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The Singapore Birders'

: GEANI
Perpective on the

HERERSK

Alishan International

) F ISR
Bird Race 2017 b

32/ BEE—The Singapore Birders

"Participating in the Taiwan bird race was both a rewarding and an enriching experience.
Rewarding as it gave me and my team great opportunities to see the many birds in Taiwan
especially the endemics like the Mikado and Swinhoe's pheasants as well as Taiwan partridges
which we encountered during our birding trip to Taiwan. Enriching as it opened the door for me
and my friends to get to know the friendly and hospitable birders in Taiwan as well as overseas
participants like the team from Hong Kong. Overall, the birding experience was collaborative, fun
and memorable." - Felix Wong

The Alishan International Bird Race 2017 provided a great "excuse" for us to go birdwatching
in Taiwan, not only to find the endemic birds of Taiwan, but also to enjoy the scenic Alishan region.
The organisation of the race itself was an eye-opener for us. Apart from the Professional and
Amateur Categories which were expected, it was refreshing to know of a Youth Category to
encourage young people to take up birdwatching and more surprisingly, a Parent-and-child Category
to encourage families to spend time birdwatching together. Inspiring!

The bird race covered quite a large area from the lowlands to the mountains, which was good as
it maximizes the chances of seeing a wide range of birds in different habitats from low to high
elevations. It was great fun exploring the Alishan area to find as many species as possible. Many
teams seem to be sharing their bird sightings with each other and that just makes the event much
more enjoyable.
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While we were given an info sheet on the race before we arrived, we were still pleasantly
surprised to see so many awards lined up on the table during the awards ceremony. Many of the
awards are new to us, such as the Senior Spirit Award (team with the highest aggregate age), Early
Bird Award (team with lowest aggregate age), Full Bird Box Award (team that counts the most
number of birds), Endemics Award, Lucky Duck (closest guess on the number of species for the
winning team). These awards are creative ways to encourage both the young and old to go birding,
reward the meticulous counters, and inject more fun to the race. Way to go!

Overall, the bird race was great fun and very well organised. Thanks to organisers for the

invitation to join this bird race and cheers to the friends we made!
The Singapore Birders
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