible, trying to

A Photographic Guide to the

digest whatever bird that we came across. Most birds were lifer to us. The 2 types of bird guide
books we brought along helps a lot to solve many of our doubts.

Places we visited prior to the race were as follow:

23/4/2016

24/4/2016

25/4/2016

26/4/2016

27/4/2016

28/4/2016

Fonglin, Shihzih. AT AR

Shuangliou National Forest Recreation Area &7 58 52 A bA i 4 [

National Pintung University of Science and Technology [&17 5 BifH AL
Huben, JHIA,

NationalYunlin Universiti of Science and Technology [E17EMFHE AL
Shin-Tsen, Budai Wetland 7G358 4L B

Aogu Wetland Z&5 280

Hanbao Wetland & &5)ZH,

Alishan Forest Recreation Area [a] B [ [ [ZR Rz 44
Linnei, Yunlin #R}N,ZEHK

Nan Sheng, Dounan =55 » FEIE

Alishan Youth Activity Centre [ B (|5 E&E) 00
Sinyi {55

Alishan Dabang [ B (] 3

Tong Lin faffff
Dasyueshan KZE(l]
Lungkuomai Forest Trail FE#EHk

28 )] FEATHER, Vol.276

name in Chinese
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A Fleld Guide to the
Birds of Talwan
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u.

Tuck Hohg

ATaiwan Memory— Pied Avocet by Tang

A Alishan adventure

- B e s =g T S
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Date: 28 April 2016 (Thursday)
After 6 days of solid training and practice, we were ready for the race with full confidence.

We went up to Dasyueshan one day earlier before the actual race began. To us, it was an advantage to
get ourselves familiarized with the environment there, which includes the condition of roads and
tracks, the boundaries for race zone A, B and C, as well as weather condition etc.

After checking into the rooms arranged by the organizer, we immediately did a mock practice. This
was proved to be a very wise move, it made us more familiar with Dasyueshan species. We also
manage to locate area where Mikado Pheasant used to display its charm and beauty.

Driving up and down Dasyueshan is no joking business. The winding and narrow road condition can
easily make the passengers throw out whatever food they consumed earlier. For that matter, we were
very lucky to have Mr. Schumi Wu to drive us around. His expertise and experience in
Dasyueshan-driving had made our job much easier.

............. WA PevusE RN GeRL .

64@““!!
Map of Siaosyueshan

XA Tianchin

Ngm@ 5-‘..'::'?'3 M *i{* leggggmm smnx

& Y rzunean
1 Ny

ATemperature and humidity at
2275m asl

HRAFEEEEILE - HERA
LIS TFIs - AR (242 : 0k-15k)

Shuangci Station to Dadong Police Station

(B) ARKEH - ABIUFMEREWHELG (242 © 15k-35k)

Dadong Police Station to Ticketing Booth

ABUARMBEEEWRDS - Xt/SliAR (242 : 35k-50k)
30 & FEATHER /Vol.276 EIALEILFAE (FR210438) 3k 1E (RET)

Ticketing Booth to Tianchich/Syuesan Sacred Tree ( including the end of Chuansingshan Trail 210 3k - walking only)
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Date: 29 April 2016 (Friday)

At 9:30am, after reporting to the secretariat and received whatever race-documents for the team, we
were led to a hall for the opening ceremony which was officiated by an officer from the Forestry
Department. Following that, the chief judge illustrated the rules and regulations for the race, and
emphasizing the safeties of the participants.

The race was officially flagged off after a group photo was taken. We wasted no time and sped off in
the vehicle driven by Schumi Wu.

The secretariat was set up at the Dasyueshan Visitors Centre, which is also situated at the half way of
Zone C. We ignored the upper part of Zone C, and went downhill towards Zone B. Many stops were
made to record species of birds seen and heard. We also disciplined ourselves for not wasting time in
taking bird photo. We need to move fast in order to clock in more birds. Lunch was settled a simple
way - the smelly bean curd, at a road-side stall.

Towards the late afternoon, we suddenly realized that we did not have one of the most common
species, i.e. the Rock Pigeon. Scouting around the area, we finally spotted many pigeons, but
unfortunately they were all caged, so we cannot include them in our list. Desperate and depressed,
we continue our search, then finally saw 1 standing on a roof top, then another 2 appeared, so at the
end of it, we had 3 of them.

After a quick dinner, we drove towards zone B and C. On the way, we tried our luck on nocturnal
species. It was not bad after all. Luck was with us. We added 1 species of nightjar and 2 species of
owl into our list.

We reached home almost midnight.
Appointment for the next morning
activities was at 5:00am. Tired plus
body aches, we went to bed.

¥ White-bellied Pigeon
AL ~
x',ﬁ!:
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Date: 30 April 2016 (Saturday)
Today is the final day of the race. We need to submit our records by 10:30am.

At 4:00am, we sacrificed the comfort of the warm beds. Having a quick shower and a cup of instant
noodles for breakfast, we rushed out to the car park, where Mr. Wu was already waiting. We went
straight up to the upper most of the zone C at 50 Km. Over there, we clocked in many more species
like Taiwanese Rosefinch, Gray- headed Bullfinch etc. These birds were really beautiful and
attractive.

We decided to go down to zone A for a last attempt of the Brown Dipper. We tried very hard for this
species the day before, but failed to locate it. At the entrance to the river, a lady stood guard to
prevent vehicles from entering the area. Not sure of her intention, but Mr. Wu exercised his super
capability of human relationship and gained us an entry into the area without any problem. I’ m
wondering whether he possess a degree in Psychology, but certainly he deserved a PhD for that.

After a short wait of less than half an hour, the Brown Dipper finally made an appearance at the far
end downstream, making our list at the 102 mark. So this is the last bird for us to be submitted.

TR e -

A Grav-headed Bullfinch

AMaroon Oriole ARusset Sparrow A Swinhoe’s Pheasant
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As mentioned earlier, the completed bird list had to be submitted to the Secretariat by 10:30am. We
were running out of time. We need to do some rushing work.

Thanks to Schumi Wu. He displayed his driving skill so perfectly that we manage to arrive at the
centre in time.

All of us felt a big relief after the
submission of our bird list. We went back to
our respective room to pack our luggage,
ready to depart after the closing ceremony.
Before that, our President Mr. Andy Lee
gave a talk and slide show on “Birding in
Malaysia” , but unfortunately, he had to cut
short the talk to give way to the closing
ceremony. After the talk, Mr. Andy Lee
presented a book entitled “winged wonder
Malaysia” to the President of the Chinese
Wild Bird Federation.

Finally came to the moment of prize giving. We emerged as the runner-up for the ‘Friendship’
section.

The race was over, and our task/objective for the Taiwan birding trip accomplished. Off we go again.
This time, to the Taoyuan airport. On the way, we stopped over at Hsinchu to taste the very popular
vermicelli for dinner.

We arrived at the Taoyuan
International Airport rather early. The
check-in counter was not open for
service, but a long queue had already
formed. The flight we travelled in,
i.e.Air Asia D7377, took off
according to schedule and arrived at
KLIA2 around 4:30am.
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Appreciation

There were 2 persons in particular that we wish to extend our heartiest appreciation. Without them,
we would not have enjoyed this fruitful birding tour.

1. Patrick Li Sheng Yun (FEZ% 1)

We met him during the Kuala Tahan Bird Race 2015. He is a very responsible young man. Currently,
he is doing his Master programme in National Pintung University of Science and Technology. He
helped us to arrange the accommaodation, transportation, food and birding areas throughout our trip in
Taiwan. He also helped us to liaise with the Dasyueshan Bird race organizer for our registration as
competition team in ‘Friendship’ section. Besides, he also worked out the budget for us prior to our
departure from Kuala Lumpur.

He was rather active. In order to get us the Fairy Pitta, he ran up and down the slopes, ventured into
thick bushes, but unfortunately, luck was not with us. Being a kind-hearted young man, he always
help us voluntarily by carrying our heavy luggage.

2. Schumi Wu (FEZ 4)

A middle aged man with a serious face was the first impression he gave us, but after getting along
with him for a short while, we realized that he was such a humorous person and extremely friendly.
He took very good care of us by fulfilling our needs like providing coffee drink, took us to his
friend’s tea factory, took us for a taste of wasabi bean curd, and even bought a birthday cake to
celebrate Andy’s birthday.

His knowledge in bird watching industry was beyond doubt. He was a good coach and teacher.
During our trip before the race, he aggressively and patiently trained us in recognizing the Taiwan
birds and their names in Chinese. We can boldly say that without his coaching, we might not have

T

done so well in the race —




W SRR E

X/ — R FXN=E

HEVENGEE SHEr S Tl - FEREIITIER £ E AR EYE T —&0
R UM RS INEE 11 JER R SR AR MRS - BAER RAIHTES
G A G SRR RS FM AR E A E 2N 2 RIS AE M B E
N - CHEERERAVERE - FIESIAE RS A EG N L2AEE L AR G iR - K
St a7 A% - IR AE Kb e iR LIRS S A ketll > e Bayit & A LR
REERR—C 277 AERBERA ATRENREIRY -
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A 5 AR ER TS & 21 2016 SEEEURS 11 @ T - ISR AR 2 w2 S i
e 56 1ER 1994 FAEGILTEYE G - HellmTREE > BEAEEEEHK 15
RSN 5 56 2 JEFY 1996 SEAENSEHIFAUER B - EHANSE RE T > 28/ RHEER
BIS ANHET 524 5 3 f@ft 1998 FAEGILHEIE SR eIt B8 i 56
4 fEify 2000 FEAEE I HRE - P RHIEELIHENPIFT L35 2B 5 JEIN SARS HYRHE (R - ML 1 F50
2003 FEAEE iR - BN A AR EYIEE £ 0 56 6 JE N 2005 AR S E6E - B
Bl AEE 3 5 55 7 JEhs 2007 FEAE G LRI AfE RS H5E - EUES SE E 56 8 @it
2009 EAEMSEAEARE - FHERACMEERE M © 55 9 JEht 2011 S£AE S AL A5 > FREZATER
EEW 0 5 10 JER 2013 FAENUNERE - N TEZAMYIEEE 1 © 5 11 EEIAfEFER 2015
46 > {2 2015 R S G TR g o B BOEE L 2016 SR E i ER 0
VL H AR I - FrR AR E T ORI EAE AN GBS e S E 0 -

VIR e S AR ER SR A B R B TR ER Il SO - SREEDRENRASER - W1 RMERY A8 > 1
EAES - BIamIRE - 405 1~ 3 Ea I BEEHE m AR SR - ¥ o FTLIE]
% 5 iy > SIbhE REGNERCKIZ T » BREATAIH 1 - 55 5 JE B 5 AR Y gERE
W EARHEEER AET > BtIeAEEHEE - O ARAEE - BN EE S FHRAL R
FEENEK » AEARREERHE - SRV S IREE - 4056 2 A EMPRUER T A6 - NEEH REE
MBS > WHEYE - ZXAES 1 KIERESN > 58X T 50 2 A HfhZHE
BEA > EEMEAE RHEE > s EAREMHEI AR - W EEHEIEGET -
FiTaf NLESEESHEE - (2R BOWF RS AISOERE » SFIHE -

S AN\ 77777
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£ 1990 FERAYRIFRE (7 > VI AERTE T2 S MBI EER - e BRI RES &
Fo RABHEMFEENHE  ERESEHCEAE > fnEHFNeE  #HgiiUEaFE
TR RIFEAL - ERGET N RANEE - KRS G AR > BBEAAAE 15 ALIW - AR
WA 15 A > BERICRIERTARE - WVH BB - S A - AR b
R BRI B - AT > R a] SERRURAE - L rTRE BB - XK G S5
GFHYNE - EINE 48 N > BFEERE

£ 1990 X > SIBHVEIR IR - MBI TEIARE - ZEEESESAHY - BRI HEHTA
PEEREE > BIGENETRS  BRaEREmtRE  FRaEBHERFRE - REHY
A SR B EEREE LRI - (B0 E 2818 - RIEAVEDR 28R
POERFHAREE: - WACRHEES - 7€ 2007 F-DUTE - KIERBEERETIE N BIEE X B
ERAURIE - BERID > EAG ERIEREERAEE - 2 8HEURRRE B TREARERA
Al > BUFRGERTHTHIEEE - ABEER - FESERNTFETI - B2 REERYHED (i -

I = AR ER TS & 2 W R RAHE RSO & - I B MR (e LRI A% - 3T

iH > ERETEAVERE - ANGKEE - YR ATE o MEZART R BRI TE R - AR R A

> AW EEN SRR - 7B £EET] RILEIAEA > Sy

B > 35 L2 W FRER AT SRS 1 - B R BN > ZRER e s B L Al A S

HR G IREE T GEAGEE - FE e EFEREF SR RA &F - EBAERmC EF
EETFRIRER -
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EXEETTHERS 11 RN F B METE - A EE AN BE Biaavd i
AR EMIHVROORERE - (E REST G IEAETT - BRI © R B & & A LomE. >
EAE - RISkl - AERSE THRENZERERATEE [ SBAESEEERTILMER
B&55 o REATPEREAVIRAT B REHENI LR - 5 2 M TN AT - BRI ME e b e imiEE
MR » EERIFRM AT LB > MTAVAE N ILT - JmEkimEs YRR - A0 L H A Y eEE
REVKIEESR - 678 27 Ry AESET > E 2R - REULZHK > giins] 22 18 - 11 fhE
Zois o WA - ESEhE IR - EE (/M S - EETRES SRS - HEED
HORNERRBIA R - R FRE RS AR —HEIARER S (IR T
AMES B FESUICHERIEESE 1 - BRHE RS O T R B 372 i A e
B8 AERELT - EREAREIEIEREGE > i AN - (B FRIER I > S
IEshE BT - RBIREETI  EEEAS A ANE  TRESMART - IFERE e R
AYEERL » A E - PR BN — LB G RE > QERSEREIEEEA - BRI
i > WERE AR ERE LEREGERNS NEEN M - ST 285 KRR SRR
o BT > SR - A PAEVEIREE SR D > (S AIS EHY - (BAEERES
RO c APEBEYIEE S - R SR SR REL ST - MMTERERRHY
L ZEM] -

VR 7 S FEER TS e A BRI - (R (E W Y SIER S L O (S A ESRE - Rt B AR
AREME - ERHEE) - FEARKHRE HEEEEEN X - BEVEI§ 2% - #A gE&IRE
Zegk o T B SREE A 88 B S B AL > AR LIBESI0 - iR REm AT - A E
I o
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sz Elﬁ%%%(dukhunensis oofE)

32+ White wagtail (Siberian) 23045
B4 . Motacilla alba dukhunensis

wERE

Rare Birds

X/ e

1253 HHH - 2016 423 H 24 H 13 : 31~14 : 00

2. 35 FIE © SKEBRKE D i — R R ROKEH

SRR « ARAEKEE > 582/l

4.52EWHN B

5.2 ¢ &Y 30 7

6.2 H B AV FERE © 49 10~100 AR

7. E WA FHAYEEH © Canon 1Dx + 800mm/f5.6, Nikon Aculon A211 10x42

@ BRI L 6+ REEA/ NI « B8E (TR - ISR - SEEYHIE > B -
DR B AT E) -

A K E ORI BT SRR » AR B G IR -
51— leucopsis TRESLEE » B4R AIRISES » U iE S HHE. AR -
AT LTIy leucopsis 451 {2l TEERARE: » 3 HupE R A B o
BEBRIE R AH + AT R A T - I BB R AT - R IEHIUE
B T B I » S - B et B, S PR, - SAESS—F » AT
RERE,  BI6 PR -

IS RE P BT - B K - BETHER - WEEEEBEAYE ~ R - DL RS & BEine
aofEp S B > REL Ryl B nofd - 1228 Rt B B 282 0 FB kit ERGE > PR
AR AT R B R So R B S BN & AR EZHES - A0 B R PIRY R EOP AR - FE R
dukhunensis oifE > HEEHERSED

HAL LN RARR 2205 €2 T4y 30 7 - AT RNl — iy I RRAE AN AHE] - NS AL g B EL A e
BAOFEAHAF AR ZE - RENIRITRES B EZ 2 REAVES - B S8 EZ R
& MHE A 25 B)SARAHITE  REEZLER -
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1.Pipits and Wagtails of Europe, Asia and North America
2.t EE4EE ¢ facebook/Natural Birding E7 & 4 AEEEIT
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37 White Wagtail (M.a.baicalensis) BXIHECER
£, : Motacilla alba (M.a.baicalensis)
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Handbook of the Birds of the World. http://www.hbw.com/
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YEZ—Berry Mulligan
-3 E
BRE— B

(FEXFIER Birdlife  JUNE 2016

http://www.birdlife.org/asia/news/training-scientists-save-seabirds )

BOSLES

BIREZ S A ~ IR - BAREEN TIERE - (2GS AR e - S EItREn
FEAg T EEE BT ARG R - B > tEKR A — BRI ER T - RATREZ R Tl
ALPYRE > 7R SRR T SRR > MR AT SRR [ 50 - B R — (AT - MR
HARGENGES - 55 TRcEEiR e | — DUBIIER S - BEREALLE - BDHfL
PRIEAVAIENE  BRIFHVEEAEY) - ZeME - DURACHEARATEE -
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A%Z27Z% Dr. Claudia Mischler (Wildlife Management International)

Hi Dr.Paul Scofield (Canterbury Museum)#ysz3l| -
45 FRS)]  FEATHER /Vol.276

* H3*



—HERBNSEE
BN SIR R

fEZ—Annelise Eagleton
= —Scott Pursner
BRE— B
(JESCHIE Y Cool Green Science JUNE 2016 , http://goo.gl/e4JVnM )

Crows at University of Washington, Bothell
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