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I had a chance to visit Taiwan to perform the keynote speech for the celebration of the 20™
anniversary of Taipei’s Mangrove Ecocenter, July 25-28, 2017. It was one of many visits I’ve made
to Taiwan over the past several years. | go to Taiwan not only because of its proximity to Okinawa,

but also for the various environments there which range from subtropical like my own Okinawa, to
the cold climates of the high mountains. I also really love the delicious food and friendly people. My
earliest experience in Taiwan was as a student, when | had an internship there. It was a very different
experience from my my experience as a speaker at the International Wetland Convention held here
last year. It was my great honor to have been invited as the keynote speaker for the Mangrove
Ecocenter event, and | looked forward to touring the wetlands in Taiwan.

This time was my third visit to the Mangrove Ecocenter. My first visit there was 16 years ago,
on September 2, 2001. Then, I visited with a number of other students traveling around Taiwan for a
week. We visited the facility as we had heard that you could see mangrove ecosystems similar to
Okinawa. The second time was eight years ago on September 14, 2009 while traveling by myself to
Taipei, Wulai and Yangmingshan. | visited the facility at that point to collect data on wetland
education. | really enjoyed walking along the boardwalk, watching fiddler crabs and photographing
wildlife. I enjoyed myself so much, I even purchased the DVD there (An Ecotour through the
Mangrove). | must say that | was surprised when | discovered that there were Chinese, English and
Japanese versions available on the disc. It showed that the center was focused not only on domestic
but international nature-lovers as well. | felt it was special that years later that I could visit the
Ecocenter again, but this time, not just as a guest but as a keynote speaker for its 20" anniversary!
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In terms of my stay this time, in addition
to speaking at the event, the Chinese Wild Bird
Federation was kind enough to help me visit
several wetlands in Taiwan. | have always held
a special interest in mangroves, however
recently, it has always included a work
component. We may be canoeing or observing
wildlife in wetlands but mainly for the purpose
of studying an alien mangrove species,
Avicennia marina, since it has been actively
propagating in Okinawa Island. With that in
mind, my visits to Danshui River Mangrove
Nature Reserve, Guandu Nature Park,
Fangyuan Wetland, and Gaomi Wetland were
very good as they also provided me with new
thoughts about my own mangrove research. |
was especially curious to see the situations of
wetlands where A. marina was eradicated. | feel
as though perhaps I could use some of the
things I’ve learned in Taiwan as we try to
control the spread of the species in Okinawa.
Local guides explained how populations of
different crab species were recovering and the
positive ramifications that had on local bird
populations. It is my great hope that the great
research work being done by NGOs and
Taiwanese universities will be available to the public in the future. | am sure that this information
will benefit mangrove wetland management in Okinawa too.

What impressed me the most during my visit though, was that there were many wetland
reserves and that their management involved many private sector organizations such as birder groups.
Also the fact that so many people seemed to appreciate wetlands and go there for fun. Many
Okinawans visit wetlands, but not as many as in Taiwan. The groups involved in wetland
management activities, such as clean-ups etc, are present in Okinawa but more active in Taiwan. To
me, Taiwan should be considered a leader in wetland-related matters. Taiwan is the closest country to
Okinawa, and a large number of international tourists in Okinawa come from Taiwan. It is one of the
most important countries for Okinawa’s economy as well. It is my hope that Okinawa and Taiwan
can work more in various fields in the future.
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In closing, | would once again like to thank
the people who supported and coordinated my
lecture for the 20™ anniversary event: the Mangrove
Ecocenter and its officials, the Chinese Wild Bird
Federation and its officials, the local birdwatching &
groups who guided us at the wetlands, the '
interpreters, and the audience members who
participated in the event. It was a very special
experience and | am deeply grateful for having had
this opportunity.

A Fangyuan Wetland; An area which has eradicated Avicnnia
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