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Focus

Woei-horng Fang

In October, 1998, some 296 species of birds were recorded in Taitung, Taipei. Chiayi, Ilan, Hsinchu, Tainan, Pintung, Nantou,
Taoyuan, Kaohsiung, Penghu, Taichung, Changhwa, and Yuanlin areas of Taiwan and Kingman island. The following list are some

important or interesting sightings.

birdname number Date Site Observers Note
Chinese Pond Heron 1 10/23  Taipei Rare winter visitor
Oriental White Stork 1 10/25  Taipei Vagrant, Globally threatened
Mandarin Duck 2 10/11  Ilan FHE Rare resident
Eurosian Sparrow Hawk 2 10/23  Taipei [ =E]l Rare winter visitor
Common Buzzard 1 10/03  Taitung REERR Rare winter visitor
Eastern Marsh-Harrier 7 10/24  Chiayi {HER Rare winter visitor
Mountain Hawk-Eagle 2 10/10  Taichung EEK Rare resident
Eurosian Hobby 2 10/18  Taipei B Rare transient
Formosan Partridge 2 10/07  Nantou EHGE Endemic species; random sample
Swinhoe's Pheasant 1 10/07  Nantou L gi ol Endemic species; random sample
Mikado Pheasant 2 10/06  Nantou R Endemic species; random sample
Water Rail 1 10/19  Taitung BT Rare winter visitor
Pheasant-tailed Jacana 7 10/10  Tainan fa]—4¢ Rare resident
Oriental Plover 1 10/24  Taoyuan Vagrant
Common Ringed Plover 2 10/12  Taitung Vagrant
Long-billed Plover 2 10/10° Tainan Vagrant
Grey-headed Lapwing 1 10/17  Taipei Wk Rare transient
Little Curlew 1 10/24  Taoyuan  [H{HEY Rare transient
Ruff 1 10/13  Ilan £y Rare transient
Spotted Redshank 17 10/26  Tainan B i Rare winter visitor
Saunders' Gull 12 10/17  Hsinchu gii Globally threatened
Slaty-backed Gull 1 10/31  Tainan wal Rare winter visitor
Savanna Nightjar if 10/10  Pintung [ s Rare resident
Black-capped Kingfisher 1 10/29  Taipei JTHHAE Vagrant
Eurasian Wryneck 1 10/12  Taoyuan BrHRIH Rare transient
Grey-faced Woodpecker 1 10/03  Taichung #535:% Rare resident
Ashy Minivet 4 10/08  Pintung WATE Rare transient
Ashy Drongo 1 10/10  Pintung [ Vagrant
Formosan Magpie 12 10/31  Taipei ; Endemic species; random sample
Yellow Tit 5 10/07  Nantou Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Barwing 4 10/10  Taichung Endemic species; random sample
White-whiskered Laughingthrush 2 10/06  Nantou Endemic species: random sample
White-eared Sibia 19 10/04  Chiayi % Endemic species: random sample
Steere's Liocichla 100 10/10  Tlan A Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Yuhina 31 10/07  Nantou ZEHH Endemic species: random sample
Styan's Bulbul 80 10/12  Taitung R Endemic species; random sample
Formosan Whistling Thrush 3 10/07  Nantou LEHGEL Endemic species; random sample
Collared Bush-robin 1 10/06  Nantou £ Endemic species; random sample
Asian Stubtail 3 10/18  Taipei JT.HASE Rare winter visitor
Eastern Crowned Willow Warbler 2 10/17  Taipei b i Rare transient
Dusky Warbler 4 10/17  Taipei jedi=Rll Vagrant
Pale-legged Leaf-Warbler 4 10/09  Hsinchu EEEN Rare transient
Blue & White Flycatcher 2 10/08  Taipei Eadiv g Rare transient
Mugimaki Flycatcher 2 10/17  Taipei Eaal Rare transient
Dark-sided Flycatcher 1 10/12  Tainan {i] B Rare transient
Japanese Paradise Flycatcher 1 10/17  Taipei B3 Rare transient
Pechora Pipit 2 10/04  llan A Rare transient
Water Pipit 1 10/27  Taitung BT Rare winter visitor
Common Starling 2 10/27  Taipei AR Rare winter visitor
Japanese Hawfinch 1 10/21  Taipei WA Rare winter visitor
Yellow-browed Bunting 1 10/12  Tainan 2 Rare transient
Chestnut Bunting 2 10/18  Taipei {LRASE Rare transient
Tristram's Bunting 1 10/18  Taipei e Rare transient
Black-headed Bunting 1 10/21  Taipei A Vagrant
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Report of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation, November 1998

By Associate Secretary-General :  Wei Meili: Translated by Dan Chamberlin

[ Creating a Home for the Jacana]

1

The High Speed Rail has passed through many obstacles since it was approved for development in Sept.
1994. On 20 Jan. 1997, the then president of the WBS Kaohsiung, Chiou Manhsing, came north to
propose that all member societies work together to create a home for the Pheasant-tailed Jacana. On
28 June, all societies gathered and agreed to combine our efforts. On 16 July of last year, the Jacana
Rescue Foundation was established, and to now it has been in existence for 16 months. Until 15 Sept.
1998 we have put much effort into completing the first stage of our responsibilities. For the Tainan
section of the rail line. we pledged to “finalize the rental of 15 ha of jacana habitat first, before work on
that stage of the High Speed Rail could begin”. At the same time, the foundation had to find operating
funds, so it was up to the Tainan Co. government to provide the actual executive costs of needed funds,
to take care of the management and administration.

Since the initiation of the “Creating a Home for the Jacana” project, we have assembled the most
important tasks for the immediate future on this month’s Conservation Bulletin Board for your
enlightenment. -

[Ilan Heliport]

3

s

R RS

On 28 Sept. 1998, we convened the initial meeting of a special team to review De’an Air’s “llan Area
Heliport Planning Environmental Assessment Explanatory Manual”.  This development project is very
close to Ilan’s Lanyang River Estuary Waterbird Preserve, and WBS Ilan has put out a distress call for
help. That day De’an Air surprisingly had 2 provisional environmental assessment manuals for the
outside air travel route preliminary report. These members, experts, etc., felt that the initial
recommendations contained many instances of insufficient data collection or investigation. That is
why the impacts of the project were regarded as light rather than severe; they produced a report with
little usefulness.

Here are some excerpts from the initial investigation results from the examination by our concerned
friends :

The proposed area is in the vicinity of a waterbird conservation area; so to prevent creating impacts
toward the waterbird habitat, the movement of birds, or the flight safety of helicopters, additional data
should be collected, with details as to the impacts on the birds, to propose suitable methods.

The impacts of the future use of this project on the surrounding soils should be investigated.
Additional study on the noise patterns of the 3 flight lines in the plan should be conducted.
The opinions of the surrounding population about this development plan should be solicited.

Concerned members, experts, academics, and related organizations and groups should offer your
suggestions, together with additional ideas and corrections.

[Avian Influenza Project])

3.

At the beginning of 1998, we were commissioned by a government agency for an inspection by all
member societies concerning avian influenza, as per the request of Su Guchang of the Taiwan
Provincial Agriculture and Forestry Department. A portion of the project will continue a half year past
1998. The results indicate a rather large epidemic.

This work should be carried out by concentrating on capture methods with long nets for ducks and
geese, and collection and analysis of their feces. All work should be completed by the middle of
December. We depend on the efforts of each area’s banding teams for this project.

[The 1999 Calendars are selling like hotcakes!]
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7. This year’s calendars have already been sent to member societies; have you gotten yours yet? Don’t
miss out on these specially designed calendars; we hope you will enjoy them.

8. Each calendar is NT$200, and members enjoy a 20% discount. Bulk orders receive a special price as
described on the first page of the magazine.

[1998 Fall Migration Season Has Begun!]
9. This year’s fall migration is now in full swing. We hope that all members will be able to attend some
of the activities and bring along your friends.

10. As in the past, the CWBF has prepared a booklet on birdwatching, caring about nature, and the
migration seasons. These is also an activity passport which if filled with stamps will be worth prizes.
We encourage all members to actively participate, and if you can get the stamps of 5 different bird
societies on the same day, and you write you name and contact phone number on the passport and send
it to the CWBF, you will be eligible for a beautiful present. Don’t miss out on this!

Creating a Home for the Jacana

By Wei Meili
Tracing the history

In Sept. 1994, when the High Speed Rail was approved for development, the results of the environmental assessment stated ¢ “as to
ecology, the High Speed Rail will pass through the breeding grounds of several wild animals including the Pheasant-tailed Jacana and
the Painted Snipe. As there are no concrete conservation measures proposed, we request that the plan be approved. If the
environmental assessment is not approved, then this section of rail cannot be built.” In 1998, after 4 years of work, and 16 months
after creation of the Jacana Rescue Foundation, with suitable conservation and unyielding solidarity, we have completed the first stage
of our responsibilities. Furthermore, it is a foot in the door as a check of the relevant conservation authorities.

1. On 11 May 1998, the Environmental Protection Administration ( EPA ) convened the second session of the “High Speed Rail and
the Jacana Conservation Plan”.  As a result of this meeting, the Ministry of Transportation and Communications (MTC) was
asked to require the High-Speed Rail Bureau (HSRB) to provide more details and additional information.

(1) Planning for the expenses required for conservation should be the responsibility of the HSRB, and they
should aggressively pursue conservation work. They were also asked, in accordance with this management
and administration plan, to sponsor concrete policies (including a more detailed supervisory plan, for
reasonable policies and management ) .

(2) There should be more detailed answers related to previous suggestions by people attending the meetings, experts, and academics in the
appendices.

2. On 21 July 1998 at the third review meeting, because the HSRB was to sign a contract (on 24 July ), related government agencies
were under pressure at the meeting place to pass the review. We appreciate the Council of Agriculture’s ( COA ) representative
Hsu Chioufeng who was firm with the HSRB when they asserted that there were no concrete policy measures for Jacana
conservation, and thus refused to sign, forcing the meeting to find a formal solution. We also thank the members of the
environmental assessment team, Profs. Wang Ying, Chen Chendong, Ma Yigung, and Chao Rongtai.

3. On 14 Aug. 1998, the HSRB convened the Jacana workshop with the following results :

(1) The initial phase calls for 15 ha of land. whose rental costs will be jointly shared by the HSRB and the Tainan Co. government.

(2) The second year completion of construction. Pre-construction remediation results should be reviewed, to determine if remediation is
possible.  Expanding the scope of the remediation should be investigated to see if the first stage remediation scope should be retained.

(3) During operation, Conservation effectiveness should be reviewed and discussed, impacts of operations should be determined, and
expenses should be subsidized by the agency operating the system.

4. On 15 Sept. 1998, the EPA convened the fourth meeting of the “High-Speed Rail Jacana Conservation Plan™ which was attended
by Jacana Rescue Foundation members CWBF’s Kuei Meili, WBS Tainan chairperson Chen Chenghsu and Hsu Hsengfa, and the
Wetland Bureau’s Chen Rongzuo. Together they pushed to procure land for the jacana. We especially thank Tainan Co.
government’s Agriculture Bureau. Division of Forestry and Nature Conservation section chief Su Yungming and all the
conservation organizations who together with a common vision allowed us to complete this task. After making our position
known to the Communications Ministry's High-speed Rail Line Engineering Dept., they agreed to accept the responsibility to help
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with land selection and acquisition. Also the Assistant Chief of the HSRB, Wu Fuhsiang, attended the meeting and gave
permission, from Sept. 1994 since the HSR development has passed the Environmental Assessment under conditions listed in the
footnotes.

On 11 Sept. before the meeting, the members of the Jacana Rescue Foundation reached a common consensus about the initial
phase of the management of the 15 ha.  After the Engineering Dept. of HSRB can resolve the rental of the land, then construction
on this section of rail can begin. After the HSRB had received our ideas, they tried several ways to defeat these methods,
intending to lobby to discard the checks and balances. It was difficult, but with all the conservationists backing up each other,
we were able to find the silver lining in this dark cloud.
On Sept. 15 during the meeting, the CWBF representative, the Jacana Rescue Foundation, put forth the following review
suggestions :
Requested that only after the HSRB has certified funds for jacana habitat rchabilitation can construction on that section of rail line
begin.
As a part of the environmental management plan of the third review meeting, asked to provide concreteinformation, from practical
criteria.
Proposed concrete management and administration and executive laws for the remediation of Jacana habitat, which the MTC's HSRB
Engineering Dept. are supposed to take care.  Actual management expenses will be helped by the Tainan Co. government.
The Jacana Rescue Foundation used great efforts to get academic support of related jacana review habitat rules and management time
requirements.
After having undergone 4 years of persistence and soliciting help from conservation organizations, the COA, Taiwan Provincial
Department of Agriculture and Forestry, and Tainan Co. government, we now finally have the “HSR Jacana Conservation Plan”
with review results as follows :
The management expenses of this conservation item will comply with the actual executive situation of the Tainan Co. government who
will raise funds and list expenses for appropriate management and administration.
After securing the 15 ha habitat rental costs, this section of rail line can begin construction.
During the actual execution of environmental management and environmental monitoring plan, monitoring items should include
pesticide use.
All previous suggestions of members, experts, and related organizations, and groups must be added after correct consideration into the
document, to be presented for reference.
In other developed countries, before you can destroy a piece of wetlands, you must first pay compensation or successfully manage
a comparable tract of wetlands: only then can construction proceed. In this manner, through various management twists and
turns, we have finally obtained the results of this stage of the jacana rescue, and although we have only procured one small piece
of land, it represents a new level of conservation in Taiwan, for which we give thanks.

Habitat construction
9.

(1

(2)

For a smooth transition to future stages of the “‘successful construction of jacana habitat”, the Jacana Rescue Foundation convened
a meeting on 2 Oct. We resolved to never again let any development agency defeat us in a battle of wits or laws for the
construction of jacana habitat. We set up a strong base, for the beginning of practical jacana habitat recovery work. Present at
the meeting were: Liao Shihching, Chiou Manhsing, Lin Kunhai, Chen Chenghsu. Ong Yitsong, Peng Renchuan, Wang Jianping,
and Chen Rongzuo. Results are as follows -

The 15 ha tract of jacana recovery land is located on the south side of the Lungtian Fire Station on Taiwan Sugar land, as based on the
following *
# The land abuts current nesting territory of the Pheasant-tailed Jacana.
# It is the only intact nesting area of the jacana which is completely on public or Taiwan Sugar land.
# A drainage channel of the Chiayi-Tainan Agricultural Water Conservation Board runs through the property.
# It is on the edge of a calabash area, groundwater levels are high, and it will be easy to maintain water for ecological purposes in the

field.
Work is divided into four sections. The four sections and responsible parties are as follows :
# Habitat Section :  Selects habitat, reviews area selection, management, and other administrative tasks.

Responsible agency © Wetlands Bureau.
# Bird Research Section :  Performs jacana investigations and research for the recovery plan for birds.
P+—% 2t=# | 5l
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WBS Tainan.
# Habitat Ecology Section :

Responsible agency *
Performs jacana investigations and research on the habitat ecology of the recovery plan, and food
Responsible partics ¢+ Chenda’s Profs. Wang Jianping and Hou Pingchuan, Pingke's Prof. Peng Renchuan, and
Profs. Chou Hsinjin and Ong Yitsong.

resources.
Kunshan’s

# Public Relations Section *  Gathers data, tabulates expenses, interfaces with the public. Responsible parties :° CWBF and WBS
Kaohsiung. y

Rental money and costs of proceeding with management of the 15 ha jacana recovery site will be paid out after 1 week by the Wetlands

Bureau,

When the official documents containing the recommendations of the Wetlands Bureau concerning the 15 ha jacana recovery site are

turned into the Tainan Co government and the HSRB, etc., we will ask the Tainan Co. govt. to convene a rental coordination meeting.

When the date of the coordination meeting has been confirmed, then the public relations section will be notified, so that they can

contact the various involved agencies.

It will be the responsibility of the Wetlands Bureau to notify the Tainan Co. government about matters of the pond excavation project

and related work.  After | week, the drafting department will assist the WBS Kaohsiung.

# It is the responsibility of the Wetlands Bureau to provide, within 2 months, details of the management and administration of the

project contents. .

(7) # Itis the responsibility of the WBS Tainan to inform the Tainan Co. government of the contents of this year’s research plans.
(8) # Experiments will proceed with compiling data for the management of organic farming of water caltrop.

10.  The first steps in jacana conservation and ideology of rescue work involve proceeding with practical habitat management and
administration. It is worth creating a home for the jacana; certainly for the Jacana Rescue Foundation it is the opportune moment
for moving onto new work levels, opening a new chapter in the life of this organization.

I1. The special account set up for donations had received NT$176,767 as of 15 Oct. 1998. The postal account number is 19086046,

and the money is used exclusively for management expenses for the jacana habitat.
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